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Gains in Christian Unity Assessed 


ae a eee ee 


(New York) - A World Council of Churches official said here that even though 
"public discussion of Christian unity has been confused in 1959 ... this discus- 
Sion has helped to clarify both the meaning and the importance of the ecumenical 
movement". 


Dr. Roswell FP, Barnes, executive secretary in New York of the Jorld Council 
of Churches, in a year's end report declared that, "It has become obvious that 
three major sectors of Christians now recognize the urgency of better mutual 
understanding among thenselves." 


However, he added, “understaiding is to be distinguished from agreement. 
Relationships may improve with increased understanding even without agreement. 
There has bee.. notable progress in understanding in 1959", 


The WCC leader said that confusion arising from informal discussions among 
Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, and Protestant leaders has made it clear that 
"more orderly communication is essential among all three groups". He added that 
"intensive consultation and widespread participation of Orthodox churches with 
Protestant churches in the World Council during 1959 have consolidated the gains 
in understanding in these circles’. 
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Dr. Barnes said that if the forthcoming Ecumenical Council of the Roman 
Catholic church announced by the Pope clarifies the attitude of that church to- 
wards Protestants and Orthodox, “it will contribute significantly to understanding. 


"Present variations of policy and practice impair confidence," he observed. 
"We cannot reconcile the brotherly attitude of Roman Catholics in France and 
Germany, for example, with the repression - in some instances persecution - of 
Protestants in Colombia and Spain. 


"The consciences of Christians, their recognition of a mandate from Jesus 
Christ, the Lord of the whole Church, together with the coercions of history and 
the desperate needs of the world, have been driving the churches towards attempts 
at mutual understanding. Understanding and trust help toward obedience and ac- 
ceptances of God's gift of unity in Christ which is the only true basis of agree- 
ment." 


In a review of WCC work during the year, Dr. Barnes noted that "problems of 
people and how to solve them" were uppermost in the organization's 1959 work, 
Among its many programmes carried out during the year with this goal in view, he 
Said, were those in which the WCC: 


Expanded the world-wide programme of refugee aid carried on through the 
Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees. During the first ten months 
of 1959 the WCC resettled 9,815 refugees in more than 30 countries. (The total 
figure for the year will probably be around 11,000.) Since World War II, the 
WCC has helped more than 200,000 refugees to find new homes. 


Challenged churches around the world to participate more actively in meeting 
human need in underdeveloped areas through the programme of an international con- 
ference on the subject held in Salonika, Greece, intJuly. Sociologists, teachers, 
political leaders and others were among 160 delegates from 34 nations who attended 


_ the ten-day meeting. (See EPS No.28, 1959) The WCC also assisted in the or- 
ganization of on-the-spot studies of Christian response to social change in a 
number of countries. HPS, Geneva. 


Orthodox Schedule Unity Meeting 


(New York) Archbishop Iakovos of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and 
South America, has announced that he will ask leaders of more than 15 Eastern Ortho- 


dox Churches in the Western Hemisphere to attend an informal meeting in New York to 
discuss Christian unity. 


The Archbishop, who is a president of the World Council of Churches, said the 
meeting is tentatively planned for March as a preliminary to the larger Pan-Ortho- 
dox conference scheduled later in the year on the Island of Rhodes (see EPS No.49, 
1954). EPS, Geneva. 


Communist "Confessional" Urged 


(Warsaw) - A Communist counterpart to Roman Catholic confessional has been sug- 
gested by an official Communist weekly in Varsaw. 


Polityka, organ of the Central Committee of the Polish Communist Party, has 
recommended that the Committee set up "a kind of Confessional" which would be run 


by Communist psychiatrists and operate in public libraries, Communist cultural 
centres and other public places. 


It said that such a programme was required because even children of non- 


believers often go to church "for the sole purpose of discussing their personal pro- 


blems in the confessional". EPS, Geneva. 


Japanese Youth Volunteers Aid Typhoon Reconstruction 


(Tokyo) -~ The assistance given by Japanese Christian youth to victims of Typhoon 
Vera which struck the Nagoya area last September represented the largest single 
voluntary action by church youth in the nation's history. 


Responding before any special appeals for aid were made, more than 500 youth 
volunteered more than 3,000 work days, it has been reported by the Rev. George 
Nishido, secretary of the Youth Commission of the United Church of Christ in Japan. 


As a result, he said, their work has been the means of establishing new con- 
tacts with the strongest Buddhist sects, and has been a valuable evangelical 
witness. 


In letters to ecumenical youth leaders abroad, Mr. Nishido writes, "We decided 
to be an arm of Japan Church World Service, and located our ‘base camp' at the 
Nagoya Chuo Church. We never sent out a single letter nor made any special ap- 
peal, yet an amazing thing happened. Students and youth from Tokyo, Kyoto, Osaka 
and Kobe areas rushed to the Nagoya area, carrying rucksacks on their backs and 
holding their own shovels and picks. They came voluntarily without having been 
asked. 


"The typhoon casualties were the worst in the history of Japan, but at the 
same time, the number of Christian students who voluntarily rushed to the scene, 
and their dedication, motivated purely by the love of their fellow-man and by the 
Christian stewardship principle, was also 'the most! in our Christian history in 
Japan. 


"Within a few days after the disaster 22 work camps were organiZed, all based 
at local churches in the Nagoya area. The camps did relief and reconstruction 
work for a month and a half. When they disbanded at the end of November, almost 
500 youth had served, having given more than 3,000 work d# ys". 


"Recently I had a telephone call from Nagoya saying that the people there 
wish to have Christian work continually after the work camps as the memory of their 
witness, Nobody could expect such a wonderful fruit. Christian services have 
opened the doors of the strongest Buddhist sects. We can realize that Diakonia, 
Christian service in this part of the world, has really important evangelical 
meaning." 


Mr. Nishido also reported that the Youth Commission of the Kyodan Church is 
planning to hold a year-long ecumenical youth work camp programme in the typhoon 
area. Several separate camps will be organized under the programme, to be con- 
ducted in cooperation with Japan Church World Service, the government and voluntary 
agencies. Camp work will be concerned withflood clean-up, distribution of relief 
supplies, reconstruction of buildings and fields and the care of orphaned children. 

EPS, Geneva. 


Bast German Refugee Youth Religiously Illiterate 


(Bethel) - Fifty per cent of the young refugees from East Germany who come into the 
West Zone have grown up "practically as heathens" accoruing to Dr. D. Wulf of Bethel. 


The clergyman , who for several years has directed pastoral care of young people 
in a West Berlin reception camp, said half of the youth "had not a clue" when asked 
about Jesus Christ, the meaning of Christian holidays, the Ten Commandments or the 
Lord's Prayer. 


Whatever they knew about history, nature, society and culture was coined by 
the idealogical influence of the East German State," he said. EPS, Geneva. 
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Poles in Great Britain Decline Further LWF Aid 


(London) - The four congregations in Great Britain of the Polish Lutheran Church 
in Exile have asked the Lutheran World Federation to stop giving them subsidies. 


In a letter to the LWP office in London Bishop Wladislav Fierla, primate of 
the Church, said that the step resulted from “a decision of the conscience prompted 
by long-felt and often-expressed doctrinal consideration." 


In the past, the Polish Church has sometimes disagreed doctrinally with other 
Lutheran refugee and immigrant gvoups which the Federation assists in Great Britain. 
LWF subsidies in recent years have amounted to about «2,500 ($6,440) annually, 
about half of the Church's congregational and synodical expenses including pastors' 
salaries. EPS, Geneva. 


LWF Mediates Conflict in Brazil 


(Geneva) —~ The intervention of Lutheran World Federation officials has averted a 
threatened breach between two LWF member churches over their work in Brazil. 


As a result, the Evangelical Lutheran Church of North America and Brazil's 
Evangelical Church of Lutheran Confession (a federation of four synods) have 
"achieved full agreement concerning Micablecooperation in the territory of North 
Parana", according to a report by Dr. Friedrich Httbner, chairman of the LWF Com- 
mittee on Latin America published in the LWF quarterly Lutheran World. 


The report said the dispute arose over geographical areas of work. The 
600,000-member Brazilian Church, which has conducted diaspora work for 140 years 
among inhabitants of German origin in North Parana, had raised strong objections 
to an announcement by the ELC Board of Foreign Missions in 1958 that it intended 
to start work in the area. Dr. Htibner said that with LVF aid, it has been pos= 
sible "to reconcile two conflicting lutheran views ... that of a European diaspora 
Church and that of a missionary-—minded North American Church". 


The report said the two disputing churches are in accord on several main 
points. These include agreement that: the ELC mission will concentrate its 
ministry on non-—Germans described as "mixed racial Portuguese-speaking groups"; 
the ELC will not open new mission centres in the area; when #LC-established con- 
gregations are ready to assume church body responsibilities, they will be organized 
into a synod to be affiliated with the Brazilian Church federation; a joint com 
mittee will be established by the two churches to discuss all ‘fundamental quest- 
ions, establish necessary policies from time to time" and "coordinate the work". 


It was the first time that LVF officials have intervened to help solve a 
dispute between affiliated churches. EPS, Geneva. 


Pope May See Soviet Leaders 


(Vatican City) - An apparent "new attitude of the Soviet government toward Roman 
Catholicism" may result in a visit by Soviet President Klimenti Voroshilov to Pope 
John XalII, according to a story published by Religious News Service. 


Quotin: "Vatican sources", the RNS story said that in the event that Mr. 
Voroshilov, who is expected to be in Rome in March, is accompanied by Soviet 
Premier Nikita Khruschev, they said, "the Pope would hardly grant an audience to 
one and deny one to the other”. 


The comment by Vatican sources” was prompted by what they called "a wonder_ 
fully encouraging sign” seen in a lloscow Radio announcement that “Christmas Day 
Services were held in Catholic churches in Russia, with Masses well attended. 


No. 1 - 8th January, 19°0. 5 


They said it was the first time reference was made ina Soviet broadcast to 
the number attending church and that “the station's reference to the importance 
of Christmas to the Western world would seem to indicate that the Soviet govern—- 
ment, in its efforts toward understanding with the West, finally has understood 
the strength of the Church". HPS, Geneva. 


Australian Churches Merger Document Gets Approval 


(Geneva) - The European Theological Commission of the World Presbyterian Alliance 
has expressed approval of the first of two papers issued in preparation for merger 
discussions between Australian Presbyterians, Methodists and Congregational 
Churches. 


Titled "The Faith of the Church", the initial statement had been submitted 
to the Commission by the Presbyterian Church of Australia for comment by WPA member 
churches. 


The WPA expressed the hope that the Australian negotiators would seek "greater 
clarity" on the relation of "Christian tradition" and “the Christian traditions" 
as their discussions progressed. A second merger document on “The Form of the 


Church” is expected next year. Also involved in the negotiations are the iethod- 
ist Church of Australia and the Congregational Union of Australia and New zealand. 
EPS, Geneva. 


Missouri Synod Seeks NCC iiissions Status 


(New York) ~ The Board of Missions in North and South America of the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod has applied for membership in the Division of Home Missions 
of the National Council of Churches (US). 


If, as expected, the application is ayproved, this will be one of the few 
official contacts the denomination will have with the National Council. 


In the past, the Synod has insisted upon “doctrinal agreement" before partici- 
pating in joint worship services or jointly controlled mission boards. 


A Synod spokesman said it had voted to participate in the NCC's Home Missions 
Division "to the extent our principles permit". He emphasized, however, that 
participation in the home missions programme does not imply denominational member- 
Ship in the NCC. EPS, Geneva. 


Ecumenical Membership Urged 


(Chicago) - Membership of the proposed Lutheran Evangelical Church in America in 
four ecumenical national and international organiviations has been recommended by 
the Joint Commission on Lutheran Unity. 


The Commission urged that when formed, the new body join the World Council of 
Churches, Lutheran World Federation, National Council of Churches (US) and the 
National Lutheran Council (US). The commission represents the American Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Augustana Lutheran Church, Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church 

- and the United Lutheran Church. The proposed body would have 3,000,000 members. 
EPS, Geneva. 
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Church Historians Meet 


(Chicago) ~ US Protestant and Roman Catholic religion historians recently met 
jointly in Chicago to discuss the Council of Florence (1438-1445) in the light 
of current talks on Christian unity. The Council of Florence had effected a 
short-lived reunion of Western Catholicism and EBastern Orthodoxy, which have not 
been in communion since 1054. 


The meeting held in Chicago, Ill., was attended by historians of the 
American Socicty of Church History and the American Catholic Historical Associ- 
ation, It was proposed by the former organization, which, though largely Fro- 
testant, also includes some Roman Catholic members. EPS, Geneva. 


Poles Levy New Taxes on Church Schools. 


(Warsaw) - The Roman Catholic University at Lublin, Poland, is facing ruinous tax 
demands by the government. Communist authorities are reported to have levied 
income taxes totaling $146,000 against the University and blocked its bank account. 


Sources said the tax covered university income for the years 1950 to 1954, 
but that it was illegal since Polish universitics are normally not required to 
pay taxes. Tho university, founded in 1918, is financed. by Church contributions. 

EPS, Geneva. 


German C.iurch Leaders Ask Reunification 


(Berlin) - The two top official bodies of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID) 
have adopted a resolution calling for German reunification and the right of its 
people to self-determination. 


The EKID Council and the Church's Bishops Confcrence also declared opposition 
to any change in the status of ‘est Berlin which might reduce free access to 
all parts of the city or further restrict communications between the East and 
West sectorsof the nation. 


The churchmen described the German question as "the gravest responsibility 
of our generation" and urged parishes to pray for the success of negotiations 
between Russian and Western leaders at the projected summit conference. 

EPS, Geneva. 


German Youth to Aid Greek Village 


(Berlin) - Thirty German Youth will spend one year in Greece helping in the re- 
construction of war damage in the town of Servia. The youth, who are part of a 
movement known as "Suhnezeichen" (Reconciliation) will help re-build a cistern, a 
new school and homes. At present the little town, which is located off the main 
highway between Athens and Salonika, has no water or electric facilities. 


The movement was founded in response to an appeal made in 1958 by Dr. Lothar 
Kreyssig, president of the Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany. He asked 
youth to aid in re-construction of war-damaged areas in countries occupied by 
German forces during the World War II. Several hundred youth are reported to have 
responded to the appeal. EPS, Geneva. 
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WCC Denounces Anti-Semitic Vandalism 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches has expressed its "deep sympathy" with 
victims of recent outbreaks of anti-Semitic acts of vandalism and called once again 
upon its member-churches to work for the abolition of all segregation and dis- 
crimination. 


In a statement issued in Geneva the organization expressed the desire that 
"this dangerous recrudescence of anti-Semitism may be suppressed from the outset". 


The statement was signed jointly by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, chairman 
of the WCC's policy-making Central Committee and by Dr. W. A. Visser iG Hoole 
general secretary. 


The statement noted that "a number of church leaders have already expressed 
their sorrow that after all that the Jewish people have gone through in recent 
times once again they should become the target of mischievous anti-Semitic propa- 
ganda". 


It underlined an carlier statement made by the WCC's Second Assembly meeting in 
Evanston, Ill., in 1954, in which it urged its member churches to help abolish dis-- 
crimination and segregation "within their owm life and within society". 


In issuing the statement Dr. Visser 't Heoft said that although he had no 
special knowledge the evidence of the outbreaks, which have been reported in eleven 
countries, seems to indicate that they are the work of "a small group of wild people". 


He added thatacts of vandaliam may have the opposite effect hoped for by its 
perpetrators in that "they will awaken hundreds of thousands of Christians to the 
fact that anti-Semitism is still a danger and that they must take a positive 
attitude towards the Jewish people". 


Dr. Fry noted that “it is significant that the paint-brush wielders have had 
to work in secret because it seems to indicate that they know they do not have the 
Eupport Of public opinion". He said that in his opinion it was "a passing phase". 


A complete text of the statement issued follows: 


"A number of church leaders have already oxpressed their sorrow that after all 
that the Jewish people have gone through in recent times once again they should 
become the target of a mischievous anti-Semitic propaganda. The World Councih of 
Churches desires to usc this opportunity to underline once again what it said at 
its last Assembly: 


"The Assembly urges the churches within its membership to renounce 
all forms of segregation or discrimination and to work for their 
abolition within their own life and within society." 


"Tt desires also to express its deep sympathy with the Jewish people with 
whom Christians share a precious heritage and expresses the desire that this danger- 
ous recrudescence of anti-Semitism may be suppressed from the outset." 
EPS, Geneva 


- pl 
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The International Conference of Old Cutholic Bishops is approaching the 
Eoumenical Patriarchatc of Constantinople about closer cooperation with Eastern 
Orthodox churches, according to a report of Archbishop Andreas Rinkel of Utrecht 
to the Synod of the Old Catholic Ciurch in the Netherlands. The archbishop also 
predicted stronger ties between Old Catholics and Anglicans and advocated calling 
a conference of Old Catholic and Anglican bishops. The 01d Catholic churches, 
which do not acknowledge the Pope, are in communion with Anglicans and cooperate 
with Anglican missionary work. 


ise 


More than 200 foreigners working in Thailand have bee. graduated from the Union 
Language School in Bangkok since it became a cooperative enterprise in 1956. 
Started following World War II to train Presbyterian missionaries in the Thai 
language, it is now also opcrated by the American Baptists, Southern Baptists and 
Christian Mission (Disciples of Christ). It has 24 teachers, and an enrollment 
of 58 students, of whom the majority are missionaries. 
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The Dutch Reformed Church in the Union of South Africa is conducting missions 
among 17 language and racial groups, through 89 mission stations, 566 congregations 
and at 2,000 outposts, besides many hospitals and other institutions, according to 
a year's end report. It said the work is being carried out among the Coloureds and 
Bantu in the Union of South Africa and the indigenous peoples of South-West Africa, 
the British Protectorates, Southern and Northern Rhodesia, Nyasaland, Kenya and 
Northern Nigeria. 


The president of the National Council of Churches (US) Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, 
has embarked on a three-weeks' visit of church-supported refugee centres in Hong 

Kong, India, Pakistan, Lebanon and Jordan. The visit is an extension of a fifteen- 

day Christmas tour of US armed forces' bases in the Far Pacific which he made as 
spiritual emissary of the 33 Protestant and Orthodox member churches of the NCC. 


Rite 


Adult education leaders of the Presbyterian Church in the US (Southern) have 
endorsed the establishment of schools of theology to provide short-course training : 
for denominational lay leaders. The schools, following the pattern devcloped in 

Europe since World War II, would offer courses in the Bible, the Church, theology 

and Christian Life. 


A World Mental Health Year will be launched in 1960 in an effort to give the 
same sort of impetus to advances in this field as the International Geophysical 
Year did for the physical sciences. The Academy of Religion and Mental Health and 
the World Federation for Mental Health will inaugurate the Year at the Acadeny's 
first annual meeting in New York, January 14-15. 


x % 


The United Lutheran Church in America is making a study of capital punishment. 
The study will consider the matter from “the theological, sociological and crimino- 
logical points of views". . 


Le vise uy be 


hi / 
ak, i ~ 5 » / 


No.1 - 8th January, 1960, 9 


a 


ore than 55,000 people have attended meetings or workshops at the Evangelical 
Academy of the Evangelical Church of Hannover, at Loccum since its foundation in 
1946. The Academy, one of the first of the seventeen now in operation, was founded 
to discuss not only theological questions, but social, political, vecational and 
other current concerns in the light of the Christian faith. 


ie tay 


An East German radio broadcast has reported that during 1959 the Soviet Zone 
government contributed the equivalent of #72,000 toward rebuilding and repairing of 
war-damaged churches. It said the announcement was made to correct "capitalist 
press and especially American press! reports about "the alleged cersecution of the 
Churches in East Germany", 
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A total of 2,208 Koreans, most of them students, were baptised during a recent 
Methodist evangelistic mission in Korea, The mission was led by Dr. Harry Denman, 
Nashville, Tenn. (US), general secretary of the Methodist General Board of Evangel- 
ism, and five other Americans, The mission was organized under the auspices of 
the Christian Teachers Association of Korea and 12 educational institutions with an 
enrollment of more than 25,000 participated, 
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Bishop Zoltan Kaldy, of the Budapest Diocese of the Lutheran Church, Hungary, 
has written a letter to the Finnish National Committee of the Lutheran World 
Federation to say he is planning a visit to Finland in 1960, 
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Yugoslavia "will not for the time being" restore diplomatic relations with the 
Vatican, an official spokesman of the Yugoslav Foreign Secretariat has announced in 
Belgrade. He added that "there is nothing new in the Government's relations to 
the Vatican, Yugoslavia broke off relations with the Holy See in December, 1952, 
charging Vatican interference with the country's international effairs 


NZ 


US Protestant and Eastern Orthodox church members will be asked to give 
10,000,000 pounds of used clothing for overseas relief in 1960 - double their 1959 
contributions, In addition they will also be asked to donate 2,000,00C blankets 
for distribution to refugees. The collection of clothing and blankets will be 
launched in February in a cooperative appeal organized under auspices of Church 
World Service, overseas relief arm of the National Council of Churches. 


Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral in Piraeus, Greece, badly damaged during 
World War II and now being reconstructed, will receive a set of bells from the 
Russian Orthodox Patriarchate in Moscow. 


A Canadian has been elected Suffragan Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Diocese of New York, He is the Rev, Canon James Stuart Wetmore, director of the 
_ diocese's Department of Christian Education. We will be one cf two assistants 
to Bishoo Horace j. B, Donegan. 
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A new council of the Church of England to be known as the Council of Women's 
Ministry in the Church came into being on January l,. The outcome of a five year 
study, it will be responsible for the selection, training and care of Deaconesses, 
and commissioned lay women, It will also ssek to promote the most effective use 
of women in the service of the church. 
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Metropolitan Dionisus Waledynski, former head of the autocephalous Orthodox 
Church in Poland, until it was put under the jurisdiction of the Moscow Patriarchate 
by government action in 1948, is reported to have been released from Soviet 
detention and returned to Poland. 
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Lutheran world Federation officials have announced that the crganization has 
Signed an agreement with the Near East Christian Council whereby the two organi za- 
tions will share the broadcasting time of the Federation's projected radio station 
in Ethiopia, They said the iWF plans to make programme time available also to 
other Christian groups, including the tthiopian Orthodox Church, Dr. Sigurd Aske, 
associate executive of the LWF's Department of World Mission, has been appointed 
the project's first director. 
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Professor Max Huber, an active leader in the ecumenical movement, former 
President of the International Ccurt of Justice and of the International Committee 
of the Red Cross, died January 1, in Zurich. He was 85. Dr, Huber made his most 
notable contribution to the ecumenical movement as chairman of the section on 


“Church and State!’ at the Conference of the Life and Work Movement held in 1937 


at Oxford, England, The report of this section, defining the essential freedom 
of the Church and its prophetic function toward the State, had considerable in- 
fluence on the thought and actions of the churches in the years before and during 
World War IT, 
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CORRECTION: In the December 18th issue of EPS (page 5, In Brief) the membership 
of the newly autonomous Lutheran Batswana Church in South Africa was incorrectly 
listed at 120 persons, The correct figure is 120,000. 
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Korean Presbyterians Move to Heal Rift 


(Seoul) - Representatives of two divided factions within the Presbyterian Church 
in Korea have agreed to reunite. 


A statement issued by peace negotiators for the groups, which split at the 
church's Generel Assembly last September, says "we hereby decide to unify the 
divided General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Korea", 


Further meetings have been fixed to work out details, The segotiators were 
called together with help from missionaries of churches that join in the Korean 
church's work; the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, the Presbyterian Church 
in the US (Southern) and the Presbyterian Church of Australia. 


Two representatives of the mission board, Presbyterian Church US - Dr. 5. 
Hugh Bradley, Far East field secretary and Dr. L. Nelson Bell, attended the 
sessions with the negotiators, The joint statement was drawn up by two spokesmen 
from each side in the dispute. 


For the majority group, which favours continuing membership in the World 
Council of Churches and links with the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, the 
signers were Dr, Kyung Chik Han of Seoul and the Rev. Ho Joon Yun, general 
secretary of the National Christian Council of Korea, 


The minority spokesmen, for the group that broke away because of dislike of 
ecumenical trends, were the Rev, Song Kil “i and the Rev. In Sik Yi, both former 
moderators of the church, 


Reports from Korea say that the spokesmen for the minority group did not 
carry the support of the whole faction in their statement. EPS, Geneva 
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US Methodists Advised to Retain Negro Jurisdiction 


(Washington, D.C.) - The General Conference of The Methodist Church (US) has 
been advised to retain its present regional and jurisdictional structure, in- 
cluding the "Central Jurisdiction" for Negro churcies, 


A four-year study by a seventy-member fact-finding commission has recommended 
retaining the existing five jurisdictions and the all-Negro Central Jurisdiction, 
Eech jurisdiction elects its own bishops and sends representatives to central 
boards and agencies of The Methodist Church, 


The findings of the commission will be presented to the church's General Con- 
ference at its Denver, Colorado, meeting, April 27-May 11. 


Asked by The Methodist Church to examine the problem of racial segregation, 
the commission reported that the existence of the Central Jurisdiction "assures 
racial integration in the highest echelons of our Church", They said The Metho- 
dist Church had the highest degree of racial integration in its governing bodies 
of any American denomination. 


Opposing "drastic legislation" as a means of solving the segregation problem, 
the report advocated "education and experimentation in the creating of a climate- 
spiritual and psychological - in which an inclusive Methodist Church will be a 
reality", 


The commission pointed out that local congregations can apply for trans- 
fer from one jurisdiction to another and advocated implementing this step. Uther 
proposals for racial cooperation in the church include setting up interracial 
ministerial associations, more pulpit exchanges and establishment of committees 
on interracial brotherhood in the 100 annual conferences of the church, 


The chairman of the commission was Mr, Charles C. Parlin, well-known New 
York lawyer. 


Five hundred thousand Negroes are among the nearly ten million Methodists 
in the USA, EPS, Geneva 


New Home for Refugees’ in Greece 


— 


(Kalamata, Greece) —- Forty alien and handicapped refugees have been resettled 
in anew home in Kalemeta, southern Greece, being operated under auspices of the 
World Council of Churches, 


he home is the first major project of its kind in Greece which provides for 
the permanent resettlement of refugees, All forty of its occupants ~ Albanians, 
Bulgarians and Yugoslavs, who have come into Greece since the end of World War II - 
have been rejected for resettlement in other countries. 


The WCC began negotiations to establish the home two years ago when the 
Metropolis of Kalamata offered to provide the land. Permission was received from 
Greek government authorities to establish the home and the United States Iscapee 
Program and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refucees made the basic grants 
for the building and for maintenance. Additional aid was ;iven by the “orld Council 
and by Swedish Inter-Church Aid, the British Council of Churches, Church World 
Service (US), CORSO (a New Zealand voluntary community agercy for overseas relies), 
CARE, the Oxford Committee for Famine Relief (UK) and also by the Wings of Friend- 
ship agency, 
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At the opening of the home, the Orthodox Bishop of Kalamata said that Mohe 
World Council of Churches deserves every credit and honour because, in cooperation 
with the United Nations, it represents the love of the churches by founding such 
beautiful homes", 


During the past summer an ecumenical work camp in which 24 youth participated, 
also built a work project building, including a carpenter's room, rabbit house and 
chicken house, on the grounds of the home. 


Work will be provided for the refugees living at the home either through 
church-related programmes or in agricultural projects in the area, 


The home will be administered by a special Foundetion esteblished by Royal 
Decree, of which the Metropolitan of Messina is the president, Members include 
WoC and UNHCR representatives. EPS , Geneva 


WCC Asks Continued |RY Support 


(Geneva) - Member Churches of the ‘orld Council of Churches have been called upon 
to continue and to strengthen their support of World Refugee Year, 


In an appeal issued approximately mid-way through the International Year, they 
have been asked particularly to help focus the attention of Christians upon the 
specific responsibilities carried by the churchesin their world-wide service to 
refugees, 


The appeal was issued following a review of church activities for World 
Refugee Year by the twelve-membe: Administrative Committee of the woC's Division 
of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees, at its quarterly meeting in Geneva. 


The Committee noted "with gratitude" that the organization's 172 member 
churches of the Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox confessions, have already con- 
tributed 700,000 to the sup ort of special projects submitted to them by the 
Division for World Refugee Year. 


However, it pointed out, additional support is required if the WG is.to 
fulfil its continuing responsibilities to tens of thousands of refugees who daily 
look to it for help. 


Additionally, it said, this aid is required if it is to take advantage of the 
increased opportunities for cooperation with governmental and intercovernmental 
organizetions for projects of resettlement, integration and welfare care, The 
appeal noted that governmental and intergovernmental agencies are to a Large extent 
dependent upon voluntary agencies for the field work required to carry out their 
programmes, 


One of the largest voluntary agencies in the field, the World Council is car- 
rying a caseload of 60,000 refugees who require immediate help. During 1959 it 
helped resettle a total of 11,647 refugees from 25 countries in new homes in 38 
countries. (In all a total 200,000 refugees have been resettled by the Division 
Since the end of World Wer II.) 


In addition the Division, which employees a refugee service field staff of 
over 500 persons in field offices in 46 countries, also provides extensive pro- 
grammes for refugees still living in camps or in countries of first asylum. This 
includes direct material aid, pastoral care, recreation and kindergarten projects, 
vocational training and language classes, summer camps, medical aid and other help. 
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Thousands of refugees in this category continue to arrive daily, the appeel 
noted, and require the specific help of the churches, 


"In such a service, especially to those for whom migration offers no possible 
solution to theix problem, the hands of Christian fellowship and the ministries 
of the Church gain added meaning,’ it said. 


The appeel asked member churches to give special attention to the list of 
projects submitted to the Division for ‘RY and also "to seek to ensure that an 
appropriate amount of the moneys reised by public appeal should be secured for the 
carrying out of specific chur ch responsibilities". BPS, Geneva 


Ecumenical Scholarships Awarded to 135 Students 


(Geneva) - A group of 155 students from 31 countries ere studying this year in 
colleges, universities and seminaries in 11 countries on World Council of Churches! 
ecumenical scholarships. 


The group, one of the largest ever to participate in the programme, represents 
eighteen churches or confessions, and includes six refugee students - five from 
Hungary and one from Yugoslavia. 


Now in its thirteenth year, the programme is designed to give a broader 
mowledge of the life of other churches in other countries to theological students, 
young pastors, religious education specialists and other youth preparing for work 
in the church, 


In all more than 1,80U students have participated in the programme since it 
was started in 1947. The majority of the scholarships are given in the form of 
"free places", including both tuition and board, by the colieges and seminaries 
of member churches of the World Council. 


Countries in which students are studying during this 1¢59-60 academic year 
are Canada, the USA, India, Britain, France, Germany, Greece, the Netherlands, 
Italy, Switzerland and Turkey. In Switacrland, schools av which students are 
studying include the 00's Ecumenicel Institute et Bossey. 


ythe students come from Asia, Africa, the iiiddle East, the Fer Best, Latin 
America, Burope and North America, Countries represented are: Angola, the 
Cameroors, liadacascar, Rhodesia, Uganda, the Union of South Africe, Syria, Egypt, 
India, Geylon, Hong Kong, Japan, the USA, Canada, Brazil, Austria, Belgium, 
Britein, Denmerk, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, the Netherlands, Hungary, 
Ireland, Italy, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland and iugoslavia. 


Denominationally the students represent the Anglican, Baptist, Coptic, 
Greek Urthodox, Lutheran, Methodist, Presbyterian end Reformed Churches and the 


Evencelical Union of South ‘frice, the United Church of Japan, the Dutch Reformed 


Church of South Africa, the Re-Reformed Church of South Africa, the United Church 
of Rhodesia and the Belgian Christian Missionary Church, EPS, Geneva 


Laurence Ulivier keads Prayer for Leprosy Sufferers 


(Paris) - Sir Laurence Ulivier, noted British actor, will read a prayer for 
sufferers from leprosy on radio and television on Sunday January 31 to mark the 
seventh annual world day commemorating their needs. 


The prayer, written by Monsieur Reoul Follereau, is in the form of a ‘poem 
and hes been previously used in French by French actor Pierre Fresnay 
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li, Follereau, president of the Order of Charity in France, distributes a 
brochure internationally to enlist concern for the fifteen million leprosy sufferers 
in the world, EPS, Geneva 


Pastors Arrested for Evangelising in Italy 


(Rome) - Three Protestant ministers who tried to hold an open air meeting in the 
talian city of Salerno in December were arrested and detained for two hours by 
police, who broke up the attempt. 


Microphones, amplifiers and a cax used as a platform were confiscated and a 
camera carried by one of the preachers was damaged. 


The three arrested men were Mose Baldari, an Italian; V.J. Casale, who has 
been in the service of the Bible Christian Union in Italy for six years; and W. 
Fusco, a Baptist from the United States, 

Pastor Casale said that the police had been alerted in advance about the 
meeting in accordance with the law and there had been no ban. 


No explanations or apologies were given by the police. EPS, Geneva 


German Church Leaders Declare Solidarity with Jews 


| a A 


(Bielefeld) - PresidentErnst Wilm of the Church of “estphalia has called for greater 
efforts to train children in Germany to show friendship toward the Jewish people. 


In an interview with the Evangelical Press Service, the churchman, who was a 
leader in the church resistance to National Socialism, said he was distressed be- 


cause minors had been guilty of anti-Semitic demonstrations, 


Who hes sown seeds of hate toward our Jewish brothers in the heart of children 
and made them commit these criminal actions?" he asked, "Why are the monstrous 
atrocities our nation was able to inflict on t!.e Jews concealed from our children 
in schools and homes." 


President ilm advocated encouraging a truly Christian approach to the Jews 
in local parish youth sroups and church organisations, 


"If we meet a Jew we Christians must be filled with love a hundred times as 
strong as usual", he declared, "If God in His mercy sends a Jew who survived terror 
across my path, he does it to make me love this one Jew for the sake of the millions 
of Jews who have been killed and to make me offer a very mcdest reparation for the 
wrong done to his brothers and sisters" 


The Westphalian leader asked for increased support of the Society for Christian- 
Jewish Cooperation, to which he belongs. 


In action taken efter the outbreak of anti-Semitic incidents in Germany, 
Bishop Utto Dibelius of Berlin, president of the Evangelical Church in Germany 
(EXD), wired "the deep alarm and horror" of German Protestant people to Israel's 
Prime Minister, David Ben Gurion, lie offered Israel a sum of 425,000 to help 
Jewish immigrants, EPS, Geneva 


No, 2 - 15th January 1960 : : 6 


Ms brLe st, 


The British and Foreign Bible Society has.anroinced a campaign to circulate 
a million more Gospels in Africa in 1960 in additionto its normal programme, Half 
a million will be printed in the United Kingdom in 39 African languages, The rest, 
in 15 other lenguages, will be printed in Africa, Churches, Christian councils 
and literature committees will be asked to cooperate in distribution sat low selling 
prices, Eye-catching covers are being designed to help sell the Gospels. 


aS 
‘ aN 


Yugoslav customs officiels heave released 800 parcels of Scriptures held for 
six months in customs, The consignment, sent by the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, includes 5,U00 Bibles, 3,000 New Testaments and 14,000 Gospels, mostly 
in Serbian, Croatian, Czech, Slovenian and Rumanian, Distribution will be through 
the Bible Society's Belgrade depot. 


The Rev. A.E. Inbanathan has been appointed general secretary of the Bible 
Society of India and Ceylon from May 1960. He succeeds the late Mr. P, Mahanty, 
who died last November. Dr. Inbanathan, a Presbyter of the Church of South India, 
is a graduate of Bangalore and Serampore theological feculties and of Hartford 
Theological Seminary in the USA, He has been a chaplain at the Vellore Medical 
College and Hospital in South India end in 1959 was visiting «illiam Peton Lecturer 
at Selly Oak, Birmingham, Dr, Inbanathen will work from Bangalore, 


An illustrated booklet, "Stories of Jesus for Children iiverywhere", is being 
distributed in the Congo in twenty dialects in an edition of 24b,L0UU0, The offset 
printing is a stage in a project to make the booklet available in fifty languages 
“end dialects in various countries, The money came from gifts of children, especially 
in the USA and Canada, and is being administered by the World Council of Christian 


Education and Sunday School Association. 


A Roman Catholic lay missionary organisation called "Organisation Mondials 
du Laicsat Missionneire" is training volunteers to serve abroad for a two-year 
period without pay. After selection, candidates are trained for two months before 
being sent to help in Roman Catholic missionary work, 


Se Ae 
Aces wear AY 


Dr. Arnold T. Ohrn, general secretery of the Baptist World Alliance since 
1948, has announced that he will retire from the post at the tenth Baptist World 
Congress to be held in Rio de Jeneiro, Brazil, June 26-July 3, 1960, Dr. Joseph 
Nordenheuz of Norway, President of the international Baptist Theological Seminary 
at Ruschlikon-Zurich, Switzerland, has been nominated by the Alliance's executive 
committee to succeed Dr Ohrn,. 


The blethodist Church in the USA launched an international "Decade of Prayer" 
on January 1 as the first step in a "Decade of Dynamic Discipleship" promoted by 
the church's General Board of Evangelism. Evangelist Dr, E, Stanley Jones spoke 
to a midnight prayer service et knoxville, Tennessee, attended by 1,1U0 people 
from 23 American States. In addition to a world-wide stress on prayer for peace 
and Bible reading, the "Decede" will work for more vigorous evangelism, training 
in doctrine, starting ofnew churches and the recruiting of preachers and missionaries. 


ara 
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The executive officers of the four largest Protestant churches in France ere 
prepering a statement on ordination to the ministry for consideration by the churches! 
governing bodies in 1960 and 1961. The research is being done in response 
to the work of a Commission of Ecumenical Studies set up by all four churches: The 
Church of the Augsburg Confession, the Evangelical Lutheran Church of France, the 
Reformed Church of Alsace-Lorraine and the French Reformed Church, 


SZ 
ray “ 


Pastor Marc Boegner, president of the French Protestant Federation, has be- 
come president of the Academy of Moral and Political Sciences in Paris, Dr. Boegner, 
wno is the first Christian minister to hold the position for 169 years, urged 
the admission of women to membership of the body, 


Tin ofX, 


The Anglican, Roman Cetholic, Methodist and Presbyterian churches in Malaya 
have protested to Prime Minister Tengku Abdul Rahman following a government ban 
on Sunday broadcasts of church worship, 


ah. 4 
70 


Pastor Olev Rérdam, an ex-minister of the Lutheran National Church of Denmark 
and a married man, has been given dispensation by Pope John XXATII to be ordained 
as a Catholic priest, Pastor Rérdam, who became a Roman Catholic in 1945, is the 
first married Roman Catholic priest in the country and will serve at the Church 
of St. Theresa in Copenhagen, 


Evangelist Billy Graham will visit West Germany to conduct a campaign in the 
autumn of 1960, In response to an invitetion from the Evengelical Allience, he 
will speak in Essen, Hamburg and Berlin in September, Nine preparatory committees 
in Germany will prepare and follow up the visit. BPS, Geneva 
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UN Report Sees Decline in Religious Bias 


(New York) - A two-year study by the United Nations has found that religious dis- 
crimination is declining around the world. 


The 30,000 word study, completed before the recent outbreak of anti-Semitic 
vandalism, concludes that there is “a widespread trend" toward equal treatment 
of religions and their followers. 


Tt attributes the trend to a change in the attitude of churches, governments 
and the public. However, it said, the possibility of a reversal in this trend 
should not be ruled out. It sugsested a proposed list of "basic rules" to guide 
governments in their efforts to eradicate discrimination of “thought, conscience 
and religion", including: 


Freedom to adhere or not to adhere to a religion and ... to comply with prac- 
tices prescribed or authorized by (the individual's) religion or beliefs. 


Freedom of worship, either alone or with others in public or private and 
freedom of pilgrims to journey to sacred places as acts of devotion, whether in- 
side or outside their country. 


Freedom to disseminate a religiou or belief, provided it does not impair the 
rights of others. 


lio one shovld be compelled to take an oath contrary to the prescriptions of 
his religion or belief. 


es 
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Religions and their followers should not be favoured or discriminated against 
in the granting of subsidies or tax exemptions. 


The report was compiled by Arcot Krishnaswami, of India, a member of the UN 
Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities. He 
has also prepared separate reports on religious discrimination in 86 countries. 

EPS, Geneva. 


New Zealand Churches Denounce Government's Refugee Programme 


OO LE A a es nee ne A 


(Christchurch, New Zealand) - The New Zealand Council of Churches has denounced as 
"quite inadequate" the response of the New Zealand Government to World Refugee 
Year. 


In a letter to Prime Minister Welter Nash, the Council charged that while the 
Government has continued its normal grant to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, 
its only additional effort toward World Refugee Year appears to be the granting 
of entry permits for "a small group" of 50 partially handicapped refugee families 
from Hone Kong and Burope. 


The Rev. Alan A. Brash, NCC generel secretary, interviewed at World Council 
of Churches headquarters in Geneva, described New Zealand's effort as "pathetically 
inadequate". 


"The truth is that those New Zealanders who are really informed about the 
refugee situation in the world are ashamed of how little we have done to help 
solve it through the years," he said. "The NCC had sent this public letter of 
protest to the Government in the hope that it will challenge the country as a 
whole and result in the demand for sore zenerous action.'' He added that, "we hope 
our particular proposals might be adopted, but a greater concern is that something 
should be done on a big scale." 


The Council has asked the ;overnment to reconsider a so-far rejected NCC 
proposal that churches and government cooperate to establish a home for at least 
100 aged white Russian refugees from Hong Kong. Through appeals conducted by 
CORSO, an overseas relief organization of 37 church welfare and social agencies, 
individual New Zealanders have already contributed more that «150,000 (;:420, 000) 
to World Refugee Year. The amount is 50,000 more than the original target goal 
for the country for the year. This amount («=100,000) was raised in the first 
month of World Refugee Year. New Zealand has a population of 2,750,000 persons. 

EPS, Geneva. 


Alabama Methodists Oppose Report 


(Montgomery, Alabama) - A group of Alabama Methodist ministers and lay leaders 
have charged that retention of present Methodist Church organization is another 
move toward ultimate racial integration in the denomination. (See EPS No.2) 


The General Conference of the Church had been advised by a special fact-find- 
ing commission to keep its present regional and jurisdictional structure, in- 
cluding the "Central Jurisdiction" for Negro churches. 


One of the critics, Dr. G. Stanley Frazer, a retired minister, said that the 
commission's recommendation means that "sll segregation factors in the churches, 
schools and other facets of the denomination are to be eliminated". He said that 
fas the report is written, the Jurisdictional Conference of the Methodist Church 
will become little more than a form without meaning or authority. In the cor- 
mission's proposals the jurisdictions are beinz stripped of major powers". 
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The commission, composed of some of the church's most highly respested elergy- 
men and lay leaders, had reported that "drastic legislation will not accomplish 
the fully inclusive Church we all desire". 


It suggested that, instead of abolishing the present jurisdictional structure, 
the 1960 General Conference seek to implement an amendment of the church con- 
stitutinn which provides legal steps for the transfer of local congregations from 
one jurisdiction to another. It also urged the development of inter-racial 
ministerial associations at the éommunity level. 


Alebama church leaders also opposing the Commission's suggestion included 
Circuit Judge Whit Windhem, president of the unofficial Alabama Methodist Layman's 
Union; and Judge L. S. Moore, the union's vice-president and chairman of the 
Alabama-West Florida Annual Conference delegation to the Church's General Ccn- 
ference to be held at Denver, Colorado, April 27 - May 11. y EPS, Geneva. 


Race Relations ‘essage Asks Open Housing 


(New York) - US Christians have been called upon to eliminate racial barriers in 
housing as a practical demonstration of good neighbourliness in their communities 
in the annual Message for Race Relations Sunday (February 14) issued by the 
National Council of Churches. 


The message, entitled "... love... in deed and in truth", stresses that 
Christians can exhibit their Christian love by working to make adequate housing 
available to all persons without regard to race, religion or national origin and 
thus "... overcome estrangement as well as bind up the broken fellowship in our 
society". 


In far too many instances, it says, love is not practiced in the current 
pattern of racial relationships in the United States. "The superior-inferior 
status accorded people on the basis of their race results in broken fellowship, 
but, even worse, in estrangement and at times in open conflict." 


Noting that Christians are aware segregation is sinful and many churches 
are working to eliminate discrimination, the message asked that all Christians 
express their love for their fellow-men by selling or renting property to all per- 
sons regardless of race or colour. EPS, Geneva. 


Pope John Addresses Catholic Action Group 


(Vatican City) - Pope John XXIII in an address in St. Peter's Basilica has urged 
Catholic Action organizations everywhere to be "a shining mirror of brotherly 
unity and a banner of salvation for society". 


Addressing some 20,000 persons, most of them mambers of the women's branch of 
Italian Catholic Action, at a ceremony commemorating the 40th anniversary of Rome 
Catholic Action, the Pontiff declared: | 


"You are engaged in the strenuous defense of the fundamental principles cf 
Christian social order, in the protection of man redeemed by Jesus Christ and in 
defending the dignity, freedom and inalienable rights of man." 


Observors noted that Pope John's predecessors, Pope Pius X, Pius XI and Pius 
XII in similar addresses had defined the goal of Catholic Action as "the defense 
of Catholic truth." 
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Catholic Action, as described by Pope Pius XI is "the participation of the 
laity in the apostolate of the hierarchy" 'by the pursuit of personal Christian 
perfection and by the union of all social classes around those centres of doctrine 
and social activity sustained by the authority of the bishops. EPS, Geneva. 


Kemertin Independence Hailed 


(Philadelphia) - The independence of Kamerun, West Africa on January 1, has been 
hailed by two top officials of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA. 


In a cable of congratulation sent to Prime -inister Ahmadou Ahidjo, Dr. Arthur 
L. Miller, moderator of the Church's General Assembly and Dr. Eugene Carson Bleke, 
its stated clerk said: 


We pray God's blessing upon your citizens as they build their new nation and 
make their contribution to a free world. Having through these years develcped 
friendly relations with the people of Kamerun through a programme of Christian 
mission, we pledge our continued cooperation through the Presbyterian Church cf 
Kemerun." 


American Presbyterian missions have been active in Kamerun (formerly French 
Cameroun) for more than 100 years and have established numerous onurches, 8 hos- 
pitals, ten dispensaries, a dental clinic, four leprosy projects, 235 primary 
schools, a college and a séminary. 


The Presbyterian Church of Kamerun has $3,350 members in 190 congregations 
and 1,250 "unorganized groups" served by 92 African ordained ministers, 1400 


evangelists and a number of missionaries. Also serving as "fraternal workers" 
with the Kamerun Church are 106 Americans, 16 Swiss, French and Italiars and one 
Australian. EPS, Geneva. 


US Churches Study Economic Problems 


(New Yurk) - Lonal Protestant and Orthodox congregations across the United States 
have undertaken a year-long study of key problems in the US eccnomy. 


The studies, launched this week as part of the observance of Chureh and 
Economic Life Week (January 17 - 23) are designed "to develop an active and infcrmed 
concern by church people for the application of Christian principles to eccnomic 
life". 


Theme of the week is "New Trials for a New Decade". The studies have been 
organized in five main "problem areas": peaceful uses of atomic energy, mcral 
aspects of inflation: effects of America's "working women" patterns: relation- 
ship of farmers’ welfare to labour unions’ higher wage demands: and the churches' 
own business and employment practices. 


The studies are being sponsored by the National Council of Churches' Depart- 
ment of Church and Economic Life of which Charles P. Taft, Cincinnati, Ohic, pro- 
minent Episcopal layman and former mayor of Cincinnati, is chairman. 

EPS, Geneva. 
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Churches Challenged On European Integration 


(Amsterdam) — European churches have been challenged to help develop in their 
members an understanding of rapidly developing plans for Buropean integration. 


Although all plans indicate the issue is "fully alive’, "... Christian opinion, 
generally speaking is not aware of the importance of what is at stake! , according 
to the Committee on the Christian Responsibility for European Cooperation. 


"Tt is inclined to hold to the past instead of seeing the tasks and oppor- 
tunities of the future," the Committee declared, "vet there is no doubt that for 
Europe the establishment of a responsible society... requires a better understand- 
ing not only by experts, but by peoples at MATZ. we 


The challenge was part of one of a series of statements issued at the con- 
clusion of the semi-annual meeting of the Committee held last week (January. 9-10) 
in Amsterdam. The Committee is an unofficial group of prominent Christian laymen 
and theologians concerned with the issues of the changing European political and 
economic life. 


The report on European integration noted that while the experiment of the 
European Communities of the Six is "a going concern and a factor in the planning of 
every European businessman", there are still"difficulties"in relationships with 
Great Britain and some other countries of the European Free Trade Area and “it is 
probably too early to expect final settlements". 


But regardless of the outcome of such discussions, it added, there can be no 
doubt "the Europe of national states (Burope des patries) seems to belong to the 
past... and that today the national states are no longer commensurate with the tech- 
nical development and the spiritual requirements of the modern world". 


In the statement on the Summit Negotiations, the Committee noted that"Christian 
people cannot but welcome the resumption of such negotiations", yet they must view 
the possibilities of the discussions with "sober realism". 


"T+ will be easier to come to terms with the Soviet Union about outer space 
and Antarctica than about Berlin," it said. "... the basic disagreement between the 
Soviet Union and the Atlantic Alliance over Europe remains," 


A statement on Moral Issues in Buropean life, pointed to the burden of tensions 
created by the East-West conflicts, but warned that "next to violence, resignation 
is the worst response to the frustrating aspects of this situation". Solutions to 

the many problems of Europe, it said, "can only spring from convictions on man and 
society which are not given up under changing circumstances". 


"Nothing less is required than a new European society, emerging out of the - 
ruins of our old nations and classes: grateful for the benefits of the past and 
ready to share them with others; ashamed of former wrongs and open to the demands 
of the future." In such a society, it added, “the witness of the Gospel would not 
only be respected but taken seriously”. 


Chairman of the Committee is Dr. C. L. Patijn, prominent lay leader in the 
ecumenical movement and a member of the Dutch Parliament. EPS, Geneva. 
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Churches Study Migration Problems 


(Geneva) - The broad problems of intcrnational migration and responsibilities of 
the churches inthe field are being explored by special study groups in ten 
countries. 


Organized as unofficial advisory groups to a major four-year study of migration 
being conducted by the World Council of Churches, the groups have been set-up in 
Australia, Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, the Netherlands, Norway, the 

United Kingdom and the USa. 


A report on their activities was presented at @ special three-day meeting, 
(January li - 13) at WCC headquarters in Geneva of the 14—-member Commission which 
is conducting the study. 


The national groups, composed of church leaders and specialists, are dealing 
with a wide range of questions affecting the migrant. These include study of 
motivations for migration, the problems of returnees and the factors in integration - 
social, economic and sociological, including the role played by the immigrant's 
personal faith in the success or failure of his integration. 


The study initiated in 1958, will be climaxed by an international conference 
to be held in June, 1961, in or near Geneva. The Commission, which is chaired by 
Dr. Robert Mackie, of Bigger, Scotland, also chairman. of the Adninistrative.Con- 
mittee of the WGC's Division of Inter-Church Aid.and Service to Refugees, is ex- 
pected to meet again next year to complete plans for the Conference. Ite first 
meeting was held one year ago. EPS, Geneva. 


Roman Catholics Pray for Unit 


(The Hague) - The national office of the Apostolate of Prayer of the Roman Catholic 
Church at Nimwegan, the Netherlands, has published extensive documentary material 
on the ecumenical movement in connection with the observance of the Chair of Unity 
Octave, January 18 - 25, when Roman Catholics around the world pray for Christian 
unity. 


Observors noted that the document differs from previous such ones in that it. 
does not make use of such words as “conversion” and "return" to the Roman Catholic 
church in describing steps towards Christian unity. 


The document exhorts Roman Catholics to pray for "unity as Christ Willed it... 
that all Catholics, non-Catholic Fastern Christians, Anglicans and Reformed Christ- 
jans may increase their prayers and activly continue their endeavors for Unity$ 
that all spiritual leaders may be led to an increased understanding of the neces= 
sity of unity in humility and love; that the shane of a divided Christendom nay 
be removed from the view of Jews, i.ohammedans and other non-Christians; and finally, . 
that the unity of Christians may become a source of peace and a sign of God's love 
for all men". EPS. Geneva. 
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CIMADE Reports Algerian Refugee Gifts. 


(Paris) ~ CIMADE has reported material gifts valued at $22,000 received during the 
first six weeks of its emergency appeal for Algerian refugees. (See EPS No .46) 


The ecumenical service agency of the French Protestant and Orthodox churches, 
said 44 tons of milk, 8 tons of sugar, 94 tons of clothing, 637 blankets, 2,000 
- yards of cloth, and ly tons of rice, chocolate, honey and other foods have been 
received. All ceme from French sources with the exception of 34 tons of clothing 
which were seut from Zurich, Switzerland. 


Material contributions from abroad reported include 100 tons of milk for 
Church World Service (Canada) and 2,000 pounds of vitamins, 42,000 pounds of sugar 
and 100,000 pounds of wheat from Church World Service (US). 


In addition since May 1959, over $70,000 bas been contributed to the appeal, 
which was issued jointly by CIMADE and the French Roman Catholic Church. 
EPS, Gcneva 


In Brief 


The Rev. Dr. Reuben E. Nelson, former general secretary of the American 
Baptist Convention, died suddenly of a heart attack last week in New York. He 
was 54. Dr. Nelson had been Baptist general secretary from 1950 to 1959 when 
he retired because of illness. Before holding that post he was director of pro- 
motion for the convention. Dr. Nelson was a member of the Central Committee of 
the World Council of Churches. 


eae 


A three-day celebration of the 1,200,000 member African Methodist Episcopal 
Church (US) will begin Sunday, February 14, to launch the 200th birthday observance 
of the dcnomination's founder, Richard Allen. The Church's bishops, officers, 
ccllege presidents and others will mcet to mark the event in special services in 
Philadelphia, where the founder was born of slave parents in 1760. Bishop Allen 
founded the first AME congregation in 1816 and the same year became the denomina= 
tion's first bishop. 


With the consecration of Canon H. R. Hunt as Suffragan Bishop of Toronto, An- 
glican Church of Canada, the diocese has become the first See of the Anglican com- 
munion in North America to have threc active bishops. Before the consecretion 
rites, which were attended by more than 20 bishops, and leaders of other denomina- 
tions, Bishop Hunt was general secretary of the Canadian Church's General Synod. 


He ok. 


Dr. Carl E. Lund-Quist, executive secretary of the Lutheran World Federation, 
has been granted "an extended health leave" in the United States. Dr. Lund-Quist, 
who has been hospitalized in Geneva four times since last March 1, because of “high 
blood pressure and secondary symptoms", nas entered the Mayo Clinic, Rochester, 
Minn., for diagnosis and treatment. Upon his discharge from the clinic, at -238 
expected that he will spend "several months in recuperation". 


Sek: 
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Total giving in 1959 inthe United States to religious organizations of all 
faiths reached an cstimated $3.9 billion, as compared with $3.6 billion the pre- 
vious year, it has been reported by the American Association of Fund Raising Counsel, 
in New York. |The Counsel said total philanthropy may be in excess of nay Ges ey awl ln he a 
as compared with $7.1 billion in 1958. | 


ae) eS 


Eleven US Methodist ministers are conducting the first Methodist visitation 
evangelism mission ever held in Wales. The Sixteen day (January 8 - 24) mission 
has been undertakon under the auspices «f the llethodist General Board of Evangelism 
(US) at the invitation of Dr. Maldwyn Edwards of Cardiff, head of Methodism in 
Wales. 

Fhe. 


The United Lutheran Church in America (US) has reported its membership. has 
almost doubled in the years between 1918 - when it was founded — and 1958. 
Latest membership is reported at 2,459,792 - a net gain of 1,547,178 baptized 
members in the forty-year period. 


* % 


Delegates to the 50th anniversery convention of the National Lutheran Edu- 
cational Convention meeting in Boston, Mass. (US) have voted unanimously to 
develop a teacher-student exchange programme with Andhra Christian College, Guntur, 
India. Andhra Christian College, which has approximately 2,000 students, is rela- 
ted to and supported by the United Lutheran Church in America. The NLEC includes 
20 theological seminaries, 29 colleges and universities, six junior colleges and 
two deaconess training schools in the US and Canada related, to nine Lutheran 
bodies. 
eo 


The Mariological Society of America announced at the close of its llth annual 
convention in Detroit, Mich, that it will petition the Ecumenical Council called by 
Pope John XXIII to inaugurate further study of the Blessed Virgin's role as Co- 


Redemptrix. 
* * 


Korea's only standard School of Medical Technology has graduated its first 
class of 13 students at the Presbyterian Hospital in Taegu. The school was foun- 
ded in May, 1958, by Paul H. Park, chief of laboratories at the Hospital, and Dr. 
Howard BE. Moffett, its superintendent, an .merican who went to Korea as a Presby- 
terian missionary in 1949. 


Christian Endeavour Week will be observed January 51 through February 7, by 
young people in thousands of Protestant churches in North America. Theme of the 
observance, which marks the 79th anniversary of the founding of Christian Endeavour 
is "Citizenship Unlimited". The week's activities will include special rallies, 
church services, conferences, radio and television broadcasts and other projects. 


ae LR 


The Very Rev. Father Dom Lambert Beauduin, 0. S. B., founder and first Prior 
of the monastary of Chévetogne (Belgium), has dicd at the age of 87. The cloister 
is known as one of the foremost Roman Catholic centres of ecumenical studies. 


sea Me 


: 
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Dr. Henry J. Cadbury, Philadelphia (US), chairman of the board of directors 
and the corporation of the American Friends Service Committee for 25 years, has 


resigned both posts with the world-wide Quaker welfare agency. He will continue 
serving the committee as honorary chairman. Dr. Cadbury helped found the AFSC in 
1917 and was one of its first workers. Named tc succeed Dr. Cadbury has been 


Harold Evans, Philadelphia attorney, who served the committee on its first major 
mission, the emergency feeding cf children in Germany after World War I, and has been 
on other relief missions to Europe since World War II. 


Tay eta 


Francis Cardinal Spellman, Archbishop of the Diocese of New York visited His 
All Holiness Athenagoras, ECumenical Patriarchate of the Orthodox Church in Istan- 
bul during a recent tour of the area. It was the first visit by a Cardinal of the 
Roman Catholic Church to the Patriarchate. Cardinal Spellman and the Ecumenical 
Patriarch have long been personal friends. The Patriarch, as Archbishop of North 
and South America of the Orthodox Church, resided in the United States for 18 years. 


SS 


A new quarterly theological journal for Christian university students is being 
published in Japan under joint auspices of the YWCA ad the YMCA. The first issue 
is devoted to the international teaching project “Life and Mission of the Church" 
being sponsored by the World Student Christian Federation. 


Ce a 


Inter-Chur ch Aid and Refugee Service of the British Vouncil of Churches has 
announced that the final result of its Christmas appeal would “almost certainly be 
ar und a quarter of a million pounds" and may casily pass that mark. It said that 
&205,000 had been received by January 15 and contributions are still coming in at 
the rate of «4,000 per day. 


TAbny REA 


NOTE: A copy of the new WCC ecumenical work camps poster is enclosed with this 
issue for display use and as a guide to the kind of work camp pictures available for 
publicity from the CC Department of Information, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, 
Switzerland, Additional copies of the poster may be ordered at a cost of h.Sw. 
25.00 per 100 ($6.00). Discounts for larger quantities. 
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A Special Report 
Church Leaders Denounce Anti-Semitic Vandalism 


(Geneva) - Church leaders around the world have vigorously denounced the current 
wave of anti-Semitic vandalism and called for immediate and intensified efforts 
to eradicate the spirit of bigotry and hatred which fosters it. 


At the same time, they have warned that the vandalism threatens the religious 
freedom of all faiths and exhorted Christians to put into daily practice the 
Christian precepts of the brotherhood of all men as a means of abolishing segre- 
gation and discrimination. 


This common Christian concern has been stated in messages by both the World 
Council of Churches and the Vatican. The WCC expressed its"deep sympathy" for 
victims of the incidents and urged that "this dangerous recrudescence of anti- 
Semitism be supressed from the outset". (See EPS No.1) 


The Vatican Radio, warned that the same kind of racial hatred responsible 
for the deaths of millions of Jews in Nazi Germany, "is behind the anti-Semitism 
of today. In the name of Christianity and humanity and in the name of all the 
Jews who have perished in the persecution of the past, the peopre of the world, 
and more especially certain sections of youth, must be warned against returning to 
the evil, deplorable practices of the past," it declared. 


In West Germany, where the incidents were touched off by the defacing of a 
Synagogue in Cologne, on Christmas Eve, strong protests have been made by the major 
church groups and leaders. 


Bishop Otto Dibelius, chairman of the Council of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany (EKID) , has denounced the incidents as "disgusting” and said they were 
“proof that the German nation has not overcome its past. That past,"he added, 
Popmia not be killed, but’it could be. overcome." In a cable to Premier David Ben- 
Gurion of Israel, he expressed “the deep concern and disgust" of German Protestants 
over the outbreak and in the name of EKID forwarded a sum of $25,000 to assist dis- 
tressed immigrants to Israel. 


A statement of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church said the incidents 
"should lead us to discover our own shortcomings". It urged efforts towards "break- 
ing the silence" between the older and young generations. "We must help our youth 
to form their own clear judgement on the history and antecedents of the Third Reich," 
it declared. 


Dr. Heinrich Griiber, former representative of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany to the East German Government, who was himself imprisoned in a concentration 
camp by the Nazis, told a public meeting in West Berlin that “with every one of the 
millions of victims of the Nazi regime, Christ has been denied, shot and burned", 
He said those who had contact with these crimes had lost every right to hold a re= 
sponsible position. 


‘The German YMCA, also protested against the acts and called upon its members 
to repudiate all forms of anti-Semitism, Walter Lutz, YMCA General Secretary 
declared, "The ignominous past of 1933-1945 will not be repeated in our country. 
Where has the older generation failed? That is the great question." 
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Church bodies in other parts of the world have been equally vigorous in de- 
nouncing the acts. 


The Bishops of the Church of Norway issued a statement expressing their con- 
viction that it is the duty of the Christian church to defend the right of every 
man to live in freedom and that “any threat to this freedom is a mar on Christian 
eivyitization". 


In Switzerland, the Consistory of the National Protestant Church of Geneva, 
condemned "all aberrations arising from racial prejudice" and recalled that the 
Gospel of Christ seeks to tear down the walls of separation between members of the 
human family. "Christians have a special obligation in fighting anti-Semitic 
fanaticism thathas inflicted such unspeakable suffering on the people of the pro- 
phets and of Jesus," it declared. 


In the United States, where several acts of vandalism in the desecration of 
Synagogues and churches have been reported, Christian leaders have spoken out 
Sharply in condemnation. 


In a statement issued through the National Council of Churches, 21 prominent 
NCC leaders pledged their solidarity with world Jewry in "combatting this evil". 
They said they pelieved it "the duty of the democratic nations of the world to 
seek out and expose people who are advocating, openly or secretly, the Nazi 
philosophy of racialism." 


Presiding Bishop Arthur Lichtenberger of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
said that outbursts of anti-Semitism in the United States "should come as no sur- 
prise (as anti-Semitism is ) still a force to be reckoned with in this country. 
There is ample evidence of it," he continued, “quite apart from recent events. 
This is a wholly evil thing; it is directed ostensibly against Jewish people, 
but it is a threat to -us all. Christians particularly must combat it wherever 
it shows itself." 


Dr. John W. Thomas, executive secretary of the American Baptist Council on 
Christian Social Progress, said the US outbreaks were a “flagrant violation of 
the principle of religious liberty". He asserted that the incidents “should chal- 
lenge all Baptists to express to our Jewish brethren our abhorrence at what has 
taken place, and to renew our efforts... to see that constitutional guarantees of 
freedom of worship for all peoples are implemented.,." 


Archbishop Iakovos, of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South 
America, described the incidents as "symptoms of spiritual and moral uneasiness of 
our times”. 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, stated clerk of the United Presbyterian Church in 
the USA, said that while “some of these things are another form of juvenile delin- 
quency... it appears to me there must have been some organization, although there 
is latent racial prejudice across the world that tends to imitate any such ex- 
pressions..." 


Dr. F. Eppling Reinartz, secretary of the United Lutheran Church in America, 
Said that “any malicious affront to the people from whom my Saviour sprang, I 
count as dishonouring His name and nature". He declared: "The Christian's hope 
of salvation, his focus of worship and the source of his highest motivations and 
authority is the Jew Jesus Christ." 


No. 4/27th Year 29th January 1960 


On Other Pages 


New WCC Headquarters Planned, . » « o ve 2 «© e® © © © © © © © ® 
Churches Plan Radio Network in Korea ... +++ 6 © © © e © 2 
Anglican Group Warns of Drift Towards RC Practices. « » « +» « « 
Australian Churches to Hold Major Conference. .« « » « « « © « @ 
Bishop Dibelius Preaches at Coventry. « » « « » © «e+ ee wo @ 
Special Report: Week of Prayer for Christian Unity observed . . 


rPonNobB ph 


EMRARGO: For release 
Monday, February 1, 1960 
WCC Executive Committee Will Mcet Feb. 8-le in Buenos Aires 


(Buenos Aires) - The first major meeting in Latin America of the World Council 
of Churches is scheduled February 8-12 in Buenos Aires. 


The WCC's 12—member Executive Committee will hold its semi-annual meeting 
in the Argentine capital to map future policy and programme for the cooperative 
work of the WCC's 172 member churches of the Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox 
confessions. 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, president of the United Lutheran Church 
in America, Committee chairman, will preside. The vice chairman is Dr. Ernest 
A. Payne, Baptist, London. 


Dr. W.A. Visser *t Hooft, in his semi-annual report as WCC general 
secretary, will review the outlook for future relations between the WCC and: 


The Russian Orthodox Church. (Dr. Visser 't Hooft headed a five-man WCC 
delegation on a three-weeks' visit to the Soviet Union in December to confer with 
Orthodox church leaders as part of a "get acquainted" process of the two bodies.) 
The Serta Orthodox Church is not a member of the World Council. (See EPS 
No.50). ; 
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The Roman Catholic Church, since the last meeting of the wcoc's 90—member 
Central Committee on the Island of Rhodes in August. (See EPS No. 34). 


In other sessions the Executive Committee is expected to: 


Develop plans for its Third Assembly to be held in late 1961 in New Delhi, 
India, and for the meeting of its Central Committee scheduled in August of 
this year at St. Andrews, Scotland. 


Consider blueprints for a new 2,500,000 headquarters building to be erected 
in Geneva. ‘The new headquarters is being financed by contributions from member 
churches and through special appeals. 


In addition the Executive Committee will also hear semi-annual reports from 
the World Council's major units. 


The meeting is the Executive's first since the Central Committee met in 
August at Rhodes. The Executive Committee holds annual summer and winter 
meetings. It is elected by the Central Committee, the larger body which carries 
out WCC decisions made by its Assembly at meetings held every six years. 


Both before and after the meeting, members of the Committee are expected 
to fill a number of speaking and preaching engagements in Buenos Aires and to 
confer with leaders of local churches. Many will also visit other South Ameri- 
can countries to confer with Protestant leaders and visit offices of the woo's 
Service to Refugees. 


In addition to Executive Committee members two of the six presidents of the 
World Council are expected to attend. They are Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri , 
Methodist, Argentina; and Archbishop Iakovos, Greek Orthodox, Udshe 


Two consultations are also scheduled between WCC and Latin American church 
leaders in connection with the Executive Committee meetings These will be held 
February 5-6 in Buenos Aires and February 15-16 in Sao Paulo, Brazil. In addi- 
tion several Executive Committee members will attend a Conference on Christian 
Responsibility in Areas of Rapid Social Change to be held in Sao Paulo, Feb, 17 — 
ZL, EPS, Geneva. 


New WCC Headquarters Planned 


(Geneva) ~ The World Council of Churches will erect a new $2,500,000 (SweFre 
10,700,000) headquarters building in Geneva, Switzerland. 


Detailed plans for a modern 200-office unit structure were released for the 
first time this week at a press conference held at present WCC headquarters in 


Genevae Construction of the new building is expected to get underway some time 
in 1960. 


Blueprints call for a three-storey building to be constructed facing south on 
a slightly elevated eight and one-half acre site at Grand Saconnex, a suburb of 
Genevas The new location will put WCC headquarters within a ten minute bus ride 
of the centre of Geneva and a short distance from the Palais des Nations (UN) 
and other international organizations. The site was acquired from the City ef 
Geneva which also helped in other ways to work out the present plan. 
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Dr. WA. Visser 't Hooft, WCC general secretary, said the expanding programme 
of the ecumenical agency had long made it necessary to have additional conference 
room and office space for the growing number of staff. 


He said that the WCC's present staff of nearly 150 persons is about double 
what it was ten years ago and that additional staff are expected to be added 
after its Third Assembly, scheduled in late 1961, in New Delhi, India. During 
this ten year period, he said, the WCC total genera. budget has increased from 
$250,000 annually to $505,000 in 1959 and present plans suggest an additional 
increase after the Third Assembly. 


Also to be housed in the new building will be the offices of the Lutheran 
World Federation, the Presbyterian Alliance and other WCO-related bodies, which 
together have staffs of about 100 persons. These world organizations now 
share the WCC's present headquarters site in Geneva, a location on the south 
side of the Lake, where offices are housed in four reconverted chalets at 
four sites with overflow offices in wooden barracks. 


Architect? plans for the new structure call for a three-storey building 
(ieee ground floor and two stories above) to be constructed of a light-coloured 
conerete and featuring the liberal use of glass wall panels. 


The most prominent feature of the new building will be a centrally located 
chapel designed to accommodate 500 persons. The decision on the final design 
for the chapel will be made by the WCC's Executive Committee at its semi-annual 
meeting (Feb. 8-12) at Buenos Aires, Argentina. (see page Ne 


A main entrance hall will be on the ground floor beneath the chapel and 
a circular ramp will connect all the floors in this central area, Leading off 
the main area on either side will be the major wings containing the 200 offices. 
These wings also will be three stories high, 


On the level of the entrance hall, which will have floor to ceiling glass- 
paneled exterior walls, will be a large exhibit area leading to the building's 
main conference room. The conference room will accommodate 400 persons and 
will have an elevated stage. Tt will be equipped with facilities for simultane—- 
ous translation. The Council's three official languages are German, French 
and English. 


Immediately above the conference room will be a cafeteria for the WCC staff.i 
Above this will be located the offices of the General Secretariat and two 
conference rooms which can be opened into one large room when required, 


A one-storey L-shaped library building, separate from the main building, 
will be located to the west and rear of the main building. It will be designed 
ultimately to hold 30,000 volumes and will include reading rooms and special 
accommodatior. for research scholars. A small garden with a pond will be 
located in front of the library. The library will be provided by a gift of 
$210 ,000 given as a memorial by the family of the late Thomas J. Watson, New 
York, president of the International Business Machines Corporation. 


The design of the building also allows for the addition of two other wings 
if additional office space is required in the future. The architects are Mr. 
Otto Senn, Basel, and Mr. Henri Lesemann, Geneva. The late Otto Bartning, 
of Darmstadt, prominent German architect, also worked on the plans until his 
death last year. 
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Fund appeals to finance construction of the building are being conducted 
under the auspices of an international committee chaired by Bishop Henry 
Knox Sherrill, who retired in November, 1953, as Presiding Bishop of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States, 


Funds raised through the end of 1959 (either pledged or received) total 
$1,524,000 and include $180,000 from the churches in Germany; $56,000 from the 
churches in Denmark and $900,000 from USA churches. In all more than 100 of 
the CC's member churches pledged or gave funds. These have come from both the 
large and the smaller churches including a gift of 2179 raised in collections 
taken in every congregation of the tiny Spanish Evangelical Church, and a gift 
of £210 from the Pakistan Christian Council. In addition, member churches in 
Poland and Czechoslovakia have indicated that as their contribution they will 
provide furniture or other needed items, because of the difficulties involved 
in transmitting funds from their countries to Switzerland. EPS, Geneva,r 


Charter for New Church is Approved 


(Cleveland, Ohic) - A final draft of the proposed charter for the United Church 
of Christ (US) which was formed two years ago has been approved at a meeting 

in Cleveland, Ohio, of the denomination's 24-member Commission to Draft a 
Constitution. 


Several hundred clergy and lay leaders had part in the study and revision 
of the document which will be submitted for action to a special session of the 
Church's General Synod meeting in Cleveland, July 6=9. If ratified by two- 
thirds of the Congregational Christian churches and the Synods of the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church, the two bodies which form the United Church, the constitut- 
son will be declared effective by its 1961 biennial General Synod. 


The denomination's two co-presidents, Dr. Fred Hoskins, New York, and Dr. 
James E. Wagner, Philadelphia, said in a joint commentary on the charter, that 
although there had been differences concerning the particular portions of old 
traditions to be carried into the life of the new church, these had been met 
Ntime after time with "reconciliation rather than compromise". As a result, 
they added, “we believe that we have succeeded in preparing a document which 
can be a widely acceptable instrument for use by the United Church of Christ 
as it moves forward to confront the grave issues of the contemporary world," 

EPS, Geneva. 


Churches Plan Radio Network in Korea 


(Pusan, Korea.) ~ A new radio station is on the air in Pusan, Korea - the second 
in a series of five relay stations which, when completed, will make up the 
first radio network in the world sponsored by Protestant churches. 


The station is being sponsored jointly by the Korea National Christian 
Council and RAVEMCCO, a unit of the National Council of Churches (US). The 
parent station is HLKY in Seoul. The first relay station began broadcasting 
from Taegu during Baster Week, 1959. Programmes originating from HLKY became 
So popular that Korean listeners asked to have them extendod to other areas. 
Geographical difficulties and interference made it impractical to step up the 
power of the station, so it was decided to set up the relay stations to 
Korea's major cities. A listerners' survey conducted in 1958 showed that 
HLKY was "the second most listened to station in Seoul". _ EPS, Geneva. 
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Anglican Group Warns of Drift Towards RC Practices 


(London) - Eight hundred clergymen belonging to the evangelical wing of the 
Church of England (Anglican) have signed a protest against an alleged movement 
in the Church towards Roman Catholic practices. 


The protest, which has been sent to the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, 
warned that the adoption of such practices would mean the loss of "the benefits 
to religion gained at the Reformation." 


It said that it is to be "regretted" that through revision of the canons, 
there seems to be a move to impose upon the Church "that very form of religion 
which had driven so many to other denominations or to cease worshipping 
altogether." 


The protest appealed for a return to the simplicity of worship and Scrip- 
tural doctrine which it said has been characteristic of the Anglican Church 
since the Reformation. A three-part recommendation urged that the use of 
vestments cease because "«.e they are inevitably associated in the minds of 
ordinary folks with the Roman massee."; that revisions of the canons for the 
Church shall not force controversial issues upon the Church at the cost of 
alienating those no longer inside the Courch; and that the Bible again be 
established "as the final and supreme authority in all matters of faith and 
doctrine," EPS, GeneVae 


Tillich Warns of 'Authoritarian' Religion 

(Los Angeles) - Dr. Paul J. Tillich said here that there is "a trend away from 
Reformation individualism" and toward "authoritarian" formsof religion which 
poses a threat to Protestantism, 


The noted Protestant theologian said the trend is indicated by recent 
mergers of Protestant groups, the ecumenical movement, and Roman Catholic en- 
couragement of Christian unity. 


"Boumenicity doesn't do much theologically," he said. “What is produced 
in terms of theology is not very impressive. A. committee cannot make a theo- 
logy," so the result is based on "the lowest common denominator." 


"The Protestant theology is essentially non-conformist, but rugged in- 
dividualism has disappeared and has been replaced by the ‘Organization Man', 
the development of the collective spirit." Further, he said, the popularity of 
"Norimitive orthodoxy revivalism" is also evidence of a desire for security 
since “authority gives security." 


Despite all this, Dr. Tillich added, "You can't kill the prophetic spirit, 
although it may go underground," if the Protestant era should be ended by 
authoritarianism, 


Dr. Tillich, a professor at Harvard Divinity School, made the comments 
at a press conference preceeding a lecture delivered at Occidental College » 
(United Presbyterian) in Los Angeles. EPS, Genevae 
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Catholics Urged to Understand Protestants 


(Washington, DeC.) - The Very Rev. Angelus F. Delahunt, 4.A., Superior General 
of the Friars of the Atonement, has urged Roman Catholics to exhibit charity 
and understanding towards Protestants so that the breach in the Unity of the 
Church may be healed. 


Father Delahunt, in a’ sermon delivered in Washington D.O., declared that 

"the disunity of Christians constitutes a problem of the first importance" and 
"a sense of urgency ought to compel us to seek every means to heal che breach." 
He added, "No useful purposes will be solved by hurling charge and counter- 
charge, on the side of the so-called ‘reformers! for their ill-inspired and 
misguided zeal which led to excesses that did nothing to reform the Church, 

or on the side of Cathclicleadership for an inexplicable reluctance to take the 
initiative in setting in motion a genuine Catholic reform." 


"Tt ds one of the most encouraging signs of the 20th century,’ he observed, 
that the time is now "ripe for calm and studied appraisal of the issues at 
stake in the 16th century." 


Father Delahunt addressed more than 3,000 worshippers at the opening of 
the Chair of Unity Octave held in the newly-dedicated National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C. HDS, Geneva. 


Polish Lutherans In Touch 


(London ) - The Polish Lutheran Church in Great Britian has established official 
relationships with its mother-ehureh in Poland, it has been announced by Bishop 
Wladislav Fierla, primate of the Church. He said the Lutheran Church in Poland 
has granted official recognition to the exile Church and that the two churches 
will work closely together in the future. 


The Bishop also has announced that the exile Church will receive financial 
support from the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (US). For the past ten years 
the Church has received subsidies from the Lutheran World Federation, but it 
recently asked the Federation to stop its support. (See EPS No. nu Bishop 
Fierla added, however, that the Church wich is 4 member of the Lutheran Council 
of Great Britien does not plan to join the Missouri Synod. EPS, Genevae 


Birth Control Controversy Continues 


(Washington, D.C.) — An agency of the Protestant Episcopal Church (US) has gone 
on record in favour of providing birth control information, morally acceptable 
to Christians and medically endorsed to countries where population control has 
become a "necessity". 


A statement signed by 13 leaders of the Church's Joint Commission on the 
Church in Human Affairs, said the Commission will ask the Church*s General 
Convention in 1961 to urge that "richer" nations give planned parenthood 
assistance in overseas areas where the population is growing too fast for the 
country's welfare. 


Meanwhile last week Protestant Episcopal Bishop James A. Pike, of California, 
proposed that the U.S. Government undertake "a crash prograume" on tirth ccntrol 
research in an effort to make the rhythm method "more reliable". 


Speaking on a nationwide television programme, he said such an effort would 
further religious "harmony" in the United States. He called the current 
controversy "divisive and unfortunate", 
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The Very Rev. Theodore Hesburgh, C.S.C., president of Notre Dame University, 
presenting the Roman Catholic view of the problem, said that "science may even- 
tually help nature in this matter" (i.e. rhythm control) and that "couples 
who, for serious reasons would practice period continuence ees would be doing 
nothing against nature to frustrate nature and certainly nothing immoral", 


A similar view was expressed in London by William Cardinal Godfrey, 
Archbishop of Westminster, who labled those who advocate birth control as a 
solution to the “population explosion" as "disciples of despair", 


"Tstead of despairing about the resources of the earth and assuming we 
must prevent the increase of life," he said, "we should apply our minds to the 
proper development and distribution of the riches which are the inheritance of 
the human race." 7 EPS, Geneva. 


Australian Churches to Hold Major Conference 


(Melbourne) —~ More than 450 clerical and lay leaders representing 15 Protestant 
Churches will meet in Melbourne, Feb. 2-11 for the first National Conference of 
Australian Churchese 


The meeting described “as the most important and significant" in the 
history of Australian Churches, will be convened under the auspices of the 
Australian Council for the World Council of Churches. 


Delegates will meet each day in sessions to disnuss a wide range of 
problems and challenges confronting modern-age Christianity. At the conclusion 
of the conference there will be informal discussions on church union. 


Dr. Alan C. Watson, mcczrator~general of the Presbyterian Church who will 
preside said the objective of the conference is "to clear the ground for the 
denominations to approach each other with a view to a closer working together, 
and even ultimate union". 


He observed that already the Methodist, Presbyterian and Congregational 
churches of Australia are discussing the possibility of unions 


The conference will be officially opened at a public rally on Feb. 2, which 
ia expected to be attended by more than 1,000 personse The theme will be 
"The Curch in East Asia", Guest speaker will be Presiding Bishop Enrique C. 
Sobrepena, of the United Church of Christ in the Philippines, chairman Off tune 
East Asia Christian Conferencée 


Tn all a total of eight public meetings will be held, Other guest 
speakers scheduled include Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, general secretary of the 
International Missionary Council; the Rev. Hans-Reudi Weber, executive secretary 
of the Department on the Laity of the World Council of Churches; M.M. Thomas of 
the Mar Thoma Church of Malabar, India; Miss Renuka Mukerji, principal of the 
Women's Christian College, Madras, India; and Professor Masao Takenaka, of 
Doshisha University, Kyoto, Japan, EFS, Genevae 


Ghana Appeals to Vatican 
(Rome) - The government of Ghana has asked the Vatican to use its influence to 
prevent French nuclear tests in the Saharae 
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The appeal quoted statements by both Pope John XXIII and Pope Pius XII 
calling for peaceful rather than military use of nuclear energy, it has been 
reported by Italia, news agency of the Christian Democratic Party. 


The appeal coincided with a joint protest by 145 Italian scientists 
against the French tests, They warned that the tests endanger not only the 
lives of African populations surrounding the Sshara, but also of the people 
in Italy, vecause of wind~borne falloute 


Reliable reports indicate the timing of the first explosion now depends 
only on the weather, and may come as early as the first half of February. 
- Aecording to some sources, civil contractors building installations at the 
test site have been told that everything must be completed by an absolute dead~ 
line of Feb. 10. 3 EPS, Geneva 


US Leader*s Stand on China Attacked 


(Taipei, Formosa) - The endorsement by Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, president of the 
National Council of Churches, (US) of a proposal to recognize and seat the People's 
Republic of China in the United Nations has drawn vigorous notes of protest from 
military and missionary leaders in Formosa, according to a report of the Far Last 
News Service. 


Critics are reported to have expressed "orave misgivings that a prominent 
Protestant voice had been allowed to embarrass the missionary community of Taiwan". 
They charged that he "abused his diplomatic immunity" as a guest of the US govern- 
ment in advocating on free Chinese soil, the recognition of the Chinese Republic. 


Dr. Dahlberg had told a meeting of military, government and missionary 
leaders in a speech during a recent three-day visit to Formosa that he supported > 
che controversial statement adopted by a World Order Study conference held in 
November, 1958, under the auspices of the National Council of Churches. The 
statement had urged that steps be taken to admit the Chinese People's Republic 
to the UN and for its recognition by the United States Government. (See EPS No.45) 


The FENS report said Dr. Dahlberg told the mecting: "My personal conviction 
regarding this study is that I am in complete agreement with the report. Further- 
more I think that years from now we will look back to this as one of the great 
steps of the Christian Church. I do not think that the NCC will repudiate the 
recommendation..." 


The News service report said that, queried about his position, Dr. Dahlberg 
acknowledged that "probably 90 percent of the Chinese people are against the 
present Communist regime of China", but added: "I don't think that our Christi- 
anity depends on our freedom. I believe we will get further with all countries 
in the United Nations. ‘Wherever the UN steps in, it brings a healing influence. 


_ 


A missionary critic was quoted as saying that Dr. Dahlberg had answered 
"no objection to the NCC recommendation and had taken no effective notice of un- 
animous opposition of those here whom he admitted were qualified observers". 
EPS, Geneva. 


Ecumenical Prize Essay Winners Announced 
(Geneva) - The results of the Ecumenical Prize Essay Competition for 1959 have 


been announced in Geneva. 


Prizes have been awarded to the following: Monsieur le Pasteur Ed.Diserens, 
Reformed, Corsier s/Vevey, Switzerland; Hr. Missionar Hugo Rothlisberger, Basle 
Mission, Indonesia, and the Rev. George D. Younger, Baptist, New York, USA. 
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The prizes awarded are worth 250 Sw.francs (458) each. First and second 
prizes not awarded this year are worth 1,000 Sw.francs ($230) and 500 Sw.francs 
(g115) respectively. Fifteen essays were submitted from eight countries (Canada 
1; England 5, France 1; Germany 1; Indonesia 1; Sweden 1; Switzerland 2, USA 5). 
The subject was "The Prophetic Function of the Church in Society". The competi- 
tion was organized by the Scholarship Committee of the Division of Inter-Church 
Aid of the World Council of Churches. It is intended to encourage the partici- 
pation of younger parish ministers and missionaries in the study of theologicalv 
issues under ecumenical discussion. EPS, Geneva. 


Hungarian Church To Revise Laws 


(Budapest) ~ Plans have been announced to revise the existing laws of the 
Hungarian Iutheran Church which have been in force since 1937. 


Bishop Zoltan Kaldy of the Scuthern District said at a recent meeting of 
the Church's National Council that preparations are being made to convene 4 
legislative General Synod at an early date to deal with the matter, 


T a review.of the Church's work last year, Bishop Kaldy described as "one 
of the most outstanding events in the life of our Church" during 1959, the 
formation of a Gentral Fund to help needy parishes. He said the Fund helped 
supplement the salaries of pastors and church employees to the amount of 
400,000 forints (about $14,000) so that the average yearly salary of pastors 
was maintained at the planned level of 20,000 forints, (about $800. ) 

EFS, Geneva, 


Bishop Dibelius Preaches at Coventry 


(Coventry) ~ The Bishop of Berlin, Dr. Otto Dibelius, stocd before the altar 
in the ruins of Coventry Cathedral, last week and read a litany of reconciliation. 


The service marked the-formal opening of a centre for overseas visitors, 
newly established within the ruins of the Cathedral which was demolished in 
bombings by the German Luftwaffe during World War II. 


Preaching at the morning service in the Chapel of The Cross, in the new 
Cathedral, which is in the process of construction on 4a nearby site, Bishop 
Dibelius said that "the reborn, rising Cathedral of Coventry calls for our 
humble respect and our deep regard, because it was from hore that the hand of 
reconciliation was first extended. 


"we on the Continent shall do our utmost to make the name of Coventry appear 
to be a new symbol - a symbol of Christian understanding," he stated. 


Referring to the bombing raids which destroyed the Cathedral, Bishop 
Dibelius noted that during the War, "the ChristimChurch was forbidden to speak 
out in Germany", He added that he "would not deny, or belittle" the guilt 
of the aggressors, but that today a new outlook has emerged. ‘Ine Church of 
Christ has risen in Europe to free itself from all secular toils and fetters," 
he declared. "The Church has come into its ownarousing the conscience of our 
nations." 


The Archbishop of Canterbury paid tribute to Bishop Dibelius as "a man who 
remained firm and upright at a time when the Christian faith was suffering in- 
creaSing opposition.,. (who) dares to speak the truth and has always faced his 
enemies with courage and accepted suffering for the sake of Truth with patience 
and. faith," ; EPS, Geneva, 
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Bishop Dibelius Announces Retirement 


(Berlin) - Bishop Otto Dibelius has announced he will retire as chairman of the 
Evangclical Church in Germany (BKID) and from. his position as Bishop of the 
Church of Berlin-Brandenburg. Bishop Dibelius will be 80 years old next May 15. 


The German Bishop, widely recognised as one of the outstanding Christian 
leaders.of the world, informed a meeting ‘of the Provincial Synod of Berlin- 
Brandenburg this week that he will give up the two positions when his term of 
office as one of the six presidents of the World Council of Churches expires 
at the end of 1961. 


Characteristically Bishop Dibelius'’ announcement of his resignation, did 
not follow conventional lines. He reviewed at length his position in the 
controversy concerning the allegiance owned by the ‘Individual to the state; 
(See EPS No 4b and. 42) and then presented his tyast Will and Testament to the 
German Churdhes." 


Reiterating his convictions on the controversal "suthority" issue, Bishop 
Dibelius told the Synod that he had been "brought up on the traditional inter- 
pretation of Romans, Chapter 13, that the authorities are appointed by God and 
that is therefore the duty of a Christian to be subject to the authorities." 


Byt, he said, he was "forced to change" his interpretation when it became 
known thet under the Hitler regime people considered ‘not fit to live’ were 
being poisoned in gas chambers. He said he realised then that “although Romans 
15 Was stil) valid, a dictatorship like that of the Nazis no longer came under 
the category of tauthority' referred to in the Epistle... and this enabled me to 
do many things with a good conscience which were contrary to the laws of the 
Nazi state." 


Nevertheless, he added, he had obeyed “eventhose Nazi authorities as far 
as conscience permitted" and for doing so had "paid the highest price which 
anyone can pay; I lost both my sons in a war which was a crime, started by 
a state-authority which could not under any possible circumstances be described 
as !God's servant appointed for our good! ," 


Bishop Dibelius climaxed his announcement by reading his "Last Will and 
Testament to the German Church." He said: 


"T bee my church never again to allow atself to be forced into a ghetto, 
but to remain constantly aware of its responsibilities for the whole life of the 
German people. I beg it never to surrender to the powers of this world. I pray 
that God may keep the Church free from the temptation to succumb to the spirit 
of agitation and propaganda which reges all around ite" 


"T pray for all those who hola office in the Church," he continued, "that 
their courage may not fail in face of the increasing difficulty of their task 
admist the ereat spiritual crises of our time. Crises pasSe Jesus Christ 
remains," 


Bishop Dibelius is now filling his second consecutive six-year term as 
chairman of the EKID Council. He was elected to the World Council of Churches! 
presidium in 1954 at its Second Assembly in Evanston, Ill. EPS, Genevae 
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Algerian Church Leaders Appeal for Peace 


(Algiers) - A joint appeal for peaceful settlement of the Algerian crisis has been 
issued by religious leaders in Algiers. It was signed by Monseimeur Etienne 
Duval, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Algiers, M. D. Achenadzi, president of the 
Senior Council of Rabbis in Algeria; and Pastor A. Chatonet, pastor of the Refor- 
med Churches in Algeria. The appeal reads; 


"Deeply distressed by the tragic nature of events, we express our sympathy 
with the bereaved families, and pray to God that there may be no more bloodshed. 


We also pray for those who bear the very grave responsibility for maintaining 
wupLic order, 


We solemly adjure all believers to turn to God and to hear His voice, so that 
the differences between His children, all members of one nation, may be settled by 
peaceful means. 


We urge them to pray to God to save Algeria from irretrievable catastrophe, 
so that through His mercy the spirit of division may be overcome, and wisdom and 
fraternity may prevail." , HPS, Geneva. 


In Brief 


A new Finnish-language edition of Martin Luther's writing has been completed, 
the Church of Finland Information Service has reported. The Service said the last 
book of a new three-volume series of selected works by Luther is now off the press. 
Editor of the series was Prof. Lennart Pinomaa. New editions of Luther's works 
are also reported nearly completed in German and well underway in English, Plans 
have also been anncunced to publish them in French, Spanish, Japanese and Hebrew. 


eR 


Latest statistics released in Tokyo show 678,258 Christians in Japan, a gain 
of avproximatcly 35,000 over figures compiled in 1958. The figures, released by 
the Christian Year Book for 1960, show 376,267 Protestants, 266,608 Roman Cathslics 
and 35,293 Eastern Orthodox. 


ae oe 


Soviet Russia has pledged itself to respect the territory of Vatican City in 
the event of armed conflict. Other nations including Great Britain, France and 
some Far Eastern countries, have also given the same pledge, according to the Rome 
Radio. 


eK 


The United Church of Canada has sent a telegram to members of the Canadian 
Government informing them that the Church is anxious th t the death penalty be 
abolished as soon as "alternative" methods of punishment are found. The Canadian 
House of Commons has scheduled a vote on the issue. 


ey ite 
) " 


The Upper Room, bi-monthly international, interdenominationally sponsored 
Methodist devotional guide has begun its 25th anniversary year with a record cir- 
culation of 3,250,000. Estim ted readership is ten million persons. It is pub- 
lished on every continent except Africa, and thousands of copies of each edition 


are sent there regularly. 2 
* 


Methodist Congregations in the United States are being asked to give $1,000,000 
in an annual Race Relations Sunday offering, Feb. 14, for the 12 Negro colleges and 
one Negro student centre related to the Church. 
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A Special Report 


Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Widely Observed 


(Geneva) - Protestants, Anglicans and Orthodox met together in hundreds of 
churches in more than sixty countries last week for special services and events 
marking the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 


Tt was the largest number of observances recorded thus far during the Week 
(January 18-25) which is sponsored by the Commission on Faith and Order of 
the World Council of Churches (See EPS Nos. 26,47) 5 


At the same time a record number of Roman Catholics were reported also 
praying daily for unity during the eighteday period, which is also marked 
officially by the Roman Catholic Church as the Chair of Unity Octave. 


In all more than 1,000,000 copies of special prayers for the Week were 
distributed by Roman Catholic sources or through the World Council of Churches 
~ the largest number circulated in the history of the observance. 


In Geneva, events marking the Week were culminated with a service attended 
by an overflow congregation at the Cathedral of Saint Pierre. The sermon Was 
preached by Pastor Arnold Mobbs, president of the Ecumenical Council of the Churches 
in Geneva and participants in the service included representatives of the Old 
Catholic Church, the Lutheran Church, the Swiss-German Protestant Church, aa 
the Protestant Episcopal Church (US), the Methodist Church, the Greek Orthodox 
Church and the Baptist Church. The service was televised by Eurovision, a 
European television network, 


At lyon, France, where the Week was first established 24 years ago 
by the late Abbé Paul Conturier, "apostle of Christian unity," the programme 
for the week included a celebration of the Byzantine Liturgy in the Lyon 
Cathedral, and vigils of prayer, which were also observed in the city's Orthodox, 
Reformed and Protestant churohes. All the collections taken in these services 
will be united in a single gift to be donated to the fund for work among Algerian 
refugees, for which French Roman Catholics and Protestants have made a joint 
appeal. 


Other observances reported from around the world included those in: 


Haarlam, the Netherlands, where Roman Catholics and Protestants together 
Sponsored a series of joint lectures on the ecumenical movement. 


Budapest, Hungary, where Reformed, Iutheran Baptist and Methodist Churches 
sponsored observances in hundretSof lccal communities on the theme "Manifestation 
of the Universal Church! 


New York, US, where Anglicans and Eastern Orthodox held a joint vesper 
Service. 


Paris, where Pastor Marc Boegner, president of the French Protestant 
Federation, conducted a service of intercession and arranged for five special 
addresses to be delivered on the subject "The Reformation - the Servant of 
Unity." Bookshops in Paris were also reported to have carried special dis~ 
plays and photographs. Cardinal Feltin, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Paris 
also conducted a special service for unity at the Church of Sacré Coeur, Montmartre. 
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The ohservance of the Chair of Unity Octave was initiated in rocp Sheets nL 
two Anglican priests © (who were converts. to Gatholicism) who were convinced 
, the Papacy must become the centre of Christian unity, This period continues 
to be observed as the time of special prayer by Roman Catholics for the return 
of non-Catholics to Rome. 


However, in 1935, the original intent of this Week was modified by the 
late Abbé Paul Scuturier, himself a Roman Catholic priest, who appealed for 
prayers for unity "according to Christ's will, in His way and at His arabicery 
The observance was taken up in 1940 by Protestants and other non-Roman Catholics 
when the Faith and Order Continuation Committee (a parent body of the World 
Sounci.. oF Churches) commended it to its member churches. 


Roman Catholics observing the Week use special prayers for unity prepared 
by Father P. Michalon, a Sulpician priest, who since 1954 has been responsible 
for carrying on the work of Abbé ‘Mcuburier. 


More than 800,000 copies of these prayers were distributed this year in 
several translations. Oe this number 50,000 were circulated in Spain where the 
observance is widely mrked. The figure is 100,000 more than the number dis- 
tributed last yeare 


A special series of prayers prepared by the World Council of Churches was 
distributed in 250,000 copies in English, French, German, Spanish, Dutch, 
Swedish, Finnish, Tamil, Sinhalese and other languageSs 


The number distributed for this year's observance compares with only 10,000 
distributed just four years ago in 1907. The Week has received increasingly 
widespread endorsement among the WCC's 172. member churches. 


An introduction to the WCC prayer leaflet notes. however, that despite 
the increasing number of observances; "at is painfully evident that the various 
calls to prayer have behind them broadly different understandings of the nature 
of Christian unity," and "that the more Christians come to know one another the 
more conscious they become of their differences." But, it adds: 


'Nevertheless, there is on all sides a growing conviction that the unity 
of the Church of Christ is God's will and that He is working to bring it about. 
That is why, despite the different ideas of unity, which lie behind them, it is 
fruitful to offer up all of our various prayers for Christian unity together at 
one time: we all know that God hears and answers the prayers of all according 


to His own will and plan." 
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Awakened Social Conscience Asked in Latin America | 


(San José) - A Cuban evangelist has called here for an awakened Protestant 
conscience on social questions in Latin America, 


The Rev. Cecilio Arrastia, a theological professor in the Evangelical 
Seminary at Matanzas, Cuba, said that many Latin American churches had no 
social conscience and thought of evangelism as unrelated to the life of 
society. 


"The Christian faith is revolutionary," he told 1500 people at a 
public meeting in San José held in connection with a training course for 
evangelical youth leaders. "The Magnificat sung by Mary when she knows 
that Jesus Christ will be born speaks of putting down the mighty from their 
seats and exalting the humble and meek," 


Mr. Arrastia, who spent three years as a travelling evangelist in 
latin America on behalf of the Committee on Cooperation in Latin America 
of the National Council of Churches (US), declared that Paul's preaching 
hag social repercussions. He mentioned the "strike and the riot in the 
labour unions" when Paul diverted people from the worship of the goddess 
Diana at Ephesus. 
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"The Church is not allowed the luxury of just existing," the 57 year 
old evangelist continued. "We must do God's work." 


He reviewed the viewpoints of Marx and Freud and said that they were 
dealing with problems that resulted from man being “off centre" in relation 
to God. "The Marxists and the Freudians have their own kind of holiness," 
he said. "But the Christian cannot claim to be holy. He goes to do his 
work for society on the basis of penitence and humility." 


Stressing that God is acting now in the events of revolution and 
rapid change in many parts of the world, Mr. Arrasita said Christians must 
avoid giving the impression that they have "a olack market in sainthood", 


Christians are forgiven people with practical work to do in society, 
he declared, and they must show that "the last world does not lie with Khr- 
uschev, or Eisenhower, or Marx or Lenin, but with Christ and in the 
Christian revolutionary faith we have through Christ in the Spirit". 


Professor Arrastia's speech keynoted the Youth Leadership Training 
Course for Central American and neighbouring countries being held nexe 
January 25 through February 5- 


Planned by ULAJE (the Union of Latin American Evangelical Youth) with 
the support of the Youth Department of the World Council of Churches and 
the NOCC!s Committee on Cooperation in Latin America, the meeting is being 
attended by more than forty youth leaders from 15 countries and twelve 
churches.e EPS, Genevae 


Report Given on Chinese Churches 


(Buck Hill Falls, Pae) ~ Conditions in the Chinese People's Republic and 
the developments in the life of its churches were outlined to the Board 
of Missions of the Methodist Church (US) at its annual meeting in Buck 
Hill Falls, Pa. 


The Rev. Tracey Re Jones, Jr., the Board's executive secretary for 
Southeast Asia, recently returned from a visit to lands boréiering main- 
land China, told the meeting "the most important thing to remember is that 
the churches live", 


"They have suffered; they have conformed to the political and 
economic objectives of state. However, they remain. Not a man nor a 
woman would consider calling himself or herself a Christian today for any 
other reason than one of faith. All of the ‘rice Christians! of long ago 
left. This we need to keep in mind when we hear that there are Sauk 
70,000 Methodist and 700,000 other Protestants." 


Mr, Jones who based much of information on interviews during his 
trip with persons recently in China, described political and economic 
events in the country during the past year as "confused", but added: 
"There is little doubt that the government has full and complete control 
over the entire population. There is still the frenzied emotionally- 
charged political atmosphere of rapid industrialization and economic 
change» Creat strides in building have been achieved and there are Signs 
of the emergence of the Christian churches." 


He cited as a major development of the last year the "voluntary" 
merger of churches. While "it is still too early to say for certain 
what it means," he said, it may mean "the end of denominations on the 
mainland of China." 
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Concerning the ministry, Dr. Jones said sporadic reports indicate 
that many ministers have to fill full-time or part-time manual work in 
the factories and in newly organised communities. 


He added that the result of this double process of forcing churches 
to merge and putting pressure upon everyone to work in the communes or 
in the factories has meant that many church buildings are no longer used 
for church services, EPS, Geneva. 


Graham Criticised for Silence on Bomb Tests 


(Accra, Ghana) ~ Sharp newspaper criticism of Billy Graham for his refusal 
to comment on proposed French nuclear tests in the Sahara have been inter- 
preted as the reason for the drop in attendance at rallies being held in 
Ghana by the US evangelist. ‘(See BPS No. 4) An estimated 14,000 attended 
the opening night rally and Jess than 5,000 came the second night. 


Mr. Graham had told the press on his arrival in Accra from Liberia 
that he would not speak about the tests because of their "political 
connotations", 


The Ghana Times said: "Not a few have been disappointed, actually 
stunned" by his attitude. 


The Evening News, founded by Prime Minister Kwame Nkrumah also de~ 
plored his silence and said Dr. Graham, who is on a ten-weeks African 
Crusade, has "no new message greater than that which Nkrumah of Africa is 
interpreting in world and deed to the world today". It blamed Christian 
civilization for all the iniquities and oppression in Africa and for the 
planned French tests. The editorial was titled "Seek Ye First the 
Political Kingdom". 


Shown a copy of the editorial Dr. Graham commented, "If my coming to 
Africa can contribute toward free religious discussion, it will have been 
profitable, Christ was a controversial persons, His message and its 
application were controversial, A servant is not better than his master," 


The current Crusade was opened in Monrovia, Liberia, where 6,000 
heard him preach in two rallies, and some 1,000 made "decisions for Christ", 
EPS, Geneva. 


Niebuhr Assails Pacifists' Theory 


(New York) — The noted Protestant theologian, Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, has 
assailed the idea that unilateral disarmament by the West will solve the 
nuclear dilemma, 


"The trouble with nuclear pacifism," he said, "is that it presents 
the possibility of sacrificing millions of people to let the Soviet win 
a victory," 


He said that the West today is divided "between those who want to be 
pure and those who want to be responsible’; But, he added, there is no 
responsibility without guilt, and the guilt of having to maintain nuclear 
armaments as "a provisional source of peace" so that neither side will be 
tempted to start a war, is acceptable as an alternative to Soviet tyranny» 
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Dr. Niebuhr commended steps be taken for summit meetings between the 
US and USSR, for while "there are/ ngers in the long run in the exchange 
of visits, it is awfully dangerous for two powers that alone understand 
themselves to be wrestling on the abyss of nuclear war." 


Dr. Niebuhr, who is vice president of Union Theologicial Seminary; 


‘New York, spoke at a meeting of the New York Chapter of Christian Action, 


an interdenominational group of clergy and laymen. EPS, Genevae 


Bibles Distributed In Yokohama 


(Yokohama) ~ The Japan Bible Society has undertaken a one-year campaign 
+o distribute Bibles in the city of Yokohama, 


Five teams have started work in the residential sectionof the city 
where they are making house--to-house calls ani visiting the schools which 
have given permission to them to sell copies of the Scriptures during mid- 
day recesses 


During the first seven weeks of the campaign 40,000 Scriptures were 
sold, including 6,000 copies purchased by the manager of a large whaling 
company for distribution among crews of outgoing boats, 


The Society has announced it will establish a centre to train additional 
persons to sell the Scriptures and various tracts for the campaign. At 
present it has a staff of thirty full-time and forty part-time persons 
engaged in this work. EPS, Genevae 


Newbigin Denounces Colonialism in Missions 


(Toronto) - Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, general secretary of the International 
Missionary Council, told a meeting in Montreal, Canada, that the Western 
world must rid itself of the old-fashioned idea that missions are "a bul- 
wark of democracy, a buttress against Communism, and an outpost of capital- 
ism", 


"The colonial atmosphere is still continued in many a mission compound," 
he declared, despite the fact that it is evident that this traditional 
approach is no longer the best for giving leadership in the younger churchese 


He pointed out the example of the Church of South India, where less 
than one-tenth of the ordained clergy and only four of its 15 diocesan 
bishops are foreign. This church as toroved to be a truly revitalised 
and Indian Church," he said. 


Bishop Newbigin addressed 150 clergymen of various denominations at 
the Metropolitan Tesonto Council of Churches. He is making his first 
visit to Canada under auspices of the Council's Department of Overseas 
Missions. EPS, Genevas 


US Tour Group Praises Work in Cuba 


(New York) — A group of US Presbyterian ministers and laymen have praised 
the work of the Cuban churches and church~related institutions and the 
devotion of their leaders. 


Returning from a ten-day tour of the Island, they said they were 
"impressed" both by the jobs being done "sometimes under tremendous 
handicaps" and by the "intelligence and devotion of able leaders and 
pastors in these institutions". 


Although Cuba has serious political, economic and social problems, 
they said they "at no time were molested or threatened with harm and we 
would be remiss if we did not tell our fellow North Americans that the 
tourist in Cuba has nothing to fear..." 
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The group constituted the tenth travelling seminar in Cuba since 1949 
sponsored by the Board of National Missions of the United Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S. EPS, Geneva- 


Pentecostalist Movement Reported Growing in Netherlands. 


ST AED, 


(The Hague) -~ The Pentecostalist movements is growing rapidly in the 
Netherlands and is making inroads into congregations of the major Protestant 
churches, according t> a report of the Eeumenical Council of Churches 

in the Netherlands. 


The report said there are between fifty or sixty Pentecostal congrega- 
tions in the country with a membership of about ten thousand persons and 
that they are “attracting an increasing number of people in the churches". 


It said persons who had left their churches to join Pentecostalist 
groups said they did so because they heard "too Little in the churches 
of the preeching of the doctrine of the last things" and because the church 
was "pewerless to truly give strength to the ill or those in misery". 


Tn a discussion of the report following its presentation to a recent 
meeting, the Council warned against "a negative approach" to the problem 
and decided to devote further study to the issue, Author of the report 
was Dr. W,F. Golterman, the Council's study secretary, EPS, Genevas 


Czech Church Praises USSR Peace Efforts 


(Vienna) ~ The Prague Radio has breadcast a special message by Dr. Frantisek 
Kovar, Patriarch of the Czechoslcvak Church praising "the great peace efforts 
cf the USSR", 


The message was issued on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of 
the Church, which was founded in 1920 and is the largest non—Roman 
Catholic body in Czechoslovakia. The Church has generally supported 
the socialist policies cf the country's government, but has disassociated 
itself from its Marxist philosophy. EPS, Geneva, 


ATID Opposed by Church of England 


(London) - The practice of artificial insemination by a donor (AID) has 

been denounced as a. moral evil and socially harmful in a special study 

submitted by the Church of England to a British Government Committee set 
up to study the issue, 


Reports by both Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
and a committee headed by the Bishop of Exeter, Dr. Robert C. Mortimer ,y 
agreed that the practice is wrong, but differed in their suggestions as to 
how it should be prohibited. 


The Archbishep advocated prohibition by law and Dr, Mortimer's committee 
called for a statuory declaration that, though not prohibited, it should 
be regarded as "unlawful" in the sense of being against the public good, 
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Dr, Fisher said that he had examined the scientific and sentimental 
arguments for AID, but found neither to be conclusive and that a verdict 
based on the medical, legal and social aspects alone could only be that 
"the case for the practice is non—proven". 


"Te Christian view," he added, "goes further and says that it cannot 
be justified because AID violates the God~given integrity of the persons 
concemed in this medical operation in their relations to God, to society 
and to one another." He described the suggestion that the practice ought 
to be permitted under regulated conditions as "the half-way house which 
caution hankers after" and said that public conscience would be best sat- 
isfied if the practice were prohibited altogether. 


The Committee's evidence dissented from making AID a criminal offence 
because, it said, a clear necessity for doing so has not yet been establishede 
Tt said that the practice was unlawful in the sameway that adultery and 
fornication are unlawful, and suggested that a declaration to this effect 
should be made and that the General Medical Council might then regard it 
as unprofessional conduct for a doctor to practice AID. Should this 
fail, it suggested "regulation by an appropriate medical authority, or 
failing this by law". EPS, Geneva.e 


Ultimate Union of US Protestants Envisaged 


(Madisor., Wisc. ) ~ The eventual union of US Protestants under a single 
structure has been proposed by Dr. Douglas Horton, former dean of Harvard 
Divinity School and former general minister of the Congregational 
Christian Churches. . 


The merger which he envisioned would preserve the traditions and pres= 
ent forms of worship of the individual denominations .e 


Dr. Horton said that such a Church could have at its head a bishop 
as "a personal symbol," exercising the authority that the several churches 
would grant him, as in the case of many denominations today. 


Legislative bodies, he said, would deal with the affairs of the 
churches corporately, with relationship similar to the present one between 
4ndividual churches and law-making units. 


"The local congregations would be as various in forms of worship and 
government as they are today," Dr. Horton added. "Whatever the pre- | 
dilections of the new citizens... each would find the type of corporate piety 
to which he is accustomed and in which he could most readily develop his 
spiritual capactities." 


Dr. Horton, who made the proposal in a speech to the annual meeting 
of the Wisconsin Council of Churches, said the type of union he proposed 
might be effected "within one, or two or three hundred years or more'. 

EPS, Genevae 


Negro Methodist Clergy Denounce Study on Jurisdiction 


(New York) - Negro Methodist clergymen in the New York City area have 
sharply criticised a denominational study advising the Church to maintain 
its present regional and jurisdictional structure. (See EPS No 2& Bilis 


In a unanimously adopted resolution, the ministers demanded abolition 
of all segregation "legally, structurally and otherwise" permitted within the 
denomination and announced plans to appoint a committee to study ways to 
abolish the Church's present Central Jurisdiction for Negro Churches, which 
the study had advised retaining. 


AA |e 
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They said they would call a mass meeting of laymen to protest all 
segregation and racial discrimination within the Churche The clergymen 
represented churches belonging to two integrated New York annual confer- 
ences and one Negro conference. New York's four largest Methodist 
congregations are Negro, as are about half of the 54,000 Methodists in the 
city. 


Farlier, the denominatiorls New York East Conference Board of Social 
Relations expressed “embarrassment" at the study. It referred to its own 
"many" integrated churches and hospitals and called for elimination of the 
Central Jurisdiction. 


The controversal and often misunderstood study has also been denounced 
by a group of white southern Methodists who called it a move toward ul- 


timate racial integration in the church, The four-year study had urged | 
; = . 4 te fi A : 
retention of the Central Jurisdiction because +t "assured racial integration | 
in the highest echelons of our Church! EPS, Genevae 


Vote of Confidence for Bishop Dibelius 


(Berlin) - The Synod of the Evangelical Church of Berlin-Brandenburg 

has passed a vote of confidence in Bishop Otto Dibelius, who announced 
last week that he will retire in 1961 as chairman of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (EKID) and as Bishop of the Church of Berlin-Brandenburg. 
(See EPS No. 4) 


The resolution pointed to differences of opinion resulting over 
Bishop Dibelius’? interpretation of the duty of Christians towards the 
State, but declared itself "united with its Bishop in the fellowship of 
Jesus Christ" despite these differences. The resolution stated: 


"The Synod thanks the Bishop for the way in which throughout his life 
he has defended the Christian faith and the whole Christian Church in face 
of serious attacks and regardless of the risks of personal danger." 


Of the 216 members of the Synod voting at the annual meeting, 182 
were in favour of the resolution, 18 opposed and 16 abstained, 


A report of a sub-committee which had met in closed sessions to study 
the issue described its meetings as "a hard, wearisome and painful struggle," 
but said members had gained "a respect and understanding" for opposing 
views and were agreed concerning what is required in practical conduct 
by Christians in relation to the state. 


The spokesman for the committee said members had agreed that state 
authorities were established by God and that laws should be conscientiously 
observed by Christians. 1% is only sn cases where the state requires 
Christians to take actions contrary to God's commandments that Christians 
"must obey God rather than men", it statede 


A speaker for the opposition, Dr. Heinrich Vogel, an East Berlin 
theological professor, addressed an “open letter" to the Synod in which 
he declared that criticism of Bishop Dibelius had been justified and that 
general confidence in him had not been re-established. 


He said that while the Bishop was concerned that the Christian Gospel 
be obeyed, his position on the issuc has "“savoured more of hate than of 
love't and contained nothing to indicate that Jesus Christ died and rose 
again not only for believers, but for atheists. 
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As long as the Bishop restricts his interpretation of St. Paul's 
Epistle to the Romans to a "Christian—-Western" context and refuses to 
recognise any socialist form of authority , he said, he fails to perceive 
the greatness of God's mercy and is not helping the Church or individual 
Christians to go forward to meet the future” » 


Bishop Dibelius in response said that Professor Vogel's views and his 
own had been opoosed for 35 years, but that they had remainded "good friends" 
despite their differences. Professor Vogel agreed in response, noting 
that even though there are disagreements, t44 should be possible for 
Christians to find their way to one another." EPS, Genevas 


Ravances Hailed in US Iutheran Cooperation 


(Atlantic City, N.J.) -A decision by the home missions board of the 
Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod to apply for membership in a counterpart 
agency of the National Council of Churches (US) has been hailed as of 
"immense importance" for Christian cooperation. in the United States. (See 
EPS No, lL). 


Dr. Paul C, Empic, executive director of the National Lutheran Council, 
said the action, in view of the history and character of the Missouri 
Synod, "seems to herald an advance an inter-church relationships." He 
spoke at the agency's 42nd annual meeting (Feb. 2-5) in AtlanticCity, Nee 


He pointed out that the Missouri Synod has announced 1% would partici- 
pate in the National Council's Division of Home Missions "to the extent our 
principles permit" and that it insists upon "doctrinal agreement" before 
participating in joint services of public worship with other denominations 
or in the conduct of jointly controlled mission projects. 


Dr. Empie noted that in taking the action the Synod had not altered 
its principles, but apparently "efter carefuly study it has come to the 
conclusion that... this particular type of cooperation does not compromise 
Pues principles,” 


Although "developing circumstances do not alter principles," he added, 
they may "make possible a change in the outcome of the application of 
principles provided that the climate of negotiations permits Christians 
who differ on points of doctrine to meet on a basis of mutual respect and 
confidence." 


In another session of the annual meeting it was announced that four 
theologians have been named by the National Tutheran Council to prepare a 
study on the doctrinal basis of Iutheran unity for talks scheduled next 
summer between its Executive Committee and members of the Committee on 
Doctrinal Unity of the Iutheran Church ~ Missouri Synod. The latter is 
also expected to draft a similar statement ; 


The Missouri Synod is not a member of the National Lutheran Council, 
which serves at the representative "in matters of common interest and 
responsibility" of eight US Lutheran church bodies with a combined member- 
ship of 5,362,000 or about two-thirds of the nation's 8,000,000 Lutherans» 
Seven of these bodies are currently engaged in two separate moves toward 
organic unione 
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Swedish Church to Ordain Women 


(Stockholm) - The Church of Sweden will have its first three women ministers 
next Spring. 


The decision, taken despite widespread protests within the Church, 
was announced last week at the close of the Bishops' Conference by 
Archbishop Gunnar Hultgren, of Uppsala, primate of the Churche 


Bishop Hultgren said the issue, which has long been a source of deep 
controversy within the Church, had been discussed again and it had been 
decided not to delay any longer in admitting women theological students 
to the ministry. 


The announcement brough immediate reactions from opponents of the 
MOVE» 


Within two hours, the Church's"confessional front" organisation led 
by Bishop Bo Giertz ofGothenburg, issued a 17-point manifesto declaring 
that the ordination of women "conflicts with the will of God and the dir— 
ections of Christ as they are given us in the Scripture." 


The manifesto said clergymen should refuse to work with a woman 
minister and that laymen should refuse to receive priestly ministrations 
from them or to participate in services conduced by them. 


Publication of the manifesto was followedby accusations in various 
Swedish newspapers and three legal complaints lodged against Bishop Giertz 
on the grounds that he is attempting to obstruct execution of the law. 


Meanwhile, it was reported, in the diocese of Stockholm that ninety 
clergy have signed a petition against the ordination of ‘women and 600 
clergy and laity in the diocese of Luleaa have formed an organisation 
to protest against ite 


The ordination of women was authorised by a bill passed in 1958 by 
both chambers of the Riksdag (Parliament). However, the measure could not 
be put into effect until it was endorsed by the Church's General Assembly 
which has the power to veto or ratify all bills passed by Parliament relating 
to church affairs. 


This was done, also in 1953, but it was agreed following the action 
that the Bishops would consult one another before making any decisions 
relating to women's ordination. 


Bishop Hultgren in announcing the decision 
acknowledged 
that the Bishops were divided both on the principle of the equality of 
the sexes in the ministry and on the practical desirability of ordaining 
women at this time, 


But, he said, there was less danger now of the Church's being split 
over the move than there would have been when the law was first ratified 
by the Assembly. It has been estimated that within the whole Swedish 
Church one-quarter are in favour of women's ordination, one-quarter against, 
and there is a "floating" half which is undecided. 
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The prelate said applications of three theologically trained women 
heve been accepted and that each would be ordained by a different bishop 
in March. 


Bishop Hultgren himself will officiate at the ordination of the 
most prominent of the three. She is Dr. Margit Sahlin, a noted theologian, 
a member of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches and 
director of St. Catherine's Foundation, an institute for training women 
church workers. The other two will be ordained by the Bishops of Stockholm 
and Harnosand. EPS, Genevas 


French Protestants Support De Gaulle 


(Paris) ~- The Council of the Protestant Federation of France has sent 
a message to General De Gaulle expressing its "gratitude for the firm 
attitude’ he took in connection with the threatened revolution in Algeria. 


The message, drafted by a meeting chaired by Federation president, 
Pastor Marc Boegner, assured President De Gaulle of the Federation's 
"fy11 confidence (in his leadership) in safeguarding the authority of the 
state, insisting that the laws of the French Republic be observed, and in 
promoting national reconciliation." EPS, Geneva. 


Nieméller Pleas for World's Hungry 


(Diisseldorf) - Decisions controlling the life of future generations of 
white nations will not be made in “iashington or Moscow, but in Peking, 
New Delhi or Johannesburg, Dr. Martin Niemoller told an audience in 
Dusseldorf last week. 


The age of supremacy of the white nations is past and it is the 
peoples of Asia and Africa who will have the power of life and death over 
them - even to deciding whether they will have enough to eat, he declared. 


This is the power which the white nations now have, but are misusing, 
Dr, Nieméller said in a plea that they "do their utmost in the little time 
that is left" in sharing food and other material abundance. 


"For five hundred years the white race has enjoyed supremacy and has 
held the responsibility for helping the coloured peoples appease their 
hunger," he declared, "but instead of concentrating their resources on this 
problem they are continuing an armaments race which long ago lost all 
meaning and are making futile attempts to hold on to their colonies." 


He said every day thousandsdie of hunger and “everyone who eats his 
fill and still has money in his pocket must realise this money does not 
belong to him. It is because we eat our fill and have more than we need 
that others are starving." 


Dr. Niemdller, is president of the Church of Hesse-Nassaue He spoke 
at a meeting held at Christ Church at Veltberg, near Dusseldorf in the 
Rhineland, 
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First Synod in Rome in 500 Years 


(Rome) - The first meeting of the Synod of the Diocese of Rome of the 
Roman Catholic Church in more than five hundred years was held last week. 


Some 800 members of the Roman Catholic clergy convened for the week~ 
long session made recommendations on nearly 800 articles which constitute 
a disciplinary code covering every activity connected with the duties 
of priesthood and the propagation of the faith. 


Although the recommendations apply only to the Rome Diocese, it is 
expected that other dioceses throughout the world will follow SUL) aL 
of the recommendations, which form the basis of a draft constitution, 
must be accepted by Pope John XXIII, in his capacity as the Bishop of 
Rome, before they become official. 


The articles discussed, which were prepared by a special ecclesiastical 


committee which has been at work since the Synod was announced Jane 25 

last year, have the effect of tightening the discipline for the Rome 
clergy. They deal with a wide range of problems affecting the appearance, 
behaviour and work of the clergys 


A section of articles specifically addressed to the laity warns 
that they ares 


Forbidden to read publications inspired by Protestantism, illuminism, 
existentialism, atheism or materialism. 


Barred from taking part in services, sermons or discussions of non- 
Catholic cults. 


Subject to excommunication if they join or vote for political 
parties or persons that promote heretical principles or doctrines though 
they may not go so far as apostas or atheisme 


Obliged on pain of excommunication to enact no laws harmful to the 
Church e 


Tn an address at the opening session Pope John said that the 
traditional principles of the Catholic Church would be preserved in the rew 
decrees, but would be rephrased in the light of new conditions. 


The Pope disclosed that the idea of a Rome Synod as a preliminary to 
the Ecumenical Council, which is for the entire Church, was suggested 
by one of his advisers after he himself had reached the decision to 
convoke the Council. EPS, Genevae 


In Brief 


The World Outlook, monthly magezine of The Methodist Church (US), 
is conducting contests to choose three "oreat human interest stories of 
world and national missions" and three "top essays on the philosophy of 
missions". The contest is being held in connection with the celebration 
of its 50th anniversary of publication this year. First award in each 
category will be $250; second, $100; and third, S75. 
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Fntries for the human interest story should be not more than 2,000 words 
and must be received by March 1. Entries for the essays should be not 
more than 2,500 words and should be received by April 1. All manuscripts 
should be submitted in care of the magazine, 475 Riverside Drive, New York 
27, NeYa 


OHS 


A film depicting the life of the churches in East European countries 
will be produced by Lutheran Film Associates. It will be filmed on 
location in Germany about 44 miles from the frontier of East Germany. 

LFA is a co-operative group of US Lutheran churches and Louis de Rochemont 
Associates, an independent film production agency. 


a8 


In an official communique the Vatican has announced receipt of a 
document from the Soviet Ambassador in Italy concerning world disarmament. 
A story of the document, which was also sent to other governments, was 
carried on the front page of the Osservatore Romano, official Vatican 
daily newspaper. It was the first time that the Vatican has officially 
acknowledged receipt of documents from the USSR, although it is believed 
that there have been unofficial communications through indirect channels. 


ate 
bss 


Archbishop Ireney, primate of the Japan Orthodox Church, is in the 
United States for a six-month assignment as special assistant to Metros 
politan Leonty of New York, head of the Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic 
Church of North America, He will visit parishes throughout the country 
and will assist in development programmes under way at two Orthodox theo- 
logical schools - at St. Vladimir's in New York, and St. Tikhon's at 
south Cannan. Pas He is scheduled to return to Japan in June. 


& *% 


The Rev. Dr. Henry A. Atkinson, of Baltimore (US) general secretary 
from 1918 through 1955 of the Church Peace Union and the World Alliance 
for International Friendship Through Religion, died Sunday, January 24; 
after a long illness. He was 82.6 The Church Peace Union was founded in 
1914 by Andrew Carnegie, US industrialist and philanthropist, to work for 
international peace through the application of religious ethics. It 
worked nationally through leaders of the Protestant, Roman Catholic, 
Jewish and other religions: br. Atkinson travelled throughout the world 
for some forty years in his efforts to bring about peace and was active 
in a number of related causes. He was an ordained Congregational 
minister and from 1911 to 1917 was secretary of that denomination's 
Social Service Commission. 


%: 


The Hungarin Government spent $200,000 during the last three years 
on church building and church restoration, according to the government 
controlled radio in Budapest. Tt said the sum was in addition to the 
annual subsidies of $3,520,000 made to various religious bodies in the 
country. (See EPS Noe 4) 
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Document 


Bishop Dibelius' Legacy to the German Church 


(Following is the text of the "Last Will and Testament to the 
German Churches" of Bishop Otto Dibelius of the Church of Berlin-Branden- 
burge Bishop Dibelius read the testament to a meeting of the Synod of 
the Evangelical Church of Berlin-Brandenburg following announcement of his 
plans to retire in late 1961 as Bishop of that church and as chairman of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID)), (See EPS Nos 4) 


"T have lived for my Church. I believe and confess that this visible 
Church, into which I was baptised and to which I was ordained, is that 
form of the holy, universal Christian Church in which God intended me to 
live, work and profess my faith. My love for this Church will continue, 
even when I pass into eternity. 


"T know this Church of mine so well, with its wealth of gifts in 
which I have shared; and its inadequacies, which have often made me suffer. 
I am sure, however, that the Lord Jesus Christ has not rejected or dis- 
inherited this Church of His. It is my belief that He has chosen this 
Church to bear clear witness to His grace and truth just at the point 
where the opposition is sharpest between two different attitudes of lifes 
He has thus entrusted the German Church with a tremendous task and He will 
not abandon it as it strives to fulfil it. 


"T beg these who come after me to remember this task, and never to 
try to be anything but the Church of Him who was crucified for us an 
raised again from the dead. We mst stand by the message of Barmen 1) 
in which we all joyfully concurred in 1954: 'jJesus Christ, as witnessed 
in the Holy Scripture, is the one Word of God to whom we must listen; in 
whom we must place our confidence in life and in death, and whom we must 
always obeys! That is what the Church stands for, and nothing else. 


"I beg my Church never again to allow itself to be forced into a 
ghetto, but to remain constantly aware of its responsibilities for the whole 
life of the German people. I beg it never to surrender to the powers of 
this world. I pray that God may keep the Church free from the temptation 
to succumb to the spirit of agitation and propaganda which rages all round 
ite God has given His children the spirit of power, of love and of 
discipline, not the spirit which quarrels about other people in the press; 
and seizes upon differences of opinion as opportunities for personal attack. 


"T pray that, the harder the life of the Church becomes, the more God 
may strengthen its spirit of unity, so that it can perceive which things 
are insignificant and which are important... I pray that the number of 
loyal, committed Christians may increase, so that, if the state Church 
breaks up, a new Confessing Church may stand ready to embrace loyal 
Protestants in an even closer bond of unity... I:pray for all who hold 
office in the Church that their courage may not fail in the face cf. the 
inoreasing difficulty!of their task admist the great spiritual.crises ofour 
time. The harder the task, the greater the blessing. Crises pass; 
Jesus Christ remains. 


(1) The Barmen Declaration was adopted in 1934 by the "confessing church" 
and expresses its oppostion to the national socialization of the 
churches under the Hitler regime.. 
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"T pray especially for those whose whole lives have become a 
burden owing to the circumstances of the time, and who are in danger 
of growing weary» There 4s One who gives strength to the wearye Human 
life is not decided by circumstances, but by the faith which is ready to 
face suffering. And this faith is crowned by the promise of a merciful 


Lorde 


"Tt is in this faith that I,have tried to live. At one time I drew 
up the Declaration of Stuttgart "I confessing the guilt of our Church. 

One sentence (a very decisive one) was written by Martin Niemoller. ‘he 
rest was written by myself. I will not leave this world without admitting 
my own personal culpability for the guilt which we confessed together thene 
I too confess that I should have been ‘more courageous in my Christian 
witness, more faithful in prayer, more joyous in faith and more ardent 

in love's But I believe that the mercy of God is greater than our ouilte 
And as I have lived every day by the forgiveness of God, so I beg every- 
one against whom I have sinned to forgive me, as I forgive all who have 
sinned against me." 


(2) The Stuttgart Declaration was adopted at the end of World War II in 
1945 by the German churches as an expression of common guilt. 
(See EPS No. 39, 1945 ) 
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Churches Will Aid Hindu Refugees 


PPrientic City, N.J.) - A five-year programme designed to rehabilitate Hindu 
refugees in West Bengal, India, was initiated by Church World Service at its 
annual meeting last week in Atlantic City, N.J. 


Project “Doya" (which moans "mercy" in Bengali) will include vocational 
training, educational, medical, and welfare units. The Amcrican churches re- 
presented in CWS, relief and rehabilitation agency of the National Council of 
Churches, may be asked for "as much as a million dollars" for the undertaking. 


The Board of Managers authorized an expenditure of 300,000 in 1960, 
after hearing a report from Dean Herbert Stroup of Brooklyn College, N.Y. He 
headed a team of experts who conductcd a five-week study in Calcutta. 


Dr. Norris Wilson, director of CWS, called the plan for assistance to 
Calcutta refugees "probably tho largest single project of any voluntary agency" 
to be undertaken during World Refugee Year", Earlier Calcutta refugees were 
listed by CWS as one of the top priorities for assistance during the Year. 


The group voted to appoint a spccial committee to get the West Bengal pro- 
ject underway and directed it to consult with the Yorld Council of Churches, 
the National Christian Council of India, and other ecumenical bodies. 
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The Doya project is designed "to ineet squarely and constructively the pro- 
blem of the refugees from East Pakistan". Among proposals is the enlistment 
of specialists in land reclamation and agriculture. Other aspects of the pro- 
posed project are the establishment of university units to aid refugee students 
in Calcutta and a unit in the Dandakaranya area where many refugees have been 
resettled. 


CWS also urged President Eisenhower to use his personal intervention in 
obtaining passage of refugee and immigration legislation by Congress. Ina 
telegramme to the President, the Board called for decisive action for positive 
legislation to permit the entry and resettlement of refugees in the U.S.A. 
"Although the United States is co-sponsor of World Refugee Year, it has yet to 
complete the responsibilities involved," the telegramme said. EPS, Geneva 


Methodist Teachers Denounce Study 


(Madison, N.J.) -— Faculty members of Drew University Theological School, a 
Methodist institution in Madison, N.J., have assailed as "humiliating" a deno- 
minational study advising retention of its present organizational structure 
(See EPS N° 5). 


The strongly-worded four-page statement accuses the study rewmmendation 
of endorsing a status quo which is unjust and of failing to provide practical 
steps for integration. 


The ten million-member liethodist Church is divided into six jurisdictions - 
five predominantly white geographical units and one overlapping all-Negro 
Central Jurisdiction. 


"We are disappointed that its decisions are not explicitly informed by 
the claims of the Christian faith," it declares of the statement. "We are 
dissatisfied that recommendations of the commission do not at least include a 
call for the end of jurisdictional segregation by some reasonably proximate 
date. 


"While the Church opposes segregation in principle, it practices it in its 
organization," it states, "The Church stands under divine judgement. In 
nothing else has the church more glaringly betrayed her Lord," 


The faculty members said that in their opinion the study's recommendation 
stems from "a deeply pessimistic theology. There is no confession of sin be- 
cause there is no evidence of real faith in the grace and power of our cruci- 
fied and risen Lord. The unity of the church is defined in purely secular 
terms parallel with the unity of the nation and the 'spirit of compromise! is 
substituted for the ministry of reconciliation." BPS, Geneva 


Universal Day of Prayer for Students 


(Geneva) - Christians around the world will join with students in marking the 
Universal Day of Prayer for Students on February 21, 


The Day will be observed in more than 70 countries by student. Christian 
Movements related to the World's Student Christian Federation, which sponsors 
the Day. It has been obseived under WSCF auspices since 1895. 


A special Call to Prayer issued by the WSCF Officers observes that "students 
need our prayer as never before. In every country they are at the centre of 
intellectual turmoil and social revolution." 


Further, it says, "students today live in an atmosphere of exaggerated 
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competition both for educational opvortunity and for jobs when they graduate." 
It asks prayers not for only Christians, but for all students that they may 

be sustained through these difficulties and for their professors, school ad- 
ministrators and for student Christian movements, EPS, Geneva 


Church of England “Reerets" Move to Ordain Swedish Women 


(London) — An official statement issued by the Church of Ingland has expressed 
regret that the Church of Sweden, by its decision to ordain women ministers, 
has taken a step which might “introduce a cause of dispute" between the two 
churches. (See EPS N° 5) 


* 


The statement said that it has been made clear in private letters exchanged 
between the Archbishop of Canterbury and Archbishop Gunnar Hultgren, of Uppsala, 
primate of the Swedish Church, that the Church of England would not take any 
part in the controversy in Sweden. 


"The ordination of women in the Church of Enzland would be out of the 
question,” the statement said, “and there would be general regret that a Church 
with which it has such long friendly relations should by taking this step in- 
troduce a cause of dispute.” The statement was signed by John R. Satterthwaite, 
general secretary of the Church's Council on Inter-Church relations. EPS, Geneva 


Catholic Bishops Plealfor Trujillo Foes 


(Ciudad Trujillo) - Six Roman Catholic Bishops of the Dominican Republic have 
intervened with General Rafael Leonidas Trujillo Molina, head of the country's 
regime, on behalf of the thousands of its citizens imprisoned as revolutionary 
plotters, 


The action by the Bishops came amid reports of mass arrests of hundreds 
of citizens, following rumours of a plot to assasinate General Trujillo. 


The bishops declared their solidarity with "the many families" bereaved 
by the arrests in a joint pastoral letter read from the pulpits of all Roman 
Catholic churches at Sunday services, 


They declared that Catholic Christianity must defend the rights of indivi- 
duals including freedom of conscience, of press and of assembly, which, they 
Said, come before the rights of any state. These rights do not exist under the 
50-year Trujillo dictatorship, 


News of the letter, a copy of which was smuggled out of the country, was 
immediately suppressed by General Trujillo, according to a story in the New 
York Times. The Times said the move indicated that the Roman Catholic Church 
was "at the point of breaking with the Trujillo regime." It said that only a 
few clergy had responded to the regime's overtures for religious support and 
that generally the clergy, like the majority of the population, has “kept aloof 
Prom. politics.” iPS, Geneva 


Union Plan Approved for North India and Pakistan 


(Calcutta) - Another step has been taken towards formation of a united church 
in North India and Pakistan. 


The General Council of the Chureh of India, Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon 
(Anglican) has given approval to the revised Plan of Chureh Union under which 
the major Protestant and Anglican bodies of the two countries will be united 
in one church. 


oe 
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(The negotiations for Church Union, started several years ago, came to a 
halt last year when ccrtain of the churches involved found unacceptable revi- 
sions recommended by the Conference of Anglican Bishops held at Lambeth England, 
in 1958. These differenceswere later resolved by a meeting of the Negotiating 
Comittee held at Jabalpao, India, last December, and it is the plan revised by 
this Committee which has now been approved by the Anglican General Council.) 


As envisioned, the new Church will include Anglicans, Methodists, Baptists, 
Congregationalists, Presbyterians and adherents of various smaller bodies. 


The plan provides for the unification of the episcopate of the Anglican 
and Methodist Churches. In addition it provides that through the Act of the 
Unification of the Ministry, episcopal ordination will be bestowed upon those 
not previously so ordained (though it does not repeat any ordination previously 
received) in such a manner that after the Act of Unification all the ministers 
of the uniting churches will become part of a three-fold ministry of bishops, 
presbyters and deacons in the new churd. 


During the next two years the responsible bodies of other churches involved 
will have the plan under consideration. The next step in the Anglican Church 
will be submission of the Plan to its Diocesan Councils, A two-thirds vote in 
favour of the Plan is required by these Councils before the Anglican Church 
can be finally committed to enter the new church, In addition the leaders of 
other Anglican churches not in the area will be asked whether they would be pre- 
pared to enter into relations of full communion with the new church if the plan 
goes through. EPS, Geneva 


Belgian Churches Commend Congo Independence 


(Charleroi) —- The Federation of Belgian Protestant Churches has issued a state— 
ment commending the forthcoming independence of the Belgian Congo, as a step 
which “will confirm the sovereign freedom of the people of the Congo with full 
human rights." 


The statement observed that Protestant missions have been at work in the 
Belgian Congo for nearly a century to train the Congolese peoples to be ready 
to take this step. It also expressed the hope that ties between the new nation 
and European countries would be strengthened. ‘The statement was adopted at the 
Federation's recent annual meeting. The Federation is composed of the Methodist, 
Baptist, Reformed, Evangelical and Christian Missionary Churches. BPS, Geneva 


Churches Urged To Learn More About USSR Christians 


(Buenos Aires). - Leaders of major evangelical churches in argentina have been 
urged to learn more about churches in the USSR and support them in taking their 
Christian stand in a Communist state. 


"We must get to know about the life of these churches and their history", 
World Council of Churches general secretary, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft told some 
one hundred participants in a consultation between local churchmen and WCC 
Executive members, now in Argentina for their semi-annual meeting, February 8-12. 


"The ignorance in the Western world about Orthodoxy and the history of 
other churches in Russia is colossal", Dr. Visser ‘tHooft declared, 


Commenting on a visit of a five-member delegation to the churches in the 
USSR last December, the WCC executive said that he and the other delegation 
members had bcen “tremendously impressed by the real life we found in the Russian 
Orthodox Church, the Baptist, Lutheran and Armenian churches", 
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He emphasized that there was freedom of worship in the churches visited 
and said “we should prais God that after thirty-five years! persecution the 
Church of God is still there in Russia". 


But Dr. Visser 't Hooft warned that from the point of view of the Soviet 
state the vitality of the Church is undesirable, and there is the possibility 
of new days of “testing" ahead for the churches in Russia. 


"Therefore the pressure on the churches continues", he observed, "In the 
ecumenical movement in such a situation we all begin to feel that it is our 
fate that is at stake. It is the task of the World Council of Churches in these 
coming years to establish the closest possible relations with the churches in 
Russia". 


However, Dr. Visser 't Hooft said, the Russian churches and the WCC were 
“not ready yet for the moment when they might apply to join the World Councidiy 


With regard to its contacts with the Roman Catholic Church, the WCC leader 
emphasized that "the World Council has never had any official relations with 
that Church". 


He said the Roman Catholic Church had made it "quite clear that it does not 
want to participate in our ecumenical movement, and -robably many churches in 
the WCC would not want to cooperate in this way with the Roman Catholic Church". 


But Dr. Visser 't Hooft vointed out that the Pope's call for an Ecumenical 
Council on Christian Unity had led to “a great uncertainty in the Roman Catholic 
Church about the best way to proceed", 


He observed that "the Roman Cathclic Church and its leaders now want a much 
greater role in ecumenical affairs, but don't know how toudo. 1t., Dhey have Lived 
all their long history in a state of monologue", he went on. "Now they see that 
churches in the world are entering into dialogue." 


Dr. Visser !t Hooft acknowledged, however, that there has been "a tremendous 
upsurge of interest in the ecumenical movement within the Church of Rome. We 
cannot remain indifferent to it", he said, “especially in France, Belgium, 
Holland and Germany." 


He indicated that there were “more thorough studies on the ecumenical move- 
ment by Roman Catholics than by Protestants, because of the number who spend 
much time on it." 


Fifteen groups sent representatives from Argentine and Uruguay to the con- 
sultation: Disciples, French Reformed, United Lutherans, Waldensians, Mennonites, 
Methodists, German Speaking Evangelicals, German Speaking Congregationalists, 

The Salvation Army, Anglicans, Armenian Congregationalists, Scots Presbyterians, 
Seventh Day Adventists, the Mission to the Jews and the United Bible Societies, 
EPS, Geneva 


in Briot 


There has been an improvement in the facilities for publication of Protestant 
literature in East Germany, but the number of wmpies government authorities per= 
mit the churches to print is still inadequate, according toa report of the Con- 
ference of Bast German Churches. The report said the Conference is negotiating 
with government authorities to get permission to increase publication. 


K * 


The small (20,000 membership) liumgarian Baptist Church has announced it 
will make a contribution of $100 to the new headquarters building of the World 
Council of Churches, (See EPS N°.4) 
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The Lutheran parishes of Helsinki, Finland, have started a new church news— 
paper which is being distributed free to more than 100,000 families every week. 
The Publication is called "The Church and the City". 


* * 


Total membership of the Dutch Reformed Church of Transvaal and Natal -isiire= 
ported at 998,869 in new figures released last week. Of the total, white member-— 
ship is reported at 678,792 members and 1,131,282 Nadherents", an increase in 
the past two years of 15,091 members and 31,172 "adherents", Non-white members 
of the Dutch Reformed Mission Churches in the Union of South Africa, increased 
by 14,021 members for a total of 223,433 during the same period, The number of 
"adherents" went up by 47,750 to 634,919, 


* * 


Church. construction in the United States is exnected to exceed one billion 
dollars in 1960, the US Department of Commerce has predicted in its annual 
forecast. If so, it will be the largest amount ever spent on church building 
in a 12=—month period. The current high was set in 1959 when church edifices 
costing $935,000,000 were constructed, A billion dollars in the US is a 
thousand million dollars. 


* * 


The Ecumenical Council of Finland reports it has appointed an “Houmenical 
Music Commission" to further understanding of the musical traditions of its two 
national churches. These are the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland, which 
represents about 95 per cent of the population and has a Western church music 
history and the Orthodox Church of Finland with about 1.8 per cent which has an 
Bastern church musical tradition. 


* ae 


A new building, which will serve as the centre for an expanding ministry 
among New York City's Puerto Rican population has been purchased by the Dis- 
ciples of Christ (US). To be known as La Hermosa Centre, it will house the 
denomination's present congregation of 350 persons presently meeting in a 
"store front" church, and an auditorium, social hall, classrooms and offices. 
The centre will cost an estisated $50,000. In addition the denomination also 
has plans to raise another $100,000 for other churches in the Puerto Rican 
community. There are 110,000 Fucrto Ricans living within a mile of the centre 
and more than a million in the city. 


* * 


Dr. Norman A. ifenter of Berkley, Mich., has been elected to his second 
one-year term as president of the ‘ational Lutheran Council (US). Dr, Menter 
is first vice'’»resident of the American Lutheran Church and president of its 
Michigan District. 


* * 


A study of the relatioas between the Christian Church and the Jewish people 
is being made by the Protestant study centre located at Villemétrie, France, 
The group is composed of Protestants, Roman Catholics and Jews who have been 
converted to Christianity, 


es eee eee ee eS eee 
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In Denmark a Committee appointed by the Ministry of Education to draw up a 
new curriculum has suggested cutting down religious instruction by 25% in the 
first eight classes in schools. The proposal is being opposed by church cixscles 
as "a further step in the de-Christianisation of our people." 


% * 


In Sweden the draft for a new party-programme of the Social Democratic 
Party for the first time has dropped its demand for the separation of Church and 
State, The draft programme, which is to be presented to the Party Congress this 
summer. merely asks that “the relation between Church and State be settled in 
accordance with the principle of religious freedom." "Svensk Veckotidning" 

(the weekly paper of the Swedish ilissionary Association), interprets the change 
as due as much to political and tactical considerations as to a basic change in 
the Party's attitude to the Church. 


%  % 


The Danish Episcopal Conference has decided egainst making attendance at 
church services compulsory for candidates for Confirmation. Tt stressed the 
desirability of such regular attendance, however, and approved the pastors! 
insistence on it, 


* x 


Bibles are among the objects frequently smugzled into the Soviet Union, 
reports "Dic Saat", an Austrian church paper. Despite repeated protests from 
the Soviet Government, Bibles have been smuggled infrom Poland and sold for 500 
+o 800 roubles. The price corresponds to the average monthly salary of an un- 
skilled labourer. 


* * 


In 1960 the Protestant and Catholic Churches of Hungary will continue to 
receive full state subsidies. These subsidies were to have been reduced by 
50% last year, and then cut cach year. until they were stopped in 1969 in ac- 
cordance with an agrcement made in 1948. 


* * 


The Synod of the Reformed Churches in Algeria has approved the establishment 
of a Protestant study centre, which will coicentrate on t he question of Islam. 
The Synod appealed to the churches to realise that they had a special task of 
evangelism because of their situation in a Moslem society. 


*K 3% 


A conference on The Architect and The Church will be held March 4-5 in 
London, under auspices of Christian Teamwork, an organization of church leaders 
and architects. The conference follows that held on the same subject in May, 
1959, under sponsorship of the World Council of Churches! Ecumenical Institute 
and Department of Information. 


* 


Bishop Ivan Lee Holt, who retired two year ago as Bishop of the Methodist 
Church in Missouri, has been called back to active service again to serve tem- 
porarily as Bishop of Nebraska, to fill the vacancy left by the recent death of 
the incumbent, Bishop Holt was the first president of the World Methodist 
Council, a president of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ (US) and 
is a former member of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches. 
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ECUMENICAL CALENDAR 1960 
Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies, end 
of 8th session Bossey 


Universal Day of Prayer for Students, sponsor- 
ed by World Student Christian Federation 


World Alliance of YMCA, President's Committee Geneva 


Ecumenical Institute/WCC Department of Faith 
and Order, Consultation on Prayer for 
Christian Unity ' Bossey 


World Day of Prayer 


WCC, Youth Department, Preparatory Committee 
for the Ecumenical Youth Assembly in Europe Geneva 


WCC and WCCE Youth Departments, World Youth 


Projects Committee Annual lMeeting New York 
WCC, Youth Department, European Working Crét—Bérard, 
Group Switzerland 


Ecumenical Institute, Consultation on the 


Basis of Political Decision Bossey 
Lutheran “orld Federation, Executive Porto Alegre, 
Committee Brazil 

WCC, Faith and Order, Lutheran-Reformed 

Consultation Alsace 
LWF}°Committee on Latin America Porto Alegre 


WCC, DICASR Structure and Policy Committee Geneva 


WCC, DICASR Enlarged Committee on “\forld 
Need" Geneva 


World YWCA, Seminar in connection with the 
meeting of the UN-Commission on the Status 


of Women Buenos Aires 

Ecumenical Institute, Orthodox Seminar Bossey 

World Alliance of YMCA, Consultation on YMCA 

work with Armed Forces Mainauy 
Germany 

WCC, DSICASR Administrative Committee Geneva 

WCC, DICASR Refugee Sub-Committee Geneva 

Lausanne Youth Assembly Leaders lieeting Boss ey 


WCC, Youth Department, Work Camp Leaders 


Course Hong Kong 
WCC, Faith and Order, Theological Commission Taizé, 
on Worship (European Section) France 
WCCESSA, European Confcrence Boldern—Manne 
dorf,  wwitzerl. 
wcc, Youth Department, Berlin Conference Berlin 
Annual Meeting, US Conference for WCC Buck Hill 
Falls 
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April 29 — May 13 


End April 

May 12 - 17 

May 13 - 15 

May 18 - 20 

May 18 - 24 

May 23 — 50 

May 25 -— 31 
June 3 

June 6 — 11 

June 7 — August 27 
June 14 — 28 
June 17 = 21 
Boneeco =) July 2 
June 30 — July 3 
June 30 - July 9 
July 

July 1 

July 5-8 

July 6 - 11 
July 7 - 14 

July 10---12 
mty 13-125 
Juiy 13 — 24 
July 14 - 19 
Juty 15 - 31 
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World YWCA, Executive Committee 


Presbyterian World Alliance, Huropean Area 
Administrative Committee 


UBS, Regional Conference for Latin Kuropean 
Countries 


Houmenical Institute, Weekend for 
Industrialists 


WCC, Youth Department, World Christian 
Youth Commission 


WCC, Youth Department, Work Camp Leaders 
Conference 


Brethren Service Commission, luropean 
Annual Confcrence 


WSCF, Third European Student Pastors! 
Conference 


John Knox House Annual Conference 
Ecumenical Institute/Department on Church 
and Society, Consultation on Grace and De- 
cision in a Dynamic Society 


World YWCA, Trainee Programme 
Ecumenical Institute, Course for Pastors 


WCC, Faith and Order, Theological Commission 
on Christ and the Church (American Section) 


World Alliance of YMCA, Corsultation on YMCA 
programme strategy and membership policies 


WCC, Youth Department, American Work 
Campers Orientation 


WCC, Preparatory Commission for general 
theme of the Third Assembly 


Pan-—Orthodox meeting 
Christian Endeavour Citizenship Convocation 


A6th International Christian Endeavour Con— 
vention 


Ecumenical Institute/Division of Studies, 
Consiltation for Evangelists 


World YWCA, Seiiinar on the International 
Responsibility of the YWCA 


WCC, Youth Department, Orientation for North 
American Participants to the Lausanne 
Furopean Youth Assembly 


Ecumenical Institute, Course for Laymen 
Ecumenical Youth Assembly in Europe 


WCC, Conference on Inter—Church Aid 
Promotion 


WSCF, World Teaching Conference on the Life 
and Mission of the Church 
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WCC, DICASR Annual Consultation 


Hcumenical Institute, Course for Theological 


Students 


WCC, Consultation of the Department on 
Cooperation of Men and Women in Church and 
Society 


WCC, Faith and Order Commission on Christ and 


the Church (Buropean Section) 


WCC, Faith and Order Study Consultation on 
Institutionalism 


WCCESSA, Board of Managers 


World Alliance of YMCA/YWCA Conference of 
student Leaders 


LWF, Commission on World Service 
WCC, Commission on Religious Liberty 
WCC, Committee of the Division of Studies 


WCC-IMC Planning Committee of the Joint 
Committee 


WCC/DICASR Structure and Folicy 
WCC/WCCESSA Youth Coiinittee 


WCC, Cooperation of Men and Women, Working 
Committee 


WCC, Faith and Order, Meeting of Full 
Commission 


WCC, Department on Church and Society, 
Working Committee 


WCC, Department on Evangelism, Working 
Committee 


WCC, Department on the Laity, Working 
Committee 


WCC, Board of the icunenical Institut e 
IMC, Ad Hoc Committee 


World Alliance of YMCA, World Youth Confe- 
rence 


WCC/IMC , Department on Missionary Studies, 
Working Committee 


WCC, CCIA Executive Committee 
WCC/DICASR Refugee Sub-Committee 
WCC, DICASR Administrative Committee 


LWF, Second Lutheran Research Congress 


Presbyterian World Alliance, Executive 
Committee 


10 


Berlin 


Bossey 


High Wycombe , 
Bucks, 
England 


Otte John's 
College, 
Durham, Engl. 


f {t 


Berlin-Spandau 


Strasbourg 
Berlin 

St, Andrews 
St. Andrews 
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Germany 


Geneva 
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August 9 — 10 


August 9 = 11 
August 9 — 11 
August 10 — 23 
August 11 -— 13 
August 12 - 13 
August 12 - 13 
August 14 
August 15 
August 15 - 18 
August 15 = 22 
August 16 -— 24 
August 17 — 20 
August 19 - 24 
August 25 — 26 
August 28 — 
September 
September 1 —- 
September 3 —- 
September 5 — 
September 8 - 
September 8 — 
September 8 - 


September 12 - 14 


September ?? 


October 1 


i 


16 


18 


February 15 


October 2 


October 3 — 8 


ie ‘ 
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WCC, Faith and Order Consultation on 
Church ..egotiations 


WCC, Third Assembly Preparatory Commissions 
WOC/IMC, Joint Committee 
WSCF, General Committee 


WCC, Information Department, Working 
Committee 


WCC, Division of Ecumenical Action Committee 
IMC, Administrative Committee 


Commemorative Service, Edinburgh Missionary 
Conference 


WCC, Executive Committee 


World Alliance of YMCA's, Standing 
Committees of the World Council 


LWF, Commission on Theology 
WCC, Central Committee 


Pacific Area Conference of the World's 
Christian Endeavour Union 


World Alliance of YMCA's, Executive Committee 


Meeting of National Council Secretaries 
LWF, Commission on World Mission 


Eeumenical 
Scientists 


WCC, Faith and Order, ‘sheological 
Commission on Tradition and Traditions 


Institute, Conference of 


WCC, Faith and Order, Theological Commission 
on Worship (North America) 


Feumenical Institute, Consultation for those 
who teach ecumenics in theological training 
institutions 


World Alliance of YMCA's, Consultation on 
technical education and Christian leadership 


Second All-African Lutheran Confcrence 


World Alliance of YMCA's, World Consultation 
on health and physical education 


UBS, Sub-Committee on Translation 


9th session of the Graduate School of 
Ecumenical ‘tudies 


“World-—Vide Communion Sunday" 


Conference of European Churches 


Jed: 


St. Andrews 


Greece 


ot. Andrews 


{f " 


Geneva 
Osnabrtick 


St. Andrews 


Mexico City 
Geneva 


St, Andrews 


Bukobay 
Tanganyika 


Bossey 
Not decided 


Lake Geneva, 
Wisconsin 


Bossey 
Mainau 
Antsirabe, 


Madagascar 


Rome 


New York 


Bossey 


Nyborg, 
Denmark 
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October 8 -— 10 Presbyterian ‘orld Alliance, European 
Theological Commission Zurich 
October 16 - 18 WCC, Youth Department, Annual European Seengen, 
Work Camps Consultation Switzerland 
October 23 World Order Sunday 
October 18 — 25 WCC, Youth Department, Annual Consultation Seengen, 
r of Ecumenical Youth Secretaries in Europe Swatzerland 
October 21 — 26 International Convention Assembly of 
Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ), Louisville, 
USA. Kentucky 
October 30 Reformation Sunday 
October 51 — 
November 1 WCC/DICASR Administrative Committee New York 
November 3 Advisory Committee for US Conference of WCC New York 
November 13 - 19 YMCA/YWCA World Week of Prayer and World 
Fellowship 


No meetings have been announced for December. 


x * 

Key To Abbreviations 

DICASR Division of Inter-—Church Aid and Service to 
Refugees (WCC) 

IMC International Missionary Council 

Lk Lutheran Woild Federation 

UBS United Bible Societies 

WCC World Council of Churches 

WCCE World Council of Christian Education 

ICCHSSA World Council of Christian Education and Sunday 


School Association 


WSCF World's Student Christian Federation 
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On Other Pages 


Biblical Scroll Fragments Found in Israeli Desert. 
Vatican May Get Protest on Bishops’ Letter...e.e«.« 
Conferences on Church=State Relations Askedse « » » «e » «© © © @ « 
Korean Relief Agency Denies Bias Charges « . e« » 
Evancelism Campaign Charted in Japan « +» e © « © © © © © ©» © @ 
Churches Warned About Christianity's Divisions . . 
Document: Statement on Nuclear Tests . . « « » 
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WoC Asks Pan on All Atomic Tests 


(Buenos Aires, Argentina) - The Uxecutive Committee of the ‘World Council of 


Churches has called on nuclear powers to keep working for an agreement for 
total cessation of atomic testing. i 


In an aopeal to the United States, British and Soviet governments , 
-the 12—member committee asked for continued efforts at the current Geneva talks 
to reach the aim of discontinuing tests of all types and sizes. The Executive 
Committee sungested that the three governments make an effort to break the 
Geneva stalemate by demonstrating "their readiness promptly to negotiate a treaty 
covering all forms of testing which can now be detected", 


Dr. Franilin Clark Fry, president of the United Iutheran Church in 
America, is chairman of the Committee which includes representatives from 
churches in lurope, Africa, Asia, Latin America and the United states. The 
Committee held its semi-annual meeting last week (Feb. 8-12) in Buenos sires. 


(In another action taken before France exploded its first atomic bomb 
in the Sahara last weekend, the Committee reiterated an earlier appeal to the 
French Government not to carry out such tests, 
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The action on French tests said, "Noting public announcements that the 
Government of France is proceeding with nuclear testing in the Sahara, the 
Executive Committee reaffirms the position that so long as international control 
is under discussion, powers which have not made tests as yet should not launch 
them anywhere for military purposes", ) 


In its statement on the current Geneva talks, the World Council 
leaders claimed that an eventual treaty is possible only "if a formal agreement 
to ban the underground testing of small nuclear weapons, at least for a specif 

* ied period of time" is reached on condition that "arrangements be made for 
international co-operation in devising more adequate means of detection and for 
international inspection of explosions for peaceful purposes", 


Dr. 0, Frederick Nolde, of New York and Philadelphia, PA., director 
of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, told the committee 
that the Geneva conference is now at a critical point. 


"The United States has claimed that there is no present possibility of 
detecting the explosion underground of smaller nuclear weapons and the United 
Kingdom insists that no permanent cessation will be acceptable without adequate . 
provision for inspection," the C.C.I.A. official observed. 


Dr. Nolde also said that "some leaders in the United States are urging 
that smaller underground tests should be resumed promptly." 


"On the other hand the USSR demands that a treaty should require the 
cessation of all tests and that, if further methods of inspection are needed, 
they should be developed subsequently," he said. 


"The impasse can only be broken if reasonable concessions are made 
by both sides," the churchman warned. 


The Executive Committee's statement asked for U.S. and U.K. suspension | 
of testing for an agreed period while observing that the Soviet Union would 
also need to agree to "international co-operation in devising more adequate 
means of detection." The present appeal by the Executive Committee of the 
world Christian organization follows up previous statements made by the Council's 
90-member Central Committee in 1957 and 1959. (See document attached, ) 


Other Actions 
In other sessions the Executive Committee: 


Approved blueprints for a new $2,500,000 headquarters building to 
be constructed in Geneva, Switzerland, to replace present overcrowded facilities. 
The Committee asked, however, that present drawings for the interior of the 
chapel, the most prominent feature of the building, be reconsidered and new ones 
submitted for approval. Construction of the 200-office unit structure is now 
expected to get underway sometime this autumn. (See EPS No. 4) 


Announced plans to hold the World Council's Third Assembly November 
18-25, 1961, in New Delhi, India, at the Vigynan Bhavan Conference Hall origin- 
ally built by the Indian Government for a UNESCO conference. (The Assembly 
was first planned for Ceylon, but the site was changed to India by decision of 
the WCC's Central Committee last summer.) Plans are subject to approval 
by the Central Committee at its annual meeting at St. Andrew's, Scotland, 
August 16-24, 


"Jesus Christ - the Light of the World", the Assembly theme, will be 
studied by local congregations of the Council's 172 member churches. A pre- 
_Assembly study booklet dealing with the main theme and sub=-themes of witness, 
unity, and service will be printed in English, French and German and translated 
into many other languages for distribution to local churches throughout the 
world as a means of enabling them to participate in Assembly preparations 
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Between 950 and 1000 participants are expected. Of these 655 are 
voting delegates and the remainder are advisers, youth participants, and frater- 
nal delegates from National Christian councils and other world Christian bodiese 
Assembly highlights include public rallies addressed by world Christian leaders 
with accent on "personal spiritual life, vocation, and public proclamation of 
the Gospel". Previous assemblies were held in Amsterdam in 1948 and Evanston, 
Ill. in 1954, Both attracted wide public attention. Asian churches will 
co-operate in plans for ecumenical teams composed of participants from different 
countries to visit major Asian centres after the Assembly to report on its work 
and make contact with local Christians. 


Call for Christian Unity 


er ee A TS 

During the five-day session members of the Committee and a crewd 
estimated at 1500 people packed St. Andrew's Church, Buenos Aires, to hear an 
African member of the Committee, the Rev. Peter K. Dagadu, call for Christian 
unity. 

Mr. Dagadu, secretary of the Ghana Christian Council, told the worship 
service that sectarianism was an obstacle to the advance of Christianity in 
Africa and on other continents. 


The Chana churchman praised the work of the World Council of Churches 
in helping Christian forces in Africa to demonstrate unity. He asked for 
continued study and action on the part of the World Council in regard to Africae 
Home and family, women's problems, and civic and national: responsibility were 
cited as areas in need of study. 


In stressing the need for Christian unity, Mr. Dagadu told of a candi- 
date for baptism who laughed in his face when repeating the part of the Apostle's 
Creed about One Church. She explained the laughter by saying, "we have five 
sects working in our village". 


"Is the Church really one," he asked. "Isn't this fact obscured by 
what we see about us?" 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, chairman of the Central and Executive 
Committees of the World Council of Churches, told the group that the World 
Council believes that the New Testament taught that the Church is one. 


"Our Lord Jesus Christ established One Church" he declared, "He 


calls on us for unity and for truth. We must exhibit both in our lives," 
Dr. Fry, is president of both the United Lutheran Church in America and the 
Lutheran World Federation. EPS, Geneva 


Biblical Scroll Fragments Found in Israeli Desert 


(Jerusalem) - Two fragments of ancient Biblical scrolls with sixteen verses from 
the 13th chapter of the Book of Exodus have been discovered by Israeli archeolo- 
gists in a cave in the Judean Desert near the Dead Seas 


From coins and other articles found with the fragmentsit has been 
determined they belonged to followers of Bar-Kochta,. who took refuge in the 
caves with the collapse of their revolt against the Romans in A.D. 1d. Sur- 
vivors of the uprising are believed to have lived as fugitives in the caves for 
nearly 100 years afterwards. 


The fragments, which measure about one by three inches, and are of par= 
chment, were reported to be in a good condition. Although as yet unrolled, 
it can be scen that they bear verses and are part of a phylactery used in 
Jewish ritual. 


The discovery was made by an archaelogical team led by Dr. Yohanan 
Aharoni, a lecturer at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. EPS, Genevae 


- ae 


No. 7 — 19th February 1960 “t 


Vatican May Get Protest on Bishops' Letter 

(Rome) - The Foreign Minister of the Dominican Republic has arrived in Rome, 
possibly to discuss with Vatican officials the pastoral letter of six Dominican 
Republic Roman Catholic bishops protesting mass arrests of hundreds of the 
country's citizens by the Trujillo government. (See EPS No. 6) 


A report by the New York Times from Rome said it was likely that Foreign 
Minister Porfirio Herrera Baez would seek to have an appointment with Vatican 
Secretary of State Domenico Cardinal Tardini, concerning the letter issued in 
protest against the imprisonment of citizens following a rumour of an assasination 
plot against General Trujillo. 


Total number of arrests has been put at 850 to 1,500. An estimated 
120 persons have been sentenced to thirty-year terms at hard labour for partici- 
pation in the alleged conspiracy. Most of those sentenced were reported to be 
men in their twenties - lawyers, doctors, engineers, farmers and workers. In 
addition they were fined a collective total of $600,000. EPS, Genevase 


Conferences on Church-State Relations Asked 


(Boston) = A US Methodist Bishop has proposed a series of conferences between 
Protestant, Roman Catholic and Jewish leaders to appraise "the disintegrating 
wall between Church and State" in the U.S.A. 


The conferences would seek to discuss "where we agree and to admit 
frankly where we differ and why", Bishop Richard C. Raines of Indianapolis, 
Ind., told a meeting of the National Conference on Church and State, sponsored 
by Protestants and ther Americans United for Separation of Church and State. 


I ee —— 


"My conviction,” Bishop Raines said, "is that both Protestants and 
Catholics have been tearing such large stones out of the wall which mst sep- 
arate Church and State that tolerance of this activity borders ontreason". He 
said that the separation principle is good for all churches including the Roman 
Catholic Church which he described as in a better position because it is not 
a state Church. "Roman Catholicism in the United States has prospered splendidly," 
he observed, and is "the most wholesome and sound Catholicism in the WOLLd 6 

EPS, Geneva 


Rightsof Spanish Workers Urged 

(Madrid) ~- Spain's twelve Roman Catholic Archbishops meeting in conference in 
Madrid have issued a strong plea for just recognition of workers! rights under 
the government's economic stabilization programme. 


SS Te a ee ee ee ee en Ee 


The statement, the first of its kind issued since 1956, reiterated 
earlier appeals for austerity on the part of the rich and more active concern for | 
the welfare of the poor. . 

. 


"We remind all once more," the archbishops said, "of the duty of work- 
ing for a more just distribution of goods - goods of all kinds - and a more 
equitable distribution of the burdens to shorten the distance (between social 
classes) and suppress irritating unevenness." EPS, Geneva. 


Korean Relief Agency Denies Bias Charges 


(Seoul) ~ The National Christian Council of Korea has vehemently denied published 
charges that church relief agencies in Korea discriminate against people who 
oppose the World Council of Churches, 


ik 
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The Reve Ho Joon Yu, executive secretary of the NOCK branded as 
"completely false" the charges which had been made by the International Council 
of Christian Churches, an ultra fundamentalist group. He said the accusations 
published in the ICC's "Christian Beacon" were "distressing misrepresentations 
of the Korean church aid situation". 


He said that as the result of the split last fall in the Presbyterian 
Church of Korea when a minority group opposed continued membership in the World 
Council of Churches, it had been voted to remove all members of this “anti~ 
ecumenical" group from representation on KOWS (Korean Church World Service) 
boards (See EPS No. 48, 1959). He said this was done on the justification that 
"a Church which officially opposes the ecumenical movement should not have a 
share in the making of policy and the administration of an organisation which 
is the official agency in Korea representing the wcoc's Division of Inter-Church 
Aid and Service to Refugees". 


However, he stressed, this move "does not effect the eligibility of 
any needy members (of the dissident group) for receiving relief supplies, what— 
ever their attitude to the WCC may be." EPS Geneva 


Evangelism Campaign Charted in Japan 


(Tikyo) - Plans for an intensive long-range evangelism campaign in which appeals | 
on radio and through other mass media will form a major part of the programme, 
have been announced by AVACO the (Audio Visual Activities Committed) of the 
Japan National Council of Churches. | 


Focal point of the campaign will be Hokkaido, the northern-most of | 
Japan's four main islands, where an initial experiment will be carried out | 
March 9=—20 in two villages. The campaign will include radio broadcasts, films, 
two public meetings, home visitation and distribution of special tracts. On 
the basis of this experiment, plans will be made for a more extensive campaign 
beginning in April. 


An AVACO spokesman said the programme will be unique in the history 
of evangelism in Japan because while all the methods employed have been used 
before, it will combine them for the first time "for maximum impact and effective-— 
nesse" The campaign will be organized by the Hokkaido branch of AVACO. Funds 
will be provided by the Division of World Mission of the Methodist Church (US). 
EPS, Geneva 


US Presbyterians Map Closer Aftrican Ties 


(New York) -— The United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. will set up a special 
committee to foster greater understanding of African churches e 


Formation of the committee resulted froma two-day consultation held in 
New York by the Church's Commission on Ecumenical Mission and Relations, Attend- 
ing were 150 African and U.S. representatives of the church, education, industry, 
labour and other fields. 


Dr. Arthur IL. Miller, Church moderator, said that although the decision .to 
set-up the new committee was not an official denominational action, it indicates 
a strengthened emphasis in the future on African affairs. Plans call for regional 
African-American consulations and special local church study projects. 


Named as chairman of the committee was Dr. James H. Robinson, pastor 
of the Church of the Master, New York, and head of Crossroads Africa, a programme 
through which about 150 US youth visit Africa each summer. EPS, Geneva 
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CWS Reports 1959 Programme 


(Atlantic City) - U.S. Protestant and Eastern Orthodox churches shipped more 
than 356,300,000 pounds of relief supplies overseas last year for distribution 
to needy in 41 countries of Europe, Asia, Africa, South America and the Caribbean, 


US government=donated food surplus supplies totalling 356,521,175 
pounds — by far the largest part of the goods - went to feed an estimated seven 
million people. A report on the 1959 programme was presented to the 10th 
annual meeting of the Board of Managers of the agency, which is the relief and 
rehabilitation wing of the National Council of Churches. 


The Board elected Dr. Sidney D. Gamble, social economist as chairman, 
to succeed the late Harper Sibley, of Rochester, N.Y. Dr. Gamble who has been 
serving as CWS vice-chairman, is recording secretary of the International 
Committee of the YMCA, president of Princeton in Asia and trustee of the United 
Board for Christian Higher Education in Asia. EPS, Geneva 


Churches Warned About Christianity's Divisions 


(Melbourne ) ~ Bishop J. Lesslie Newbigin, chairman of the International Missionary 


Council, declared here that Christianity's divisions make "a mockery of our 
missions" and are "a public denial of the sufficiency of Calvary." 


"No task is more urgent than the task of penitent and patient wrestling 
with these divisions, till Christ Himself restores to us the unity which is 
is Will,"he declared. Bishop Newbigin addressed 430 delegates from 18 denominat~— 
ions attending the first National. Conference of Australian Churches. 


"The Life and Mission of the Church are not two things but one," Bishop 
Newbigin stated, its life-+is in its mission. The missionary work of the 
Church is not one of the strands of which world history is composed; it is the 
clue to world history, the gospel is the announcement of the end of world historye 
It concerns the whole human race and there is an obligation in it to bring it 
to the whole human race without delay, 


For this reason, he urged, it is essential that Christians understand 
the signs of the times, "not as merely an intellectual affair, but involving 
us in commitment as God's witnesses to the ends of the earth. That is why you 
cannot drop foreign missions out of Christianity without losing the core of the 
Gospel". 


Another Conference speaker, MM. Thomas, of the Mar Thoma Chufch of 
Malabar, India, called upon Christians to be a part of the social and ideological 
revoluntions of this era as "prophets, ambassadors, and reconcilers." 


"We must seek to build a responsible society with order, freedom and 
justice held in balance," the speaker said. "Towards this end the Church must 
be a sacramental community and fulfill its mission in a world of revolution." 


The Reve Hans-Reudi Weber, executive secretary of the Department on 
the Laity of the World Council of Churches, said the Churchhas "for too long 
been bedevilled by a concern with numbers whereas Her only concern should be to 
become a mature Church participating in Christ's ministry and missior'. 


"The great need is for the Church to undergo a double conversion," he 
declared, "~ a conversion away from conformity to this world and a growing into 
the mind of Christ, and a conversion to participation in Christ's mission to the 
world. This conversion to holy worldliness makes Her free from the world in 
order to serve the world." 
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The nine-day meeting was sponsored by the Australian Council for the 
World Council of Churches. The aim of the conference was "to bring together 
a group of Church people so that all may come to a deeper understanding of each 
other and of God's will for His Church..." (See EPS No. 4) EPS, Geneva 


In Brief 


Dr. Henry F, Schuh, of Columbus, Ohio, has been unanimously nominated 
as honorary president of the new American Lutheran Church now in the process 
of formation by the merger of the American, Evangelical and United Evangelical 
Iutheran Churches. Dr. Schuh, one of the chief architects of the new body, 
will complete ten years as president of the American Lutheran Church in LOGO, 
The constituting convention for the new Church will be held April 22-24, 


ow oe 


Long-range expansion plans have been approved for the Evangelical 
Seminary in Puerto Rico, the Island's only Protestant theological school. fhe 
board of trustees has endorsed a programme to build new dormitories, an auditorium, 
library, faculty homes and a dining-hall for the institution. The plans will be 
put into effect when they receive approval of the seminary's six sponsoring 
denominations in the US - the Methodist, Baptist, Disciples and Brethren Churches 
and the United Church of Christ and the United Preshyterian Church in the USA. 


* 


Moslems living in West Germany will erect a mosque with an attached 
cultural centre and hostel in Munich, The site for the new building 
Will be donated by the Bavarian State government. It will be the fourth mosque 
in Germany, Others are located in Hamburg and Frankfurt and Berlin, 


OR 


More than two-thirds of the US conscientious objectors to military 
service come from Mennonite or Brethren churches, according to a report of 
the National Service Board for Religious Objectors. A Board survey of 1,051 
Ce0.'S or 85 per cent of the total registered showed 1,074 affiliated with Mennonite 
or Brethren Churches, 43, with the Religious Socicty of Friends, another historic 
peace church, and 18.Methodists. Only 22 came from the ranks of other major 
Protestant denominations. 


kOe 


The Rev. Elder G Hawkins, moderator of the New York Presbytery, has 
been named unanimously as its candidate for the moderator of the General Assembly 
of the United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. If elected at the Assembly's | 
172nd meeting (May 18-25) Mr. Hawkins will become the first Negro to head a 
predominantly white major Protestant denomination in the Wasae 


OO 


The Church Peace Union will make a three-year study of religion and 
the state in South and Southeast Asia. Funds for the study have been provided 
by a $45,000 grant of the Carnegie Corporation of New York. The inter—creedal 
US organization was endowed by the American industrialist and philanthropist 
Andrew Carnegie in 1914, 


- 
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All 58 bishops of the Orthodox Church of Greece will meet in special 
Assembly in Athens on May 4 by a decree of the Greek Ministry for Cults issued 
at the request of the Church's Holy Synod. Topics on the agenda include 
nomination of new bishops to fill eight vacant Metropolitan Sees, naming of 
candidate Archimandrites for election as bishops in the future and discussion 
of the government bill amending the Church's constitution. 


* OR 


Membership of the Methodist Church of Great Britain declined in 1959 
for the fifth successive year, The decrease was 3,125 reducing the total 
membership to 733,658. Although some 24,000 new members joined last year, 
their number was offset by the number of members who died, or withdrew from the 
denomination. 


we e 


Archimandrite Anatolios Georgiadis has been consecrated at a service 
in Athens, as Archbishop of Tiberias in Israel. The See is under the juris- 
diction of the Greek Orthocox Patriarchate of Jerusalem, Archbishop Anatolios 
formerly served in Athens as Exarch (deputy) of the Patriarchate of Jerusalem. 


OR 


The celebration of marriages in St. Peter's, the Vatican between 
Roman Catholics and non-Catholics has been prohibited by a decree issued 
by Cardinal Tardini, Vatican Secretary of State. 


* 


The Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarch/St the Orthodox Churchs 
Constantinople, has voted to establish a central Orthodox institute for the 
Study of the early Fathers of the church. The institute will be located near 
Salonika, Greece, in a monastery belonging to the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 


* ORR 


The Swedish Free Church Missionary Society has announced that when the 
Belgian Congo becomes politically independent next June, it will turn over to 
national church groups all its church buildings, schools, land and other property 
in the country. The Society will continue to pay the salaries of Congolese 
missionarics, but all institutions will be administered by the Conglese churches. 
The Society has had work in the country since 1881. 


* % 


A total of 14 million German Marks ($3,333,333.) has been collected in 
response to the "Bread for the World" appeal of the German churches to provide 
food for hungry peoples in underdeveloped countrics. The amount is the largest 
ever collected through a church appeal in Germany. A Committee of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (EKD) and the German Free Churches appointed to administer the 
fund, has atmounced that it has already allocated 6,5 million Marks ($1,435,714) 
for 34 different projects, including preventive disease programmes. 


* OX 


Roman Catholic organizations in Cologne, Germany, have established 
a Centre for training personnel for work in under-developed countries. 


* % 
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Statement of WCC Executive Committee on the Cessation of Nuclear 
Weapons Testing. 


In response to expressions of profound concern by Christians in many 
lands, the World Council of Churches has in recent years urged the éessation 
of nuclear weapons testing with provision for international inspection and 
control. Its basic position was set forth in Statements on Atomic Tests and 
Disarmament adopted at New Haven in 1957 and subsequent Statements were more 
explicitly directed to the problems which emerged in the process of negotiating 
an international treaty. Ghurch leaders in various countries have brought 
these views to the attention of highest government officials. Officers of the 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs have communicated them to 
the representatives of all states members of the United Nations and, 
more particularly, have interpreted them in personal consultations with the 
heads of the delegations at the Geneva Conference representing the United 
Kingdom, the USSR, and the United States. 


The Executive Conmittee of the World Council of Churches, in session 
at Buenos Aires, expresses appreciation of such pro:ress as has resulted from 
persistent effort at the Geneva Conference but cannot avoid uneasiness over the 
failure thus far to have resolved the differences which prevent the conclusion 
of a treaty. The importance of adequate inspection provisions, whether to ensure 
compliance with treaty commitments or to point the way to verified disarmament, 
must be recognised and the present inability to distinguish the underground 
explosions of small nuclear weapons from natural disturbances ought not to be 
ignored. Nevertheless, the difficulties here cncountered cannot and mist not 
be regarded as insuperable. As members of the Executive Committee, we thcre- 
fore express our views on the kind of action which is demanded in the present 
Situation. 


We urge the governments concerned to continue to commit themselves to 
the objective of a comprehensive treaty which will include the cessation of all 
forms of nuclear weapons testing-atmosphere, space, under water, and undergrounde 
This commitment will become more meaningful when it is uniformly supported in 
cach government and fortified by an informed and vocal public opinion. 


In order to honour such a commitment, we believe that governments should 
demonstrate their readiness promptly to negotiate a treaty covering all forms 
of testing which can now be detected. These would apparently include the 
larger underground explosions as well as those in atmosphere, space and under 
water. Yet this is not enough. A formal agreement ought also to be concluded 
to ban the underground testing of smaller nuclear weapons, at least for a spec=- 
ified period of time, on condition that arrangements be made for international 
co-operation in devising more adequate means of detection and for international 
inspection of explosions for peaceful purposes. The concessions which will 
thus be wequired of both sides are in our judgement justifiable and imperatives 
if man is to act responsibly in this nuclear space ageée 


We welcome the apparent relaxation of international tensions, 
although we recognise the basic causes of suspicion and distrust have not been 
removed. The conclusion of a treaty to cease nuclear weapons testing, as we 
have here conceived it, would contribute to greater confidence and provide 
for the forthcoming committec of the Committee of Ten on Disarmament, both 
a healthy climate and an agreed start on procedures for international 
inspection, 
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US Air Force Withdraws Manual Linking Churches and Communists 


(WashingtonjD.C.) - US Air Force officials moved fast last week to ban a 
Reserve Officers' training manual accusing US churches of harbouring Communists. 


hir Force Secretary Dudley C. Sharp promptly announced the manual, 
issued Jan. 4, had been withdrawn after heated protests from the National 
Council of Churches and demands from several Congressmen for a full probe. 


Secretary Sharp issued a statement "categorically repudiating" the 
manual as “representing Air Force views", He said there would be a full- 
scale investigation to determine who was responsible for the preparation 
of the explosive material. He also said a check would be made to see if 
"similar material" is contained in any other Air Force or Air Reserve pub 
lications,. 


Used as a text for a training course for non-commissioned officers in 
the Air Force, the manual contained these quotes: 


"Communists and Communist fellow-travellers have successfully in- 
filtrated our churches." 


"T+ is well known that even the pastors of certain of our churches 
are card-carrying Communists." 
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"The National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. officially 
sponsored the Revised Standard Version of the Bible. Of the 95 persons who 
served on this project, 30 have been affiliated with pro-Communist fronts, 
projects and publications." 


The manual also attacks several prominent US religious leaders as 
members of Communist front-groups and as "apologists for Communism in the 
churches", 


Its text borrows liberally from unsubstantiated and sweeping accusations 
of Communists in religion made by witnesses before the House Un-American 
Activities Committee. It also makes a number of such accusations on its own 
attributing them to "a variety of authoritative sources". 


A chapter on "Security Education" concludes with the observation "Brom 
all of the foregoing, you can judge yourself how much you must be alert, and 
how carefully you mst evaluate any conversation, speech, article, sermon, or 
book which you may have occasions to hear or read", 


A copy of the controversial publication reached the National Council of 
Churches two weeks ago after it had been used in an instruction class in New 
Jersey and was shown by a reserve officer to his pastor who immediately 
contacted Council officials in New York. 


James W. Wine, NCC associate general secretary, in an indignant letter 
of protest to Defense Secretary Thomas S, Gates, Jr., wrote that,"The appearance 
of this material, in the circumstances, is a patent contravention of the First 
Amendment to the Constitution." He added: 


"To imply some relationship between the Revised Standard Version of 
the Holy Bible and Communism is insidious and absurd, To aver by innuendo 
that the National Council of Churches is associated or in any Way influenced 
by the Communist Party is an example of irresponsibility at its worst." 


Later at a meeting in Washington, Secretary of Defense Thomas S, Gates, 
Jre, promised Mr. Wine there would be "9 full investigation and explanation" 
of the matter. He also promised that a statement as to the responsibility 
for the manual and steps taken to correct the impression it has given will 
be made in time for presentation to the NCC's General Board when it holds 
its next meeting Feb. 25. EPS, Genevae 


WCC Plans More Contacts with USSR Churches 


(Buenos Aires) - Plans for increased contacts with the Russian Orthodox Church 
and other USSR churches were reported in final sessions of the semi~annual 
meeting of the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches in 

Buenos Aires. 


Steps outlined by the Committee to build increased friendship and under- 
standing between the Council and USSR churches included further exchange of 
visits and arrangements whereby young Russian Christian students may study 
at the WCC's Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, near Genevae 


The Committee also gave its approval to plans for a continuing exchange 
of documents and for observers from the Russian churches to attend meetings 
of its Central Committee, and other major sessions 
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(A five member WCC delegation visited Russian churches in December 
for a two-weeks visit. In June of 1959 two representatives of the Moscow 
Patriarchate spent four weeks in Geneva conferring with World Council officials. 
See EPS No.50, 1959.) 


The 12-member WCC Committee further heard reports that there have been 
a growing number of info:mal contacts between Roman Catholic experts and 
WCC officials on the subject of Christian unity. 


In an interview following the meeting, Dr. ‘v. A. Visser '+ Hooft, WCC 
General Secretary, strongly endorsed these contacts. 


"T am personally convinced," he said, "that it is good to have these 
informal relations with Roman Catholics. We need a great deal of frank speech 
on several questions but it is better to do this in small groups than in some 
great public debate." 


In other sessions, the Committee approved arrangements for the next annual 
meeting of the WCC Central Committee to be held at St. Andrews, Scotland, 
August 16-24, and for a triennial meeting of the Faith and Order Commission, 
August 5-8 at St. Andrews. 


Also on August 14, it was announced, a special service will be held at 
St. Giles! Cathedral in fidinburgh, Scotland, to commemorate the 50th Anniversary 
of the First World Missionary Conference, out of which the Internaticnal Mis- 
sionary Council was formed some ten years later. 


Dr. Ernest A. Payne, of London, Baptist, Central Committee vice-chairman 
was nominated by the Comittee as chairman of the WCC's Division of Studies to 
succeed Dr. walter Freytag of Germany who died last October. The appointment is 
subject to the endorsement of the Central Committee at its August meeting. Dr. 
Payne will continue as Central Committee vice-chairman. 


(CORRECTION: The dates of the Third Assembly of the orld Council of 
Churches in New Delhi were incorrectly listed in the last edition of EPS No.7. 
Me correct dates are November 18 to December 5, 1961) EPS, Geneva. 


Rules for Dialogue Offered 
(New York) - US Roman Catholics and Protestants were reading the same article 
last week about suggested next steps in conversaticns with each other. 


Two leading religious periodicals -<«cne Protestant, the other Roman 
Catholic - published simultaneously an article laying down basic ground rules 
for dialogue between the two faiths. 


Entitled "Rules for the Dialogue" the article appeared in The Christian 
Century, Protestant undenominational weekly, and The Commonweal, a Roman 
Catholic weekly published by laymen. It was the first cooperative project of 
this type in religious journalism. 

The author is the Rev. Dr. Robert McAfee Brown, Auburn Professor of 
Systematic Theology at Union Theological Seminary, New York. 


Dr. Brown begins his article by observing that "everybody agrees that 
there should be dialogue". But, ke notes, "that rather awkward moment" has 
arrived when we want to talk, but do not yet quite know how to begin. 


He then outlines a set of ground rules. First, he says, "Hach partner 
must believe that the other is speaking in good faith". 


i 
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"t's long as the Catholic feels that the Protest i i i 

a ant is simply trying to get 
the inside story on hierarchial politics so that he can exploit it ee Fie pee 
lic is going to be understandably reticent about speaking openly. 


pone as the Protestant feels that Catholic talk about ‘democracy’ or 
Seeierance 4s expedience, designed to cover up the 'real' Catholic position, he 
will preclude the possibility of any good emerging from the discussion." 


aa aah aah cent says, "Each partner must have a clear understanding of his 
| and a e same time “each partner must stri q 
of the faith of the other". strive for a clear understanding 


. ba SiG Pieri do their homework so they will not waste each other's time, 
ys, because ere are plenty of misunderstandi wha s dLesd 
Boy cat eendine”: y t ngs which can be dissipated by 


a "However," he adds, "reading will never give a really clear understanding of 
: faith of the other. ‘This can only come as a result of dialogue. For it will 
only be in some kind of give-and-takc, face-to-face encounter that the most deep- 
seated misunderstandings will be cleared pa! 


Dit. Brown also emphasizes that each partner must have a "willingness to 
Beere® the faith of the other in its best light rather than its worst" and that 
each partner must maintain a continual willingness to revise his understanding of 
the faith of the other". 


"Many Roman Catholics today are saying that the perpetuation of the divisions 
of Christendom is not simply due to Protestant wrongheadedness, but also due to the 
wrong kind of Catholic intransigence," he writes. 


"Protestants can acknowledge that for centuries the Protestant tendency was 
to divide Christendom ever and ever more disastrously, and that if the ecumenical 
movement is reversing this trend it is still building on the wreckage of three 


centuries." 


"Such admissions are not simply a letter or peine poli ve. —lney. are matter 
of recognizing that we all contribute to the perpetuation of division in & Christ- 
endom which Christ clearly wills to be one. Bach side, in other words, bears 
responsibility for the fact that Christendom is divided, and each side bears res- 

1 Tt is salutary that one 


ponsibility for the fact that Christendom remains divided. 
testants are permitted to pray together con- 


of the prayers which Catholics and Pro 
tains the phrase ‘Forgive us our trespasses'." EPS, Geneva. 
Tutherans Launch Study of Roman-Catholicism 
(Geneva) -~ The Lutheran World Federation has launched its new programme Gr an vers 
confessional research with a study of contemporary Roman Catholicism. 

The study will examine present-day Lutheran Christianity in the light of its 
changes since the Reformation and Will look at modern Roman Catholicism both in 
"4ts theoretical bases and its practical manifestations". Tt will also examine 


Roman Catholic missionary work. 

Prot. K. H- Skydsgaard, prominent Danish Lutheran theologian, who will 
direct the study, in 4 statement on the Danish radio said the study is required 
because both the Lutheran and the Roman Catholic Church have changed since the 
Reformation and there needs to be “a fresh examination of what we have in common 


and what separates us". 
Announcement of the study was commended in Paris by the fortnightly peri- 


odical, Informations Catholigues Tntcrnationales. In a 3,000 word interview with 
Prof. Skydsgaard, the periodical gave 4 sympathetic report of his assessment of 
present-day Lutheran church life in the Scandinavian countries as well as of his 
views on the points of agreement and disagreement between the two confessions. It 


said of Prof. Skysgaard's book "Ja og Nej" 
translation, "There would be no way to get a better idea o 


and what separates us". 


f wheat we have in common 


(Yes or No) recently published in English 
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An article published by the National Lutheran Council (US) noted that while 
such a study would have been "unthinkable a few decades ago", there is now "a new 
climate of mutual study and conversation between Roman Catholics and Protestants" 
which makes it pnssible. | 


Dr. Skydsgaard plans to begin his work with a trip through southern France, 
Spain and Italy, including visits to centres dedicated to the veneraticn of the . 
Virgin Mary. Results of his initial research will be discussed by a small ccn- 
ference of Scandinavian theologians next summer, In 1961, a larger international 
theological seminar is contemplated. EPS, Geneva. 


Roman Catholic-Protestant Dialogues Increasing in West Germany 


(St. Paul, Minnesota) - More than half of all doctoral dissertations submitted to 
Roman Catholic theological favulties of West Germany deal with Protestant theology. 


This fact is indicative of the growing "dialogue" between Protestant and 
Catholic theologians in est Germany, Ernest Kindler, a leading German Lutheran 
theologian said. Prof. Kindler is giving a series of lectures at St. Paul's Luther 
Theological Seminary. 


Pref. Kindler said the theological encounters between members of the two 
faiths have nultiplied since the end of World War II, when Protestant and Catholic 
clergymen were brought closer together by their common struggle against Nazism. He 
Said these encounters take place in annual week-long meetings cf Lutheran and 
Catholic professors, in local church discussions and in tooks and articles. 

EPS, Geneva. 


EMBARGO: FOR RELEASE FRIDAY 
New WCC Book on Religious Liberty March 4, 1960. 


(Geneva) - An increasing number of Roman Catholic theologians, including "very im- 
ortant members of the hierarchy" favour complete religicus freedom. 


This thesis, which contradicts the view generally held by most Protestants 
and other non-Romans, is advanced in a new book published in Geneva by the Werld 
Council sf Churches. 


The 95-page volume is the first study of the subject published by the World 
Council, which with 172-member churches of the Anglican, Orthedox and Protestant 
confessiens, forms the largest single grouping of Christians outside the Roman 
Catholic Church. 


Its author is Dr. A. F. Carrillo de Albornoz, of Geneva, research associate 
for the Study of Religious Liberty being conducted by a specially appointed 14- 
member cemmission under the auspices of the WCC's Division of Studies. The book is 
part of the material prepared for the Commissicn's study. 


A preface to the book, which is extensively documented, notes that it is con- 
cerned with the investigation of only one aspect of the Roman Cathclic view cf re- 
ligious liberty: "that which considers freedom nf religion as essentially linked 
With the Christian and evangelical spirit". 


The book advances these main points: 


~ Although it is true that many Roman Catholics still hold to 
the old-line position which seeks to restrict the freedom of 
non-Roman Catholics, there is a growing number of Roman Catho- 
lic theolngians who defend a new theory in favour of complete 
religious liberty which is "quite different and even opposite" 
to the old doctrine. 


- This new theory has not been condemed, but on the contrary, 
is supported by very important members of the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy. 


ar 
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- The theory is not. a tactical variant cf the old doctrine for 
reasons of opportunism, but another radical and irreductible 
doctrinal position which is very sincerely and fiercely fighting 
tie Fola one, 


- No decisive statement against religious freedom, as it is under- 
stood by Roman Catholic thinkers, has ever been pronounced by 
the Roman Catholic Church. (The condemnations of the Popes in 
the 19th Century were directed against "absolute freedom" and 
were “time conditioned" i.e, "without eternal validity". ) 


- Modern Popes, particularly Fius XI and Pius XII have 
sought to find a conciliation between Cathclic principles 
and the new society founded on liberty. 


However, it.is true, Dr. Carrillo points out, that "there is still no autho- 
ritative and decisive statemen+ of the highest Roman Catholic Hierarchy in favour 
of religious freedom". 


This is probably so, he adds, "because it does not consider the actual 
controversy among Roman Catholic theologians as sufficiently ripe for making a final 
decision". 


What is required, Dr, Carrillo states, is that Roman Catholic theologians 
"vark towards a completely satisfactory formulation of the theology of religious 
freedom", To this end, he says, "the very notion of liberty on the doctrinal plane’ 
and other matters must be redefined and clarified. 


A concluding chapter on religious freedom aud ecumenism deplores the fact 
that “the question of religious freedom has so frequently been treated in a general 
atmosphere of suspicion and distrust as far as the doctrine of the Roman Catholic 
Church is concerned”. 


"Teo many Protestants seem to believe that all Roman Catholics (even those 
who defend religicus liberty) are of bad faith and voluntarily tergiversate in this 
matter with the Machiavellian intention of misleading Protestants or that they have 
as the unique goal, in all they say and do, political domination. 


"hs for Roman Catholics many of them also seem to think that Protestants 
raise the question of religious liberty merely as a pretext to attack the Catholic 
Church." 


The book makes a special plea that both Protestants and Roman Catholics learn 
to approach the matter without bitterness and with genuine faith in the sincerity 
and good faith of each other. (Copies are available from WCC Publieations, Geneva 
Portions have appeared in "The Ecumenical Review" a WCC Publication.) EPS, Geneva. 


Billy Graham Evaluates Mass Evangelism 

(Chicago) - American evangelist Billy Graham evaluating his career over the last 
decade says he has concluded that mass evangelism "is not the most ideal method of 
proclaiming the Christian message". 


However, the technique stil: is important because the "conscience of the 
community’ can be deeply stirred through such campaigns. 


Dr. Graham, for whom such mass evangelistic techniques have become almost a 
personal trademark, expresses his views in the Feb. 17 issue of The Christian 
Century, undenominational weekly published in Chicago. His article was une in a 
Series on "How My Mind Has Changed". 


"T have come to face realistically the results of mass evangelism," Dr.Graham 
wrote. "There are many methods that the Church can effectively use, and mass evan- 
gelism is only one of them. Yet it is en important wne." 


, 
; 
> 
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He said he was convinced "a crusade brings a new unity, a new vision and a 
new sense cf dedication to the churches of the community". But it is no "cure-all" 
for the community, he said. 


"Theugh lives are changed and some churches are revived, only a dent is usu- 
ally made in a community." 


Mr. Graham said another change in his thinking during the past decade is that 
"my belief in the social implications of the Gospel has deepened and broadened. ik 
am convinced that faith without works is dead... that the evangelist must not hedge 
on social issues", he declared. EPS, Geneva. 


Pope Opposes Public Debate On Differences 


(Vatican City) - Pope John XXIII said in an audience last week that he is oppesed to 
public debate at the forthcoming Ecumenical Council on the differences existing be- 
tweenthe Reman Catholic Church and non-Catholic churches. 


The Pontiff said that he did not believe such discussions would "solve any- 
Boing" , He added that, "If the separated brothers wish to do something concrete 
about the desire for unity, which is something we all share, we can say to them with 
keen affection: ‘This is your house; this is the house of those who bear the sign 
Sechyist,'" EPS, Geneva. 


Ban On All Nuclear Tests Asked 


(New York) - Thirty-eight prominent US religious, civic and educational leaders have 
appealed to President Hisenhower tn seek "an immediate agreement to ban all nuclear 
mests", 


They asked the Chief Executive to "renew the test ban moratorium, to avoid 
demands for such a flawlessly reliable agreement that agreement itself becomes im- 
possible and to lend your influence to achieving a workable treaty". 


The statement also asked for a joint British-Russian-American study "over a 
two-year period of methods for detecting low range exolcsions", 


The appeal was released by the Programme for Disarmament, a cooperative 
ageacy representing Friends (Quakers), Brethren and Methodist Church agencies and 
other organizations working for peace. 


The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches called for a similar 
ban on all atomic tests at its recent semi-annual meeting in Buenos Aires. (See 
EPS No. 7) | EPS, Geneva. 


Protestant Pavilion Sold to Brussels Church 


(Brussels) - The Protestant Pavilion erected for the Brussels World's Fair has been 
S01d to the American Church at the Hague, Holland. It will be used for the servics 
anc. other congregational activities of the interdencominational Protestant church 
which serves the American community in the Dutch city. 


At one time it was feared that the Pavilion might be sold to a zoo for use as 
a monkey house. This offer was made last year. The Protestant Pavilicn was built 
by contributions of Protestants in many parts of the world. The International 
Christian Committee formed to aid the Pavilion was continued after the Fair closed 
in the hope that it could be turned into a permanent ecumenical centre in Brussels. 


"ye are happy that the Pavilion has not been dismantled or converted to an 
inappropriate use," Mrs. Theodore 0. Wedel, Washington, D.C., said. "We under- 
stand that there will be an esumenical centre in connection with the Pavilion in the 

Hague. But we have not abandoned hopes for an ecumenical centre in Brussels, which 
is fast becoming the centre of the new European ecmmunity." EPS, Geneva. 


No. 8 - 26th February, 1960. 8 


Six Denominations to Build Congo Seminary 


(New York) - Six Protestant groups of three countries will establish a theological 
seminary in Elisabethville, the Belgian Congo, 


The new seminary will provide training for frem 75 to 100 students at ene 
time and will offer a four-year programme on the same academic level as that of the 
Congo government university, whose campus is near the site of the new seminary. 

It will cost an estimated £390,000 when completed. The land on which it will be 
situated will be given by the Congolese Government. 


The seminary will open in October of this year in temporary headquarters and 
construction of the new building is also expected to get underway this ‘fall. 


The sponsoring groups are The Methodist Church, the Disciples of Christ, the 
American Baptist Convention, the British Baptist. Church, the Presbyterian Church in 
the US (Southern), and the Belgian Mission Society (Reformed). Eight nther denomi- 
nations are also reported to be interested in helping establish the seminary. 

EPS, Geneva. 


Time Running Out for West, Anglican Leader Says 


(London) - The Rt. Rev, Stephen F. Bayne, the newly-appointed executive Orracen Of 
the Anglican Communion, said on arrival sn London from a six-weeks' trip to the Far 
Hast thet 'the days in which the West can move freely in the Orient are limited". 


"Time is running out and it is going much faster than anyone in the West 
imagines", Bishop Bayne told reporters. He emphasized the necessity for the west- 
erm church to do what it could before it has to retire and leave the burden on the 
shoulder of the indigenous churches. 


Bishop Bayne said he viewed the coming disengagement of the West and Hast not 
in terms of specific anti-Christian or anti-Western feeling, but as an historical 
necessity in the light of the depth of the poverty and the strength of the national- 
ism in these countries. 


He said he was warmly welcomed everywhere he went, but that in the face of 
the tremendous desire of the Hast for self-respect and a higher standard of dignity, 
the West represents the force which has kept it in second place for so long and so 
has to go. In this situation, he added, the western missicnary's life in the 
Orient will become increasingly difficult. 


Bishop Bayne said the visit left him a more ardent supporter than ever of a 
Church statement adopted by the Lambeth Conference of 1958 favouring family planning. 
He said other forms of population control now being used in the Orient are 
shocking to the Christian consciences. He said there were more than one million 
abortions last year-in Japan - more than the number of live births. 


Bishop Bayne visited Japan, Borneo, Indonesia, India, and Malaya. He was 
appointed chief executive officer of the Anglican Communion in’ £958. An American, 
he was formerly Bishop of Olympia, a diocese of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the USA. EPS, Geneva. 


Opponents of Women Ministers Under Fire 
(Stockholm) - The Swedish press has given a very hostile reception to a manifesto 
issued last month opposing the ordination of women to the ministry of the Swedish 
Lutheran Church. 


The manifesto issued by the "confessional front" advocated a policy of non- 
cooperation with the three women ministers to be ordained this spring. (See EPS 
No. 5) 


Ostgota Correspondenten, a well-known Conservative daily denounced it as a 


Dae enamel 


"boycott manifesto". Gefle Dagblad, a Liberal paper described it as "un-Christian" 
and "unloving". 


: 
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Reports also indicate there has been widespread opposition among the laity 
to the manifesto. They said that in several congregaticns there has been what 
amounts to a boycott against services conducted by ministers who are known not to 
favour the ordination of women, The decision to ordain women was made by the 
Bishops' Conference at its meeting in late January. EPS, Geneva. 


Lutheran Hour Will Broadcast From Spain 


(New York) - The Lutheran Hour has announced that it has completed arrangements for 
what is probably to be the only series of Protestant broadcasts ever to be put on 
the air by the state radio of Roman Catholic Spain. 


The Lutheran Hour broadcasts, however, will not be in Spanish, but in Eston- 
jan and will be beamed at eastern Europe, especiaily the Baltic area. 


The arrangements were made with the Estcnian Voice of Freedom, a group cf 
exiles who for the past five years have been using the short-wave transmitters of 
Radio Nacional de Espana in Madrid to broadcast to their homeland. 


The Tutheran Hour will broadcast twice every Sunday a ten-minute programme 
featuring a message by Pastor Ruaolf Kiviranna, an Estonian escapee who now serves 
a Latvian congregation in the United States. The Iutheran Hour, one of the largest 
international Protestant radio enterprises in the world, is sponsored by the Luther- 
an Church - Missouri Synod of North America. EPS, Geneva. 


cna breen, 


"The Population Explosion and Christian Responsibility" by Dr. Richard M. 
Fagley, has been published by Oxford University Press. A review in The Christian 
Century, undenominational US Protestant publication describes it as "a moderate, 
Wise and sensitive analysis of the world's most neglected social oronlem a Dire 
Fagley is executive secretary of the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs. 


e ste 
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Italian-born Msgr. Corrado Bafile has been named Titulary Archbishop of 
Cotrada by Pope John XXIII and appointed Papal Nuncio to Germany. 


ste ste 
a5 ve 


The first woman Methodist minister in the Philippines will be ordained in 
March. She is Miss Amelia de Leon, 22, who will receive a Bachelor of Theology de- 
greefrom Union Theological Seminary in Manila. 


y +, 
pen uae 


A second Anglican Church in London, Holy Trinity, Kensington; will be lent 
to the Greek Orthcdox community as a new church for its growing population. Period 
of the loan will be twenty-one years. No rent will be charged, but the Orthodox 
congregation will be responsible for the building's maintenance. Two years ago an 
Anglican Church in Kentish Town, London, was loaned to a Greek Orthodox Cypriot 
Congregation. | 


Heifer Project In., last year sent to people in need in 29 countries, 501 
cattle, 84 goats, 391 sheep, 522 pigs, 28,128 chicks, 5,500 hatching eggs, 116 
rabbits, 10 pigeons, 8 turkeys and 2 geese. The agency is an inter-denominational 
project of US churches. 


| 
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Dr. Paul C. Empie, New York, has been unanimously elected to his fourth four- 
year term as executive director of the National Lutheran Council. Dr. Hmpie has 


headed the US agency since 1948. 
OK 


The Mational Council of the Protestant Episcopal Church (US) will build a 
$3,500,000 hextquarters in midtown New York City. The new building will replace 
present Council headquarters, also in New York City, at a property built in 1887 and 
will house additional church offices now at other sites in New York and in Green- 
wich, Conn. A spokesman said the Council now had £495,000 for the project and 
hopes to raise the additional funds by selling the old properties. The Council 
twice rejected a proposal that it lease space in the new Interchurch Building, in 
which the National Council of Churches and several major US denominations are head- 
quartered. 


4 


The General Council of the Evangelical and Reformed Church (US) has ruled 
that its ministers may not accept ordination in another denomination. It said dual 
ordinatien "could be construed as an implied acknowledgement of a deficiency in our 
own ministerial order" and would not be "a positive contribution to the present 
trend in ecumenical conversation and understanding". 


* OK 


Loyola University, a Roman Catholic School in Chicago, T1ll., has presented an 
honorary Doctor of Letters degree to Dr. “illiam F. Albright, prominent Protestant 
Biblical archaeologist and Old Testament scholar, It is the first such award by 
the University to a Protestant whose field of scholarship is associated with 


religien. 
Oe 


More women members in Iutheran Vorld Federation agencies and assemblies has 

' been urged by its commission on Stewardship and Congregational Life. The commis- 

sion asked that women be named to each of the LWF's seven commissions and two com- 

mittees, and that women be included in delegations to be named to the Federation's 
Assembly at Helsinki, Finland, in 1965. At present only the stewardship agency has 


women members - three. 
OK 


Nineteen US cities will be linked by a tele-typewriter network to be in- 
stalled by the Southern Baptist Convention. It will be the first leased wire com- 
munications system operated by a religious denomination in the US. The system, 
which will be operated on a six-month experimental basis, will link all major 
denominational offices. ach party on the teletype leased wire will beable to 
receive messages as soon as they are sent from any point on the system. 


OK 


The Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany has announced it will 
establish = Protestant Centre for Current Religious and Intellectual Thought, at 
Stuttgart. The new centre will be opened April 1, unde» the direction of Drs, Kum 


Hutten, prominent scholar. 
: *k OK 4 


NOTICE: New two-colour ecumenical work camp poster measuring 35" x 50" (90cm x | 
128cm) is now available from WCC Department of Information, Malagnou 17, Geneva; . 
Switzerland. Cost: H.Sw.1.00 (0.25) 


| 
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Key Role of Churches in Africa's Future 


(Washington, D.C.) - Dr. R.S. Garfield Todd, former Prime Minister of Rhodesia, 
said here that the Christian Church will play a key role in the future develop- 
ment of race relations in Africa because it teaches the white man that all men 

are equal before God, 


"The Bible teaches us that we are all sons of God and therefore brothers," 
Dr. Todd told a meeting in Washington at the beginning of a speaking tour in 
the US. Dr, Todd, who headed the government of Southern Rhodesia from 1953— 
1957 and is now leader of the opposition party, spent 26 years as a missionary 
of the Disciples of Christ in that land before entering the government, He is 
first vice-president of the orld Conventicn of Churches of Christ (Disciples). 


"hen the white man came to Africa, the black man was so far below him in 
education, culture and talent that it was easy to be a missionary and to assume 
a paternal role," he pointed out. "Now, however, the role must be transformed 
into a fraternal one, a relationship between equals, and this is a very hard 
adjustment for the white man to make," 


"In Southern Rhodesia we have 200,000 white residents and a Negro population 
that has increased from an estimated 500,000 to over 2,000,000 in just 60 years," 
Dr. Todd said, "The relationship has been a simple one of master and servant 
but this must now change, and there is a great deal of resistance to the change." 
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"Nearly all our white settlers are Christians," said Dr, Todd, "and the 
church is the only agency that can help them meet this crisis. Its message of 
human brotherhood is the only one which is relevant to the situation and that 
points a way out for both black man and white". 


For all the problems that beset his country, Dr. Todd said, the Christian 
faith offers the best hope of a solution. 


"For more than a decade my wife and I ran a mission station in an area 
where all our associates were natives," the Rhodesian leader declared. "We 
have seen that the black man does have talents and abilities equal to any of 
the human race and we know that white and black can work together in harmony". 

HPS, Geneva 


WCC and bragilian Church Leaders Confer 


(Sao Paulo, Brazil) - Brazilian evangelical leaders and World Council of Churches 
officials have been conferring here to improve ecumenical work and contacts in 
the Brazilian churches. 


At a recent two-day consultation called by Methodist Bishop Joao Augusto do 
Amaral, special emphasis was given to the meaning of the WC basis, relations 
with Iastern Orthodox and Roman Catholics, Eastern European churches and the WCC 
and questions raised by the proposed "integration" of the World Council of 
Churches and the International Missionary Council in late 1961, 


WCC representatives included Dr, Eugene Carson Blake, stated clerk of the 
United Presbyterian Church, USA; Dr. Kathleen Bliss, an official of the Church 
of England: and Sir Kenneth Grubb, president of the Church Missionary Society. 
Sir Kenneth spoke in Portuguese. He spent many years as a businessman and lay 
missionary in Brazil. 


A highlight of the meeting, the first such encounter on Brazilian soil be- 
tween Brazil evangelicals and WCC leaders, was a speech by Archbishop Iakovos of 
the Greek Archdiocese of North and South Americanwith headquarters in New York. 
The Archbishop whose visit marked the first official contact between Greek Or- 
thodox hierarchy and top churchmen from the evangelical side, appealed for closer 
working relationships and told the Brazilian evangelical representatives that 
his Ghurch and the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople wanted “closer 
brotherly relations" between Protestants and Orthodox all over the world. 


Between thirty and forty Brazilian participants attended the meeting in ad- 
dition to WCC executive members and staff. Groups represented included Presby- 
terians, Independent Presbyterians, the Christian Church of Sao Paulo, the 
Evangelical Armenian Church, the Reformed Church (Hungarian) , Anglicans, Metho- 
dists, Lutherans, Dutch Reformed, the Evangelical Uonfederation of Brazil and the 
Brazil Bible Society. BPS, Geneva 


Korean Presbyterians Ind Rift 

(Seoul) - A five-month rift in Korea's largest Presbyterian Church has been 

ended by a decision to withdraw from membership in the orld Council of Churches. 
Delegates to a re-uniting Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Korea voted 


to take the action as a means of placating a minority fraction known as the 
"anti-ecumenical" group which had demanded withdrawal from the WCC. 


The majority, representing more than half of the 258 delegates present (out 
of a possible total of 286) belonged to the majority group known as "the ecume- 
nical party." 
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The “anti-ecumenical" fraction had alleged that the World Council was pro- 
Communist and that it accepted a liberal interpretation of the Bible. 


The statement approving withdrawal from the WCC denied these charges, but 
said the action was required to restore peace to the church, 


Observers said that it is possible that despite the action to withdraw from 
the WCC the extremists of the minority group, only a few of whom were absent 
from the reunion Assembly, may leave the church and form a new fraction. "ihe 
church has a membership of 550,000 persons, BPS, Geneva 


Sudan Bars Graham Rally 


(Bulawayo, S. Rhodesia) - Sudanese Government officials have barred US evangelist 
Billy Graham from holding a meeting in Khartoum, scheduled later this month, 


They gave no official reason for refusing permission to hold the meeting, 
put observers noted that martial law is still in force in the Sudan and the 
meeting would have conflicted with observance of the Moslem holy month of 
Ramadan. 


Meanwhile, Dr. Graham, holding to his principle of preaching only to non- 
segregated groups, addressed 9,000 Rhodesians at the largest multi-racial meeting 
ever held in the Central African Federation. At the close of the meeting about 
400 persons made “decisions for Christ," EPS, Geneva 


Russians Learn of US Church Architecture 


(Washington, D.C.) - Russians are learning about mocern church architecture in 
the United States. 


A photographic essay and article on the subject is featured in the current 
issue of “Ameryka", the Russian-language picture magazine which the United States 
is permitted to distribute in the Soviet Union under an exchange agreement. 


The article informs Russian readers that “a religion firmly anchored in the 
lives of the people today cannot simply repeat the forms of the past. It must 
reinterpret tradition and give architectural expression to its faith in terms of 
the present, reflecting contemporary culture," it states, 


It says of the structures pictured in the story: "These churches speak a 
Simple, modest, honest language. (They) give man a place of worship that reflects 
his time and culture, providing valid contemporary symbols of faith," 


Churches selected by a panel of architects include the First Presbyterian 
Church of Stamford, Conn., built in a stylized fish-shape reminiscent of the 
early Christian symbol for a house of worship; the Roman Catholic Church of the 
Resurrection, St. Louis, Mo., erected on a parabolic design; the Wayfarer's 
Chapel (Swedenborgian) of Palos Verdes, Cal., open to ocean and sky by means of 
glass walls; the Catholic chapel of the Holy Cross, standing atop two spurs of 
rugged red rock in Ariyona's Verde River valley. 


Also a Lutheran church in Eugene, Ore,, featuring an unusual design of 
exposed, laminated wood arches to create a cathedral-like interior; St. 
Stephen's Episcopal church, Columbus, 0., with a glass front to welcome passers— 
by who wish to stop in for prayer or meditation; the Catholic church of St. 
Philip the Apostle in Clifton, N.J., which has sharp-peaked redwood arches to 
give a new version of Gothic style. EPS, Geneva 
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French Roman Catholics Will Boycott Khrushchev Visit 


(Paris) -— The Roman Catholic Church will boycott Soviet Premier Nikita S. 
Khrushchev's visit to France starting March 15 as a protest against “atheistic 
and persecuting Communism." 


Maurice Cardinal Feltin, Archbishop of Paris, who normally attends govern- 
ment receptions for high dignitaries will avoid all ceremonies for Mr. Khrush- 
chev. No member of the clergy will be present either when he visits Notre Dame 
Cathedral in Paris or the cathedrals at Rouen and Reims. They will be shown him 
as "historic monuments" by government officials. 


In adopting its attitude it was understood the Church does not criticize 
the French Government. A letter by Cardinal Richaud, Archbishop of Bordeaux, 
says the Church distinguishes between Mr. Khrushchev as Chief of State with 
whom negotiations in favour of peace are desirable and as "the official repre- 
sentative of atheistic and persecuting Communism." He called for prayers during 
the visit for the “Church of Silence" in Eastern European countries and for 
international peace, HPS, Geneva 


WCC Has 60,000 Refugee Caseload 


(Geneva) - More than 60,000 refugees are on the caseload of the World Council of 
Churches. About 33,000 of these are @aiting emigration while the remaining 
27,000 are listed as non-settled (still in camps, handicapped, needing help to 
integrate). 


The national breakdown of registered refugees is: 
China, 12,000 (about 10,000 Europeans, 2,000 Chinese); France, 3,288; Austria, 
4,557; Belgium, 2,532; Germany, 13,106; Greece, 9,201; Holland, 6,180; 
Turkey, 1,722; UK, 537; Near East, 4,519; Italy, 1,494; Iron Curtain, 717; 
and other countries about 1,000. 


Dr, Edgar H.S. Chandler, Director of the WCC's Service to Refugees, which 
has a 500-member field staff in about 50 countries, said the spot caseload 
check does not account for the constant flow of new arrivals. 


In China and the Near Fast, the number registered have been restricted to 
those for whom there is some possibility of resettlement. "There is an un- 
limited backlog of refugees in these two areas alone who could be registered if 
there were definite hopes of emigration and integration,” he said. 

HPS, Geneva 


NCC Leaders Demand Retraction of Communist Charges 


(Washington, D.C.) - National Uouncil of: Churches officials have been invited to 
dispute before a Congressional committee charges appearing in a recently published 
Air Force training manual. According to these charges Communists have infil- 
trated the churches. 


Representative Francis E,. ‘alter, chairman of the House Un-American Activi- 
ties Committee, telegraphed the invitation following action by six leaders of 
four major Protestant denominations demanding that he “retract his untrue state- 
ment" supporting the charges. 


Repe Walter asked the NCC leaders if they wanted to testify “in order to 


question the accuracy of the material which comes from the (committee) files and 
which appears in the Air Force manual". 
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A spokesman for the six NCC leaders said that Rep. Walter's offer ignored 
the main issue at stake in their demand for a retraction, Nevertheless, it was 
indicated, they will almost certainly accept his invitation to testify. 


In asking for a retraction the church leaders noted that a. resolution of the 
National Council's general board at a quarterly meeting February 24 condemned the 
Air Force for issuing tt manual containing "untrue and ridiculous charges Pre a 


The resolution said that an “important issue” of the controversy "is how 
long the American people are going to allow various agencies of Government to 
continue the practice of treating false and absurd charges lifted from confident- 
ial files as material to be seriously used as a basis for security decisions and 
for official indoctrination of Government employees". 


The signers of the telegramme, all leaders of NCC member-churches, spoke 
for themselves and not as NCC officials, They were: 
The Rev. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, Stated Clerk of the United Presbyterian Church 
in the USA; the Rev. Dr. Fred Hoskins, co-president of the United Church of 
Christ; the Rt. Rev. Arthur C. Lichtenberger, presiding Bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church; the Rey. Dr. Arthur Miller, moderator of the United Pres- 
byterian Church; the Rev. Dr. James E. Wagner, co-president of the United Church 
of Christ; and Bishop Frederick 8. Newell, New York Area, the Methodist Church. 


The National Council of Churches includes most of the major Protestant and 
Eastern Orthodox bodies in the US. Its 34 member churches have a total consti- 
'tuency of 35,000,000. EPS, Geneva 


Prompt WCC Aid for Moroccan Earthquake Victims 


(Geneva) - Immediate relief consisting of cash, supplies and personnel were sent 
this week to Agadir, Morocco, scene of the latest carthquake disaster, by the 
World Council of Churches! headquarters, Geneva, Switzerland, A cable to church 
relief agencies in 14 different countries from Dr, Leslie HE, Cooke, director of 
the WCC Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees, called for "maximum 
money” and a standby to supply food, clothing and medicines. Relief expenditure 
of $5,000 was sanctioned. 


Dr. Kurtis F. Naylor, director of the Brethren Svervice Commission Kuropean 
Programme, left Geneva imicdiately for Morocco to link up with the ecumenical 
Eirene Team of 10 church workers already in the area and to channel Christian 
relief. 


Dr. Cooke said: “The figures show that 40,000 people ave homeless, 1,000 
dead and more than 5,000 injured. We anticipate immediate responses from 
member—churches around the world." 

Member-churches in Germany responded with a cash gift of DM,50,000 (about 
$12,000) for supplies and medicines. They have also sent a plane load of 


DM.50,000—worth of 2,500 blankets direct to the scene of he disaster. 
EPS, Geneva 


EKID Synod Supports Dibelius 

(Berlin) - The Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID) has adopted by 
a large majority a resolution supporting its president Bishop Otto Dibelius of 
Berlin-Brandenburg and rejecting political attacks against him, 


i 
q 
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‘a biblical answer to the question of the Christian attitude to the SETS le! me 
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The vote of confidence was taken by the 120-member body at the closing 
session last week of its biennial week-long meeting (February 2kn27) They vete 
was 2 against, 11 abstentions and the remainder in favour. The Synod has 74 
members from West Germany, 35 from East » ermany and 11 from Berlin. 


The resolution states: "Despite the differences of opinion within it, the 
Synod refutes the accusations of political propaganda directed against Bishop 
Dibelius ...-. (It) knows that Bishop Dibelius is united with it in the fellow- 
Bhip of Jesus Christ ,.,.." 


The action came within two days after East Berlin judicial authorities 
announced they would open preliminary proceedings for a trial of Bishop Dibelius 
on charges of his having advocated disobedience to the government of Hast Germany. 


The charges would presumably be based on the controversial booklet entitled 
“The Powers That Be” in which Bishop Dibelius claims that a totalitarian regime 
is not a "supreme authority" in the biblical sense (see EPS Nos.41 and 42, 1959). 


(Church circles in Yest Berlin, according to reiorts, have interpreted the 
purpose of the proceedings as an attempt to prevent the Bishop from entering Bast 
Berlin, thus cutting him off from the greater part of his diocese and flock. 

The Bishop's church, the Marien Kirche, is located in Hast Be in and he preaches 
there regularly.) 


In another action on the authority question the Synod confirmed a resolution 
adopted in 1956 by the All—German Synod, which stated in part: "The Gospel 


liberates us to say 'no'! in faith to every totalitarian claim made by human powers, 
to take up the cause of those who have lost their rights, and to suffer rather than 


obey laws and ordinances which are contrary to God's will." (see EPS No.7, 1956) « 


"Now, as then,” the Synod said, "we regard this theological declaration as 
ft 


In other session during the seven-day meeting the Synods 


Called upon the atom powers to use all means to arrive ata peaceful settle- 
ment of issues. This action was taken following sharp disagreement between one 
faction which wants a statement demanding unqualified condemnation of all atomic 
weapons and another which feels that in some cases thair use is justifiable. A 
report of a special study committee on the issue said that "so far no reconci- 
liation of contrasting views has become visible". 


Issued a statement confirming that its 1957 treaty with the Federal Republic 
(iiest Germany) on the Spiritual Care in the Armed Forces is the sole concern of 
the West German churches and that the East German churches have no responsibility 
for it. The Synod said the statement was required to bring this factito: public 
attention again because of the "misunderstandings and sharp attacks in the press", 
The East German press has sharply attacked the arrangements for the chaplaincy 
service. 


Referred to member-churches a recommendation that the age for church con- 
firmation be lowered from 14 to 12, a device proposed as an answer to problems 
raised by competing “youth initiation" rites of the Hast Ccrman Government. 

(An estimated 70 per cent of children of confirmation age took part in these 
rites last year.) A Synod statement said that while it was realized no change in 
the age could "solve the conflict" it was felt that because both Church and State 
Ceremonies are held forthe same age, lowering the age would remove one aspect of 
the problem. Member—churches were asked to study the recommendation and report 
back to the Synod. 
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Heard a report from a study committee that negotiations have bogged down 
concerning anagrcement with the East German Government to guarantee that courses 
in Christian education be included in the curricula of Hast German schools. The 
committee said the situation has become "still worse" through the adoption of 
legislation which makes “atheistic materialism" the basis of all studies in East 
German schools. EPS, Geneva 


In Brief 


The Lutheran Litcrature Association of Japan has had to move to larger 
quarters in Tokyo to accommodate its expanding programme, Since its foundation 
in 1951, the Association has published a total of 50 books and 60 pamphlets. 

It has four book shops in Tokyo, Nagoy, Kobe and Kunamoto which last year had a 
combined gross income of $100,000. ‘The Association is supported by the Japan 
Evangelical Lutheran Church and eleven Lutheran foreign mission agencies. 


rari bea 


Five members of the Holy Synod of the Eeumenical Patriarchate of Istanbul 
are meeting in Athens with representatives of the Greek Orthodox Church and 
state officials. Topics under discussion include the status of monasteries on 
Mount Athos, the Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches in 1961, and 
the Pan-Orthodox Council at Rhodes, this summer. The delegation from Istanbul 
is headed by Metropolitan Dorotheos of Princes' Islands. 


* * 


The Baptist world Alliance Relicf Committee has purchased a spacious 
building in Sydney, Australia, in cooperation with the New South Wales Baptist 
Homes Trust, to provide housing for Russian refugees from China. Some of the 
refugees to be housed in the building fled from Russia more than 40 years ago. 
Others have come within the past two or three years from the Chinese mainland 
through Hong Kong, 


* * 


Permission has been granted to the Orthodox Coptic Patriarchate in Cairo 
for the establishment of an Orthodox Church in Kuwait, a predominantly Moslem 
Country. It is belioved to be the first time any Christian body has been 
allowed to set up a worship centre in the country. 


* ¥ 


Metropolitan Yefrem has been clected head of the Orthodox Church in the 
Georgian Soviet Socialist Republic to succeed Catholicos Melchisedck, III, who 
died last January at the age of 88, the Moscow Radio has reported. It said 
the new Catholicos has been serving as church administrator since the death of 
Catholicos Melchiscdck, He is a graduate of the University of Tiflis. 


% * 


Representatives of four US Luthcran Churches engased in murgernegotiations have de- 
Cided to call the new church the “Lutheran Church in Amcrica" and have voted in 
favour of New York over Chicago as the site for its main offices, They also a- 
“8reed that curtain othcr offices of the 2,000,000 mombcr-merged Church should be 
located in Philadelphia, Chicago and Minneapolis. The four churches involvcd are 
the United Lutheran Church in America, Augustana Lutheran Church, Finnish Evange- 
| lical Lutheran Church and American Evangelical Church. Target date Hr. merger 

has been sect as June, 1962, EPS, Geneva 
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Churches Give $2,000,000 For Refugee Aid 


(Geneva) - More than $2,000,000 has been given or is now expected towards the 
$6,300,000 World Refugee Year programme of the World Council of Churches. This 
is an increase of about $450,000 in the last three weeks. 


All the money has been already allocated to new or ongoing projects. 


World Refugee Year expenditure by the WCC is expected to total about 


$9,500,000. This is made up by adding contracts worth about $3,000,000 from the 


United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and other organizations, 


While projects may still be changed and funds re-allocated, the main inter- 


national breakdown so far is: 


Austria, $249,165 allocated towards $534,000 projects listed; Belgiun, 
$34,000 ($150,000; China, $294,000 ($300,000); France, ¥63,000 ($418,760) ; 
Germany, $35,000 ($316,000). 


Greece, $155,600 ($820,000); Italy, $86,500 ($260,000); Latin America, 
$8,400 (225,000); Near and Middle East, 0316,400 ($413,140); other projects, 
$98,645 ($260,000). 


Burma, $9,000 (towards a general refugee emergency appeal) ; Hong Kong, 
$369,047 ($385,000); India, $42,400 ($715,000); Indonesia, $22,600 ($15,000) ; 
North Africa, $76,812 ($225,000); and West Pakistan, $195,450 ($1,025,000) » 


Church support now actually listed to a total of $2,056,130, for the World 
Council's programme comes from Sweden, Germany, the United Kingdon, Norway, 
Australia, the Netherlands and tho United States. 


The work the money will pay for includes a wide range of relief schemes, 
from the actual resettlement of displaced people and refugees ~ more than 
220,500 have now been assisted by the WCC - to counselling, language lessons, 
homes for the aged and sick, and technical and medical help. 


ae 
ae 
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A spokesman in Geneva, Switzerland, of the WCC's Division of Inter—Church 
Aid and Service to Refugees, says: “The total of member—churches! contributions 
is now steadily climbing, The figures are encouraging," BPS, Geneva 


ist Beumenical Youth Assembly in Europe 


(Geneva) - One of the largest and most representative meetings of European 
Christian youth ever held will take place this summer, 


The event will be the first Ecumenical Youth Assembly in Europe scheduled 
July 15-24 at Lausanne, Switzerland. The 12-day meeting will be the first major 
gathering of European young people across denominational lines and national bor- 
ders ever held under auspices of the churches, 


Attending will be 1,400 youth from more than 15 European countries and ap- 
proximately three hundred othersfrom Asia, Africa, the Far Hast, the Middle East, 
North America and Latin America, The European group is expected to include de- 
legations from the USSR and from several other Eastern Huropean countries. 


The Assembly will be sponsored by the Youth Department of the World Council 
of Churches in cooperation with national ecumenical youth councils in Europe. 


In several important aspects it will be related on the youth level to the 
Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches to be held in New Delhi, India, 
November 18 to December 5, 1961. Its theme will be "Jesus Christ — the Light of 
the World", the same as that of the New Delhi Assembly, and its leaders have 
voiced the hope that it will be the means of fostering interest in the New Delhi 
meeting and of developing a concern of a new generation of European youth in the 
ecumenical movement. 


Assembly highlights will include addresses by a number of outstanding leaders 
of the ecumenical movement, Dr, W.A. Visser 't Hooft, World Council general 
secretary, will present the keynote address at the opening session Wednesday 
evening, July 13, He will share the platformwith Bishop Jaan Kiivit, head of the 
Lutheran Church of Estonia, and with Professor Henri d'Espine, president of the 
Council of the Swiss Protestant Church Federation. 


A major portion of Assembly time will be devoted to a study of three areas of 
the Church's work, These, which have been planned "to stimulate thinking and 
action in the light of the Christian faith on the issues which youth are facing 
today" are: 


ls The HBuropean Churches in the World Situation Today. 
2» The Task of the Churches in a Changing European Situation. 
3. The Renewal, Mission and Unity of the Local Church, 


Delegates will come from these countries: Iceland, Great Britain, Norway, 
Sweden, Finland, Denmark, France, East and West Germany, the Netherlands, Belgiun, 
Spain, Portugal, Italy, Switzerland, and Greece, and also from Russia and other 
Eastern European nations. 


Asian countries represented will include: Australia, Ncw Zealand, India, 
Pakistan, Indonesia, Ceylon, Japan and the Philippines, From the Middle East 
will be youth from the Lebanon. 


From the continent of Africa will come youth from Egypt, Kenya, the Ivory 
Coast, Madagascar, Kamerun, Uganda and Angola, 
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From the Western Hemisphere will be youth from Canada, the United States, 
Mexico, Puerto Rico, Argentina and Brazil. | 


Also attending will be delegates from a number of international ecumenical 
youth bodies including the YWCA, the YMCA and the World's Student Christian 
Federation, EPS, Geneva 


A Roman Catholic For US President? 


(New York) - A prominent US Protestant theologian has suggested that there may 
be a moral basis for the election of a Roman Catholic to the presidency of the 
United States, 


Dean John C. Bennett of Union Theological Seminary, New York, in an edito- 
rial in the March 7 issue of Christianity and Crisis, a bi-weekly Christian 
journal, declares that a Catholic president well instructed in his Church's 
noral teaching "would have certain assets", 


If he “is of an essentially liberal spirit he may absorb the best in the 
real humanism of Catholic thought,” Dean Bennett writes. "A Catholic president 
might have a better perspective on the issue of social justice than many Pro- 
testants. He might be guided bythe ethical inhibitions present in Catholic 
views of the just war so as to resist the temptation to make military necessity 
paramount in all matters of national strategy." 


“He might have a wiser and more seasoned understanding of the claims of the 
person in relation to the, community than many a one-sided Protestant individualist." 


A note with the editorial states that it was printed to help "clear the air" 
insofar as general principles at stake are concerned, and “is not intended to 
indicate support for any candidate". 


Dean Bennett's position is drectly contrary to that put forward by nost other 
US Protestant journals which have expressed an opinion on the issue. Recently 
Christianity Today, a non-dcenominational Protestant magazine, said it is "per- 
fectly rational" for Protestants to oppose the election of a Roman Catholic for 
president because we believe “that the interests of the nation are safer in the 
hands of one who does not confess allegiance to a foreign earthly power". 


The Lutheran, a publication of the United Lutheran Church in America, said 
that if a Roman Catholic were elected, the religious debate wuld “follow him into 
the White House" and he would “be subjected to restrictions imposed by the 
Church" * 


A leading contender for the Democratic nomination for US President is a 
Roman Catholic, Senator John Fe Kennedy, of Mass. EPS, Geneva 


Petition Release of Pacifist 


(New Haven) - A petition asking for the release of Dr. Willard Uphaus, 69-year 
old Christian pacifist, now serving a l2-month term of imprisonment for contempt 
of court, has been submitted to New Hampshire state officials by the Connecticut 
Council of Churches, 


The council is the first state religious body to act on Dr. Uphaus! behalf, 
although many church groups, and individual Roman Catholic and Protestant ministers 
and rabbis have protested his comsitment, Dr. Uphaus is a resident of Connecticut. 


i 
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The petition asks for the release of Dr. Uphaus as "an act of clemency at 
the earliest possible date, either on bail or by dismissal of the complaint 
against him”. 


Dr. Uphaus was sent to jail by the New Hampshire Superior Court last December 
14, for refusing to name guests at the World Fellowship Camp, Conway, N.H., of 
which he is executive director, The names wcre sought by the State's attorney 
general for use in his one-man investigation into "subversion". The contempt 
citation handed dow in 1956 was upheld by the US Supreme Court in a 5-4 decision 
in June, 1958. 


The Council's petition pointed to Dr. Uphaus' leadership in the Methodist 
Church and said it has “reason to believe that he is honest and conscientious in 
his religious faith as well as in his conviction against becoming an informer", 

EPS, Geneva 


»* 


Canadian Church Asks End of Capital Funishment 


(Toronto) — Substitution of life imprisonment for capital punishment in Canada 
has been recommended by the Board of Evangelism and Social Service of the United 
Church of Canada. 


A 16-man committec which has made a three-year study of the issue also re- 
commended that a statutory life sentence for murder should be subject to all 
prevailing powers of remission and parole, with review every three years. The 
Board report noted "a growing acceptance of the fundamental truth that life is a 
divine gift that cannot innocently be destroyed by judicial process". 


The statement coincided with the resumption of debate in the House of 
Commons in Ottawa on a bill to abolish capital punishment in Canada. Abolition 
of the death penalty "as soon as possible” was recommended by the United Church's 
General Council in 1956. EPS, Geneva 


Eastern European Methodists Doing Well, Bishop Reports 


(Vienna) - There are good relations between state authoritics and the Methodist 
churches in Eastern European countries andthe govermiaents do not interfere with 
the Church's activities, Bishop Ferdinand Sigg has reported in Vienna, 


Bishop Sigg told the annual conference of the Austrian Methodist Church in 
Vienna that there are an “encouraging number of candidates for the Methodist 
Ministry in these countries and that Methodists in the West have had no diffi- 
culties in sending theological literature, medicines and other needed supplies 
BO thein churches there, 


Bishop Sigg, who recently returned from a visit to Methodist churches in 
Eastern BHurope, is in charge of the Geneva, Switzerland, diocese of the Methodist 
Church, an area which includes all of Europe and North Africa, with the excepbion 
of Scandinavia and Germany, KPS, Genevr 


Kanterun Church Issues Peace Appeal 


(Yaoundg - The Synod of the Evangelical Church of Kamerun, West Africa has ap- 
pealed to Kamerun rebels to settle their grievances against the infant nation's 
 g0vernnent by peaceful means, 


A statement issued by Synod headquarters in Yaoundé implores an end to the 
"killing, kidnapping and pillaging” and asks the rebels to make a clear statement 
‘to the government on the reforms required to bring peace t the country. 


; 


No. 10 — llth March, 1960 5 


At the same time, the statement calls upon the governient not to enforce 
repressive measures which incite rebellion and urged it to take all steps re- 


quired to bring about "peace based on justice and brotherhood", 


The Synod reports that uprisings have been particularly severe in the Bami- 
1é6ké area where several missionaries have been killed and mission outposts burned 
and pillaged. The church-operated hospital at Bangwa has been closed, and it has 
been necessary to transfer part of the work of the infant welfare centre at 
Bangwa-Banganté to Foumban, Nearly all the primary schools in Bafousam have 
been closed and a large number of secondary school pupils have been transferred 
to schools in other areas. 


The Synod statement was signed by the Rev. Paul Jocky, president of its 
executive committee and by the Church's regional synod presidents. 
EPS, Geneva 


More Church Aid for Barthgquake Victims 


(Geneva) -—~ Cash gifts totalling $43,100 plus hundreds of tents and thousands of 
pounds of blankets and clothing have been contributed by the churches around the 
world to aid victims of the Agadir carthquake. 


Donations from churches in 11 cwntries are reported in response to a re- 
quest made by the World Council of Churches! Division of Inter-Church Aid and 
Service to Refugees. In addition the WCC has allocated an additional $10,000 
to support relief work, It had earlier dispatched $5,000 on March 3. 


At the same time it issued a new appeal for contributions of wheat, sugar, 
milk, flour and soap, 


Distribution of church—contributed goods is being supervised by Dr. Kurtis 
F. Naylor, director of the European programme of the Brethren Service Commission. 
Working at the scene of the disaster representing the WCC is the eleven—member 
international Eirene Team, a service organization of young Christian pacifists, 
sponsored by the Commission and the Mennonite Central Committee, 


Dr. Naylor, who flew to Agadir the worning after the quake, reported to 
WCC relief officials on a two-day trip to Geneva last week, that on-the-—scene 
surveys confirm earlier estimates of ten thousand dead and ten thousand injured, 
Total population of the city was believed to have been about 50,000 persons. 


Dr. Naylor reported that the city itself has been completcly evacuated and 
quarentined, and the more than 25,000 homeless survivors have been moved to pri- 
mitive tent towns in the surrounding areas. He said the Moroccan government 
plans to set up schools, food centres, dispensarics and other programmes in the 
tent towns, but that additional contributions of material goods and money will 
be required from the churches and other groups. 


Contributions reported thus far by the WCC and the Lutheran World Federation 
are: 

Germany, 12,000, 3,700 blankets, 300 four-person tents, clothing for 1,200 
persons; Holland, $3,000; Church World Service USA, $3,000 and 2,000 blankets 
(from CWS stores in Italy); Lutheran ‘orld Federation, 10,000 lbs. of clothes; 
Japan CWS, 5500; Sweden, $2,500 (from LWF) and $2,000; British Council of 
Churches, 14,000. 


Canadian Lutheran World Relief, $1,500; Norway, $700; Denmark, $1,500; 
France, $1,000, 3005 tons of chloride of lime, 10 litres of gresyl disinfectant 
(the lime and gresyl isa gift of the French government to CIMADE) ; Finland, 
ol, 400. 
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A telegram sent last week by Dr, W.A,. Visser 't Hooft, WCC goneral secre- 
tary, to Crown Prince Moulay Hassan, expressed the WCC's appreciation for the 
cooperation given to Dr. Naylor and the Team, and the opportunity for “practical 
expression of sympathy" for the “stricken people of Agadir". EPS, Geneva 


Bast German Press Criticizes EKID Synod 


' (Berlin) - Sharp criticism has been levelled by the East German press against 
actions taken by the biennial meeting of the Synod of the Evangelical Church 
in Germany (EKID). (See EPS No.9) 


Neve Zeit, published by the Christian Democratic Union (UDU), declared the 
Synod had been "a complete failure in the religious sense" and that delegates 
had "shirked their responsibility to face the crucial questions confronting the 
German people and only succeeded in indulging in wordy rhetoric". 


It quoted a statement by the CDU Central Committee which declares, "The 
work of the Synod forces all Protestants in the DDR (East Germany) to re-examine 
their political responsibility in the druggle against the dangerous policy of 
Bonn (the Federal Republic of West Germany) and to support the peace policy of 
the DDR." 


An cditorial in the Berliner Zeitung, an Hast Berlin daily, attacked EKID 
president Bishop Otto Dibelius for "advocating EKID support of the militaristic 
policy of the Bonn Government and giving his blessing to German militarism". 

EPS, Geneva 


Right of Asylum Supported 


(Geneva) - Dr. Elfan Rees, permanent representative in Europe of the Commission 
of the Churches on Intcrmational Affairs, spoke last week in support of a De- 
claration on the Rights of Asylum, He addressed a neeting of the UN Commission 
on Human Rights in Geneva. 


However, Dr. Recs said, "a bad and inadequate declaration ... would be worse 
than no declaration at all", 


He said a bad statcmnent would be one which would fall bclow current standards 
of practice. He noted that nations are not willing formally to commit themselves 
to an action which could jeopardize national sovereignty, although frequently 
in practice they respond to the humanitarian needs of the situation, He cited 
particularly the field of asylum to refugees. 


Dr, Rees strongly urged that without transgressing on national sovereignty, 
the United Nations "should encourage member states to act in a manner conducive 
to the enjoyment of asylum in a situation where it is legitinatcly sought". 


The right of asylum has been defined as "the safety and wellbeing of t hose 
who have lcft their own or another country because of persecution or well~founded 
fear of persecution", 


The Human Rights Commission has been charged by the UN General Assembly with 
the task of drafting a Declaration on the Rights of Asylun, 


The CCIA isa joint agency of the World Council of Churches and the Inter- 
national Missionary Council. EPS, Geneva 
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Us Church Controversy Continues 


(ew York) — National Council of Churches! leaders have turned down an invitation 
to testify before the House Un-American Activities Committee concerning alleged 
Communist infiltration in the churches as not being the proper forum in which to 
discuss the charges. 


However, an NCC spokesman said, “Protestant church leaders would be happy 
to cooperate" with other government committces which would have such an investi- 
gation as their proper concern, 


He said the issue at stake is "the constitutinality of the action of the Air 
Force in indoctrinating reservists on religious questions and there are other 
committees of the Congress which are charged with the oversight of government 


bperations'. 


The statement was made following receipt of an invitation from Committee 
chairman Rep, Francis D, “alter, to the NCC to dispute the allegation of Communist 
influence in the churches published in an Air Force training manual, Now with- 
drawn, the manual charged that Communists have infiltrated both the churches and 
certain educational institutions.(See EPS Nos. 8 and 9) 


six NCC leaders had earlier sent a telegram to Rep. Walter demanding that 
he retract statements supporting the charges. 


Dr, Edwin T, Dahlbcrg, NCC president, said the organization's leaders are 
“determined to follow through on all the issues that have been raised" and that 
"if necessary" they may carry the controversy to President Eisonhower. He af- 
firmed that he would be "glad to cooperate with any agency of the government that 
ge Sincerely trying to get at the truth of the allegations", 


Meanwhile last week there wcrc several statements condemning the controversial 
pamphlet and supportins the National Council. 


These included: 

A resolution adopted by the Goneral Council of the United Presbyterian Church 
in the USA in which it sharply denounced the "falso accusations of Communist in- 
fluence" in the churches and demanded that the Air Force not reissuc the charges 


"in any shape or manner", 


The Council pledged the effort of the Church to aid “any inquiry which is 
Sincerely trying to uncover and. cxpose what appears to be an evil and sinister 
conspiracy to discredit Protestantism — and indeed, all religious institutions - 
in the United States", 


A message sent by Archbishop Iakovos of New York, head of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of North and South America, to Air lorce Secretary Dudley C. Sharp 
declared; “The Greek Orthodox Church traditionally and unremittingly opposed 
to totalitarian tyranny and religious oppression wishes to reaffirm its faith in 
the National Council of Churches and its leaders as devotedly upholding the best 
democratic and religious ideals of the American way of life." 


Archbishop lakovos, who is one of the presidents of the World Council of 
Churches, said he made the statement not only as leader of one of the NCC's 
34 member-churches, but also "on behalf of our-highest ecclesiastical authority, 
His Holiness Athenagoras I, Ecunenical Patriarch of Constantinople”, leader of 
Eastern Orthodoxy. EPS, Geneva 
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In Brief 


Churches in Great Britain have appealod to their members to pray for the 
success of the Ten-Power Comaission on Disarmament which will resume its work in 
Geneva on March 15. The call was issued by the Church of England, the Church of 
Scotland, the Roman Catholic Church, the Free Churches and the Jewish community. 


a ers 


Members of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the USA last year gave 
$530,990 for various world relief and inter-—church aid projects, an increase of 
$4,569 over the previous year. During 1959 a total of 1,609 refugees entered 
the United States under the Church's auspices. 


rahe kh Tay 


The Rev. Lee Nam Kyu of Nokpo, Korea, has been clected chairman of the 
National Christian Council of Korea by its annual meeting in Seoul. Mr. Lee is 
a former member of the Korean National Assembly and governor of a Korean pro- 
vince. He succeeds Chang Oon Yong of the Salvation Army. He is a member of the 
Presbyterian Church of the Republic of Korea, an affiliate of the United Church 


of Canada and the sccond largest (170,000 strong) branch of Korean Presbyterianisn, 


cate) as 


Protestants in East and West Geruany have raised 14,000,000 marks (about 

; $3,300,000) in the “Bread for the World" campaign to relieve hunger and distress 
throughout the world. The drive, launched last December, is being sponsored by 
the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID) and the German Evangelical Free Churches. 


PRT beds 


Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, Archbishop of Cantcrbury, is scheduled to parti- 
‘cipate in the annual St. Patrick's Day Pilgrimage to Downpatrick and Armagh, 
Northern Ireland, on larch 17. He will speak in the Anglican cathedrals of both 
‘places on the Saint's contribution to Christian civilisation, 


* * 


The popular Washington (D.C.) tclecourses on the Bible are being televised 
outside the national capital area for the first time during the current semes- 
ter. The 13 week serics is being sponsored outside of Washington by the Virginia 
Council of Churches, In Washington it is sponsored by the National Capital Area 
“Council of Churches. In the first semester this year 127 persons paid $40 
“tuition to take the course for two hours credit at the American University in 
Washington. Another 13,000 paid $5.00 apiece for the textbonk and study guides. 
A recent survey showed 138,000 homes tuned to the programme, 


eae 


Tho Rev. Theodore 0. Wedel, canon of the Washington (D.C.) Cathedral 
(Episcopal), will spend a year of research at the Ecuenical Institute, Evanston, 
Til. His research project on the "isission of the church" will be financed by 
a $20,000 grant to the Institute from the Danforth Foundation, St. Louis, Mo. 
The foundation will also finance a second research scholar, not yet selected, 
for a year's residence at the Institute. 


Tee Le 
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in Brief 


One of the seven new Cardinals appointed by Pope John XXIII is the Most Rev, 
Laurian Rugambwa, Bishop of Rutabo, Tanganyika. He is the first Negro to be 
raised to membership in the Sacred College and at 47 is the youngest of the seven 
new Cardinals. The new cardinals will bring the number of Cardinals to a total 
or -55. 


Car KAS 


Dr, ,liartin Niemdller, president of the Evangelical Church of Hessen-Nassau, 
is on a lecture tour of the United States. The German Church leader will visit 


"New York, Chicago, St. Louis, Toledo and Philadelphia. He will return to Ger- 


many on 20 April. 
* * 


Bishop Lajos Veto has resumed his work in the Lutheran Church in Hungary 
after a long illness, according to reports from Budapest. 


cee aa 


Eugene Cardinal Tisserant, who resigned last November as Secretary of the 
Sacred Congregation for the Oriental Church, has been nominated by Pope John 
XXIII as a member of the Congregation, The Cardinal had served as its Secretary 
for 23 years. (See EPS No. 46, 1959) 


We ae 


A Special Report 


Coordination of January Prayer Weeks Urged 


(Geneva) - Problems arising for parishes from the proximity of the Week of Prayer 
sponsored by the World's Evangelical Alliance (first full week of January) and 
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (January 18-25) were discussed at a spe- 
cial consultation held here. The following statement was issued by the con- 
sultation: 


"We rejoice in the continued growth of a world-wide call to prayer which is 
evidenced in the obscrvance of the Week of Prayor of the Evangelical Alliance and 
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in the opening weeks of every New Year, 

We recognize also that the rapidly widcning observance of both theSe weeks 
creates tensions of loylty and purpose both within the samc parish and even more 
often between groups of parishes. Indeed each week is in danger of damaging, 
quite unintentionally, the work of the other. We would welcome a common mind 
among those responsible for the organization of these two important occasions. 
This would enable the content of their suggestions for prayer each year to pre- 
sent a complementary pattern which would enhance the value of both." 


The four-day consultation was attended by members of scven different con= 
fessions including Protestants, Roman Catholics and Orthodox. It was held at 
the Ecumenical Institute of the World Council of Churches at Bossey near Geneva 
under the joint auspices of the Institute and the WCC's Department of Faith and 
Order. 
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Japan Churches Feeding Unemployed 


(Tokyo) — The Japan National Christian Council has set up an emergency programme 
to holp feed the families of coal miners laid off work in the Kyushu area where 
more than 100 small coal companies have had to shut down because of industry cut— 
backs. 


The Council has distributed 500,000 pounds of flour and 10,000 pounds of 
powdered milk to supplement a school lunch programme, and in cooperation with 
local churches has set up four stations to distribute milk, vitamins and corn 
mush in Tagawa City, It also is distributing milk to an estimated1,500 to 2,000 
pre-school age children not included in these programmes in Tagawa City, The 
supplies came from stockpiles of food donated by Church World Service (US), 


A council spokesman said that it "fully realized that relief work will not 
solve the problem, but something had to be done urgently", He said present funds 
will make it possible to operate the emergency programme for four weeks, but that 
if additional money can be made available it will be continued and expanded to 
other areas, 


The closure of the coal companies and mines has been made necessary by the 
Switch of large numbers of manufacturers from coal to heavy oil which can be pur- 
chased at prices from ten to fifteen per cent less. A government publication 
estimates it will be necessary to lay off about 100,000 of the present 260,000 
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labourers in the coal industry. The government has announced it will spend about 

$1,900,000 for vocational re-training, but so far concrete plans for expansion 

of unemployment benefits, insurance and public works have not yet been put forward. 
EPS, Geneva 


New Zealand Churches Protest Against Sports Segregation 


(Wellington) - A deputation of the New Zealand Council of Churches will meet with 
the New Zealand Rugby Football Union to urge the Union to reconsider its decision 
to exclude Maori players from a national team tour of South Africa. 


Plans for the discussion were made through the offices of Prime Minister 
Walter Nash, who initiated the arrangements after Protestant and Roman Catholic 
leaders requested he use his influence to halt the all-white rugby team's tour, 


The church leaders had earlier denounced the decision to exclude Maoris, 
New Zealand's, indigenous people, as not representing the view of New Zealand's 
people and as an acceptance of South Africa's segregation policies. (See EPS 
No. 41, 1959) 


Prime Minister Nash has declined to use the influence of his office to stop 
the tour because, although opposed to segregation in the team, he said he con- 
sidered the decision one for the rugby team and not for government intervention. 

HPS, Geneva 


Anglican Leader on Family Planning 


(London) - Bishop Stephen Bayne, chief executive officer of the Anglican Com- 
munion, has defended the use of the new oral contraceptive pills now being sold 
in Britain as "not an affront to the Christian conscience", 


"Tf acceptable on other grounds, they will offer a simple and inexpensive 
means of family planning, which is of urgent importance in areas of the world 
where the population is running wildly and painfully ahead of current resources 
of food and housing," he said. He added: 


"Christians have every right to use the gifts of science for proper ends. 
The means of family planning are in large measure matters of clinical and 
aesthetic choice, subject to the requirements that they may be admissible to the 
Christian conscience." 


The bishop spoke in his capacity as chairman of the amily Planning Com- 
mittee of the Lambeth Conference, consultative assembly of the Anglican com- 
Munion, which in 1958 approved medically endorsed and "morally acceptable" 
methods of birth control. EPS, Geneva 


Protestant Information Centre in Brussels 


(Washington, D.C.) — An information office to serve Protestant clergy and laity 
will be opened in Brussels, Belgium, in time for the anticipated influx of thou- 
Sands of tourists to the city this summer. 


The office is planned as the first step toward an international Christian 
Fellowship Centre in the Belgian capital, The idea for the centre grew out of 
the Protestant Pavilion at the Brussels World Fair which was built with the fi- 
nancial aid of church groups all over the world. EPS, Geneva 
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Bishops Again Ask Trujillo Clemency 

(Ciudad Trujillo) ~ Roman Catholic bishops of the Dominican Republic have issued 
a second joint pastoral letter appealing for clemency for the large number of 
persons jailed in mass arrests last month after rumours of a plot to assassinate 
General Trujillo. (See EPS Nos. 6 and 7) 


The second letter, which was read in all the Catholic churches of the 
country, was issued after General Trujillo rejected the first, stating that his 
respect for the laws of the country did not permit him to interfere in the ad— 
ministration of justice, 


The new pastoral letter, signed by the same six bishops who issued the LLUrSt 


one, again stressed the need for charity and Christian love, 


According to informed sources 1,000 to 2,000 persons, many of them members 
of prominent families, have been jailed, Four trials have been held at which 
123 persons were sentenced to 30 years imprisonment, Only a small number of 
those originally arrested have been released, HPS, Geneva 


Niemdller Cites Faith of Kast Germans 


(New York) — Dr, Martin Niemdller, president of the Evangelical Church of Hesse- 
Nassau, said there is "more Christian church life" in East Germany than in West 
Germany. 


Being a Christian in East Germany "takes courage and faith", the German 
church leader told newsmen on his arrival in New York for a six-week US lecture 
tour. Therefore, "religion there is a much more conscious thing than in West 
Germany where Christianity is easy, customary and means money". 


In West Germany, he asserted, church life "has been suffocated in pros~ 
perity". 


Commenting on the German political situation, Dr. Niemdller saidthat the 
present partition “does not allow for peaceful co-existence" because "to those 
who live on the other side of the so-called Curtain, we are the enemies, and to 
us, they are the enemies", 


Asked about his views of the controversial “authority” issue raised by 
Bishop Otto Dibelius, Dr. NiemOller declared that “all governments, including 
Bast Germany's, are under God's ordinance. But we must obey God, and not men." 
Recalling that he had spent eight years (1937-1945) in Nazi concentration camps 
because of his opposition to Hitler, he stated: 


"T had to obey Hitler until Hitler ordered me to do things which were op-— 
posed to the will of God. At that point I was free to oppose the regime." 


Bishop Dibelius, in a controversial booklet entitled “The Powers That Be" 
claims that a totalitarian regime is not a "supreme authority" in the biblical 
sense. (See EPS No. 9) | EPS, Geneva 


Roman Catholic Priest Urges "Broadmindedness" 

(Milwaukee) — Roman Catholics were told in a meeting in Milwaukee, Wisc., by a 
priest leader in the liturgical movement that it is "high time we get really 
broadminded" in conversations with other Christians looking toward religious 
munity, 


- : ‘ : 
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Father Alfred Longley, pastor of St, Richard's parish, Richfield, Minn., 
said Catholics in discussing unity should not assume "a disputatious chip on 
the shoulder" attitude. Rather, he said, they should seek to "find what we have 
in common with non—Catholics", The disunity of Christendom is “its greatest 
scandal", Father Longley added, but there have been "sins on both sides". 


Father Longley has introduced in his church a number of innovations de~ 
signed to promote greater participation by the laity in the Mass, EPS, Geneva 


CCIA Warns Against Too Simple Disarmament Proposals 

(Geneva) — A letter warning against "over—simplified formulas which could leave 
an unprepared world exposed to greater danger" has been sent to the heads of 
delegations of the Ten Power Committee on Disarmament now meeting in Geneva, by 
the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, 


The Committee, initially proposed at the Foreign Ministers' Conference 


last summer, opened negotiations on March 16 in Geneva, It includes five Westem 


powers and five Communist powers, 


The CCIA letter urges the delegations to “unwavering effort in face of ob 
stacles which may seem to be insuperable", 


At the same time, it declares: "We are convinced that the current impasse 
will not be broken unless there is a readiness to take reasonable risks. While 
we recognize the basic importance of scientific and technical considerations, 
we also believe that every proposal should be judged in terms of its potential 
contribution to mutual confidence," 


The letter assures the delegations of the prayers of Christians that as a 
result of the conference "the fear of war may be dispelled and human resources 
directed to constructive ends", It was signed by Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, of 
New York, CCIA director. CCIA is a joint agency of the World Council of Chur- 
ches and the International Missionary Council, 


The ten nations represented on the Committee are the United States, the 
United Kingdom, Canada, France and Italy, and the USSR, Czechoslovakia, Poland, 
Rumania and Bulgaria. EPS, Geneva 


Churches Protest Against Racial Laws 


(Capetown) — A deputation of the Church of the Province of South Africa (Anglican) 


seeking repeal of the Group Areas Act ran into a road block last week when Prime 
Minister H.F, Verwoerd refused to see ite 


Drs Joost de Blank, Archbishop of Capetown, said the Church's request for 
an interview had been met with a “categorical no", The deputation sought to lay 
before the Prime Minister a special Church statement denouncing the Act as 
"unchristian" and calling for a repeal "in the name of God", 


Dre de Blank said that Anglican church leaders hope to meet in the near 
future with Dutch Reformed Churches officials "to stress the denial of funda~ 
mental Christian theological principles" in the Act. The Act provides for the 
segregation of the country's various racial groups into separate zones. 


Meanwhile, also last week South African Roman Catholic bishops in a joint 
pastoral letter denounced the governnent's race policies and warned that it is 
becoming increasingly urgent that the country's problems be solved “in the light 
of Christian principles". 


ee 
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Unless Christian answers are found, “antagonism will grow, prejudices harden 
into intolerance and frustrations lend to outbursts of disorder and violence ," 
they said. The letter urged that the voting franchise be based on justice, not 
the colour of a man's skin, and sharply criticized the South African migratory 
labour system for its separation of families, EPS, Geneva 


"Wedding Palaces" for Soviet Marriages 

(Moscow) - The Soviet Government is going to build special "palaces" in order to 
provide "a worthy setting" for Communist weddings, The plan is seen as a move 
to persuade young couples not to get married in the church. 


The first ceremony in the first "wedding palace" in Leningrad was attended 
by prominent Communist officials. A Communist rite was substituted for the re- 
ligious ceremony and music by Tschaikowsky and Rachmaninov was played instead of 
church music, EPS, Geneva 


Memorial Service Held for Dr. and Irs van Beyma 


(Geneva)—- A memorial service for Dr. Ulrich H, van Beyma, 52, an executive of 
the World Council of Churches in Geneva, and his wife, Jeanne van Beyma-Honcoop, 
44, who were killed in an automobile accident on March 9, was held on Tuesday 
March 15 at the Auditoire Calvin, Geneva, The sermon was preached by Dr. WeA. 
Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches. 


Dr. van Beyma and his wife were returning to Geneva from a trip to the 
Netherlands when a truck swerved acrossthe road and hit their car near Pontar- 
lier, France. Dr. van Beyma died instantly. His wife died a few hours later 
in a hospital. 


Dr. van Beyma had been secretary for Inter-Church Aid for Areas Outside 
Europe for the World Council's Division of Inter—Church Aid and Service to 
Refugees since 1954. He was the first person to hold the position. Previously 
he had served for nine years since 1946 as Missions Consul in Indonesia for the 
Netherlands Missionary Council. Both Dr. van Beyma and his wife were Dutch and 


members of the Dutch Reformed Church. Surviving are five children aged from 10 
to 21, EPS, Geneva 


Proposed UN Religious Liberty Declaration Seen Too Limited 

(Geneva) - A warning that a proposed United Nations declaration on principles 

of religious liberty could, if taken out of context, have the effect of limiting 
religious freedom, has been voiced here. 


Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde cautioned a meeting of the UN Commission on Human 
Rights convened in Geneva that the proposed draft might be cormbrued as providing 
formal justification for the restriction of religious liberty. 


The Human Rights Commission is seeking to prepare a Declaration of Prin- 
ciples which would be an amplification of Article 18 of the Universal Declara- 
tion of Human Rights, which deals with religious freedom, Dr. Nolde addressed 
the session in his capacity as director of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, a joint agency of the World Council of Churches and the 
International Missionary Council. 

Dr. Nolde contended that the proposed draft is not complete or comp rehen— 
sive. Among significant omissions, he said, are references to social ostracism, 

_ valid formsof marriage, divorce, the right of access to public posts or functions, 


and the management of religious affairs and international fellowship of the 
hurches. 
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He added that the principles of the pro,osed statement deal more with "the 
formality than the vitality of religion or belief" and contain no reference to 
manifestations in practice such as the freedom to perform acts of service and 
mercy, or the right to give testimony of conscience in relation to the policies 
of a government, whether domestic or international. 


He urged the Commission to prepare a declaration which would "avoid the 
danger of providing formal sanction to a limited interpretation of freedom of 
thought, conscience and religion”. 


Dr. Nolde also intervened on behalf of the CCIA in the Commission debate 
on a resolution condemning anti-Semitism and other forms of racial, religious 
and national prejudice. 


He told the Commission that in dealing with situations in which discrimi- 
nation has been practised against Christians, the CCIA recognizes the necessity 
of taking into account the possibility that within the conduct of the group 
against which discrimination is manifested, there are factors contributing to 
discrimination. 


He added that it is necessary to understand the complex of sociological, 
economic, political and psychological factors at work in situations of discri- 
mination, in order to provide successful remedial measures. EPS, Geneva 


World Church Lexicon Published 


| (Stuttgart) - The "Weltkirchenlexikon" (World Church Lexicon), a handbook of the 
* ecumenical movement, has been published by the German Evangelical Kirchentag 
organization. 


Available in the German language only, the lexicon contains 1750 pages and 
information on more than 1,200 different subjects dealing with the history, 
development and programmes of the world's Christian churches, and the ecumenical 
movement, It also includes an extensive bibliography and 48 pages of black and white 
photographs and illustrations. 


Several hundred church leaders from all parts of the world contributed to 
mie Lexicon, which was compiled ‘by Dr. Franklin H. Littell, professor at Emory 
University, Ga. (USA), and Dr. Hans Hermann Walz, general secretary of the 
Kirchentag organization, 


The Kirchentags are the famous laymen's rallies of the German churches 
which are attended by tens of thousands of persons, The last Kirchentag was 
held in the summer of 1959 in Munich. BPS, Geneva 


Churches! Role in Health Services Stressed 


(Oklahoma City) —- The National Council of Churches (US) has urged its member- 
_ churches to study ways in which health services can be made available to lower 
; income groups. 


In its first statement ever issued on the churches! concern for health, the 
NCC's General Board stressed that "the availability and financing of medical 
care of high quality is of deep concern to the churches" and that they have the 
responsibility "to seck out and help communities which cannot provide adequate 
Reaith services.,..«." 


| It said the churches should also be concerned with ways of providing pre- 
_ paid care including dental and nursing services and therapy for the emotionally 
disturbed, for persons who require financial assistance. EPS, Geneva 
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Divinity School Student Dismissed for Anti-Segregation Activities | 

_ (Nashville) - A young Negro student of Vanderbilt Divinity, School has been dis- 
missed for his participation in a peaceful demonstration against segregation in 
Nashville, Tenn. 


The action was taken against the Rev. James M. Lawson, 32, by the Univer- 
sity's Board of Trustees which directs the Divinity School. 


It came after Mr. Lawson and 79 white and Negro college student demonstra- 
tors were arrested by police on charges of conspiracy to disrupt trade-and com- 
merce for their participation in a sit-down strike at a lunch counter. The 
strike was organised as a part of a current series of peaceful demonstrations 
in several southern US communities by Negroes and whites seeking an end to racial 
segregation in eating places and other public facilities, 


The University Board said it took the action because of i.r. Lawson's "an- 
nounced programme of conducting a civil disobedience campaign in sit-down 
Btrikes...." 


Mr. Lawson is a former liethodist missionary to India and is a field repre- 
sentative for the Fellowship of Reconciliation, a pacifist group. He is also 
former vice-president of the National Conference of Methodist Youth. 


Dean Robert J. Nelson of the Divinity School said following the dismissal 
that a large number of faculty members and students believe the Board's action 
was "precipitous, taken under conditions of extreme emotion and was ill-advised", 


Fourteen of the sixteen members of the Divinity School faculty issued a 
statement protesting against the expulsion and the entire faculty contributed 
towards the $500 bail set after lr. Lawson's arrest. 


Support also came from the University's College of Arts and Sciences which 
issued a statement deploring the dismissal, and from the National Student 
Christian Federation which is collecting funds for his legal defense, 


The current series of demonstrations which has now spread to seven states 
has had the widespread support of US church groups. 


The Central Committee of the National Student Christian Federation in a 
letter sent to the campus groups of its 12 national affiliated movements declared 
that “civil disobedience can be a means to demonstrate not against the rule of 
law or custom, but against the wrongness of particular laws or customs". But 
it cautioned that, while it can be used "responsibly and with restraint, as a 
vehicle for seeking a less discriminatory civil order", it should not be used 
Pror the destruction of civil order itself", 


The letter said those taking part in the demonstration "must recognise that 
not only might this mean breaking the law but also it might involve consequences 
beyond either our imagination or our choosing", It added: 


"Those of us who resist the demonstrations must be given eyes to sce the 
) civil order which we seek to maintain in the light of God's act of reconcilia- 
tion in Christ. And those of us who deny any responsibility for this human 
) alienation must realize that our very denial or our lack of concern is a con 
tribution to the situation which gives rise to the demonstrations. We must at 
all times remember that just as Christ reconciles the Negro and the white, so 
He reconciles the demonstrators and those against whom the demonstration is 
being made." 


A Protestant Episcopal Church organisationfor cultural and racial unity 
also endorsed the detonstrations, It said: "We commend those citizens who ex- 
press love in suffering by passive disobedience to laws or uores that separate 
on account of race or roligi-n in state or commercial enterprises." 
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The Council of Churches in North Carolina, where there have been a number 
of demonstrations, has pledged its "whole-hearted support of equality of service 
at the lunch counters of stores serving the public". It urged "our fellow ci- 
tizens, and especially our Christian brethren, to unite with us in openly and 

| firmly defending this basic human right" and paid tribute to Negro citizens for 
their "self-restraint under provocation", 


Similar pledges of support have been made by church groups in several other 
southern communities in which deaonstrations have been held. EPS, Geneva 


Italian Protestants Free to Criticize Roman Catholic Church 

(L'Aquila) — An Italian Court of Appeal has ruled that Protestant denominations 
Dare free to criticize the Roman Catholic Church publicly as long as the criticism 
is not insulting. 


The L'Aguiia Court of Appeal ruled last week to acquit Donato Cretarolo, 

)an elder of the Baptist Evangelical Church, of charges of offending the state re- 

Pligion, Its action reversed the decision of a lower court which had sentenced 
Mr. Cretarolo to 15 days in jail for distributing leaflets criticizing the Roman 
Catholic Church. 


ae 


All religions in Italy are "equally free before the law" but article 402 

Bot the State's penal code makes it illegal for anyone to "publicly insult" the 

i state religion, Roman Catholicism, The Court ruled that article 402 does not 
apply to mere public criticism, but only to actual insults. EPS, Geneva 


In Brief 


; The 10th German Evangelical Kirchentag will be held in Berlin, August 3-7, 
81961. Preparations for the mammouth gathering will get underway this month, 
Sunder the direction of Kirchentag founder and president Dr. Reinold von Thadden— 
STricglaff, 

$ * 


i Membors of Christian churches in Japan now number 668,258, or 0.7 per cent 
Hof that proportion of the population which belongs to some organized religious 
D body. Of the total, Protestants number 376,357 in 3,100 churches; Roman Ca- 
Ptholics, 266,608 in 725 congregations; and Russian Orthodox 25,293 in 105 

M churches, The figures are given in the Japanese Christian Year Book; Figures 
for adherents of other religions are not known. 


‘ % 

The Evangelical Church of Pueblo Nuevo in greater Barcelone, Spain, closed 
. by order of government authorities in September, 1958, has been re-opened. 
* 


& 


Dr. Willard Uphaus' appeal for reversal of a Superior Court order sending 
moim to jail for a year on charges of contempt has been taken under advisement 
by the New Hampshire Supreme vourt. Dr. Uphaus, a pacifist, was sent to jail 
dast December for refusing to give the names of guests at a Vorld Fellowship 
~ Camp he conducted to the State's Attorney General who was making a one-man in- 
- vestigation of "subversion", (Sec EPS No. 10) 


* * 
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The Rev. Henry li.W, Leiper, Presbyterian pastor at Pennsylvania State Uni- 
versity, died on March 4. He was 41. lr. Leiper, aformer Presbytcrian missionary 
in China, was the son of the Rev. Dr, Henry Smith Leiper, former associate ge- 
neral secretary of the World Council of Churches and a retired executive of the 
Congregational Christian Churches. 


Cottey 


Thousands of Japancse Christians are reported praying in a special Prayer 
Life Novement organized by the National Christian Council of Japan as the result 
of a three-month campaign last ycar of evangclist Dr, Thomas Carruth, secretary 
of the World Wide Church Attendance Movement. During Dr. Carruth's visit 600 
pastors and laymen were trained in his system of organizing prayer groups in which 
four or five persons mect together at the same time to pray towards the same. ends 
or with the same purpose. 

* # 


' Kerkbode, the official journal of the Dutch Reformed Church, South Africa, 
has expressed opposition to the aduission of Roman Catholic immigrants into the 
Union of South Africa.~ It said an arrangement between the Italian and South 
African governments for the admission of Italian immigrants into the Union "from 
a constitutional, and especially from a religious point of view ... is a dis-— 
turbing factor". It said similar arrangements have resulted in the USA and 
Australia "practically turning Catholic", 


ZisPeea. a 


A special photographic exhibit cntitled "See God's Creation" will be on 
view at the International Horticultural Exhibition in Rotterdam, from 15 April- 
15 September, It is being organized by the Convent of Churches, an association 
in which local Protestant and Roman Catholic churches and the Jewish community 
participate, Texts for the photographs are being written by two prominent Dutch 
poets, J.W. Schulte Nordhold, a Protestant, and Michiel van der Plas, a Roman 


Catholic. 
x TK 


For the first time a ship of the Dutch llercantile Marine has a chapel. It 
is the HeM.S, “Rotte", launched recently in Hamburg, Germany. 


el ay 


i Pastor Friedrich von Bodelschwingh has been named new director of the Bethel 
"Colony of Mercy" near Bielefeld, Ccrmany. He is a descendant of the famous 

German clergymen's family which has helped build the colony into one of the 

) largest charitable institutions in the world. Started in 1867, as a home for 

" seven epileptics, Bethcl is now a 400-building centre, operated by the lvange- 

' lical Church in Germany (EKID) , with a staff of 5,000 full-time doctors, nurses 

and pastors who care for an average of 30,000 mentally ill or physically handi- 


capped persons every year. 
* 


For the second consecutive year Dessau, aircraft and railway centre 67 miles 
Southeast of Berlin in the Soviet Zone, has been designated as the annual "City | 
of Church Reconstruction" by the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID). Re- 
building projects in the city, which was almost razed during World War II, will 
_be financed by special church fund drives in Hast and West Germany. 
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American Orthodox Study Permanent Consultation Plan 


(New York) —- Leaders of Eastern Orthodox churches in America have set up a com— 
mission to study formation of a Standing Conference of the Orthodox Bishops in 
America, 


At a meeting called by Archbishop Iakovos of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
of North and South America, leading prelates of nine churches also agreed to sus-— 
pend all public statements about relations with non—Orthodox bodies until after 
a Pan-Orthodox meeting scheduled by Patriarch Athenagoras I of Constantinople, 
probably on the Island of Rhodes in the summer of 1960 (see EPS No.49, 1959), 


The Orthodox leaders unanimously deplored allegations of communist infil- 
tration in Protestant churches made in a US Air Force Training Manual now with- 
“drawn from circulation (see EPS No.8, 1960). 


A further meeting of the prelates to be held on June 7 will hear reports from 
the commission on future inter—Orthodox co-operation in America, 


Episcopal leaders present at the New York meeting came from the Greek Ortho— 
dox Archdiocese, the Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Church of America, the Syrian 
Antiochian Church, the Serbian Eastern Orthodox Diocese in the US and Canada, the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of America, the Romanian Canonical Missionary Church in 
the US and Canada, the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Church, the Albanian 
Orthodox Church of America, and the Bulgarian Diocese of North and South America 
and Australia. EPS, Geneva 
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Churchmen Back Plans for Kenya's Future 


(Nairobi) —- Leading East African churchmen have supported the recommendations of 
the Kenya constitutional conference held in London last month, 


They said the conclusions were “consistent with the teaching of the Holy 
Scripture on the dignity of man". 


They also made a call for sustained prayer for those responsible for con- 
tinuing the work of the conference. 


The call was made by the Anglican Bishop of Mombasa, the Rt. Rev. L.J. 
Beecher, the Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of East Africa, the Rt, Rev. 
R. Macpherson, the chairman of the Methodist Church in Kenya, the Rev. Elliott. 
Kendall, the territorial commander of the Salvation Army, Col, W.G. Effer, and 
the general secretary of the Christian Council, hr. P.D. Fueter. 


The churchmen's statement said: "On the eve of the London conference we 
issued a call to praye: that God, the supreme ruler of all, would guide the 
thoughts and words of the delegates gathered at Lancaster House. 


"We believe that the deliberations of the conference have indeed been 
guided by Almighty God to conclusions which are consistent with the teaching of 
Holy Scripture on the dignity of man, the ordering of human government and the 
relationship of the State and Judiciary. 


“There agreement has been reached, closer definition is now required, 
Certain important issues, including the stewardship of material resources, have 
been left unresolved. At all points, there is need for the exercise of balanced 
judgment, 


"We therefore call on the members of our several churches to make sustained 
prayer for those responsible for continuing the work of the conference and giving 
closer definition to its recommendations, that the claims of God in the affairs 
of Kenya may continue to be heeded. 


"We call also on our members, in Christian duty, to strive to understand 
the aspirations and anxieties of groups other than their ow." EPS, Geneva 


' Better Church Building Urged in Britain 


(London) — A conference on church building has advocated architectural advisory 
) committees for Christian denominations in the United Kingdom, 


Eighty participants in a meeting of architects, ministers and experts said 
that the committees should give church authorities "factual information", but 
avoid judgments on design. 


The group asked for planning to meet the needs of youth, and outsiders as 
/well as the existing worshipping community. 


Other recommendations of the meeting, which was called by the "Consultative 
Christian Service" known as Christian Teamwork, sought early contact and close 
consultation between architect and church. Participants emphasised that the 
partnership depended on “humility, self-effacement and studious avoidance of the 

meecnsational™ on the part of architects, 


Congregations undertaking building were reminded that the "best work is 
_ Often done when financial resources are limited" and clients were pressed to 
_ to trust the devotion, ability and integrity of architects. 


. The initiative for the conference, which was a follow-up of an ecumenical 
Meeting on a similar theme last June at the WCC's Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, 
e from London architect Hdward D. Ilills. 
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The programme included projection of pictures of contemporary churches and 
an exhibition of plans, drawings and photographs, Mir. Mills was chairman and 
the Rev. Bruce Reed, director of Christian Teamwork, led the daily prayers. 


Christian Teamwork!s trustees include llr. George Goyder, Sir Kenneth Grubb, 
the Rev. John Marsh and Sir George Schuster. EPS, Geneva 


Chinese Anglican Denies Forced Unification of Churches 

(Sydney, Australia) - A Chinese priest of the ChungHw Sheng Kung Hui — the 
Chinese branch of the Anglican Communion - has contradicted reports that the 
government of the Chinese People's Republic is forcing united worship and church 
union on Christian churches. 


In an interview with Australian journalist Francis James during a two weeks 
stay in Australia, the Rev. Chao Fu San, dean of studies in the Union Theological 
Seminary of Peking, said there had been no pressure from the government to hold 
united services. He described united services in which he had voluntarily taken 
part as a leader and said that these were held in a Congregational church because 
the Anglican Cathedral in Peking was “awkwardly sited", 


According to Mr. Chao Fu San non-—Anglican congregations in veking are grow- 
ing to prefer the Anglican prayer book form of worship, He said that a Chinese 
Book of Common Prayer will soon be in use and will reconcile tallogical” dit ie= 
rences within Chinese Anglicanism, based on the varying national background of 
the former Anglicai: missions, 


The Peking clergyman indicated that he did not regard the question of or- 
ders as “an insuperable obstacle to organic union" with other churches in China. 


"You must not say insuperable!" he affirmed. “It is a matter of our Lord's 
will, At the present moment it is something which has still to be discussed. 


You know that the Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui stands firmly-on the Lambeth Quadrilateral. 


(The Lambeth Quadrilateral of 1920 declares that Anglicanism holds retention 
of four points as necessary for reunion: Holy Scripture, the Apostles! and Ni- 
cene Creeds, the two Gospel sacraments, and the historic episcopate). 


“J do feel that the majority of our bishops enjoy a wighty prestige among 
all Christians in China," he added. “I think this will count, perhaps more than 
in South India. Do not feel worried .... Do not become critical. We are Angli- 


cans, have no doubt." 


The Anglican leader went on to say that "the status of Christians in China 
has risen proportionately to the removal of Western influence. Today there is 
no outside control of Chinese Christian Bodies," he declared. "We have become 
indigenous, ‘Je stand on our own feet. We are accepted in the same way as Nos- 
lems and other theists." 


In reply to questions about the present attitude in China toward mission work 
Mr. Chao Fu San said he did not think there was any point in missionaries coming 
again to China “because the churches in China are now growing, standing on their 
own feet", 


However, he emphasised that he did not hold the view that Western missiona-— 
ries were just imperialist agents in disguise. “A few, no doubt", he said, but 
added that in fairness it had to be recognised that "the man who is a missionary 
is nearly always a stranger to the country where he works, At heart he must be", 
he continued. “Some who came to China ceased to be foreign to us, We remember 
these with great love. Toward the end there were unfortunately many who were 
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closely connected with the Kuomintang and it was surely only natural that the 
government should regard them with suspicion." 


Mr, Chao Fu San said that many Americans and others abroad now wrote to the 
churches in China and that he thought the time had nearly come for more extensive 
contacts between Chinese and Western Christians. 


The report of the interview with Mr. Chao has appeared in the Hpiscopal 
magazine "The Living Church" in the USA and in the "Church Times" in England, 
EPS, Geneva 


Bliot Play Used in "Retreat" 


(Glion, Switzerland) -1.S. Bliot!s play "The Cocktail Party" was used to focus 
attention on the role of the Christian community in the world at a five-day re- 
treat for an international group of Christian workers here, March 16-21, 


Fifty-seven “fraternal workers" in service jobs in Europe listened to an 
informal reading of the play and tried to estimate what its story of healed re- 
lationships had to say to them in the light of the Bible and the Christian faiths 
Dr, Charles W. Arbuthnot, field representative for Europe of the United Pres-— 
Wyterian Church USA, led the retreat. 


The participants, brought together by the Division of Inter—Church Aid and 
Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches, came from field posts in 
nine European countries where they represent the overseas concern of international 
agencies and churches. They came from nine different home countries and ten dif- 
ferent church backgrounds. 


Insights for treatment of the Eliot play came from Bible studies on the 
Book of Acts led by the Rev. John Garrett, WCC Information Department director; 
and meditations on the task of fraternal workers in the ecumenical movement by 
the Rev, Daisuke Kitagawa, staff member of the World Council's Department of 
Church and Society. 


Patterns worked out in previous annual retreats were followed when the 
group used individual cross—questioning and spontaneous drama to interpret what. 
they discovered together. 


This year's retreat joined with the local Swiss Reformed parish at the 
weekend, when the Glion pastor, the Reve Jean-E. Roux, came with a group of pa- 
rishioners to a dialogue on the work and problems of the area they serve (near 
Montreux, in the Swiss Canton of Vaud). The fraternal workers attended a ser- 
vice of Holy Communion in the Glion church on Sunday morning, 


Another highlight of the meeting was the advance presentation of a new 
film, “The Nightingale Waits for the Summer", on the resettlement of Russian Old 
Believers in rural Brazil through the WCC's Service to Refugees. 


Prayers at the retreat and he discussion on the Eliot play were led by the 
Rev. Keith Bridston, executive secretary of the Faith and Order Commission of 
the WCC. The conference was planned and carried through by a group working in 
Geneva under the direction of the Rev. Raymond E. Maxwell, of the executive staff 
of the World Council's Inter-Church Aid Division. EPS, Geneva 


Paris Civil Servants Meet on Interfaith Basis 


(Paris) — Members of the French National Union of Catholic Civil Servants have 
met with an ecumenical group of laymen working in international organisations 
here to discuss "Unity". 
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The one=day encounter was a result of growing interest in the subject pro- 
duced’ by the observance of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18— 
25 (see EPS Nos. 46, 1959, and 4, 1960), 


Pastor Charles Westphal, a member of the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches, described the Council's history, structure and work. 
Other speakers were Professor Leo Zander of the Russian Orthodox Institute of 
St. Sergius in Paris and Father A.Memessier, Dominican chaplain to the French 

y Civil Servants! Union. 


Professor Zander said there was an "instinctive" response, anong laity who 
hed never heard the word"ecumenism", to the idea of unity. 


Father Menessier followed up by stressing the need for putting before 
church members in the parish the guestion: "Do I want to know more about my 
Protestant brother and to meet him in a spirit of charity?" 


The meeting was one in a series arranged for the Protestant, Anglican, Or- 
thodox and Roman Catholic members of the ecumenical group, formed in tiay 1959 
at a retreat at Villemétrie, near Paris. A similar retreat will be held at 
Biévres, France, May 27-29 this year. EPS, Geneva 


Roman Catholic Bishops Sentenced in China 


(Hong Kong) — The Shanghai People's Court sentenced Roman Catholic Bishop Ig- 
natius Kung Pin-mei to life imprisonment on March 17 on charges of treason, 


Twelve other Chinese Roman Catholics were condemned for periods between 
five and twenty years. 


On March 18 the same court gave American Roman Catholic Bishop James EH, 
Walsh, 68, a twenty-year sentence for espionage. Bishop walsh and Archbishop 
Antonio Riberi, former Papal Internuncio to China, were alleged in the judgment 
to have plotted with the Chinese prisoners to overthrow the government, Arch- 
Bishop Riberi left China in 1951. 


The verdict called Bishop Walsh a “veteran United States imperialist spy 
who personally directed the Kung Pin-mei traitorous counter-revolutionary 
cligue". 


Reacting to the sentencing of Bishop Walsh, US Secretary of State Christian 
A. Herter said the accusations made against the bishop were "totally false" and 
his condemnation "inexcusable", 


Mr, Herter said a protest would be lodged with the Chinese Government 
through its ambassador in Warsaw. He declared that Bishop Walsh's "only mission 
was religious and his personal devotion to the spiritual welfare of his fellow 
Catholics was so strong as to compel him to remain on the Chinese mainland des-— 
pite the persecution of his church by a godless regime". EPS, Geneva 


Poland Reducing Church Tax Burden 


(Warsaw) — Reports in the Roman Catholic press predict a reduction in taxes 
payable by the church as a result of conversation between Cardinal Wyszinski 
and President Gomulka. 


Heavy taxation since 1959 has run the church into debt and threatened sur- 
vival of some church institutions. 
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Details of the proposed reductions are expected to be worked out at con- 
ferences between the bishops and representatives of the government in the next 
few weeks. EPS, Geneva 


Yugoslav Roman Catholic Leaders Tried and Sentenced 


(Belgrade) - The Roman Catholic Bishop of Skopje, Smiljan Franjo Cekada, has 
been condemned to eighteen months in prison for smuggling, illegal trade and 
dealings in foreign currency. 


The sentence was suspended for one year on a bond of good conduct. 


wo Catholic priests, from Sarajevo and Zagreb, were sentenced respective- 
ly to two years and twenty months imprisonment on similar charges. 


The bishop admitted in evidence that he had reccived money from the Holy 
See, outside the normal legal channels, between 1956 and 1959. The prosecution 
did not deny the bishop's claim that the money had been strictly used for the 
purposes for which it was given. BPS, Geneva 


Continued US Protests Against Segregation 


(New York) — Support for Negro protests against segregated eating places and 
other facilities in the United States continues to grow, 


In New York, the National Student Christian Federation, in an information 
letter sent to key leaders, has pointed out that "students may wish to join in 
demonstrations where possible" or participate in sympathy demonstrations. The 
federation's letter was a follow-up to a statement sent by its Central Committee 
to campus groups (sce EPS No. 11). The 3,000 Christian groups have also been 
urged to collect funds for the legal defence of the Rev. James M. Lawson, Negro 
student expelled from Vanderbilt University Divinity School for taking part in 
the demonstrations. At the samc time, the NSCF urged that "Christian students 
could take special steps to see that Negroes, as well as white students, are 
members of campus Christian student groups". Later, the letter continued, 
groups may wish to invite persons who took part in the demonstrations in Nash- 
Ville, Tenn., and elsewhere to share information about their experiences. 


lir. Lawson and 79 white and Negro college student demonstrators were ar- 
rested by police on charges of conspiracy to disrupt trade and commerce by par- 
'ticipating in a sit-down strike at a lunch counter in Nashville. 


Dean Robert J. Nelson of Nashville's Vanderbilt Divinity school has re- 
ported that a bi-racial committee appointed by Mayor Ben West has eased some of 
the local tension and it is not expected that Mr. Lawson will be sentenced be— 
fore some agreement on segregated facilities is worked out. Dr. Nelson, who 
last week commented critically on Mr. Lawson's dismissal (see EPS No.11), 
pointed out that the divinity and graduate schools at Vanderbilt have had Negro 
Students for seven years. “The primary question," he said, "within the uni- 
versity isthe question of the legitimacy of procedure by which the issue was 
resolved and the ioral problem of whether a student can be dismissed because of 
Moral views he holds concerning social change." 


A statement issued by 14 of the 16 divinity school's faculty members, in- 
Cluding Dr. Nelson, said, “Whether or not we approve his strategy, we believe" 
that Mr, Lawson has endeavoured to follow his Christian conscience and we see 
no adequate justification for his expulsion from the divinity school. We have 
had no part in such action. Mr. Lawson has been a respected student and we 
_ continue to hold him in respect." 


> 
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In other developments in the spreading demonstrations, Dr, Martin Luther 
King Jr., the leader of the successful boycott against scgregated bus seating in 
Montgomery, Alabama, in 1956, has urged President Eisenhower to "take immediate 
action to restore law and order" in Montgomery, where, he said, a "reign of 


terror has broken out", Dr. King said Montgomery police were using "Gestapo- 


like* methods against students at Alabama state College, a Negro institution, 
who demonstrated for cqual rights, Montgomery Police Commissioner Sullivan 


commented that he “would welcome any type of unbiased, unprejudiced investiga-— 


tion of the way in which the matter has been handled", He added that he did 
"not care to reply or comment on the rantings of a rabble-rousing agitator", 


In Richmond, Virginia, students from Union Theological Seminary, a Southern 
Presbyterian school, joined Negro students picketing a downtown department store 
to protest against segregated eating facilities there, 


White and Negro clergy in Fayetteville, Durham, and Jinston-Salem, North 
Carolina, have expressed sympathy and support for the demonstrations. 


The 165 staff members of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA's Board 
of Christian Education have pledged their moral and financial support to stu- 
dents involved in demonstrations against "white only" sit-down lunch counters. 
The workers have contributed to a fund for students, "to be used wherever the 
courts must protect (their) rights", EPS, Geneva 


in Briel 


Dr, Edwin Dahlberg, president of the National Council of Churches in the 
USA, advocated unity between races and denominations at a public service in 
Little Rock, Arkansas, in spite of a bomb threat and picketing in the Surees 
by segregationist leaders. No bomb was found in the building and threats failed 
to stop the meeting, which was called by the Arkansas Council of Churches. 


a Mt 


The Billy Graham Crusade team reports that about 350,000 people heard the 
American evangelist on his African tour and that 41,000 of these made decisions. 
Dr. Graham conducted rallies in Israel last week, 


ohh bY Say 


The British Council of Churches has published a factual guide and inter- 
pretation dealing with the situation in the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland. 
The writer, the Rev. D. Alan Keighley, joint secretary of the International De- 
partment of the Council, bases his “personal view" on BOC discussion of the Fe- 
deration's problems, The pamphlet, "Review in Central Africa", includes propo- 
sals for the future. 


ee tas 


Archbishop Herman, head of the Orthdox Church of Finland, will retire on 
July 1, The archbishop, who was born in Esthonia in 1878, has served since 1925.6 


EO Ks 


The ordination of the first woman pastor in the Lutheran national Church of 
Sweden will be celebrated on Palm Sunday in the Cathedral of Stockholm and broad= 


Cast on radio and television, 
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Pastor Pierre Bourguet, president of the French Reformed Church, has been 
decorated by King Gustav VI as a Commander in Sweden's Royal Order of the Polar 
Star. The award was conferred at a private audience during a two weeks visit 
to Sweden at the invitation of the Swedish office of cultural relations and the 
French Reformed Church in Stockholm, 


* * 


A third meeting of the international Christian Peace Conference initiated 
by Eastern Buropean Christians has been deferred from April to September, 1960. 
The meeting, to be held in Prague, was postponed because of pressure on hotel 
accommodation. The Information Service of the Czechoslovak Churches comments 
that the September date is also preferable because by then there might be clari- 
fication of the international situation, 


ours ae 


Pastor Martin Niemdller, addressing New York Zionists, declared that recent 
anti-Semitic acts in West Germany showed that the past was not dead. He criti- 
cised the inadequacy of information given to German youth about the crimes of 
the National Socialist regime, 


Gash vn ea 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, has invited the Hcume- 
nical Patriarch of Constantinople, Athenagoras I, to visit England for conver 
sations on doctrine. The last conversation between the two churches took place 
oa 1951. EPS, Geneva 
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American NCC Leaders Repudiate Communism and "Hysteria! 


(New York) - A strongly worded statement endorsed by the heads of 24 member 
churches of the National Council of Churches in the USA reaffirms the Council's 
concern "to combat Communism" and warns against other “efforts, public or pri- 
vate, to subject the churches of America and their representatives to any ordeal 
of suspicion, innuendo and hysteria", 


The issuing of the declaration by the NCC's general secretary, Dr. Roy G. 
Ross, follows several weeks of accusation and reply arising out of the Council's 
denunciation of an Air Force training manual that had accused council leaders 
of pro-communist activity, The US Government withdrew the manual from ciroula- 
tion (see EPS No, 10), but accusations have continued by some American Christian 
groups. 


In a reference to the groups that have madethe charges, the statement 
praises the government's prompt withdrawal of the manualand points out the danger 
of “private malevolence insinuating itself into media operated under government 
sanction", 


The heads of the Council's nine other member denominations who did not sign 
the statement were either away from their offices or abroad. 


The statement was sent to all members of the US Congress. EPS, Geneva 
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Churches Deplore South African Violence 


(Geneva) -— A wave of protest has come from churches in many countries following 
the bloodshed when police fired on African demonstrators who were protesting a- 
gainst the pass laws at Sharpeville and Langa, South Africa, 


The Christian Council of South Africa asked for a prompt government inquiry. 
The Rev. Basil Brown, chairman of the Council's Action Committee, said that 
"large-scale shooting of African men, women and children cannot go unchallenged, 
It is a shock to the Christian conscience of South Africa," 


The Synod of the Dutch Reformed Church in Johannesburg passed a resolution 
expressing "grave concern and regret" at the incidents. 


The Anglican Bishop of Johannesburg, Dr. Ambrose Reeves, early called for 
a judicial inquiry. He afterwards repeated the demand in a statement issued on 
behalf of a multiracial "Committee of Fourteen" opposed to apartheid. 


The statemont cited sworn affidavits made in hospital by victims of the 
shooting at Sharpeville, According to Dr. Reeves the persons interviewed agreed 
with Buropean observers in estimating the crowd of demonstrators at 4,000. The 
South African Government had set the figure at 20,000, 


Two of one hundred affidavits said some African children had thrown stones, 
but other affidavits did not mention this claim. 


Dr. Reeves said the greater proportion of hospital patients under treat— 
ment had been wounded in the back, 


He emphasised that the Committee of Fourteen wanted people overseas to know 
that a growing number of white South Africans were shocked by what occurred. 


In Johannesburg, Chief Rabbi L.I. Rabinowitz voiced the hope that the 
shootings might be a turning point in race relations in South Africa and that 
there would be “a gradual ascent from the depths to which we have now descended, 

| to a healthier relationship more in accordance with Jewish and Christian ethics 
™ and with the will of God", 


First reports from the scene at Sharpeville included descriptions of ‘the 
activity of African Salvation Army workers in uniform, and of an African minister 
of religion, in bringing help to the wounded, 


In England, Christian Action, a movement prominent in previous support 
for protests against South African Government policy, sent money to aid rela- 
» tives and dependents of the shooting victims and called a public meeting in 
» London on March 28, 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, asked all members of the 
Church of England to support an appeal for prayer made by Dr. Joost de Blank, 
the Anglican Archbishop of Capetown. 


In a message sent to a conference being held at Kitwe in Northern Rhodesia 
_ to consider the problems of the Federation of Central Africa, the general secre- 
tary and staff of he World Council of Churches alluded to mounting interracial 
tension in several countries, 


Greeting the Rhodesian meeting, which has been called by the Commission of 

' the Churches on International Affairs, the WCC staff group, led by Dr. W.A. 

Visser 't Hooft, assured the participants of “our prayers for your conference, 
_ convened to face difficult problems at a time of racial tragedy and violence in 
- several parts of the world, which have shocked the churches. Remembering the 
' Evanston conviction that segregation is contrary to the Gospel, we pray for 
Speedy removal of the causes of such affronts to humanity, wherever they occur 
today and for reconciliation and justice" said the message, 
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(The 1954 Evanston Assembly of the World Council of Churches urged the WCC's 
member churches "to renounce all forms of segregation or discrimination and to 
work for their abolition within their own life and within society"). 


In a tekeram addressed to the Archbishop of Durban, Joseph Cardinal Frings, 
Archbishop of Cologne, expresses his horror at the action of the police in south 
Africa, The telegram reads: "“Horrified at bloodshed of defenceless people even 
including women stop I greet you and pray for peaceful solution of the problems 
in South Africa." EPS, Geneva 


More Church Groups Support Negro Action in Us 


(New York) - Two statements by agencies of the Methodist Church endorsing Christ-— 
ian non-violent action by students are amongthe most recent actions supporting 
the "sit-in" demonstration at segregated lunch counters in the southern United 
states. 


The Standing Committee on Student Work of the Methodist Women's Division of 
Christian Service called the demonstrations a "symbol of racial equality" offering 
"to all Christians in this disturbed hour an opportunity for Christian witness". 
At the same time the committee urged every local church to clarify and make un- 
mistakably clear its Christian position on the race issue. 


The Methodist Board of Social and Economic Relations commended participants 
in the demonstrations for "the dignified, non-violent manner in which they have 
conducted themselves". The board also commended "the good professional perfor- 
mance of police forces which have prevented chaos". 


In other action relating to the spreading demonstrations, two hundred stu- 
dents at Yale Divinity School in New Haven, Conn., have held a silent march a- 
round the school's campus, followed by a canvassof local landlords about housing 
bias. The students carried placards supporting the sit-in strikes and opposing 
"discrimination in the South and North", 


Speaking at the dedication of Vanderbilt University Divinity School's new 
million-dollar quadrangle, Dean Liston Pope of Yale Divinity School declared that 
"2 seminary wust be a witness to the total Christian experience on earth" and 
must not be “dominated bythe views that happen to prevail at the moment in its 
own neighbourhood", 


Dean Pope, hitting at the Nashville school's expulsion of divinity student 
James Lawson for his part in Negro demonstrations at white lunch counters (see 
EPS Nos. 11 and 12), said that "I would not be faithful to my own views on the 
race question if I did not say that my presence here is by no means to be con- 
strued as an endorsement of the recent action of the university". But Dean Pope 
added that the opposition of the university students and faculty to the action 
by the Board of Trustees! Ixecutive Committee had preserved the reputation of 
the school “among its sister institutions". 


In San Antonio, Texas, where integrated lunch counter service began without 
incident in late March, the local council of churches reported that a series of 
confidential meetings it initiated were part of the step-by-step planning which 
resulted in an agreement by all commercial establishments to serve Negroes "with 
their regular courtesy". 


Half of the 120 faculty members of Baptist-related Wake Forest College in 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina, have signed a petition urging the local F.W. 
Woolworth store to "serve all customers without reference to race". 


j 


ad 


At Oberlin, Ohio, students of Oberlin College have opened a drive for 
$2,000 to aid 142 Negro students arrested during a sit-in demonstration in Nash— 
ville Tennessee, 


As a result of the Nashville demonstrations, the executive board of the city's 
United Church Women adopted a statement saying, "we commend those who are taking 
a stand for social justice ...,. and we have faith that every church woman will 
support a solution that will give all of our citizens equal dignity as human 
-® beings", EPS, Geneva 


CCIA Appeals to Bisenhower for Atom Test Controls 


(New York) - Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, director of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, in a communication sent to President Eisenhower, has 
urged that the United States should immediately declare its readiness to nego- 
tiate a final treaty on the cessation of nuclear tests where detection is now 
possible and to make formal arrangements for a limited moratorium on underground 
explosions of small nuclear weapons, 


This, the communication stated, should be done on condition that the Soviet 
Union agrees to reasonably adequate provisions for inspection and control in a- 
reas where tests are finally banned and arrangements for international research 
procedures designed to devise methods of inspection and control in areas where 
they do not now exist. 


Dr. Nolde is an associate general secretary ofthe World Council of Churches. 
He has returned to the USA from Geneva, where he conferred with heads of dele- 
gations participating in the conference on cessation of testing. The Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs is a joint agency of the World Council 
of Churches and the International Missionary Council. 


A statement adopted by the World Council of Churches! Executive Committee 
at Buenos Aires early in February urged that a final treaty should be concluded 
to cease nuclear tests where reasonable inspection and control are now possible 
but that a formal agreement should also be negotiated to cease the testing of 
smaller underground weapons,at least for a specified period, on condition that 
arrangements be made for international research to devise methods of inspection 
where that is now impossible, 


The communication to President Eisenhower claimed that "action of this kind, 
which would require further concessions by both sides, will obviously involve 
measurable risks. However, the risks would seem to be reasonable and justified 
because the resulting agreements would have inherent worth, serve as a Signifi:: 
cant prelude to negotiations on verified regulations of armaments and improve 
the possibilities for the growth of the mutual confidence upon which any sub- 
stantial reconciliation of differences must depend. Moreover, these risks must 
pe measured against the risks of failing to reach an agreement on nuclear test-— 
Waal 


The appeal to the President held that the Soviet Union will almost cer- 
tainly not accept a treaty without some agreement on small underground tests. 
"Since many people at home and abroad believe an agreement on nuclear testing 
is of great importance and since a moratorium with an international research 
programme appears reasonable, the United States would be blamed for the failure, 
Right or wrong, it would be charged with blocking a test ban agreement for the 
sole purpose of developing its own arsenal of nuclear weapons. Moreover the 
likelihood of the actual use of such nuclear weapons as may be developed is open 
to question in view of the danger of nuclear escalation. If a treaty on the 


Soci abewh 


Wo. 13 — lst April, 1960 5 


cessation of nuclear testing is not concluded with reasonable permanence the 
developing de facto situation may force the United States into the Soviet pat- 
tern of banning tests, at least certain tests, by declaration or circumstance 


without provision for inspection and control. If this should come to pass, the 


adverse effect upon the United States!’ effort to secure verified regulation of 
armaments cannot be lightly dismissed. If a treaty on the cessation of nuclear 
testing is not concluded with reasonable speed the number of nuclear powers will 
almost surely increase and the process of negotiating a treaty with sufficiently 
trustworthy provisions for inspection and control will become more complex and 
Serr icult." ; EPS, Geneva 


Uruguay's "Christian Academy" Has Busy Summer 
(Montevideo) - A new international Christian academy run for the laity by South 


American YMCAs on ecumenical lines reports active participation in six summer 
meetings. 


Subjects chosen for summer courses at the Aletheia Academy, Pirlapolis, Uru- 
guay, in January and February, included "Christianity and the Philosophy of 
Science", "Painting and Engraving", “Natural Science" (for youth), "Music", 
"Choral Singing and Choir Direction" and "Dances of America". (Aletheia is the 
Greek word for truth). ; 


Participants come largely from campers at the nearby YNCA Family Camp. 
The academy was set up near the camp so that the two could work together. Of 
the 100 people enrolled for the adult courses forty-two were from Argentina and 
fifty-eight from Uruguay. Twenty-six were Roman Catholics, thirty Protestants, 
ten Jewish and the rest without declared religious affiliation. 


The director of the academy, which is a Latin American enterprise inspired 
by experiments for the laity in Europe, is Dr. Fernandez Arlt of the South 
American Federation of YMCAs. The project is being aided by the World Council 
of Churches. EPS, Geneva 


India Rejects Restrictions on Conversions 


(New Delhi) - The Indian Parliament has rejected a private member's bill at- 
tempting to regulate conversion from Hinduism to other religions. 


The measure had been denounced by the Nation Christian Council of India as 
“discriminatory” and ‘contrary to the spirit of the United Nations Declaration 
of Human Rights and the Constitution of India", 


The proposed legislation was also described in parliament by the Indian 
Home Affairs Minister, Mr. B.N. Datar, as unconstitutional. BPS, Geneva 


Archbishop of Canterbury Upholds Conscientious Family Planning 


(London) - Conscientious family planning has been defended by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, who calls it "an evident Christian duty" for parents to be “wise and 
controlled" in planning their families. 


Writing in the Canterbury diocesan bulletin, the Archbishop, Dr. Geoffrey 
Prancis Fisher, said that "it is wise to leave the decision as to what methods 


if are seemly to the conscientious judgment of Christian married people". 


"The important thing”, he said, “is that every church should respect the 


i) honest and sincere opinion of its members and of other churches and not attempt 
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to limit the freedom of others, Christians or non-Christians, to follow where 
their wisdom leads them, If we can thus agree, then Christians can, in full 
harmony, devote their united energies to teaching peovle to resist all tempta- 
tions and allurements to extramarital vice and sin which human nature holds out 
and which in these days are by so many shamelessly exploited," EPS, Geneva 


Church Fights to Preserve East Berlin Parish House 


(Berlin) - Bast Berlin city authorities have announced that they will demolish 
the parish house of St. George as part of a plan to lengthen the showplace Sta- 
linallee thoroughfare. 


Removal of the parish house has been scheduled for April but so far the 
parish has not been given a site for re-erection of the building or any guaran-~ 
tee of compensation, 


The Church of Berlin-Brandenburg has published a communiqué in the morning 
worship of all parishes in Berlin reminding churchgoers that the Church of St, 
George is “an important centre of church life" in East Berlin because it has 
been impossible to rebuild many church properties in the post-war period. 


United services of intercession for the future of the parish have been 
organised on the spot and in other Berlin churches, HPS, Geneva 


Kast German Bishops Condemn Forced Collectivisation 


(Berlin) — Methods used to speed up the Communist Government's policy of col- 
lective farming in Bast Germany (DDR) have drawn a unanimous letter of protest 
from Protestant bishops there, 


The protest was addressed to DDR President Otto Grotewohl and sent to pa- 
rishes throughout East. Germany. . 


"Farmers are being forced against their will to enterthe agricultural co- 
operatives", say the bishops. "The state legal officers, the police and the 
state. security organs are being roped in to exercice economic, political and 
moral pressure on farmers; and then the farmers have to make a written state~ 
ment that they are joining the co-operative ‘of their own accord'," 


The letter goes on to say that this is an infringement of human dignity 
and conscience and the Church cannot remain silent, though the bishops say it 
is not the Church's task to decide on the economic questions involved, only on 
the human factors involved in enforcement of the policy. 


The writers close by asking President Grotewohl to see that peace and human 
dignity are preserved among the German people, (see page 10 for full text) 


The German Evangelical Church of the Union also voiced "serious anxiety" 
over implementation of the DDR farm policy at the March meeting of its Council. 


A communiqué addressed to pastors of the EKU in East Germany urged them to 
support their members with God's Word "so that they do not give way to fatigue, 
despair and unbelief, but remain loyal to their Protestant faith in spite of the 
Change in their conditions, and live like Christians", 


The EKU includes the churches of Berlin—Brandenburg, Pomerania, Silesia; 
the Province of Saxony, Westphalia and the Rhineland, 


In a reply to the letter from the East German bishops, Herr Werner Bggerath, 
Secretary of State for Religious Affairs in the DDR, admitted that there were 
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bound to be problems in implementing collectivisation. He insisted that the pro- 
blems were being solved —- and in the farmers! interests, Herr Eggerath stressed 

that the principle of voluntary membership was “an essential part of our govern- 

mentts policy", 


A leading article in the East Berlin wublication "Neue Zeit", which sympa- 
thises with the DDR Government, approves the new agrarian policy as a form of 
economic organisation “in which the Christian life can be lived better than under 
a system of private farm ownership". The paper quotes the views of some pastors 
who back the policy. 


The Roman Catholic "Petrusblatt" and other papers also protest. Referring 
to government officials “Petrusblatt" says "they proclaim the separation of 
Church and state. They are consistently eradicating all Christian thought from 
the state", the paper says, "but when it suits them they don't shrink from roping 
in religion to support their own political purposes and quoting ‘Christians! who 
aistort the words of Christ", EPS, Geneva 


French Protestant Teachers Oppose Aid to Private Schools 


(Paris) —- The Protestant Teachers! Association of France has calleda new law 
that provides state subsidics for approved private schools “unacceptable”. 


In a statement dissociating itsclf from the spirit of the now law, which 
the French parliament passed last December, the Protestant cducators reiterate 
iheir support for the principle that “lay schooling" should be the only kind 
eligible for state aid. 


They say that it “offers a sure guarantee of liberty of conscience and 
creates a climate favouring national unity", 


Dissent from the new law is based by the teachers on their claim that "it 
Bives de facto privilege only to the Roman Church, runs the risk of extending 
the ‘school conflict! to every local community where there is a denominational 
school" and puts state funds too directly in the power of private or diocesan 
school authorities, 


The statement also objects to the factthat payment of salaries to ordained 
teachers involves the state in remuneration of people who are responsible for 
conducting religious services, 


The French system of "lay schooling" has been in existcnce for about 70 
years and is generally supported by French Protestants, although there are a 
few Protestant schools and colleges in the country, EPS, Geneva 


German Youth Build Children's Home for Norway 


nee 


(Serlin) - A "workshop" for occupational therapy of mentally retarded children 
haS been built by a 30-member team of German youth and opened at Borkenes, near 
Narvik, Norway. 


The 7-month building operation is part of the activity of the German "Sthne- 
zeichen" (reparation) movement, which aims to give young Germans the chance to 
take part in constructive acts of reconstruction, reconciliation and understand-— 
ing in areas occupied by German forces in World War II. 


Dr, Lothar Kreyssig, then president ofthe Synod of the Evangelical Church 
in Germany (EKD), in 1958 urged German youth to share in the task of "Sthhne- 
zeichen", 


) No. 13 — 1st April, 1960 S 


The new workshop provides farm facilities for the children and makes the 
institution eligible for state subsidy and furthcr enlargement. 


A second team from the German organisation will now begin building of a 
chapel at Hammerfest, also in Norway. BPS, Geneva 


in Brief 


Four Hungarian theological students have been expelled from the Luthcran 
theological academy in Budapest by Bishop Zoltan Kaldy, The expulsion was at the 
request of the state which charged that the students! parents had been implicated 
in the Hungarian national uprising of 1956. 
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The Hanover YMCA is arranging a tour to Isracl next autumn for a group of 
thirty-five visitors. The group includes churchmen, students, schoolboys and 
girls, youth in business, engineers, secretaries, housewives and representatives 
of the city of Hanover and the Hducation Ministry of Lower Saxony. 


Be ae 


Nr, Mathew S. Ogawa was honoured in larch in Tokyo by thc staff of the Ja- 
penese National Christian Council's Audiovisual Centre, AVACO, The occasion was 
the tenth anniversary of his appointment as executive director of AVACO. 


ihe ey 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, speaking in Ireland on 
the place of women in the Church said that although women played an enormous 
part in the Church's life it did not follow that they should be priests. "I am 
quite sure that any Church which was rash enough to ordain women to the priest— 
hood is wrong", he said and pointed out that all things which are lawful may not 
be expedient. 

x 


The National Council of Churches in the USA has protestcd against the 20~ 
year sentence imposed by a Shanghai court on Roman Catholic Bishop James Edward 
| Walsh for alleged seditious activity (see EPS No. 12). Tho Council's statement, 
) signed by its president, Dr. Edwin T, Dahlberg, expresses love and concern for 
the bishop and says the “action on the part of the Red China authoritics is re- 
newed evidence of the fact that Communism stands in fear of intellectual and re- 
ligious freedoms, and is therefore determined to stamp out tho last vestige of 
mB religious liberty on the earth". 


Tat wale Seay 


The Methodist Church in Korea, with a membership of about 45,500 and a con- 
 stituency of 109,000, in the third week of March celebrated the 75th anniversary 
} Of the coming of the first American Methodist missionaries to Korea. 
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; A national conference on Children and Youth called at Washington this week 
_ by President Eisenhower and attended by 7,000 participants was addressed by Dr. 
| Roswell P. Barnes, executive secretary of the World Council of Churches in the 
USA, the Rev. Philip Potter, WCC Youth Department executive secretary, Dr. Edwin 
_Espy, associate gencral secretary of the National Council of Churches, and Dean 
j liston Pope of Yale Divinity School. The meeting was attcnded and led by cduca- 
| tors, labour leaders, medical doctors, social scicntists and othcr experts. 
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The Assemblies of God, a Pentecostal denomination with headquarters in 
Springfield, Missouri, USA, aims to open a new church for each of the 366 days 
of 1960. The group has averaged the formation of 290 new congregations every 


year for the last five years, 
x 


The fathers of the Jesuit faculties of Philosophy and Theology at Heythrop 
College, near Oxiord, England, have begun publication, with the Oxford publishers 
B.H. Blackwell, of a select annotatcd list of British books on philosophy and 
theology. The list, which is to cover 1958 and 1959 and will be supplemented 
quarterly, is meant to be a British contribution to an eventual international 
theological bibliography covering works appearing in many countries. The list 
appears in "The Heythrop Journal", a new publication giving attention to ecu- 
menical questions. 

* 


A report by the Indian government recommending compulsory teaching of moral 
and spiritual values in all schools and colleges in the country has been conm- 
mended by the National Christian Council in an editorial in its official jour- 
nal, "The National Christian Council Review", The editorial pointed out that a 
knowledge of the faith of their non-Christian friends on the part of Christian 
youth people "may help to break the isolation in which the Christian community 
has lived too long". The editorial added that "the system of instruction ad- 
vocated in the report will make it possible for many non-Christians for the 
first time to learn something about the Christian faith and the Bible". 

BPS, Geneva 
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Document . 


A Letter from the East German Bishops (or their representatives) 


to President Grotewohl of the People's Republic (DDR) 


The letter, dated March 11, protests against methods used to induce farmers to 
join agricultural collectives. 


Dear President Grotewohl, 


In view of certain measures and methods employed in connection with the so- 
cialisation of agriculture, and in our anxiety about the people living in agri- 
cultural districts, we feel compelled to place the following considerations be- 
fore you. 


It is not the Church's task to make decisions about economic questions 
connected with socialisation, But we are constantly receiving such distressing 
reports from our pastors and from church-members concerning the methods which 
are being used to force farmers to join agricultural collectives, that for the 
sake of human beings we cannot romain silent, 


It would take us too far aficld to duscribe these methods in detail. But 
it is a fact that farmcrs are being forced against their will to enter the 
agricultural co-operatives; the state legal officers, the police and the state 
Security organs are being roped in to exercise economic, political and moral 
pressure on farmers. And then the farmers have to make a written statement 
that they are joining the co-operative ‘of their own accord!, This is an in- 
fringement of human dignity and conscience, What can be expected of people 
who are broken by fear and despair, who accept their new position with-resig-— 
nation and go to work with bitterness in their hearts? 


It is in your power to put a stop to such methods and to maintain respect 
for genuine convictions and for the voluntary principle of free decision, as 
confirmed at the 7th Congress of the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity 
Party. It is a violation of conscicnce to compel people to state that they 
have taken a step of their own accord, when in reality they have been farced to 
take it. 


At a time when international peace is at stake we earncestly implore you to 
do your utmost to ensure that peace is not endangered among our people. The de- 
Sire to do constructive work in our country will remain alive only if human 
dignity is preserved. 


Yours respectfully, 


Bishop Moritz Mitzenheim of the Church of Thuringia, 

Dr. Waldemar Schrdter, President of the Church of Anhalt, 

Bishop Gottfried Noth of the Church of Saxony, 

Dr. Kurt Scharf, President of the Church of Berlin—Brandenburg, 

Dr. Hans-Joachim Frankel, Oberkonsistorialrat of the Church of Silesia, 

Dr. Heinz Fleischhack, Konsistorialrat of the Church of Saxony, 

Dr. Niklot Beste, Bishop of Mocklenburg, 

Dr, Willy WoOlke, Vice-President ofthe Church of Pomerania. 

EPS, Geneva 
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Church Concern Spreads Over South Africa 


(Johannesburg) - An appeal launched by Dr. Ambrose Reeves, Anglican Bishop of 
Johannesburg, calls for food, clothing and money to aid victims of the shooting 
by police in Sharpeville. (see EPS No. 13) 


The drive by fourteen organisations to assist the Africans and their de- 
pendents, includes an estimated target of between «7,000 and «8,000 ($19,600 
and $22,400) for legal defence. 


A statement by the bishop makes four points arising out of a survey made by 
firms of lawyers at the request of the Consultative Committee of the Fourteen 
Organisations (in South Africa) of which he is chairman. 


"Pirstly, proper methods must be used in the future to control crowds with- 
out this terrible danger to life;. 


"Secondly, the time has come in South Africa when a clear distinction must 
be made between the functions of an army and those of a police force; 


"Thirdly, as we have maintained for a long time, the crux of many of our 
problems here is the entire lack of consultation between those in authority and 
the responsible leaders of the African people; 


“POULtTHLY, 26 Le. OUr contention that the South African Government has shown 
no knowledge of the true state of affairs at Sharpeville and Langa, by claiming 
that these disturbances were an attempt at organised revolt." 


The statement goes on to say “we are deeply concerned that the authorities 
have shown no sense of contrition at what has happened and continually attempt 
to justify the action taken", 


Alarm has been expressed by leaders of missions and of the English-speaking 
churches of South Africa at the government's detention of ex-chief Albert Luthuli, 
the leader of the African National Congress. They warn that immobilisation of 
Luthuli, who is a declared advocate of non-violent action, might play into the 
hands of extremists who plan violent demonstrations. Ex-chief Luthuli, a Con- 
gregationalist, has repeatedly based his stand on Christian conviction. 


From the Netherlands come reports that member churches of the Dutch Ecume- 
nical Council plan to send a letter\of protest against racial discrimination in 
south Africa to the South African churches. 


In Utrecht Protestant leaders explained that the step was necessary in view 
of the fact that the largest church in South Africa is officially called the 
Dutch Reformed Church and leaders in the Netherlands had to dissociate themselves 
from any suggestion of support for policies of segregation and discrimination. 


A meeting at Yestminster called by Christian Action and supported by a crowd 
of more than 2,000 people sent messages of admiration and sympathy to South 
African leaders including Dr. Reeves, the Anglican Archbishop of Capetown (Dr. 
Joost de Blank), ex-chief Albert Luthuli and author Alan Paton. The meeting 
also sent a message to Dr, Hendrik Verwoerd, South African premier, seeking aban- 
donment of the policy of apartheid. 
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Other speakers at the meeting included Father Trevor Huddleston, Anglican 
priest of the Community of the Resurrection, who served the Parish of Sophia- 
town near Johannesburg before his return to England and columnist William Connor 
("Cassandra") of the London “Daily Mirror". 
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Mr,Connor said that the Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa carried weight 
in the country and seemed to be modifying its views about the way to face the 
race problem. ; BPS, Geneva 


American YMCAs Intensify Youth Exchange with Russia 


(New York) — American YMCAs have been asked to explore exchange of professional 
youth workers between the USSR and the USA. 


The request came from the Committee of Youth Organisations of the Soviet 
Union following an exchange of visits between a ten-man team of YMCA members 
from the USA and ten young Russians, 


Other travellers in both directions also made contacts under the scheme, 
which was approved by the USSR and US governments, 


The American YMCA movement has set up a committee for East-West relations 
to guide future visits and set directives for the proposed exchange of profes-— 
Sional youth leaders, 


The committee suggested a search for "mutual interests", but “with full re- 
cognition of the differencesor even contradictions in the cultures they repre- 
sent", The youth workers will look for useful ideas inthe methods of youth work 
used in each country. 
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When student delegations go they will be asked to look for formative in- 
fluences on youth's attitude to work, religion, culture and the nation. 


The YMCAs in America plan to use lessons learned from the exchanges in 
drawing up future programies, 


A group of Russians will arrive in New York on April 15 and an American 
team leaves for Moscow on May 15. BPs, Geneva 


Kentucky Southern Baptists Seek Co-operation 


(Louisville) -~ Southern Baptists in Kentucky have taken the initiative in. sug- 
gesting an annual conference in that state between evangelical churches, Roman 
Catholics and Jewish leaders to face "matters which vitally affect church-state 
relationships, particularly in the field of education and health", 


The step marks thefirst lead of its kind ever given by a Southern Baptist 
group. 


The resolution calling for the setting-up of the conference deplores "the 
mounting tensions in public affairs as religious groups bring their often di- 
vergent policies and practices to bear upon public life". 


Southern Baptists in the United States are usually reluctant to become in- 
volved in Christian co-operative ventures. EPS, Geneva 


Baptist Church Reopened in Madrid 
(Madrid) - Two Spanish Baptist pastors and a few church members have reopened 
the Third Baptist Church in Nadrid with police permission. 


The building had been sealed by the authorities since September 1958, 


The pastor, the Rev. José Nunez, received a suspended two months prison 
sentence last October for having removed seals after a previous closing as long 
ago as 1956, but the present unsealing follows police consent. 

The Southern Bavtist Convention in the United States, which is linked with 
the Baptist churches in Spain, owns the reopened property, HPS, Geneva 


’ 


Lutherans Chart Study of Roman Catholicism 

(Porto Alegre, Brazil) — Plans fora detailed study of contemporary Roman Catho— 
licism by the Lutheran World Federation have been approved by the LWF Executive 
Committee, meeting in Porto Alegre, liarch 20 — 25. (see EPS No. 8) 


Professor K.E. Skydsgaard, on leave from the University of Copenhagen, will 
lead research for the next few years asthe first stage in establishing an inde- 
pendent research foundation for detailed study of other Christian confessions. 


The announcement of the study says Professor Skydsgaard will concentrate 
on “Roman Catholicism as it appears in contemporary theology and church life" 
and write a book on the "controversial problems which are especially discussed 
in the theology of the Reformation". 


The LWF's Special Commission on Inter-Confessional Research reported that 
“within this framework Professor Skydsgaard will use some time for studying the 
problem of Scripture and tradition, especially in view of recent developments 
in Mariology and other problems, Since he is also the chairman of the Commis-— 
sion on Tradition and Traditions in the Commission on Faith and Order of the 
_ World Council of Churches," the report says, "Professor Skydsgaard!s contribution 
‘will at this point also be of specific importance for ecumenical work." 
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The Danish expert will travel to important Roman Catholic centres, including 
Rome, where he will “enlarge his experience through personal contacts and will 
also give some specific consideration to the Pope's plans to call an ‘ecumeni- 
ear council", 


Professor Skydsgaard is being asked to investigate sources of friction on 
the mission field. He will make this part of the inquiry in co-operation with 
the Lutheran World Federation's Commission on World Mission, 


: As part of a long-range attempt to involve younger theologians in the study, 
Professor Skydsgaard will run a graduate seminar on the Council of Trent for 
Scandinavian graduate students in the summer, 


He will also develop a library in the Ecumenical Institute of the Universi- 
ty of Copenhagen, of which he is director. It will be transferred to the per- 
manent foundation for interconfessional studies when the site has been fixed, 
probably after the LWF's Helsinki Assembly in 1963, 


The lutheran World Federation will seek $25,000 a year for the project un- 
til 1963 from outside its normal budget. (see also EPS No. 8) 


During its Porto Alegre sessions the LWF executive admitted three younger 
churches into membership of the Federation: the 22,000-member Lutheran Church 
of Central Tanganyika, the 28,000—-member Usambara-Digo Lutheran Church in the 
same country, and the 4,500-member Taiwan Lutheran Church on the island of 
Formosa. 


Their acceptance brings the Federation's roll of affiliated churches to 
64 in 34 countries, representing a combined membership of nearly 50,000,000 of 
' the estimated 71,000,000 Lutherans in the world, EPS, Geneva 


Christian Disunity in Israel Under Pire 
(iunich) ~ An officer of the Intcrnational Hebrew Christian Alliance has called 
division among Christian missions in Israel "a sad story". 


In a speech made at iiunich, Germany, Pastor H.D. Leuner of London, Huropean 
Secretary of the organisation, declared: "All the division and disunity of our 
churches finds expression in Israel," 


He referred to “unfortunate confessionalism* and disunity inside the 
thirty-five different Catholic missionary orders and the Protestant denominations, 


. According to Pastor Leuner Roman Catholics now have 38 mission schools in 
Israel and Protestants twelve. 


"The 300 to 400 Jewish Christians living in Israel must pay the price for 
the deplorable conditions existing in the Christian missions," he said. 
EPS, Geneva 


DDR Bishop Seeks Frank Talks with State 


(Dresden, East Germany) - Bishop Gottfried Noth of the iwangelical Church in 
Saxony (DDR) has urged that the door be kept open for frank talks with the 
country's Communist political leaders. 


He described such conversations as the only way to overcome misunderstand— 
Sings “even if they do not always produce practical results or eliminate dif- 
ferences of opinion". 


The bishop told his synod that church-state relations are made worse be- 
Hcause the Church's stand is often misinterpreted as political action. He point- 
@d out that Christian decisions are based on something quite different from po- 
litical expediency, propaganda or tactics, 


"The Church's aims are not political," Bishop Noth Said; “they are the re=- 
sult of its obedience to God." 


He went on to say that this way of thinking was epee alien to people who 
regard God as a figment of imagination and this made the struggle for a basis of 
frank discussion all the more difficult. EPS, Geneva 


French Reformed Church Defends "Lay Schooling" 


(Paris) —- The National Council of the Reformed vhurch has come out strongly in 
favour of keeping state aid in France confined to non=-church schools, 


The church's stand follows controversy over the government's legislation in 
favour of state aid to church schools, which had already been opposed by French 
Protestant schoolteachers as a denial of the state's policy of "confessional 
neutrality" in education, (see EPS No, 13) 


The church's statement supported Pastor Mare Boegner, president of the 
French Provestant Federation, who had earlier doclared:; "The greater part of 
French Protestantism supports the principle of lay schooling, seeing in it the 
guarantee of religious liberty and certain essential values included within 
that liberty.” 


The French Reformed Church's council pointed out “dangers” to religious 
liberty and to "harmony in the schools" arising from Roman Catholic teaching 
about the instruction of the young. The Protestant church cited especially 
article 1374 of Roman Catholic Canon Law, which says: 


"Catholic children shall not attend schools that are non-Catholic, con- 
fessionally neutral or of mixed religious composition - that is to say those 
that are also open to non-Catholic pupils. It is the exclusive province of the 
diocesan bishop to determine, in accordance with the instructions of the Aposto-~ 
lic See, under what circumstances and with what safeguards attendance at these 
schools may be permitted,in such a manner as to avoid perversion of the child~ 
ren's faith," 


The French Reformed Church also said it “would see the same dangers in 
setting up official schools under the jurisdiction of a state whose ideology 
was a threat to religious liberty or liberty of opinion", 


Pointing out that the Reformed churches in France had never sought subsidies 
for Protestant schools, the statement said the churches "do not require of their 
members that they send their children to Protestant institutions", 


In a closing section the Reformed Church's council says that its position 
is not necessarily valid for other countries and other Christians. 


“Under differing political and religious circumstances," says the state— 
ment, "a genuine pluralism in education, recognised and upheld by the state, 
does not necessarily constitute a threat to the liberty of citizens, to harmony 

' in the schools and to the neutral attitude of the state, It might even guaran- 
tee then." EPS, Geneva 


p In Brief 


The tenth Baptist World Congress in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, June 26 — July 
3, will draw together 20,000 baptists from 106 countries. The Baptist World 
Alliance announces that 40 Australian Baptists have already left Australia by 
ship on their way to the meeting, 


The Fricnds Yorld Committee (Quakers) reports an increase in Quaker world 
membership of 19,000 in the last ten years. The present world figure stands at 
194,862. 


en: 


Twenty-nine French-speaking groups in the Polynesian Islands have combined 
to form a 3,000—member Polynesian Alliance of YlCAs affiliated with the Central 


Committee of the French YMCA. 
x * 


Pentecostal groups in Italy, with an estimated total constituency of 
100,000 adherents, have been officially recognised by the Italian Government as 
"The Assemblies of God in Italy". Their new legal status gives them the right 


to own land and buildings. 
* * 


Representatives of churches in a number of countries that have been theo- 
logically influenced by the Dutch thinker Jacobus Arminius will celebrate the 
400th anniversary of his birth with a series of lectures in Leyden and Amster- 
dam, August 4 - 6, 1960. 

* * 

Archbishop Iakovos of the Greek Orthodox Church in North and South America 
has recommended the establishment of a parochial nursery school in every parish 
of the church in the USA to ensure religious training of young children. 


* * 


The Overseas Mission Society within the Protestant Dpisconal Church (Ang- 
lican) in the USA has initiated a full-time programme "to prepare laymen going 
abroad in secular service to be more sensitive and effective representatives of 
the Christian Faith". The new project, to be called Laymen International, is 
financed by an anonymous gift of $20,000 and will be directed by Honolulu-born 


Episcopal priest Samuel Van Culin, 
* * 


"Canadian Bible Society, Auxiliary of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety" is the new name of the former british and Foreign Bible Socicty in Cana- 
da, The Canadian socicty with 3,500 local branches in the Dominion, is the 
third largest in the world and distributes over 300,000 scriptures in 75 langua- 
ges in Canada every year. In 1959 it sent $457,000 to assist Bible distribution 


OVErseas. 
se 


A plea for the payment of higher wages to non-white employees in South 
Africa has been made vy the Rev. A.il. Heiring, moderator of the General Synod 
of the Nederduitse Gercformeerde Kerk in the Transvaal. Writing in Die Kerk- 
bode, the church's official organ, Mr, ieiring says "there arc public bodies, 
like municipalities, which could sct the right example. The same must be done 
in private homes, in shops and on farms”, he adds, 


at iG 


The Paptist Union of Pakistan has withdrawn from church union negotiations 
for a United Church of Pakistan, The Baptists have based their withdrawal on 
_ the need to preserve liberty of conscience about adult believers! baptism for 
those christened as infants, alleged ambiguity in sections of the plan on mi- 
'nistry and church government, and the danger of creating “another denomination" 
'in East Pakistan, where the Baptist churches work. 
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CIMADE, the French ecumenical inter-—church aid agency, has commended a 
plan for fasting and prayer on Good Friday to aid uprooted populations in Al- 
geria. The idea, promoted in some of the parishes of the French Reformed 
Church, calls for an all-day fast and an offering, with prayer for Algeria, 


of money saved. 
Mite oy 


The Protestant men's community of Taizé, in France, has announced plans 
for the inauguration of ecumenical meetings this summer at the conference 
centre it has erected in the nearby village of Cormatin (see EPS No. 45, 1959). 
Among confcrences listed for July, August and September are two camps for Kuro- 
pean Christian youth and a meeting on the problems posed for the ecumenical 
movement by denominationalism. EPS, Geneva 
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Three Women Ordained Priests in Sweden 


(Stockholm) — Three women have been ordained pastors of the Swedish Lutheran 
State Church for the first time in its history. (see EPS No. 5) 


The consecration ceremonies signalled the beginning of a boycott of all 
their clerical activities in some dioceses of the church, which has split over 
the issue since the decision to ordain them taken two years ago by the church's 
General Assembly, 


The three new ministers are: Dr. Margit Sahlin, 46, doctor of philosophy 
and bachelor of divinity, a member of the Central Committee of the World Council 
of Churches and director, since 1950, of St. Catherine's Foundation, an insti- 
tute for training women church workers. She received her priest's certificate 
from Archbishop Gunnar Hultgren, of Upsala, the primate of the church, at a 
ceremony in the St. Catherine's Foundation} 


Klisabeth Djurle, 50, a student counselor at the University of Upsala and 
parish worker at a church in Stockholm, which she will now serve in her new ca- 
pacity. She was ordained by the Bishop of Stockholm in rites at the Stockholm 
Cathedral; 


Deaconess Ingrid Persson, 47, a teacher at a church college for deaconesses 
for many years. She was ordained in the cathedral of Ha&rntUsand by the Bishop 
of Hirndsand and will serve a parish in that diocese, 
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Opposition to the ordination of women has been spearheaded by Bishop Bo 
Giertz of Gdteborg, who has announced a 17—point boycott programme and advised 
his followers to refuse to take part in services conducted by women ministers. 

BPS, Geneva 


Quaker Editor Clashes with Moral Re-armament 


(London) — An editorial in the British Quaker weekly "The Friend" criticises the 
Moral Re-armament movement for using the name of the celebrated Quaker William 
Penn in a pamphlet attacking political co-existence between Russia and the West. 


Editor Bernard Canter, describing the MRA publication "Ideology and Co- 
existence", which has been circulated in millions of copies, says that although 
Quakers apart from Penn are not mentioned in the pamphlet, "if they had been, 
the writers of this anti-Communist manifesto would surely have identified us 
Quakers as leaguers with Satan. For", he continues, "they have hinted as much 
of the American Methodists for having produced proposals for total world dis- 
armament, the admission to the United Nations of the People's Republic of China, 
an end to conscription, curtailment of civil defence, and the establishment of 
Berlin as a free city under UN supervision." 


The editorial says "the pamphlet condemns all efforts at political peace-— 
making and efforts at reconciliation between East and West as displeasing to 
God. And Friends are constantly encouraging, and even themselves making, such 
efforts." 


Bernard Canter goes on to object especially to use of the name of William 
Penn, 17th Century Quaker who founded Pennsylvania. The pamphlet claims that 
"William Penn put the alternative of Moral Re-armament or Communism clearly 
when he said: 'Men must choose to be governed by God, or they condemn themselves 
to be ruled by tyrants'". 


The Quaker editor objects: "But all the argument in this pamphlet is tied 
to two assumptions - that God and anti-Communism are synonymous terms, and that 
governance of the world by God and MRA are also synonymous terms, 


“In this setting, therefore ....", continues Bernard Canter, "our beloved 
Founding Father becomes transmuted, and stands before us (and before the at 
least two hundred million citizens of various countries who have seen or will 
see this pamphlet) in a new guise, as a prophet looking ahead, from his far 
country which knew neither MRA nor Communism, and telling us to choose one and 
eschew the other," EPS, Geneva 


Former Priests Join French Reformed Church 


(Geneva) - According to the World Presbyterian Alliance more than 40 former 
Roman Catholic priests are now ministers or lay members of the French Reformed 
Church, 


Another 12 are reported active in other Protestant churches, while some 
have entered the Orthodox and Old Catholic Churches. 


Twenty ex-priests, meeting in early April at Séte, France, estimated that 
more than 1,000 priests have left the Roman Catholic Church in France since 
World War II. They said that greater numbers had left it in Italy and a smaller 
group in *pain. 


The Sete meeting was called by French Reformed leaders to help the ex- 
priests adjust to their new way of life. Former priests in the French Reformed 


Church are organised for aid to those who leave the Church of Rome and "border 
_ Crossing" ex-—priests from Italy and Spain. 
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The group also advises the French church on contacts with Roman Catholicism, 


Participants in the Séte meeting included the Rev. Pierre Bourguet, presi- 
dent of the National Council of the French Reformed Church, and the Rev. Marcel 
Pradervand, general secretary of the World Presbyterian Alliance, 

EPS, Geneva 


Germ Warfare Opposed 


(Frederick, Md.) - Thirty US theological professors and students joined in a 
Vigil and Appeal last weekend at Frederick, Md., USA, protesting against the 
preparation for germ warfare, 


They stood silently for ten hours each day in front of the entrance to 
Fort Detrick, where germs and toxins for germ warfare are being made and stock- 
piled. A nearby sign proclaimed "An Appeal to Stop Preparation for Germ War- 
fare". 


The protest was part of the vigil which has continued for ten hours each 
day since July 1, 1959 and has drawn nearly 1,000 participants. More than half 
of the participants to date have come from the historic peace churches: the 
Society of Friends (Quakers), the Church of the Brethren, and the Mennonites, 
although other major Protestant denominations have also been represented, 


The call to theological seminary faculty and students to participate said, 
"We know that there are many ways to work for peace, but we also know that the 
time has come for men to stand up and be counted, Nothing short of a mighty 
upsurge of conscience can turn the accustomed habits of men and governments 
from war to peace we." 


- It was issued by Dr. Paul Deats, Jr., associate professor of Religion in 
Higher Education at Boston University school of Theology; Dr. Norman kK. Gott-— 
wald, professor of Old Testament at Andover Newton Theological School; Dr. 

John Oliver Nelson, Professor of vhristian Vocation at Yale Divinity School; 
and Dr. Montgomery J. Shroyer, professor of New Testament at Wesley Theological 
Seminary. EPS, Geneva 


Unity Moves in French-Speaking West Africa 


(Yaounde, Cameroun) -— lioves are being made within the Evangelical Federation of 
Cameroun and Equatorial Africa to decentralise its work. 


Proposals for dividing the work of the Federation into national Christian 
councils within the newly autonomous French-speaking territories in Africa will 
come before the Federation's council in 1961. 


| The aim of the re-grouping will be to set up Christian bodies that can ne- 
gotiate readily with all the governmentsin the area, 


Statutes have been drawn up for the new Yaounde theological faculty for 
French-speaking West Africa, which will have seven professors and operate with 
the aid of the Theological Bducation Fund of the International lissionary 
Council. (see EPS No. 36, 1959) 


The new faculty is seeking »elationship with the Faculty of Theology of 
the University of Geneva and will train ministers for Protestant churmes from 
Senegal to the Congo. Classes will begin in November 1961. EPS, Geneva 


- 
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UBS Reports Bible Translation Progress 


(London) - The United Bible Societies report that the total number of languages 
in which some part of the Bible had been published by January 1, 1960, was 
#151. 


The whole Bible has been published in 219 languages, a complete New Testa- 
ment in an additional 271 languages, and at least one complete book of the Bible 
in a further 661 languages. 


During 1959 complete Bibles were printed for the first time in Lushai and 
Gurmukhi Punjabi (both spoken in India) and in Mende (spoken in Sierra Leone). 


In the same year, the complete New Testament was published for the first 
time in Beti (Cameroun) , Totonac (liexico) and Gangte (Assam and Burma). 
EPS, Geneva 


Churches Active in Kuwait 
(Kuwait) - Christian activity in predominantly Moslem Kuwait is on the increase. 


A report from the Near East Christian Council on existing Christian work 
in Kuwait points out that "in the year 1932, the first church was built and has 
been worshipped in continuously by an Arabic language congre ation". Impetus 
for the church came from missions of the Reformed Church in America, which has 
worked in Kuwait since 1909. 


The church is related with other churches in a loose organisation known as 
The Church of Christ in the Arabian Gulf. 


According to the Near ast Christian vouncil spokesman, until 1953 the Ro- 
man Catholic Church worshipped in the sanctuary of the Church of Christ in Ku- 
wait, but afterwards the Roman Catholics found other accommodation and are now 
building a cathedral in the town of Kuwait. liost of the Roman Catholics in the 
area are Goanese or Palestinian, 


Freedom to worship has always been granted to the churches in Kuwait, but 
freedom to evangelise rests only with the Church of Christ, owing to its mis— 
sionary character and its former links with the Reformed Church Arabian Missions 


| 


Other congregations worshipping in the Church of Christ include the Nar 
Thoma and Syrian Orthodox churches of Malabar, the Armenian Orthodox Church, 
the Assyrian Church and an Pnglish-language group with worship alternating 
among Anglicans, Presbyterians, hethodists and other groups having ministers in 
the community. 


The Near East Christian Council's report was issued after claims had been 
made last month that an Orthodox Coptic church to be erected there was the first 
centre of Christian worship to be permitted in the area. (see also EPS No. 9) 

EPS, Geneva 


Swiss Government Donates ilk Supplies 
(Bern) - The Swiss government has announced it will make available to the Vorld 
Council of Churches 15 tons of powdered whole milk for relief distribution, 


The gift is part of a total of 450 tons valued at some 2,000,000 Swiss 
francs (US$465 ,000) which the Swiss government will turn over to welfare agen- 
Cies, Of this amount 350 tons will go to UNICEF (the United Nations Children's 
Emergency Fund). 


The donation marks the first time the Swiss government has made available 
surplus agricultural commodities for relief work. The initial grant is ap- 
roximately one third of projected donations valued at 6,000,000 Swiss francs, 
0 be given over the next two years. 
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' In Geneva, a "CC spokesman said the gift to the Council will be distributed 
to needy in Morocco by the ll-member international EIRENE team, a service or- 
ganisation of young Christian pacifists working in the country under WCC aus- 
pices. He said funds to finance shipping of the milk have already been assured 
from the “Bread for the World" canpaign of the German churches, 


WCC arrangements for securing the milk were made through HEKS, the service 
agency of the Swiss Evangelical Churches, EPS, Geneva 


Churches Ask Aid to Help Negroes 


(Andalusia, Ala.) - A challenge to US Southern church leaders to join ranks with 
Negro students in their fight against discrimination was issued last week by 

the Rev. Dr. Truman B, Douglass, executive vice-president of the Board of Home 
Missions of the Congregational Christian Churches. 


Speaking in the heart of Alabama's segregationist belt, Dr. Douglass told 
a meeting of representatives of about 200 all-white churches that "The Church 
ought to be on their side (that of the student demonstrators). It ought to 
support and encourage their rebellion." 


"A church that is alert to its task will frequently find itself making 
alliances with the rebels, insurgents, the non-conformists in our society," Dr, 
Douglass said. "The world ca:not survive a perpetuation of interracial injustice 
and an intensification of interracial strife." 
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Dre Douglass! address, one of the sharpest attacks heard br a white South- 
ern church group in recent years, was delivered before the South-East convention 
of his denomination, 


It came as a growing number of US church groups went on record in support 
of the Negro and white student “sit-down demonstrations" »wrotesting against se-— 
gregation in public eating places, 


In New York, the Rev. Dr. Edwin T, Dahlberg, president of the National 
Council of Churches, sent a pastoral letter to the NCC's 33 member churches 
asserting that the demonstrations are “an expression of just and righteous in- 
dignation against laws and tradition which violate human personality". 


ee ee, ee eee 


He called upon miiisters and laymen of the churches to adopt "a bold posi- 
tion of leadership in the struggle for justice in every area of the nation, 
whether in the immediate communitics involved or in more distant places". 


Members of the Protestant Episcopal Church were also called upon by their 
denominational leaders to "support, encourage, or initiate comnunity efforts at 
conversation and conciliation" to help resolve the issue, In a background paper 
issued as a guide to interpretation of the strikes, the church urged its mem- 
bers "to understand and support fellow Christians involved in crisis situations" 
and to “commend and support merchants and community leaders who attempt to find 
just solutions to problems". 


The General Brotherhood Board of the Church of the Brethren also commended 
use of non-violence to remove discrimination as "an appropriate Christian wit- 
ness for those whose consciences so lead them", when honest discussion and ne- 
gotiations have failed to effect needed changes, 


It urged "all Christians to examine their own consciences and practices re—- 
lating to racial and cultural issues and to support, as they can, peaceful non- 
violent methods for achieving justice and reconciliation", 
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The American Baptist Home Missions Societies adopted a resolution scoring 
"denials of justice to Negroes ..." and compared students who have been arrested 
for 'civil disobedience! in the strikes to the “prophets and martyrs who in Bi- 
blical and Christian history have stood in courage against popular opinion and, 
if necessary, against unjust rule". 


"Wherever segregation appears," the board said ™,.. there is a denial of 
Christian loave and justice and of democratic rights of citizens”. 


Last week the National Student Christian Feceration, which has been serving 
as a Clearing house for facts and information about the demonstrations, issued 
an appeal to US Christian students to write tothe eight students jailed in Tal- 
lahassee because of the sitdown strikes to show "they have not been forgotten 
and to help them maintain spiritual morale while in jail". 


The NSCF, in a special communiqué to its constituency, called attention to 
the fact that “this movement is very much being led by students with the deepest 
of Christian motives", It described as "one of the most powerful factors" in 
development of the demonstrations, an NSCF conference held last Christmas at 

| Athens, Ohio, at which approximately half of the 4,000 students participating 
) were non-white. A major theme of the conference was the racial frontier of the 
' Church, EPS, Geneva 


Bcumenical Patriarch Plans First Official Greek Visit 


(Athens) = The first official visit to Greece of His All-Holiness the Ecumenical 
' Patriarch Athenagoras of the Orthodox Church, is planned sometime in mid-May. 


: A spokesman said the visit is planned to strengthen the ties between the 

’ mother-church and the daughter—church of Greece. It is also expected that the 
Patriarch will discuss with Greek Orthodox Church leadcrs plans for the forth- 
coming Pan-Orthodox mecting scheduled later in the summer, EPS, Geneva 


‘ | Mier spew oka 


* Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, director of the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
) national Affairs, suffered a heart attack while on a mission to Geneva last week. 
¢ His condition is improving, but on medical advice he has cancelled all engage- 
ments for the next two months.. Dr. Nolde, of Philadelphia, Pa., has his office 
in New York. The CCIA is a joint agency of the International Missionary Coun- 

» cil and the World Council of Churches, 


Cape ae ce 


A new church, the Evangelical ilennonite Vhurch of the Congo, has been formed 
» .as the result of a scheme for its autonomy put forward in August 1959 by the 
~ Congo Inland Mission, an American licnnonite society that founded the work. The 
> new church, with 22,000 members and about 750 preaching centres, will be direct-— 
" ed by a commission cf three Africans and three missionaries. 


nite, 


* * 


4 Plans to merge the Amcrican Unitarian Association and the Universalist 

- Church of America have been endorsed by majorities of both groups. The endorse- 
ment will come up for ratification at a joint meeting on May 23. The merger is 
scheduled for May 1961. The new body, to be called the Unitarian Universalist 
‘Association, will bring together about 100,000 Unitarians and 75,000 Universa- 
mists, 
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The African broadcasting service of the Lutheran orld Federation will be 
located at or near Addis Ababa, capital of Ethiopia, and be known as "The Voice 
of the Gospel", Present plans are to commence broadcasts on Christmas Day, 
1961, EPS, Geneva 


A Special Report 


WCC Explores Reconciliation Prospects in South Africa 
WCC_Explores Reconciliation Prospects in South Africa 


(Geneva) — The officers of the World Council of Churches are seeking ways to 
help toward reconciliation in the South African crisis. 


The Council's general secretary, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, said in Geneva 
that a message had been sent to all the Council's eight member churches in the 
Union asking for information about the action they were taking on the spot and 
assuring them that the World Council was with them in thought and prayer. 
Answers reccived are being studied carefully. 


Other letters and telegrams have come to WCC headquarters from churches Bhai 
many countries. They ask the Council to use its church contacts in South Africa 
to promote peaceful and just solutions, 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft said this week in Geneva that the requests were being 
discussed with the WCC's executive officers and that any action taken would pro- 
bably come after Easter and in consultation with the member churches in South 
Africa. 


He added that suggestions brought to Geneva by the Anglican Archdeacon of 
Capetown, Dr. Cecil Wood, on behalf of South Africa's Archbishop Joost de Blank 
would be taken into consideration along with all the other approaches that had 
been made. 


A four-point statcment issued in South africa by nine leaders of the Dutch 
Reformed Churches appeals to church leaders to be on guard against "the slanted 
picture of South Africa presented by the world press over a long period". 


The appeal goes on to admit that much has to be done to make up for "the 
shortcomings and the mistakes made by the church, the people and successive 
governments in the handling of our great and cxtraordinarily complicated nation— 
al problems". In a plea for amelioration of the lot of the non-white African 
under the policy of "separate development", the DRC leaders “plead urgently 
that non-whites be always treated in a dignified manner, Constant pinpricks, 
arising from thoughtlessness", they warm, “eventually produce a harvest of 
hate", 


Members of the Dutch Reformed Churches, “who represent almost fifty per 
cent of the white population of wouth Africa”, are asked to show "self-restraint 
and the retention of Christian batance", | 


The statement concludes with "a word to the non-whites and especially the 
Christians in the various Dutch Reformed llission Churches", asking them "not to 
be misled by the false promises of agitators who are not concerned about the 
utmost good of the non-whites, but who merely want to use them for political 
ends which go much deeper than the present grievances and which hold no eventual 
advantage for thenon-whites themselves". 
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Signatories of the statement include the moderators of the Cape, Free 
State, Transvaal and Northern Transvaal synods, 


Throughout South Africa Sunday April 10 was observed in the major Afrikaans 
and Imglish speaking churches as a day of humiliation and prayer. 


The Executive Committee of the Dutch keformed Church in the Cape Province 
has started a relief fund to aid sufferers involved in the riots. It will be 
administered in consultation with the secretaries of the Dutch Reformed Churches 
working among Africans. 


The Presbyterian (inglish-speaking) Church of South Africa has informed 
the WCC that it is maintaining its multiracial stand, but is discussing co- 
operation with Afrikaans-speaking Reformed churches in south Africa in approaches 
to the government on a fair deal for the African. 


Uncertainty continued this week in Anglican circles about precise charges 
against two Anglican missionaries detained under the emorgency regulations. 
Miss Hannah Stanton, Warden of the Tumelong Mission near Pretoria, was arrested 
with the kev. Mark Nye, priest working among Africans. Both had been active 
in collecting statements from witnesses of the shootings at Sharpeville (see 
EPS Nos, 13 and 14), 


Meanwhile Anglican Bishop Ambrose Reeves of Johannesburg, who went to the 
British Protectorate of Swaziland after the arrest of two lawyers who had as- 
sisted him in getting affidavits from victims of the shootings, was reported to 
be remaining there pending assurances that he covld return to South Africa 
without being detained. ‘the bishop plans to sail for England on leave on April 
ae 


In response to an urgent request for support of relief work in South Africa 
during the emergency, the Division of Inter-church Aid and Service to Refugees 
of the World Council of Churches has made available $10,000 immediately for 
possible use by the Christian Council of South Africa, 


The Continuation Committee grouping English and Afrikaans speaking churches 
in the Union has also been informed that the WC is ready to help financially 
if the committee has the means to administer relief. EPS, Geneva 


Correction 


In EPS No. 1, January 8, 1960, an item in the “In Brief" section incorrect-— 
ly stated that letropolitan Dionisus Waledynski had been “released from Soviet 
detention and returned to Poland", ‘the Metropolitan has been living near Kat— 
towice since his retirement in 1948, and returned to Warsaw when a dwelling be— 
' Came: available in 1958. 


The next issue of EPS will appear on 29th April, 1960. 


oy 
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YWCA Pledges "Sit—Down" Strike Support 


(New York) —- A message endorsing the goals of the non-violent "sit-down" demon- 
strations at segregated lunch counters in the southern United States and pledg- 
ing its co-operation "to the fullest extent possible" has been adopted by the 
National Board of the YWCA of the United States. 


Pointing to the number of its own members who have taken leadership in the 
strikes, the Board promised its support towards “the elimination of those prac- 
tices which deny recognition of the common humanity of all as children of God", 
The message, which will be sent to officials of national chain stores involved 
in the demonstrations, states that "The instances of discrimination and racial 
tensions in America which are a matter of world knowledge, cannot but call into 
question our ideals as a democratic nation". 


YWCA and YMCA leaders in Texas are among the aporoximately eighty students 
of Bishop and Wiley Colleges in tiarshall, Texas, who were arrested and jailed 
for participation in sit-down strikes. They were later fined and released. 
They included Miss Mae C. King, chairman of the YWCA National Student Council, 
and both the YiCA and YWCA presidential nominees for next year at Bishop Col- 
lege. 
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Last week two church organisations in Kentucky, one of the southern border 
states, went on record in strong opposition to racial segregation in public 
places. The State's Council of Churches and the Louisville Ministerial Asso- 
ciation both urged constituent bodies to promote racial integration 
"in every area of economic, political, educational and religious life". 

EPS, Geneva 


WCC Asks Prayers for Summit Conference 


(Geneva) - The officors of the World Council of Churches have issued an appeal 
for special intercessions for the Summit Conference in services to be held on 
Sunday, May 15, the day before the Conference opens in Paris, It suggests that 
this prayer might be used: 


"Almighty and most merciful God, 

Father of all mankind and Lord of History; 
Guide the statesmen now assembling in conference 
in the way of understanding, justice and truth, 
that their meeting may advance thy purpose of 
peace for all peoples, 

through Him who is the Judge and Saviour of all 
and the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen." 

EPS, Geneva 


BCC Not Ready for Permanent European Church Organisation 


(Nottingham) - The British Council of Churches has decided that at "this stage" 
it is not prepared to support the establishment of any permanent organisation 
of European Christian co-operation. 


However, it is ready to support the holding of ad hoc conferences from time 
to time on major European issues, and will send a representative to the second 
Conference of European Churches at Nyborg, Denmark, next October, 


This decision was taken at the BCC's 36th semi-annual meeting held last 
week at the University of Nottingham. It followed a report that as the result 
of talks with European Conference leaders, members of the BCC's executive com 
mittee had concluded the Conference may be developed into a fully-organised 
European Council of Churches. They said it was felt the 5ritish churches would 
not appreciate another organisation between the BCC and the World Council of 
Churches. ‘ 


The executive committee reported that in conversation with Dr. Egbert 
Emmen, of The Hague, one of the European Conference convenors, it had been 
stressed that the Conference seeks to maintain good relations with the WCC, but 
it was considered important to have an independent organisation because there 
are churches in both Hastern and Western Europe which are not WCC members, 


The Nottingham meeting heard a report on the South African situation from 
Archdeacon Cecil “ood, representing the Anglican Archbishop of Capetown, Dr. 
Joost de Blank (see also special report in this issue). EPS, Geneva 


Churches! Mass Communication Work Expands 


(New York) — There are 153 trained technicians and missionaries now on full-time 
assignment in the international broadcasting and audio-visual ministry of the 
churches, 


“ihat once was the evening work or hobby of a few missionaries and national 
Christian leaders has now become a professional life work," the Rev. Edwin MM. 
iuidens said in his annual director's report of RAVEMCCO. 
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Of the total, 140 are nationals of whom 15 had their technical training 
through member mission boards of RAVEMCCO, the radio, visual education and mass 
communication committee of the National Council of Churches (US). 


Mr. Luidens reported major developments in 1959 in international Christian 
broadcasting supported by the churches. These included a radio franchise granted 
the Lutheran World Federation for a station in Ithiopia which will share pro- 
gramming with the Near East Christian Council; a training programme for tech-— 
nicians, producers and writers in the South East Asia Radio Project, begun in 
Dumaguete City, P.I.; and the purchase of new equipment by churches in Burma 
and Thailand to increase Christian broadcasts in those countries. 


The past year also saw the start of the first Christian radio network in 
the world when new stations in Taegu and Pusan were connected with the Korea 
Christian Council's station HLKY in Seoul. Five more stations are being planned 
there. 


"RAVEMCCO is beginning its second decade of service around the world aus-— 
piciously," Mr, Luidens told the committee, "thanks to an increasing understand- 
ing overseas of the Christian use of the mass media." EPS, Geneva 


Closer Contact Asked With Chinese Churches 


(London) — An appeal that churches in the West make greater efforts to establish 
closer relations with the churches in China - as a parallel to the efforts of 
political leaders to lessen the tensions of the cold war - has been made in an 
article published here, 


Writing in last week's issue of The British Weekly the Rev. John S. Barr, a 
former China missionary, urged western churches to take steps to “establish 
Christian fellowship with the Chinese members of the Family of God that have 
been left out in the cold for the last ten years, 


"At the time when the nations are inching their way towards a world brother~ 
hood," he writes, "religious leaders should be doing their share of increasing 
the eects and bridging the gulfs of separation between divided blocs," 


Acknowledging that there may be some "adverse criticism at any suggestion 
of seeking closer links with Christians in China," Mr. Barr adds; "In recent 
years more than once the attitude of some Western Christians towards Chinese 
Christians has given the impression (they) are questioning, doubting, criticising 
in a manner that lacks humility .... (or even) approaches hostility. Frequently 
the effect created is that Westerners still are more interested in impressing 
a point of view than in patiently, sympathetically and humbly trying to under- 
stand the present thinking of Chinese Christians." EPS, Geneva 


Congressmen Support NCC 


(Washington, D.C.) - Spirited support of the National Council of Churches and 
denunciation of the charges that the Council is Communist-infiltrated, echoed 
through the United States House of Representatives last week, 


A score of Congressmen from throughout the country took the floor, or in- 
serted in the Congressional Record copies of Council pronouncements against 
Communism, letters from constituents and clergy in their respective states who 
had voiced their "shock and concern" over the charges, and a large number of 
_ newspaper editorials decrying the allegations. The charges originally appeared 


- in an Air Force training manual which has since been withdrawn. (See EPS N° 13) 
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Edith Green, Democratic representative from Oregon, who led the protests, 
said that "An objective analysis of the so-called evidence on which these 
charges are based has convinced me that there is absolutely no foundation for 
the statements that Communists have successfully infiltrated the National Coun- 
ent, BPS, Geneva 


Slovak Church Asks Understanding 


(Geneva) - An appeal that Christian understanding be shown its affiliates in 
Communist countries has been addressed to the Lutheran World Federation by the 
larger of its two member churches in Czechoslovakia. 


A general release from the Information Service of the Protestant Churches 
in Czechoslovakia said a 1,000 word “brotherly message" has been sent the LWF 
by the 415,000-member Slovak Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession and 
signed by its general bishop, Dr. Jan Chabada of Bratislava. 


However, in Geneva, LWF officials said they had received no direct commu- 
nication from the Slovak Church, The Service did not reveal when the message 
was drafted or sent out. 


The text of the message said the Slovak Church seeks good relations with 
all Lutheran Churches through the LWF and with other Christian churches through 
the “orld Council of Churches and "welcomes all opportunities to meet them at 
home and abroad", 


But it said true fellowship with these churches is possible only if they 
make the effort to see the Slovak Church in “the right perspective" and to 
understand that "Protestants in our country have been deeply marked by years of 
struggle in the period of ruthless Counter Reformation. 


"Even if decimated, the church remained the conscience of its own people 
and in consequence it felt and feels bound to respond to the needs of this 
people in new historical situations. Only a living fellowship, alert to its 
ecclesiastical ties and theological tasks was and is able to grapple with the 
tremendous changes of today whose impact is perhaps not always fully realized 
by the Christendom of Western countries." 


It said the LWF has a speoial task in helping bridge this gap of misunder- 
standing and "by delivering individual Lutheran churches from eventual loneli- 
ness, (and by helping them) to realize better the ecumenical tasks of Lutheran- 
ism", EPS, Geneva 


Protestants Aid Roman Catholic Charity 


(New Haven) -— Protestants at Yale University, New Haven, Conn., gave a special 
Baster offering to the Little Sisters of the Poor here as evidence of Christian 
unity “in a world torn asunder by racial, economic and national strife". The 
Roman Catholic religious congregation conducts St, Andrew's Home for the Aged 
in New Haven. 


A statement announcing the contribution said that despite areas of theolo-— 
gical difference between Roman Catholics and Protestants they can take common 
action in "our ministry to those to whom circumstances have brought privation 
and suffering". EPS, Geneva 
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Orthodox on Pilgrimage to Istanbul Patriarchate 


(New York) — Archbishop Iakovos of New York, head of the Greek Orthodox Arch— 
diocese of North and South America, is heading a group of 300 US Orthodox clergy 
“and lay leaders on a pilgrimage to the TMcumenical Patriarchate at Istanbul, 
Turkey» kn route they will be joined by another two hundred persons in Greece. 


The pilgrims will pay homage to Patriarch Athenagoras I, spiritual leader 
of the Bastern Orthodox world, on the 12th anniversary of his elevation to the 
patriarchal throne. 


The US group also will extend an official invitation to him to visit the 
United States. If he should accept, it will be the first time in history that 
an ecumenical patriarch will have visited America, Patriarch Athenagoras 


knows the United States well. Formerly the Archbishop of North and South America, 


he resided there for 18 years. BPS, Geneva 


IMC Names Dr. Scopes to Staff 


mn a ee a 

(London) - The Rev. Dr. Wilfred Scopes, 59, a British Congregationalist mis-— 
Sionary in India since 1925, has been elected secretary of the International 
Missionary Council's newly-created Standing Committee on the ilinistry. The 
appointment is effective from July 15. 


For the past five and a half years Dr. Scopes has been literature secretary 
of the National Christian Council of India and secretary of its Board of Theo- 
logical Education. 


Dr. Scopes's immediate responsibility will include completion of the IMC 
survey of theological training in the younger churches in Asia and Africa. He 
will also direct a two-year programme of study of the ministry in the younger 
churches in these areas, particularly with regard to the possibilities of de- 
veloping a part-time, non-professional ministry, developments in lay leadership 
and the provision of continuing training for ministers in active service, 


Dr. Scopes is the author of a number of books in Telugu and English. Before 
joining the staff of the Indian NCC, he was principal of the United Theological 
Colleges at Gooty and Dornakal from 1939 - 50 and 1950 - 54 respectively, and 
for 14 years earlier was a district minister in Rayalaseema. HPS, Geneva 


WCC Issues 1960 Pentecost Message 


(Geneva) - The six presidents of the World Council of Churches have called on 
members of the Council's 172 member churches to observe Pentecost -— or Whit- 
sunday - as a day of universal prayer, 


The annual Pentecost message of the presidents of the world organisation 
will be read in many churches and many languages throughout the world on Sunday 
June 5, the day on which Protestant, Orthodox and Anglican member churches in 
the Council will observe Pentecost in 1960, 


Pentecost is observed by many churches as a day to consider the Holy Spirit 
and pray for the unity of the Church. Pentecost has its roots in the ancient 
Jewish festival of Shabout, Its specific Christian meaning is described in the 
second chapter of the Book of Acts. 


Observed fifty days after Haster, Pentecost commemorates the descent of the 
Holy Spirit to 120 Christian believers gathered in Jerusalem after the resur- 
rection for the Hebrew festival. At that time, according to Acts, the Holy 
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Spirit which Jesus had promised his followers descended upon them, and some 
3,000 converts were made to the faith. 


(See page 12 for the full text of the 1960 Pentecost message from the World 
Council of Churches! presidents). EPS, Geneva 


French Christian Students Verm Algerian War A "Scandal" 


(Montpellier, France) - The annual national congress of the French Student 
Christian Movement has branded the Algerian war a “scandal” and called for re- 
newed peace efforts and redress for war victims. 


A statement by congress members deplores the "complacency" they say is be~ 
coming more widespread in the nation and in the Church in France about the six- 
year old struggle. 


The congress designated as particular evils of the war the use of "common 
informing" as a government method for maintaining order, psychological pressure 
against the claims of conscience and the “impossible poverty" caused by re- 
grouping the Algerian population in camps. 


“We admit we are implicated in all this", they declared, adding that French 
Christians have been unable to give a clear lead in the problems of Algeria and 
that the world-wide Church needs to unite with French churches in seeking a so- 
lution and in prayer, 


The French SCM members also asked Protestant parishes in France to seek 
accurate information on the Algerian situation and to keep in touch with their 
members serving in Algeria in order "to maintain full solidarity with all who 
are down there, even if they decide not to obey the authorities". (The reference 
is to the refusal of some to obey orders which seemed to them to involve inhu- 
manity). The congress members issucd a reminder saying thaw the Cari stiants 
obedience to the state is loyal, but never unconditional". 


The congress called for more pastors, laity and membcors of the French SCM 
to undertake long-term service in Algeria to help war victims. The students 
also asked that there be a reconsideration of the military chaplaincy arrange- 
ments. Under the present programme chaplains are responsible to the Army and 
not to the Church, 


In another resolution the French students asked for the formation of local 
circles to study oroblems raised by I'rance's attempt to become a nuclear power 
and by atomic armament in general. They asked local groups to maintain contact 
with movements against atomic armament and to keep the French SCM informed about 
stands taken on the issue. 


The national congress urgently called on all members of the French SCM to 
consider whether they should be opposing atomic armament in their professions 
and in political groups. 


The theme of the Montpellier congress was “The Task of the Church in a Post- 
Christian Civilisation". Non-French participants came from the Belgian, Swiss, 
Italian, Spanish and Portuguese SCMs and from Malagasy, African and Russian Or- 
thodox SCMs with headquarters in France. EPS, Geneva 


Dr. Kagawa, Japanese Leader, Dies at 71. 
(Tokyo) - Dr.Toyohiko Kagawa, Japan'smost famous Christian leader, died of a 
Meheart attack in his home in Tokyo on April 23, at the age of 71. He had been 
 bed=-ridden at his home for the past year, 
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Dr. Kagawa was an outstanding evangelist, a distinguished social worker and 
a leader of labour movements and co-operatives. He was converted to Christianity 
at the age of 15 and began his work on Christmas Eve, 1909, in the slums of Kobe 
where he spent several years devoting himself to the care of the destitute, 
Later, after studying bricfly at Princeton Theological Seminary in the United 
States, he returned to Japan to work among the poverty-stricken farming com-— 
munities and in mining and fishermen's districts, establishing churches, mis- 
sions, kindergartens, nurseries and gospel schools. 


He described himself as a scientific mystic, He was an ardent pacifist, a 
Christian poet and the author of 180 books on religious, social, scientific and 
other subjects, He had travelled widely throughout the world on cvangelistic 
missions, 


Dr. Kagawa was a consultant at the second Assembly of the Vorld Council of 
Churches at Evanston, Ill., in 1954, when he served in the section on Evange- 
Lol. HPS, Geneva 


In Brief 


The newly formed Presbyterian Church in the Congo will be entirely inde-— 
pendent of missionary direction as a result of decisions taken by the Synod of 
the American Presbyterian Congo Mission. A round table conference of Congo re- 
presentatives and missionaries will draw up a constitution for.the new church 
in July. 

x 


Dr. Carl BE. Lund-Quist, executive secretary of the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion, will be an official guest at the centennial synod sessions of the Augustana 
Lutheran Church on June 6 ~ 12, at Rock Island, Ill. His representation of the 
LWF will be one of his first public acts following a five-month leave of absence 
for health reasons, He is an ordained minister of the Augustana Church, 


* * 


Capacity audiences heard ilartin Luther speak fluent Japanese when the motion 
picture on the life of the leader of the Protestant Reformation was recently 
given its premiére simultaneously in movie theatres all over Japan. The film 
was shown under auspices of the Lutheran Literature Society of Japan, 


* * 


A gift of «1,500 (4,200) from "an anonymous Anglican priest" has launched 
the Building Aid Fund of the Church of South India. The fund will be used to 
underwrite up to fifty per cent the needs of church construction, with applica- 
tions from village congregations taking priority. 


* * 


The Church of Scotland's Assembly next month will not hear a full-scale 
Speech from Dr. Hastings Banda, the Nyasaland nationalist leader, although in- 
dividual members of the Assembly have asked for it. Dr. GcorgeMacLeod, former 
Church of Scotland moderator, has asked for Dr, Banda to be "received" during 
the Assembly. Dr. Banda is a Presbyterian ordained elder, 


7 aac 
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The first three women ministers of the Lutheran Church of Sweden, who were 
ordained on Palm Sunday, preached for the first time on Easter Sunday. They 
also conducted a numbor of christening services. (See EPS N° 15) 


eK 


On Easter Monday the YMCA of Western Germany held a conference with the 
theme "The Great Temptation", at which 4,000 young people from the Ruhr dis- 
trict discussed the history of the YMCA movement during Hitler's national- 
socialist régime. "We confess that the YMCA broke down during the Third Reich, 
and that not one of its members held out to the end and took the way of. martyr- 
dom", Pastor Rudolf Schmidt, vice-president of the YNCA in Westcrn Germany, 


told the conference, 
ae) 


Dr. Martin Niem’ller has returned to Frankfurt-am-Main after a seven-weeks 
trip in the USA. During his visit he preached more than 100 scrmona and led a 
large number of theological discussions. In addition he gave lectures, attend- 
ed confercnces for pastors, and spoke on television. 


* * 


Dr. Hans Heinrich Harms will continue as Secretary of the Conference of 
European Churches, in his new capacity as Senior Pastor of the llichaeliskirche 
in Hamburg. Dr. Harms rosigned reccntly as assistant director of he Study 
Havaeion or the World ;Vvouncil of Churches. 


* * 


Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey, Archbishop of York, is making a six—weeks tour 
of Africa. During his visit he will attend celebrations in Northern Rhodesia 
and Nyasaland marking thc centenary of the Church of England's Universities! 


Migseienmy to Central ATrica. 
* * 


World membership in the. Uhurch of Jesus Christ of Lattcr-day Saints (Mor— 
mons) now totals 1,615,088 - a gain of 60,289 members over last year. A report 
presented to the Church's 30th General Conference at Salt Lake City, Utah, 
Shows 1,556,675 méembers,in 290 "stakes" (dioceses) and’ 379,415 1n 50 mission 
organisations, 

x x 


Union Theological Seminary, New York, has received grants totalling 
$550,000 from two philanthropic foundations to extend its programme in psy- 
chiatry and religion. Aim of the programme begun in 1956 is to provide semi- 
nary students with “a basic understanding of contributions from psychiatry to 


the interpretation of human nature", 
x * 


Archbishop Ilmari Salomies, head of the Lutheran Church in Finland, will 
Visit the United States in June to participate in the 7Oth anniversary con- 
vention of the Suomi Synod, at Virginia, Minnesota. The Synod, officially 
known as the Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church was organised by Finnish in- 
Migrants in 1890, Present membership is 36,000. 
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A Special Rerort 
WCC Envoy in South Africa 


(Geneva) — World Council of Churches! associate general secretary Dr. Robert 
S. Bilheimer is in South Africa conferring with leaders of the Council's eight 
member churches there, 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, the WCC's general secretary, said the visit is 
an attempt to discover what the member churches and the WCC could do together 
to promote just solutions and reconciliation. 


He pointed out thatthe World Council had already taken a firm stand against 
all forms of segresation and discrimination and that Dr. Bilheimer's task would 
be to interpret this position to the churches and seek ways to implement it. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft indicated that Dr. Bilheimer, an ordained minister of 
the United Presbyterian Church in the USA and director of the WCC's Study Di- 
vision, would call on leaders of the Dutch Reformed, Anglican and five other 
member churches of the Council in South Africa, | 


Archbishop Joost de Blank of the Anglican Church has made public statements 
calling for the WCC to sever relationships with churches that fail to condemn 
the South African government's apartheid policy. 


A message sent to WCC headquarters by the executive committee of the Dutch 
Reformed Church of the Transvaal, one of the two WCC South African Dutch Re- 
formed member bodies, refers to Dr. de Blank’ public call for a commission of 
inquiry in South Africa and the exclusion of the Dutch Reformed Churches from 
the WCC. 


Citing an agreement between the Anglican and Dutch Reformed Churches in 
South Africa arrived at in May 1959, the Transvaal church says both churches 
had undertaken to give full recognition to each other and to acknowledge funda- 
mental differences between churches in all discussions on vital issues. 


The agreement between the two churches said they undertook "to inform each 
other on thc reasons governing their policy and activity and to do everything 
in their power to avoid ill-founded deductions detrimental to the interests of 
@ particular church". 


The Transvaal church complained that in spite of the agreement, the Dutch 
Reformed Churches have “repeatedly been the objective of condemnation by the 
Archbishop and by Bishop Reeves of Johannesburg". 


The statement continued that therefore the agreement is regarded by the 
Dutch Reformed Churches as “violated and repudiated by the Anglican Church". 


The DRC in the Transvaal went on to inform the WCC: 


"We would appreciate it if you would come and inquire into the way in which 
the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk has been made suspect before the Christian 
conscience of the world by the above-mentioned actions. The time now has ar- 
rived", says the church's statement, "for an impartial church commission to as— 
certain how world opinion is being poisoned deliberately by false and untruth- 
ful reports which are constantly bcing sent abroad and which the persons res- 
ponsible for them, know to be untrue," 


The Transvaal churches! executive committee endorsed a statement made by 
its sister church in the Cape after the recent riots, in which it says it "can 
justify and approve of the policy of independent, distinctive development, 
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provided it is carried out ina just and honourable way, without impairing or 
offending human dignity". 

The Transvaal church declared itsreadiness to tell any commission of in= 
quiry sent by the churches to South africa "of all the occasions on which our 
church has addressed or approached the government about aspects of its policy 
or the application thereof, which we have regarded as contrary to the above- 
mentioned principles". 


The statcment went on: “It is not, however, the duty of the church to sub- 
mit a political programme or patter to the government". 


Details of a series of interdenominational and interracial conferences 
planned by and held on the initiative and under the leadership of the Dutch Re- 
formed Church were offered as part of the DRC's case, 


In a closing affirmation, the Transvaal leaders said: "We wish to state 
earnestly and clearly: We admit that the rion<whites of South Africe, as a re=- 
sult of agitation and instigation from overseas, based upon incorrect reporting 
and slanted interpretation of the facts, will now be compelled to decide who 
are really concerned about their highest interests — those who grant the non= 
white dignity and Christian responsibility along the road of independent develop- 
ment, or those who are surrendering civilisation and Christianity, as represented 
by both white and non-white, to the subversive activities of unscrupulous and 
irresponsible elements." 


Continuing, the closing section said: "The recent riots were no peaceful 
protest against grievances, but a deliberate and organised attempt to stir up 
revolt. It would have led to the murder of policemen, as happened during the 
disturbances at Cato Ianor, if the police had not defended themselves. 


“We deny the right of a few bishops", said the Dutch Reformed churchmen, 
“to claim for themselves the monopoly of the Christian conscience in South 
Africa. We should appreciate it if your commission would also come and ascertain 
whether the voice of the two bishops is really the voice of the church which 
they represcnt.™ ' 

Before the departure of Dr. Bilheimer, the wects General Secretariat had 
received irchdeacon Cecil Wood, representative of the anglican Archbishop of 
Capetown, Dr, Joost de Blank, on Fig einai Uppa me 


It was disclosed after the meeting that the WCC had already decided to send 
a representative to South Africa and that this plan was discussed after reception 
of a personal message Archdeacon Wood brought from the Archbishop. 


Dr. de Blank proposed "that the World Council should reaffirm the stand 
against discrimination that it had taken at its 1954 Assembly and that it should 
send to South Africa a small commission to investigate the underlying causes of 
the present outbreak and disturbances from the Christian standpoint". 


The “orld Council said that no other proposals were brought by the Arch- 
deacon, 


A communiqué issued after the Geneva meeting said that the proposals from 
member churches of the WCC would be reported to the Council's officers for sub- 
sequent decision, which was not expected wuitil after ‘the visit.of Dr, Bilheimer, 


The officers of the World Council of Churches are the chamman of its Central 
Committee, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York; the vice-chairman of the Central 
Committce, Dr. Ernest A. Payne, London; and Dr, Visser 't Hooft. 
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The communiqué also reaffirmed the WCC's stand against all forms of segre- 
gation and discrimination and said the objective of abolishing them “could only 
be served if the member churches, in spite of disagreements, sought to help each 
other in this task. The WCC", the statement concluded, "fully recognises that 
the situation is urgent and the time is short." 


Meanwhile Anglican Bishop Ambrose Reeves of Johannesburg arrived in London 
on April 21. The Bishop had moved to the British Protectorate of Swaziland to 
guard against the possibility of arrest as a critic of the South African govern— 
ment's policies. 


He told a press conference in London that he had left South Africa because 
“it was imperative that I should continue to be free to speak to the outside 
world about events in South Africa". 


Dr. Reeves said that after his previously planned home leave in England 
ended in September he would “decide in his own good time” whether that was the 
right moment for him to return to South Africa. 


Denunciations of the South African government's apartheid policy and its 
implementation have been made by scores of churches, church leaders and national 
Christian councils in recent weeks. Many have come to World Council of Churches! 
headquarters in Geneva with requests for impartial inquiry and intensified ef 
forts for reconciliation. (See also EPS N°s 13, 14 and 15) EPS, Geneva 
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Document 
Pentecost 1960 
A Message from the Presidents of the 
World Council of Churches. 
(Romans 8:5-6) 
¢ As presidents of the World Council of Churches we greet our brethren in all 


the member churches at Whitsuntide, We rejoice in the gift of that oneness in 
Christ which, enlightened His followers when the day of Pentecost was fully come. 


As we recall the first assembly in the history of the Christian Church, we 
are uplifted by visible signs of that oneness renewed in the history of our 
time. As members of one body all over the earth, we have committed ourselves 
to stay together and to grow together toward newness and fullness of life. 


This year we are confronted with the spiritual task of making straight the 
way for a great gathcring, the first assembly to be held by the World Council 
of Churches in Asia in 1961. While there are religions and philosophies, new 
and old, resurgent in Asia and other continents, we have our firm foundation in 
the promise given by our Lord on the day of His ascension. Wherever His people 
may be, they shall receive strength to overcome the world. 


When He, the Holy Spirit, comes in our midst, we are new beings. Our self- 
absorption and our fears are taken away. Our contentment with something less 
than true unity in the Church gives way to a decper and fuller appraisal of 
God's design. We are thus called t= be partners all with one accord in God's 
creative work. We seck each other in a new way because God has found us in a 
new way. For as many as are led by the Spirit, they are the sons of God, 


As sons and fellow-workers with God, we become true brothers, bearing one 
another's burdens. The Church, which has the promise of victory, is called, 
with one spirit and one heart, to reach out to the millions of men and women 
who struggle for a life free of fear, hunger, injustice, dispossession, perse— 
cution and political or spiritual oppression. 


In view of this great mission, we who work for the greatcr unity and 
strength of the Church humbly proclaim this year's "hitsuntide as a day of uni- 
» versal prayer, so that God's spirit may be brought to those who “were far off 
and peace to those who were near" (Eph. 2:17, RSV). 


With a renewed faith, with love and compassion, we call upon all the chur- 
ches of Christ and all Christians to reconsider their duty in the light of the 
Spirit given to us, and to rededicate themselves as witnesscs to Christ. 


"Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is 
Boo that we might understand the gifts bestowed on us by God" (I Cor. 
Se hit 


The Presidents of the World Council of Churches; 


Dr. John Baillie - !idinburgh 

Bishop S8.U. Barbieri - Buenos Aires 

Bishop Otto Dibclius — Berlin 

Archbishop Iakovos - New York 

Metropolitan Juhanon far Thoma — Tiruvella 
Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill — Boxford, Mass. 
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WCC Envoy Returns from South Africa 


(Geneva) - Dr. Robert S. Bilheimer, associate general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, returned to Geneva on Monday, Nay 2, from a lé-day visit 
fOmtiecwnion of South Africa, 


He made the trip at the request of the officers of the World Council to 
visit WCC member churches in the Union to formulate recommendation to the WCC 
concerning steps which inight be taken by it and by the churches in South Africa 
to promote just solutions and reconciliation in the present emergency. (See 
Special Report, EPS N° 16). Dr. Bilheimer is expected to make a full report 
on his trip this week. 


Interviewed on his returmm, Dr, Bilheimer said he had been very cordially 
received. He said he had had meetings with the leaders of all WCC member 
churches, including the moderators of the Dutch Reformed Church of the Trans- 
vaal, Dr. A.M. Meiring; of the Dutch Reformed Church of the Cape, Dr. A.J. 
van der Merwe, and of the Hervormde Church, Dr. A.J.G, Oesthuizen; Archbishop 
Joost de Blank, of the Church of the Province of South Africa (Anglican); Dr. 
L.A. Hewston, president of the Methodist Church; Dr, A.H. llumro, moderator of 
the Presbyterian Church; the Rev, B.lM. Molaba, of the Bantu Presbyterian 
Church, and Dr. W.N,H. Tarrant, of the Congregational Union. 
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Stressing the function of the WCC in helping to promote consultation among 
the churches and the reconciliation of different points of view, Dr. Bilheimer 
said he had also had a number of ccnsultations with non-white Africans, Afri- 
kaners and English-speaking South Africans, 


"There igs no doubt,” he said, "that the situation in the Union of South 
Africa is one of the greatest complexity, and that therefore consultation, es- 
pecially among the churches, is of the highest importance, in particular when 
that consultation includes leaders from the different races and convictions." 
Dr. Bilheimer added that all of the CC's member churches in South Africa are 
committed tothe establishment of justice and the maintenance of human dignity, 
and stressed the importance of supporting every measure taken by the churches 
towards this end. EPS, Geneva 


Slowness of Change in South Africa Deplored 


(Buck Hill Falls, Pa.) -— The general secretary of the World Council of Churches 
says that despite progress in the church situation in South Africa “changes do 
not go far enough" to meet adequately the rapidly developing situation. 


Dr, W.A. Visser 't Hooft, Geneva, Switzerland, told 200 delegates of 50 US 
denominations attending the annual meeting of he US Conference for the World 
Council of Churches, last week at Buck Hill Falls, Pa-, that no church in South 
Africa any longer maintains that apartheid is to be defended on a biblical ba- 
sis, 


"Voices challenging the apartheid policy have been heard from Christian 
leaders, including some of the Dutch Reformed Church, and there is certainly 
more fraternal interracial contact than there used to be," he said, 


But the changes are too slow, he continued. He cited a statement made at 
a conference of the Dutch Reformed Churches in South Africa a decade ago, It 
said that "no people inthe world worth their salt will be content indefinitely 
with no say, or only an indirect say, in the affairs of the state or the socio- 
economic organisation of the country in which decisions are taken about their 
interests and future", 


Dr, Visser 't Hooft observed that for some time the challenge to states 
manship in South Africa has been how to avoid having the masses permeated by a 
sense of frustration which could only have the most dangerous results for the 
future of the country. 


"The tragedy is that the majority of white South Africans have not faced 
these obvious facts. We must hope that after the tragic events of recent weeks 
their eyes will be opened before it is too late. 


"Mere condemnation and threats will hardly improve this situation," he 
warned. “And in any case the ecumenical way is the way of fraternal conversa- 
tion, of persuasion and of reconciliation." | 

’ p 


That is why, he said, the World Council has sent an associate general se- 
cretary, Dr. Robert S. Bilheimer, an American on its Geneva staff, to South 
Africa to consult with the Council's eight member churches there. (See page 1). 


In a review of the World Council's tasks today the general secretary said 
that the international body needs to involve more people in determining its po- 
licies. ‘We need all the churches! men and women who share fully in the res- 
ponsibility for working out what must be the common message and common action 
of the churches with regard to the world issues of our time," 


— 


: 


B 


In another session delegates were told that even the most optimistic fore- 
casts of expanded food production do not provide any permanent escape from fa- 
mily limitation. 


Dr. Richard M, Fagley, executive secretary of the Commission of the Chur- 
ches on International Affairs and a leading authority on Christian responsibi- 
lity and the population explosion, declared that "man does not live by bread 
alone, even at the material level", He also needs education and recreation, 
"some space in his ‘togetherness! to develop the kind of personal and community 
life which God intends for His children," Dr, Fagley said. 


"M9 have life 'more abundantly! from the Christian perspective is to de- 
velop primarily a quality of life rather than to expand quantitatively to some 
kind of dehumanised anthill," he declared. 


"The UN demographers tell us that 600 years of the present rate of erowth 
would leave one square metre of land per person, a density roughly twenty times 
as great as that of New York City. Even if chemistry could provide nutriment 
for such a human mass, only the fanatic could regard the prospect as either 
tolerable or possible," he said. *There is no real escape from the doctrine of 
responsible parenthood," 


The Protestant churchman derided the argument put forward by "some 'ferti- 
lity cult! apologists" that "space ships to greener planets might provide an 
alternative to facing the necessity of family planning," or that "disease con- 
trol" by improving longevity will automatically age the population and thus 
limit the birth rate. "Lower death rates do mean more old people, and also 
more young people and babies. They do not affect the age composition very 
much," 


Although enlarged food supplies "offer no cure-all any more than does the 
extension of family planning by itself", any solution of the current population 
explosion must depend on advances of food production, he said. "A stepped up 
effort to accelerate agricultural advance in the poorer countries is not only 
necessary but long overdue." . 


—_— — 


A review of the church situation in East Germany, which he described as 
"one of the major problems of the ecumenical movement", was presented by Bishop 
Johannes Lilje, head of the Evangelical Church in Germany (BKID). 


He told the meeting that East Germany is a battlefield and the Caurch is 
the protagonist fighting the totalitarian state. "But the Church as a body is 
unable to speak, for it has very little means of raising its voice in public." 


"Therefore, in the present church situation in East Germany the problem 
is largely that of the Christian individual," the bishop said. 


"Two groups of the population," he said, "are at present under heavy pres- 
sure from the government: the farmers, who are forced into collectivisation, 
and the pastors, who are having to face the possibility that the system of re- 
ligious instruction inthe schools may break down." 


In the case of the farmers, Dr. Lilje, reported, the present situation is 
desperate. The free farmer, whose family has in many cases been working on the 
same piece of land for generations, is in danger of liquidation. Enforcement 
of collectivisation is contrived by subtle methods of intimidation and isola- 
tion. 


The pastors! dilemma, he continued, is no less grave, Owing to arbitrary 
laws which are now beginning to be enforced, children are not allowed to re- 


ceive religious instruction until two hours after regular classes have ended. 


“In practice, it is not possible for the pastors to give any reasonable amount 
Goeroliorous instruction ‘on. this basis." 


The pastors are further handicapped, he said, by the new Communist cere— 
monies replacing the Christian ceremonies of Baptism, Confirmation, Marriage 
and Funeral. Especially important is the "Youth Dedication" ceremony, the sub- 
stitute for Confirmation. In some parts of the country there has been as much 

- as a 90% drop in the number of those undergoing Confirmation, he reported, be- 
» cause the subtle wording of the dedication and the stress laid on the ceremony 
for he child's future place in society havecaused many parents to give way. 
"In these cases how far is the pastor bound to say 'Do not consider the con- 
sequences'?" Dr, Lilje asked, “The matter is one of individual conscience." 

EPS, Geneva 
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Us Methodists Back Negro Unit Policy 


(Denver) —~ The quadrennial General Conference of the Methodist Church, the 
Church's top legal and policy making body, has overwhelmingly rejected efforts 
to hasten the abolition of its all-Negro Central Jurisdiction. (See EPS N° 2) 


Nearly 800 delegates agreed after six hours debate to retain the church's 
present machinery, set up four years ago, that provides for the gradual elimina- 
tion of the segregated non-geographic jurisdiction, which embraces all except 
26,000 of the church's 393,000 Negro members. 


The vote supported a four-year study made by a seventy—member fact-finding 
commission which had opposed “drastic legislation" as a means of solving the 
Segregation problem and advocated "education and experimentation in the creat-— 
ing of a climate ~ spiritual and psychological — in which an inclusive Metho- 
dist Church will be a reality". The Methodist Church functions through five 
geographic jurisdictions and the Negro jurisdiction, each of which elects its 
own bishops and sends representatives to central boards and agencies. 


| Charlies C, Parlin, New York corporation lawyer, who headed the study com- 
mission, said he had been guided in defending the "gradual approach" in large 
measure by the opinions of many Negro churchmen. 


When first issued in February, the report touched off a series of sharp 
denunciations both by northern liberal groups within the church who saw it as 
endorsing an unjust status quo (see BPS N° 6) and by southern church leaders 
who felt some of its recommendations would tend to weaken the powers of the 
ee and thus open the doors to ultimate racial integration. (See 
EPS N° 3 


At another session hopes were voiced that the drafting of a plan for or- 
ganic union of the Evangelical United Brethren Church and the Methodist Church 
may be completed in two years. However, Bishop Frederick B. Newell, chairman 
of the church's Commission on Church Union, reported conversations concerming 
union with the Episcopalians -have come to "a period of quiescence" and it is 
unlikely that any further conversations will be held till after a meeting of 
Anglican bishops in 1968, EPS, Geneva 


Peril to Church Unity Feared in US Campaign Debates 


(New Haven) - The controversy over the religion of Senator John F. Kennedy, a 
Roman Catholic who is a leading contender for the Democratic nomination for 
the US presidency, may threaten the movement towards world Christian unity, in 
the opinion of a prominent Roman Catholic and a Protestant leader. 


i.) 
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Dean Liston Pope of Yale Divinity School said that if the controversy 
should grow, “we in America may need to call a top-level conference of Catholic 
and Protestant leaders to forestall any setback in the growing ecumenical move- 
ment", 


Dean Pope, who is a member of the Central Committee of the world Council 
of Churches, was joined in his opinion by the Kev. Gustave Weigel, Sede, a Ro- 
man Catholic theologian. 


Father Weigel said Senator Kennedy's religion "is not a real issue and not 
directly relevant" to ecumenicity, but that the controversy could be harmful 
because “it may be divisive". 


Both agreed that a top-level Roman Catholic-Protestant conference would 
be effective if it met the facts squarely and avoided "religious platitudes". 


The two theologians were interviewed at the fiftieth annual convocation 
of the Yale Divinity School. EPS, Geneva 


Argentine iiethodists Map Expansion Programme 

(New York) - Methodists in Argentina have outlined an expansion programme to 
add 45 new congregations for a total of 225 and increase their membership from 
9,000 to 12,000 persons in the next four years, 


They also have plans to ordain new ministers, train 25 new deaconesses 
and receive 10 additional missionary couples from the US. 


The programme was described at an interview in New York by Bishop Sante 
Uberto Barbieri of Buenos Aires, head of the church, and one of the six presi-~ 
dents of the World Council of Churches. He is in the US to attend the Metho- 
dist General Conference at Denver, Colorador 


Bishop Barbieri said the denomination seeks to have a new church in every 
province during the four year period, There are now Methodist congregations in 
12 of the country's 22 provinces. MNethodist hostels will also be built at La 
Plata and Tucuman Universities and at various high schools and the production 
of Christian literature will be stepped up. EPS, Geneva 


Orthodox Leader Condemns Anti-Semitism 


(Athens) —~ A statement denouncing all forms of anti-Semitism as a denial of 
the Christian spirit of love has beon made by His Eminence Theoklitos, Arch~ 
bishop of Athens and All Greece. 


Issued for Holy Week and made available for the first time last week in 
English, the 700-word message condemns anti-Semitism as "a sacrilegious, bar-~ 
barian and anachronistic movement, especially today when what should be fore~ 
most is the need of brotherly solidarity and love between all peoples". 


"No Christian can ever forget," the Greek Orthodox prelate said, "that in 
the realm of religion, the 01d Testament which we have is a Jewish inheritance. 
Nor can we forget that our Lord Jesus Christ received his flesh from Jews and 
this Sacred Blood which flowed from the Cross for our Salvation, was, in human 
terms, Jewish. 


"We cannot forget that our first brethren in Christ in Palestine «.. were 
Jews (nor) that the teachers and Apostles of Christianity in Greece were, in 
terms of flesh, Jews." 


a 
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Observers noted that the release of the message during Holy Week was sig- 
nificant because of the number of references in Orthodox Holy Week anthems, 
such as those to "the blind Jews", which might be construed as anti-Semitic. 
In some parts of Greece it was at one time the custom to burn an effigy of a 
Jew on Good Friday. BPS, Geneva 


UK Churches Seek Additional «500,000 for Refugees 


(London) — Protestant and Anglican churches of Great Britain are moving into 
the final phase of World Refugee Year with a major fund-raising campaign to be 
conducted during Christian Aid Week starting May 9. Volunteers will VLSL 
about seven million homes during the Week to raise «500,000 (41,400,000). 


Through their own refugee agency, Inter—Church Aid and Refugee Service of 
the British Council of Churches, the Anglican, Presbyterian and Free Churches 
in the UK have already contributed «500,000 to World Refugee Year. 

EPS, Geneva 


Clemency Appeal Refused 


(Concord, N.H.) — Governor Wesley Powell of New Hampshire has refused a clemency 
plea by a group of visiting clergymen on behalf of Dr. Willard Uphaus, 69-year 
old Christian pacifist, who is serving a one-year jail term for refusing to 
name guests at the World Fellowship Camp, Conway, Nei., of which he is execu- 
tive director. (See EPS N° 10) 


The Governor said that even if he had the power, he would not "pardon or 
otherwise condone the contempt" of Dr. Uphaus and that he had "no doubt at all" 
that his confinement was just. 


The list of Camp guests had been demanded by the State's Attorney General 
for use in his one-man investigation into subversion. 


The group of ministers asking for clemency was headed by the Rev. John 
Swomley, of Nyack, N.Y., national secretary of the Fellowship of Reconcilia- 
tion, a religious pacifist organisation of clergy and lay members of various 
denominations. EPS, Geneva 


Conservative Protestants Mndorse Roman Catholic-Protestant Conversations 


(Buck Hill Falls, Pa.) - A group of 14 predominantly conservative US Protestant 
leaders have agreed that the "time is ripe" for conversations between Protest-— 
ants and Roman Catholics. 


Such conversations based on "mutual respect" are required to combat the 
common foes of secularism, materialism and paganism, the churchmen said. They 
warned, however, that “such conversations will be fruitful only if the complex- 
ity of the issues and the deep-seated divergences of the two parties are clearly 
recognised and not glossed over". 


The three-day Protestant Council on Roman Catholicism was sponsored by 
Christ's Mission, Sea Cliff, N.Y., which published the monthly Christian Heri- 
tage, formerly The Cuverted Catholic. EPS, Geneva 


US Lutheran Merger Forms New Church 


(Minneapolis) — The American Lutheran Church, with a total baptized membership 
of 2,258,092, has come into being at a three-day constituting convention at 


_ Minneapolis, Minn, 
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The new denomination, which crowns a decade of union negotiations, unites 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church, of Norwegian origin, the American Lutheran 
Church, of German background, and the United Evangelical Lutheran Church, which 
was established by Danish settlers, 


The union was symbolically climaxed at a ceremony witnessed by one thou- 
gand delegates with a three-way handclasp of the presidents of the merging bo- 
dies: Dr. Henry F.. Schuh, of the ALC, Dr. Frederik A. Schiotz, of the ELC, 
and Dr. William Larsen, of the UELC, chairman of the Joint Union Committee 
which prepared for the merger. 


Installed as president of the new body was Dr. Schiotz, 58, who will of— 
ficially begin his six years term of office on January 1, 1961, when the new 
church begins full operations. Dr. Schuh was named honorary president for life. 


At the concluding session the convention issued an appeal for peace and 
unity within the Christian Church. Delegates asked the 5,000 congregations of 
the new denomination to "pray and labour" for "peace within her walls and pros-— 
perity within her palaces", The message will be transmitted to the pastors of 
the new church with a request that it be read at services on Pentecost Sunday, 
June 5, which will mark the opening of a “Year of Jubilee" to celebrate the 
three-way merger. 


The new church replaces the ELC as the third largest Lutheran church in 
the US and reduces the number of Lutheran bodies in the country from 16 to 14. 
A second merger of four other Lutheran bodies scheduled for 1962 or 1963 will 
reduce the number to 11. With the conclusion of this second merger, 95 per 
cent of all the eight million Lutherans in the United States and Canada will 
be in only three bodies: the new ALC; the Lutheran Church in America (the 
name chosen for the 1962-63 merger); and the Lutheran Church-ilissouri Synod. 


All three of the merging bodies of the ALC were members of the Lutheran 
World Federation and the:World Council of Churches and formal steps to renew 
these ties have been taken by the new body. EPS, Geneva 


Bast Berlin to Raze Parish House 


(Berlin) - The City Council of Hast Berlin is going ahead with plans to raze 
the parish house of St. George in Hast Berlin, despite repeated objections 
from the church's leaders. 


City officials have notified that demolition will begin hay 16, ax part of 
a plan to widen the Stalinallee, East Berlin's main thoroughfare. When it is 
demolished the parish will be left without any place to hold worship services 
or other activities. (See EPS N° 13) EPS, Geneva 


Unity, A llajor Interest of European Christian Youth 

(Lausanne) - This generation of European Christian youth - more than any other 
in post-Reformation history —- is concerned with secking ways to bring about 
the unity of the churches. 


To a greater degrce than previous generations have been, today's youth 
are critical of their weaknesses and exasperated by the divisions which sepa- 
rate Christians across denominational and confessional lines, 


This is the consensus of national ecumenical youth leaders in twenty 
countries polled in a survey conducted in preparation for the first Ecumenical 
* Youth Assembly in Europe to be held July 135 - 24 in Lausanne, Switzerland. 
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The Assembly will be sponsored by the Youth Department of the ‘orld Council of 
Churches in co-operation with European national ecumenical youth councils. An 
estimated 1,650 youth whose average age is 21, and 100 young adult leaders are 
expected to attend, 


The youth leaders surveyed based their opinions on the responses from 
groups in which an estimated four to five thousand Huropean youth are study- 
ing the questions of the Church's future raised in a 65-page pre=-Assembly study 
booklet. The booklet is based on the Assembly's theme “Jesus Christ —- the 

' Light of the World" and deals with concerns of the European churches in rela- 
tion to the world and the. European situation, to each other and in the local 
parish. Upwards of ten thousand copies of the booklet have been issued in nine 
languages all over the world. 


Pastor Michel Wagner, of Paris, secrctary of the Assembly Preparatory 
Committee, said the survey, which was made as a guide for Assembly leaders, 
revealed these main points: 


1. European youth are riding the crest of the wave of interest in church 
unity which has swept the Continent since the end of the war. They feel "per- 
sonally responsible" for healing the Church's divisions. 


2. Many do not take seriously the reasons for confessional differences. 
They tend to believe that unity can be achieved "almost spontancously™ if 
there is sufficient goodwill on all sides, without realizing the difficulties 
involved. 


3. They are critical of their own churches for not taking more positive 
steps towards unity and also for their failure "to practice what they preach" 
in some other areas of the ministry. 


4, They are more concerned than church youth of previous years have been 
with reaching their contemporaries outside the church and are dissatisfied and 
often embarrassed by the churches! failure to do so. They think too many of 
the youth activities of the churches are a kind of “talking to ourselves". 


While not all of these conclusions are true of Christian youth in all 
European countries, Pastor Wagner said, they are significant because they re- 
present the views of a broader cross-section of European Christian youth than 
previously had been polled. 


As the Assembly itself, the study groups surveyed are composed not only 
of students who have usually formed the largest part of church-sponsored youth 
conferences, but of young businessmen, housewives, white collar workers, la- 
bourers and others. 


During the 12-day Assombly they will continue their study of the ques- 
tions raised by the booklet in small working groups, and in Bible study. They 
also will hear them presented in major addresses by outstanding church leaders. 


The Lausanne Assembly is the first of a series of regional youth con- 
ferences. Similar meetings are scheduled in 1961 in North America, in Latin 
America in 1962, and for later dates in Asia and Africa. EPS, Geneva 


EMBARGO : 
All's Saturday, May 14. 


Dr. Nolde Sends Open Lettcr to Summit Conference 


(Geneva) - Dr. 0, Frederick Nolde, director of she Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, has sent an open letter to the heads of governments 
| convening at the Summit Conference in Paris, asking that the Conference "give 
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clear and unmistakable directives on an equitable starting point in disarma- 
ment", - 


Such directives or "at the lcast an agreed and promising starting point 
in negotiations" are an imperative corollary to any agreement reached concern= 
ing the cessation of nuclear weapons testing, Dr. Nolde writes. 


"The cessation of testing can prove to be a threat as well as a blessing 
to mankind if the nations continue in the manufacture of new nuclear weapons 
without subjecting thon to experimental controls," the letter states. "Any 
agreement to stop tests reinforces the requirement to stop production as part 
of a broader system of disarmament with provisions for verification." 


Dr, Nolde is an associate general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches. The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs is a joint 
agency of the WCC and the International Missionary Council. 


Dr, Nolde'ts letter indicates four points where the Summit Conference can 
make important contributions: 


1. Cessation of nuclear weapons testing, " .. The heads of the govern= 
ments immediately concerned should be able to resolve in substance the few mae 
jor differences which continue to obstruct final agreement on the cessation of 
nuclear weapons testing." 


2, Disarmament. The Summit Conference can give “clear and unmistakable 
directives on an equitable starting point in disarmament". 


3, Solutions of outstanding problems. In the absence of solutions agreed 
upon to such problems as Berlin and Germany, "the Summit Conferonce will regis- 
term advance if it prevents the situation from deteriorating. It will de- 
‘monstrate the ability to live with a problem today until tomorrow brings the 
‘opportune moment for an agreed solution." 


4, Living together in a divided world. To avoid "the risks involved in 
co-existence there must be emphasis on "a common understanding of ways to fa- 
cilitate peaceful competition where differences exist and the growth of com- 
petition where fundamental principle is not compromised" , 


Dr. Nolde's letter informs the heads of government that the World Council's 
172 member churches have by formal resolution endorsed conferences “at the 
Summit" and that their consregations around the world will be praying for its 
success in worship scrvices tomorrow (Sunday, May 15). 


The letter was adressed to President Charles de Gaulle, France; Prime 
Minister vikita Khrushchev, USSR; Prime hinistcr Harold MacMillan, United 
Kingdom; and President Dwight D. Eisenhower, United States. (See page 11 
for full text of letter) EPS, Geneva 


African Students Ask Church To Be Vocal 


(Geneva) - Thirty-one African students from 14 countries have called upon 
African churches “not to remain silent, but to speak forth for peace and har= 
mony in equality and justice lest the Church be considered an accomplice in 
all that takes place". 


The appeal, issued as "A Summons for South Africa" by the second African 
Student's Seminar, said the role of the Continent's churches "is to be a senti- 
nel watching over all of God's creation", The 6-day seminar was organised by 
the John Knox House, Geneva, a Presbyterian student centre, under auspices of 
the Department of the Laity of the World Council of Churches, The majority 
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of the students attending are studying in Europe, 


Another resolution, addressed to the World Council of Churches, deplored 
the disunity of the churches which "refleets itself in the African Christian 
community and accounts for a considerable provortion of the problems facing 
the new African society". The students asked the WCC to "intensify its efforts" 
towards unity and to do everything in its power to bring about an equitable 
solution to South Africa's problems. 


Theme of the seminar was "The Role of the Christian in a New African So- 
ciety". The students mct in small discussion groups organised along vocational 
lines — politics, science, education and church - to discuss the implications 
of the Christian faith in these ficlds and in full group to discuss such 
questions as the role of women in African society and the role of the African 
Christian living in Europe. A similar seminar for Asian students living in 
Hurope is being planned by the ‘OC for September, at the request of the East 
Asia Christian Conference. — EPS, Geneva 


EACC Asks End of Apartheid in Africa 


(Hong Kong) - A statement calling uoon the Dutch Reformed Church in South Afri- 
ca to reject apartheid and declare itself "in favour of a multi-racial African 
society in which none will be discriminated against on the basis of race or 
colour" has been adopted by the annual meeting of the Working Committee of the 
Hast Asia Christian Confcrence, convened last week in Hong Kong, 


"We invite the Dutch Reformed Church to see that apartheid implies in- 
justice and oppression and leads to violence and disaster," the Committee said. 
"We make this appeal in the name of a Justice which is not our own, but of 

» Christ, freely given to us all and making us members one of another," 


The meeting was the nine-member Committee's first since the establishment 
of the HACC at an Assembly at Kuala Lumpur, Walaya, last spring. The Commit-— 
tee serves as the executive body of the conference, through which 48 churches 
and national Christian councils in Asia are represented. Its chairman is 
Bishop Enrique Sobrepena, of the Philippines. BPS, Geneva 


fia pret. 


The popularity of "socialist weddings" seems to be on the decline in Hast 
Berlin. .Of the 61 couples married at Easter in the district of Friedrichshain, 
only six chose to have their union solemnized by a government official, ac- 

mcording to official city statistics. 


We eet 


The Rev. Peter Shaumba, superintendent of the Katako Kombe district of 
the Central Congo Methodist Conference, has been named the First african Secre- 
tary general of the Congo Protestant Council in the Belgian Congo. The Council 
represents Protestant co-operative work in the Congo and neighbouring Ruanda- 
» Urundi, Its headquarters are in Leopoldville. 


ne eos 


Seventh-day Adventists in the Italian armed forces have been granted the 

© right to abstain from all military activities on Saturdays in deference to 
'their religious practice of observing that day as the Sabbath. . 
EPS, Geneva 
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EMBARGO: 
AM's Saturday, May 14, 


An Open Letter from Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, director of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs, to the Heads of Governments at the Summit 


Conterence in Paris, 16 May, 1960. ss 


ee en er Se me ere te pe ee ee neers eee 


Addressed to: President Charles de Gaulle, France; 
Prime liinister Nikita Khrushchev, U.5.5.R.3 
Prime Minister Harold MacMillan, United Aingdon; 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower, United States. 


Dear pewoseneee 


As Director of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, I 
inform you that representatives of churches — Protestant, Orthodox and Angli- 
can — have by formal resolution welcomed the decision of great powers to engage 
in consultations at the highest level. Our Commission is a joint agency of the 
World Council of Churches and the Intcrnational Missionary Council, 


In many churches and on all continents, Christians steadily pray for peace 
with justice and freedom, On the Sunday before the Summit Conference at Paris, 
their common supplication encircles the earth in special prayer: 


"Almighty and most merciful God, 
| Father of all mankind and Lord of uistory; 
i 4 Guide the statesmen now assembling in conference 
in the way of understanding, justice and truth, 
that their meeting may advance thy purpose of 
peace for all peoples, 
through Him who is the Judge and Saviour of all 
and the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen." 


Many people ask themselves what the Swmit Conference can accomplish, 
Knowledge of stubborn international realities and of past failures dulls the 
edge of expectation. Yet yearning for progress toward peace continues to sur=- 
vive every recurring disappointment. The spirit of restrained hope seems to 
prevail, and this spirit prompts me to suggest the possibility of an advance 
at four points on which we have spoken in greater detail in previous State- 
ments. 


Cessation of Nuclear Weapons Testing. In connection with the Summit Confe- 
rence, the Heads of the governments immediately concerned should be able to 
resolve in substance the few major differences which continue to obstruct 
final agreement on the cessation of nuclear weapons testing. The stage ought 
to be set for the Geneva Conference thereafter promptly to complete the draft 
of a treaty banning all tests where inspection and control are now possible, 
as well as arrangements for a moratorium on smaller underground tests with an 
international research programmc to devise more effective methods of detecm 
tion. 


Disarmament. The cessation of testing can prove to be a threat as well as a 
blessing to mankind, if the nations continue in the manufacture of new nuclear 
weapons without subjecting them to cxporimental controls. Any agreement to 
stop tests reinforces the requirement to stop production as a part of a broader 
system of disarmament with provisions for verification, The current impasse 
imposes upon the Summit Conference the obligation to give to the Committee of 
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Ten on Jisarmament, when it resumes its meeting, clear and unmistakable direct— 
ives on an equitable starting point in disarmament or, at the least, an agreed 
and promising starting point in negotiations. 


Solution of Outstanding Problems. The persistence of difficult problems, such 
as that of Berlin and Germany in the context of the total international situ- 
ation, calls not only for continuing attention but also for strategic timing 

of effort. If tension is to be relieved and peace promoted in the long run, 

it is necessary to heed the claims of justice and frvedom. In the absence of 
solutions which are commonly acceptable at this time, the Summit Conference 
will register an advance if it prevents the situation from deteriorating. It 
will demonstrate the ability to live with a problem today until tomorrow brings 
the opportune moment for an agreed solution. 


Living Together in a Divided World. The divisions of today's world cannot and 
ought not to be ignored. Yet in a nuclear space-age men must live together or 
face annihilation. In this sitvation, the risks involved in co-existence may 
be avoided by an emphasis on peaceful competition and growing co-operation. 

The Summit Conference will make a substantial contribution if it can advance 

a common understanding of ways to facilitate peaceful compctition where differ- 
ences exist and the growth of co-operation where fundamental principle is not 
compromised. 


The limited objectives attainable at this time may argue for further con- 
ferences at the highest level. Whatever procedures ensue, they should be viewed 
not as a substitute for, but as a supplement to the work of the United Nationse 


Respectfully yours, 


QO. Frederick Nolde, 
Directore 


EPS, Geneva 
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Ecumenical Patriarch Stresses Urgency of Unity 


(Istanbul) - Icumenical Patriarch Athenagoras, spiritual leader of Eastern Or— 
thodoxy, has warned that unless the three principal Christian bodies — Roman 
Catholic, Protestant and Orthodox - come together in “qualified unity" soon, all 
are "in danger of missing the bus of their Christian mission", 


"We have a great Christian mission to fulfill," he told a press conference 
in Istanbul, "and we must either do it in unity or risk failure.’ 


Indicating that he was not speaking of the theological unity of the three 
churches, Patriarch Athenagoras said the unity he had in mind would have two 
aims — “one negative and the other positive", 


"In its negative sense," he said, "it would disarm hatred, distrust and 
bad propaganda between church groups. Inthe positive sense, unity would promote 
contacts on the common principles of Christianity and how they should be propa- 
gated,” 


The Patriarch said that in this conception of unity, he was "sure" he would 
have the support of the Protestant Church as well as of "the millions of Ortho- 
dox Christians belonging to the Russian, Rumanian, Bulgarian, Greek, Ethiopian, 
Cypriot, Coptic and Armenian Churches". 
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Patriarch Athenagoras said that he believed that meanwhile there were "“in- 
dications that the Catholic Church was shifting from its position of isolation". 


"I have told the Pope that only in paradise can one live alone," he said, 
adding that "it is my impression that the Pope has abandoned the idea of holding 
a General Council", 


It was understood that by this statement the Patriarch meant that he be- 
f lieves the Ecumenical Council called by Pope John XXIII will be limited to Roman 
Catholics with non-Catholics admitted only as observers. 


The Patriarch also stressed the urgency for achieving unity in a recent en- 
cyclical in which he declared, “The partition which the centuries have raised up 
between the Christian confessions does not make impossible their mutual under- 
standing, rapprochement and reunion", He added that “the good will which church 
ieaders have manifested during these last years is comforting and illuminating". 

EPS, Geneva 


WSCF Teaching Conference, Strasbourg, July 16 ~ 351 


(Strasbourg) - A major international “teaching conference" on "Christ's Ministry 
to the World and Our Calling Today" will be held at Strasbourg, France, July 
16 — 31, under the auspices of the World's Student Christian Federation. 


The conference will bring together an estimated 600 undergraduate and 
graduate students and 100 prominent church leaders from more than 50 countries 
for 16 days of study, prayer and discussion, 


It will mark the mid-way point of a major six-year WSCF study programme on 
"The Life and Mission of the Church" being conducted under the auspices of its 
70 national member movements. Following the Strasbourg conference, these move- 
ments will sponsor a series of regional meetings based on its findings, 


The agenda will be highlighted by a series of plenary sessions with addres— 
Ses by outstanding church leaders, but the major portion of time will be given 
over to tutorial groups, seminars and private study. A total of 21 special- 
interest seminar groups, led by teaching teams of two or three experts, will 
meet six times during the conference. These will deal with the life and mission 
of the Church in relation to a wide range of subjects including mass communica- 
tion, education, evangelism, the co-operation of men and women, peace in the a- 
tomic age, missions, the unity of the Church, the scientific revolution, and 
personal problems of youth in a chansing society. Each of the groups will pro- 
duce a report intended to serve as the basis tor further study and action by the 
WSCF and its member movemements. 


Each evening participants will meet in small groups under the direction of 
a “tutor", who will serve as pastor and teaher to the members of his group 
throughout the conference, The tutorial groups themselves will be composed of 
15 to 18 students from a wide variety of national and confessional backgrounds. 
Special periods for private study have also been scheduled each day. 


In preparation for the conference, and as part of the six-year study pro— 
gramme, the WSCF has published a series of 15 study outlines on the Life and 
Mission of the Church, in inglish, French, German,and Spanish. ilore than 50,000 
copies have been purchased by student groups throughout the world. 


The Life and Mission of the Church project began with a WSCFs«sponsored 
Meeting of Asian students in December, 1958, at Rangoon, Burma. Following the 
Strasbourg meeting, the WSCF General Committee will meet in Greece in August to ° 
plan 10 to 12 regional conferences to be held in co-operation with its national - 

affiliates between 1961 and 1963. EPS, Geneva 
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Philippine Churches Ask Nuclear Ban 


(Manila) - A resolution urging the Philippine Government to work for disarma- 
ment and the banning of further nuclear tests has been adopted in Manila by a 
committee of the Philippine Federation of Christian Churches, 


Addressed to President Carlos P. Garcia, the resolution said that war is 
"diametrically opposed to Jesus's teaching of love, friendship and reconcilia- 
tion", 

It pointed out that war is renounced in the Philippine constitution as an 
instrument of national policy and also that the World Council of Churches, of 
which the Federation is an affiliate, has also voiced its opposition to war and 
nuclear tests. The resolution came in the midst of a controversy in government 
circles over the stationing of nuclear weapons in the Philippines. 

HPS, Geneva 


Church of Greece Forms Missionary Committee 


(Athens) - The Orthodox Church of Greece has set up a committee to organise aid 
to missionary churches abroad. 


Formation of the committee of three - the Metropolitans of Salonica, De- 
metrias and Sparta — followed a visit to Greece at the end of last year by 
Archimandrite Reuben liukasa Sparta of the recently established Orthodox Church 
in Uganda. (See EPS N° 46, 1959) : 


During his visit, the archimandrite, who is in charge of Orthodox mission- 
ary work in East Africa under the Orthodox Patriarchate of Alexandria, confer- 
red with leaders of Churchand State to ask their support of the missionary 
appeal made early last year by SYNDESMOS, an international Orthodox youth orga- 
nisation. 


for Uganda students studying for the priesthood. Another scholarship for a 
nurse was given by the Greek Red Cross and eight others came from the Univer- 
sity of Salonica, the llayor of Salonica, the governing synod of the Monks on 
the Holy Mountain of Athos and a private donor, 


1 

1 

As a result, Queen Frederika of Greece offered four scholarships in Greece | 
: 

' 


Gifts to furnish churches and provide vestments have come from Greece and 
from other Orthodox communities in Westcrn Europe and financial support is re- 
ported on the increase to help the expanding work of the estimated 20,000 Or- 
thodox in Hast Africa. 


Father Sparta is also active inthe social and political life of Uganda, 
where he serves as adviser to the Kabaka of Buganda and represents him in the 
legislative Assembly. EPS, Geneva 


Italian Protestants Prepare for Olympics 


(Rome) — Protestant churches in Italy are planning a welcome for visitors to 
Rome during the Olympic Games this August. 


The member churches of the Italian Protestant Federation will publish a 
folder with a map showing the city's evangelical churches and giving information 
about Protestant activities in Italy. 


An Information and Rest Centre will be set up at a central point in Rome 
and efforts are being made to acquire space for a chapel at the Olympic Village. 


An ecumenical service will be held in one of the Waldensian churches during 
the games. EPS, Geneva 
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Clergy Warn of Anti-Catholic Debates 


(Washington, D.C.) - Thirteen leading US Protestant ministers have issued a 
strong warning against "the serious danger that the forces of hate and unin- 
formed hostility may be loosed upon our people” if anti-Catholicism becomes a 
factor in the US presidential campaign. 


In an open letter to "fellow pastors in Christ" the clergymen urged them 
"to use every opportunity at your command to commend to your flock that charitable 
moderation and reasoned judgment which alone can safeguard the peaceful com 
munity of this nation". Senator John F, Kennedy (Den., Mass.), a Roman Catholic, 
is a leading contender ®r the Democratic nomination for the presidency. 


The letter was written by Dean Francis B. Sayre, Jr., of Washington Cathe- 
dral (Protestant Episcopal). Signatories of the letter included Dr, Edwin T. 
Dahlberg, president of the National Council of Churches; Presiding Bishop 
Arthur Lichtenberger of the Protestant Episcopal Church; Dr. Eugene Carson 
Blake, stated clerk of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA; Wethodist 
Bishop G, Bromley Oxnam of ‘ashington; and Dr, James E. Jagner, president of 
the Evangelical and Reformed Church, EPS, Geneva 


US. Lutherans Urge End of Death Penalty 


(Atlantic City) —- Abolition of capital punishment has been urged by the Board 
of Social Mission of the United Lutheran Church in America, at a meeting in At- 
jantic City, N.J. 


A Board statement deplored capital punishment as "not an equitable instru- 
ment of justice because it (1) tends to fall disproportionately upon those least 
able to defend themselves, and (2) it makes a miscarriage of justice irrevocable", 


Statistical studies, it said, "do not bear out the assumption that capital 
punishment is an effective deterrent to crime. Not the severity of punishment, 
but its certainty and swiftness is the greater deterrent to criminal acts". 


In another statement the Board called upon all governmentswhich have nu- 
clear weapons to “persist in the efforts to arrive at effective multilateral 
agreements on the cessation of all kinds of nuclear weapons testing". 


Both statements will be recommended for adoption to the 22nd biennial con- 
vention of the Church in October. EPS, Geneva 


Buddhism to be Made Burma's State Religion 


(Rangoon) — Prime Minister U Nu of the Union of Burma has appointed an Advisory 
Commission for making Buddhism the state religion. 


He has named as its director U Thein Maung, a former chief justice of the 
predominantly Buddhist land. ‘The commission will make a tour of Burma to visit 
more than 40 towns to interview leaders of Christian, Hindu and Islamic communi- 
ties before making a report to the government, 


Purpose of the interviews with non-Buddhist religious leaders will be to 
"enable them to express freely their fears, if any, regarding establishment of 
a state religion and to suggest how their rights should be safeguarded", 


Appointment of the Commission fulfills a campaign promise made by the Prime 
Minister before his recent election. Buddhism has had a strong revival in 
Burma recently. Some observers have seenthe government's support of its re- 
surgence as a move to thwart Communism, to strengthen the regime and unify na- 
tional consciousness and culture, EPS, Geneva 
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Anglicans — Presbyterians May Reopen Unity Talks 


(Edinburgh) - The reopening of conversations between the Anglican and Pres byte 
rian churches in England and Scotland is suggested in the 1960 report of the 
Church of Scotland!s Inter—Church Relations Committee published last week. 


The report states that the time has now come to appoint the committee of 
fifty ministers and elders, envisaged at the Church's 1959 Assembly in June, to 
prepare for resumed conversations. The report will be presented to this year's 
Assembly to be convened in Edinburgh later this month. 


It was at last year's Assembly that the Church of Scotland rejected by a 
vote of 300 to 266 proposals for “bishops in presbytery", as not acceptable be- 
cause they “imply a denial of the catholicity of the Church of Scotland and of 
the validity and regularity of its ministry within the Church Catholic". (See 
EPS N° 22, 1959) 


Following this rejection, the report discloses a correspondence was initiated 
between the Archbishop of Canterbury and Dr. William Tindal, the new @nvenor of 
the Church of Scotland's Inter—Church Relations Committee. 


The report says that the letters on each side recorded “an earnest desire" 
that conversations be resumed. However, in one of the letters mentioned in the 
report, the Archbishop of Canterbury is quoted as saying he is "satisfied that 
the time has not yet come when we could profitably resume conversations". 


Before that could happen he wrote on October 5, 1959, there would be “need 
for special consideration within the Church of England of the important matters" 
raised by the Church of Scotland General Assembly. He said these matters would 
include the meaning of unity as distinct from uniformity in church order, the 
meaning of validity as applied to church order and to ministerial orders and the 
question of the catholicity of the Church of Scotland. All these questions 
have been referred to the Church of England's Committee on Approaches to Unity, 

EPS, Geneva 


Episcopalians Endorse Anti-Segregation Statement 


(Greenwich, Conn.) —~ The National Council of the Protestant Episcopal Church (US) 
has given its unanimous endorsement to a church advisory statement on racial mat- 
ters expressing sympathy for anti-segregation demonstrations and approving “civil 
disobedience in certain moral areas". 


In taking the action the Council declined a request by Bishop Charles C.d.« 
Carpenter of Alabama that it repudiate the document which, he said, "if carried 
to its ultimate conclusions, would condone lawlessness". 


Endorsing it, the Council supported its “appropriateness" and recommended 
it for "serious consideration and study" by local congregations. The statement 
says, "Certain laws so degrado the individual that they threaten the dignity of 
the law itself. Civil di sobedience can be a means of affirming the dignity of 
the law," It was prepared by the Council's Division of Racial llinorities and 
Christian Citizenship. EPS, Geneva 


Formosan Evangelists to Visit Philippines 


(Formosa) —~ A three-member team of Formosan evangelists will conduct a four weeks 
campaign among the Amoy-speaking Chinese in the Philippines. 


Arrangements for the visit from May 20 through June 20 have been made by 
the Fresbyterian Church of Formosa in response to an invitation from the Philip 
pine Federation of Christian Churches, The visit is being arranged under the 
general auspices of the Hast Asian Christian Conference. EPS, Geneva 
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World YMCA To Hold Conference 


(Amsterdam) - More than six hundred teen-age boys, ages 15 through 18, from up— 
wards of 50 countries will gather at Hilversum, Netherlands, August 3 - 13, for 
a YMCA World Youth Conference. 


During the eleven—day conference they will hear addresses by prominent church 
and government leaders and will meet in daily Bible study sessions and discussion 
groups to talk over such questions as the role of youth in the family, the church, 
the school and at work and issues of war and peace, authority in a changing world 
and similar topics, 


In preparation for the Conference youth are studying these issues in a 53- 
page booklet which has been distributed in thousands of copies in the 73 countries 
in which the "Y" has work, In all about one and a half million youth are esti- 
mated to be studying the booklet, 


Conference speakers will include Dr. Ralph Bunche, Under-Secretary of the 
United Nations who will speak on "Prospects of Peace"; Prof. George Crespy, of 
the University of Montpellier who will speak on “Authority and Freedom"; and Dr. 
Charles Sherman, the Minister of Finance in Liberia; M. Pierre Frangois, director 
of the Youth Division of UNESCO and Dr. Horst Fild, general secretary of the 
German YMCA, 


Other conference activities will include an ecumenical worship service, 
sports meetings and sight-seeing tours, During the afternoons there will also 
be groups in photography, painting, dramatics and other subjects. 


The Conference will be inter-confessional, as well as intornational, and 
delegates will include 20 Greek Orthodox youth and about 75 Roman Catholic youth. 
About 120 girls will also attend from countries in which the YMCA has woman mem- 
bers. 


The Conference is the first of its kind since 1955 when the "Y" sponsored 
@ world meeting in Paris, Fiance, BPS, Geneva 


Presbyterians Reject Resolution to Oppose Catholic Candidate 

(Jacksonville, Fla.) — The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the US 
(Southern) has rejected as "bigotry" a resolution to have the denomination put on 
record as officially opposed to the election of a Roman Catholic president. 


In what is believed to be the first action of this kind taken by a major 
church body in the current US political campaign, the Assembly declared thats 
"does not deem it appropriate to its functions to endorse or condemn any indi- 
vidual candidate for public office". 


At the same time the Asscowbly reaffirmed "the historic American position 
with resvect to the separation of Church and State". The resolution did not 
mention by name Senator John F. Kennedy of Massachusetts, a contender for the 
Democratic nomination and a Roman Catholic. 

Inanother action. the denomination's 100th General Assembly meeting in Jack- 
sonville, Fla., approved a report of a Committee on Inter—Church Relations which 
had rejected a proposal that the denomination study the legality of its member-— 
ship in the National Council of Churches. It reaffirmed its support of the NCC 
and its "warm ties" with sister churches in the Reformed faith and in the World 
Council of Churches. 


The Assembly further: 
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Turned down a proposal for a plan of union with the United Presbyterian 
Church in the USA, but called for increased co-operation with that body. 


Endorsed a statement strongly deploring continued preparation for nuclear 
warfare, 


Rejected after vigorous debate a proposal that on moral srounds the deno- 
Mination dispose of its financial holdings in the tobacco industry. Delegates 
indicated they thought the vote was strictly a financial decision and not a com- 
ment on the spiritual issues involved in the use of tobacco. A spokesman said 
that “compared to the total amount of stock held in various fields, the tobacco 
holdings are negligible". 


Called upon synods and presbyteries to integrate their white educational 
institutions "with decisiveness and dispatch" and reaffizmed a 1954 stand that 
enforced racial segregation is "against the will of God". 


Affirmed the right and duty of its members to carry out responsible family 
planning. 


Some 500 clergy and lay delegates attendel the Assembly which marked the 
centennial of the formation of the church. EPS, Geneva 


Methodist Bishops Denounce Attacks Asainst NCC and WCC 


¥ 


(Denver, Colorado) — "A vigorous protest against viciously false statemmts" made 
against prominent Protestant churchmen and the US National and the World Councils 
of Churches has been registered by the l.ethodist Church's Vouncil of Bishops, 


In a 20,000-word Episcopal address to the Church's quadrennial General Con- 
ference in Denver, the bishops deplored the assaults on these co-operative bo- 
dies "at a time when there was never greater need to emphasize the unity of the 
Christian Church", ' 


To combat these slanders, the address said, there is need for a more tho- 
rough educational programme in the churches “about the origin, nature and pur- 
poses" of co-operative church agencies. Further, it urged that both clergy and 
leity get more actual experience in ecumenical activity, locally, nationally and 
in world programmes. 


The message also defended the right of the church and its agencies to speak 
> on controversial issues in the fields of social, economic or political policy 
and action. "Even atthe risk of being mistaken in some of its judgments the 
Church will not cease to seek for the iiind of Christ as this can be related to 
current problems and to declare it convictions on matters of human concern in 
the light of the Gospel", the bishops said. 


But they cautioned "no committee or conference meeting under the auspices 
of any council of churches should attempt to speak either to or for the churches 
in a fashion that exceeds the limits of its representative capacity or its ori- 
ginal organisation". They added that “at all levels of council operation there 

_ is need for fuller lay participation". 


In other sections of the address, the bishops spoke out against racial se- 

' gregation in the Church, endorsed birth control, reiterated their opposition to 

liguor and tobacco and noted there are “disturbing signs" that the current re— 
vival of religion in the United States may have passed its crest. 


. The Episcopal address, which was signed by the 74 members of the Council of 
- Bishops, was drafted by Bishop William C. Martin of Dallas, Texas, who also read 
Mthe message at the opening night session of the General Conference. 
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In another session, the nearly 800 delegates rejected overwhelningly a pro- 
posal that the church cut off financial support from its seminaries that refused 
to admit Negro students. It settled instead for a pledge to "bring all Metho- 
dist-related institutions into full harmony with the policy of the church and its 
pronouncement on race", The Nethodist Church supports. 12 theological schools. 
One is all-Negro, and all except two of the others admit Negroes, 


The delegates had earlier refused to endorse proposals which would have 
, hastened the abolition of its all-Negro Central Jirisdiction and agreed to re- 
tain present machinery which provides for its gradual climination. (See EPS 
pre 17) EPS, Geneva 


In Drief 
The Rev. Simo Palosuo, scerctary of the Board of the Centre cf Christian 
Education of the Church of Finland, has been named dircoctor of the Laymen's 
Training Institute at Jurvep#. He succceds the Rev. Dr. Arne Siirala who had 


held the post for several ycars. The centre, which is located 20 miles north 
of Helsinki, is the Church of Finland's main Study institute for tho laity. 


x x 
A message from the Bishops! Confcrence of the Church of Finland, urging 


traffic safcty, will be issued to all applicants for a driver's licence in Fin- 
land, 


~ - 
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The Norwe ian Missionary Council has asked the 21 churches and nissionary 
organisations affiliated with it to "pray to God for freedom and decent living 


conditions for our brothers and sisters i: South Africa. 


* 


Eighteen of the 28 churches and Chapels in Norway, destroyed during the war, 
have been rebuilt. Construction has also been started on three others, .In all 
4‘7 new churches and chapels have been built since the end of the ware 


x % 


Donations to charities between the value of 50 (US¥ 7.26) and 1,000 crowns 
(USs 145.20) have for the first time been declared tax-free in Denmark. Reli- 
gious institutions and organisations undcor the auspices of the national Lutheran: 
Church and of the recognised Free Churches are included in the catcgory which is 
entitled to receive donations tax-free, 


Dery ae 


In many districts of Czechoslovakia children are no longer receiving any 
religious instruction, according to Mlada Fronte, a Prague newspaper. It said 
the decline of Christian education programmes was duc to "the continuous advance 
of science, and technical progress". . 


ee 


More than 5,000 persons, including many dignitaries from thc churdl, govern— 
ment, politics, labour and other areas of Japanese life, gathcred in Tokyo to 
attend the funeral of Dr. Toyohiko Kagawa, famed Christian social evangelist, 
who dicd on April 23, at the age of 71. (Sec FPS N° 16) In addition Dr. 
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Kagawa's family received thousands of condolence telegrams. Eulogies at the fu- 
neral were delivered by representatives of the National Christian Council of Ja- 
pan, the United Church of Christ, and Protcstant missions, as well as the So- 
Clalist Party and the Japanese Co—opurative Federation. 


* * 


» the Vatican has announced a plan to build and opcrate a powerful radio station 
in either Hong kong or the Philippines. Its chief purpose, though not expressly 
stated in the announcement, will apparently be to beam Roman Catholic broadcasts 
to Communist China. . 

x 


Bishop Gerald Kennedy of Los Angeles, Cale, has bvon officiclly instelled 
as president of the Council of Bishops of the Methodist Church. He succeeds 
Bishop Marvin A. Franklin of Jackson, Miss. Named president-designate to suc- 
ceed Bishop Kennedy at the ond of his one-year term was Bishop Paul E. Martin of 
Little Rock, Ark, 

x 


The United Church of Christ in the Philippines has sent its first Filipino 
missionary nurse to Turkey. She is iiss Hilaria P, Alaan, who will work for 
five years at the Ajarriah Smith iiemorial Hospital near Ankara. 


Saas a 


"The Service of the Christian in Europe" will be the theme of a conference 
of European Reformed and Presbyterian Churches to be “held August 24-29, 1961, 
at Lontpellier, France. The theme was chosen by the Administrative Committee of 
: the European Area of the World Alliance of Reformed and Presbyterian Churches 
| during their meeting last week in Paris. The conference is expectcd to draw up 
: to 150 representatives of the 28 European Alliance member churches. 


Fe 


Generalissimo Rafael B. Trujillo of the Dominican Republic has announced 
that his government has sent to parliament the draft of a constitutional amend— 
ment which would lift the legal ban against Jehovah's Witnesses in the country. 
The proposed amendment would also give the Communists full protcction under the 
law as a political party. Aim of the measure is to give all citizens "freedom 
to profess thc political and religious ideologies they prefcr, without limita- 
tions or restrictions", 

x # 


President Eisenhower will attend scrvices in Moscow's «nly Baptist Church 
during his visit in Juac, according to an announcement of the All-Union Council 
of Evangelical Christians (Baptists). It said the President will visit the 
church on Sunday, June 12, which is dedicated to the Holy Trinity. 

EPS, Geneva 


Third Assembly Brochure 


Additional copics of the new flyer on the World Councili, Third Assembly 
enclosed with this issue may be ordered from: World Council of Churches, Assembly 
Preparation, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzcrland. The cost is 10 Swiss 
centimes (30.03US) (2a.) per copy for an order of 100 or morc and 15 centimes 
($0.04US) (3d.) per copy for orders of less than 100. Postage is additional, 

EPS, Geneva 
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Document 


The following statement was adopted by the Christian Council of South 
Africa at its 13th biennial meeting at Capetown last week. The Council is a 
multi-racial body, composed of English-speaking churches and missions in south 
Africa and is a constituent member of the International Missionary Council. 
Its membership does not include the Dutch Reformed Churches. 


The Onvasiuian Council-of South Atraica 


The Christian Council of South Africa has met under the deep shadow of the 
crisis through which our country is passing; over 100 of our fellow citizens 
have lost their lives, 1700 arc being detained in prison on no stated charge, 
large numbers are suffering scrious privation and anxiety through the removal 
of parent and breadwinner. All this gives us grave concern for our country and 
for those on whom ill has fallen, 


We reiterate the Council's earlier plea to the Government to end the present 
state of emergency as soon as possible; for the present situation breeds evil 
that erows with every hour. 


We cannot too urgently press for the full re-establishment of the Rule of 
Law without which, togethor with an independent judiciary, no state can clain 
to be civilised and in keeping with Westcrn standards. It is urgently important 
that all of those detained should either be released or charged before a public 
court » 


We consider it is of vital importance that means of communication and con- 
sultation between Government and Urban African Leaders be established and main- 
tained and urge that thosc responsible take the necessary steps immediately. 


We maintain that for the dependants of detainces and political prisoners 
the State has a special responsibility which it should accept and carry out with 
humanity and generosity. While it would be wrong for the main burden of Social 
Welfare Servicos caused by the detmtions to fall on voluntary welfare agencies 
or private charity; we appeal to Christian people to respond by money and 
personal service to the vast need that the Emergency has created. 


We urge the Government to appoint immediately a Judicial Commission repre- 
sentative of our multi-racial society, to enquire fully and publicly into the 
underlying causes that give rise to such disturbances. We are awarc that reme- 
dies for the ills of our country are not to be found only by investigations of 
commissionsor the actions of Government; there is also need for deep searching 
of heart and mind by every South african of whatever race or religion, that we 
may see clearly what our duty to one another is and have courage to do it, ls- 
pecially do we believe that the white people of South Africa holding as they do 
all political power have the greatest responsibility in this matter. 


We call on all Christians to re-dedicate themselves to the carrying out of 
Christ's Law of Love toward all mankind, firstly because it is His Commandment 
and secondly because it is the only possible basis of a just socicty. 


EPS, Geneva 
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WCC Proposes Consultation of South African Churches 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches has proposed to its eight member chur- 
ches in South Africa that it take the initiative in convening a "fully repre- 
sentative" consultation of their leaders and WCC representatives to seek mea- 
sures towards reconciliation in the current emergency, 


The proposal is put forward in a letter sent on May 12 from World Council 
of Churches! headquarters in Geneva to the chief officials of the eight bodies. 
Signers of the letter were the three officers of the world body: Dr. W.A. 
Visser 't Hooft, general secretary; Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, chairman 
of its policy-making Central Committee; and Dr, Ernest A. Payne, London, 
Central Committee vice-chairman. 


The proposals for the consultation arose out of conferences held with 
South African church leaders by WCC associate general secretary Dr. Robert S. 
Bilheimer during a recent 12-day visit in South Africa. An ordained minister 
of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, Dr. Bilheimer made the visit at 
the request of the WCC officers. 


At Geneva WCC headquarters, Dr. Bilheimer said that if the South African 
churches agree to the proposal, the consultation will probably be held in 
"early autumn", 
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The WCC officers say in their letter, "it is the function of the World 
Council of Churches to facilitate every opportunity for conversation among its 
member churches", They add: "It is the genius of the ecumenical movement 
that fellowship is maintained evenwhen disagreements concern profound and 
urgent matters, It is through the prayer and the continued search for Cod's 
will which are occasioned by such a situation, that our need for each other 
and our sense of unity deepens and grows." 


The letter suggests five "levels" as the "most urgent for ecumenical dis-— 
cussion at this present time". They are: 


1. A discussion of the "factual understanding" of the basic factors in- 
volved. Because there is "a widely varying knowledge of the facts" and "a 
difference of interpretation" there must be "an attempt to gain a fresh and 
more accurate understanding ofthe objective situation .,. " 


2. A discussion of steps presently being taken by the South African 
churches to "help establish that justice and peace of which the Bible speaks" 
and Ways in which these measures can be made known among the member churches 
in South Africa and other parts of the world, 


3- A discussion of “our understanding of the meaning of the Gospel for 
relationships among the races". The letter quotes a resolution adopted by the 
WCC's Second Assembly (Evanston, Ill., USA, 1954) in which the Assembly "de- 
clares its conviction that any form of segregation based on race,  CoOLour soa 
ethnic origin is contrary to the Gospel, and is incompatible with the Christ- 
ian doctrine of man and with the nature of the Church of Christ". The letter 
states; “It is the function of the ecumenical movement to witness to such 
convictions, and it is the function of the World Council of Churches to con- 
tinue conversations concerning these with those who disagree with them." 


4, A discussion of implications of the rapid social changes in Africa 


and “the significance of these developments of contemporary history for Christ— 
ian witness in South Africa", 


9¢ A discussion of the current emergency including an airing of different 
interpretations of it. 


The officers of the World Council had asked Dr. Bilheimer to visit member 
churches in South Africa before receiving suggestions for an inquiry into the 
Situation made by both the Anglican Archbishop Joost de Blank. of Capetown, 
and Dutch Reformed leaders. 


Dr. Bilheimer noted that the consultation now being proposed by the WCC 
is not being suggested in response to these, since it has "a broader and dif- 
ferent function". 


In addition to the letters sent to the leaders of its eight member chur-— 
ches, the WCC officers at the same time sent a second letter to the Anglican 
Church and to the three Dutch Reformed Churches, in which they note that during 
Dr. Bilheimer's visit "the desire was expressed thatthe World Council of Chur— 
ches invite representatives from the Dutch Reformed Church of the Transvaal, 
the Dutch Reformed Church of. the Cape, the Hervormde Church and the Church of 
the Province of South Africa (Anglican) to a consultation concerning their re- 
lationship with each other and with the WCC". 


The WCC officers state in their letter that they are "glad for this ini- 
tiative which has come to us," and respond by issuing an invitation to such 
a consultation, with the suggestion that it be held "prior to, but at the same 
general time" as the larger consultation. The letter adds that"our motive in 
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doing so is that it is our duty and privilege as officers of the WCC to do all 
we can to maintain and create fraternal relationships between the member chur- 
ches", (See page for full text of letter to the 8 member churches) 

EPS, Geneva 


World YWCA Takes Stand on Race 


(Geneva) - The World YWCA Executive Committee has called upon its National As- 
sociations in 66 countries to "support responsible non-violent attempts to en- 
sure equal civil, social and economic rights for all racial groups and to help 
and support as effectively as possible those amongst their membership who are 
Suifering from racial conflict", 


The appeal was made in a resolution adopted at the close of a twelve-day 
meeting of the 20-member World YWCA Executive Committee at the World Council 
of Churches! Ecumenical Institute near Geneva.e The resolution recalls the 
recognition in the Association's constitution of "the equal value in God's 
Sight of all human beings" and expresses deep concern at the continuing racial 
prejudice and discrimination in the world and the recent upsurge of anti-semi- 
tism. 


The Executive Committee, whose members come from 17 different countries 
and every continent, also took action with regard to increased financial sup- 
port for its Refugee Services as a result of World Refugee Year efforts. Funds 
will be allocated for development of vocational training and integration ser- 
vices among refugees in Austria, the Middle Hast and Hong Kong, 


Among activities planned for the next two years are an All-Africa YWCA 
Conference to be held in Southern Rhodesia in December 1960, a World Membership 
Conference in Jamaica in August 1961, and two confcrences for leaders on work 
with youth in Asia in 1962 — one in Malaya and another in the Philippines. 
International voluntary service, intcrnational travel and the development of 
programme activities related to science education are among he main trends for 
.YWCA programme work on the international level. 


The interracial Executive Committee includes three Roman Catholics, a 
member of the Coptic Church, and Protestants of all denominations. The group 
joined in common worship every day. EPS, Geneva 


Baptists Plan European News Network 


(Ztirich) - A news agency which will tell the world what European Baptists are 
doing may be established at Rtischlikon Baptist Seminary, Ztirich, following a 
move by 60 writers and publishers of the denomination. 


From 11 countries, they proposed, during a conference at the Seminary, that 
a press officer be appointed to organise a wide news network, 


The suggestion will go before the American Southern Baptists! Foreign Mis- 
sion Board, which supports the Seminary, and international Baptist bodies. 


Another step in European co-operation was the decision of publishers of 
the various countries to exchange ideas and books and to make specialised equip- 
Ment available to each other. Books of common interest will be recommended to 
all countrics concerned for adaptation and publication. 


The conference was arranged by Dr. J.D. Hughey, Jr., Professor of Church 
History at the Seminary, who is from South Carolina. EPS, Geneva 
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Berlin Youth Meeting Seeks New Approach by Church 


(Geneva) - An international meeting of Christian youth in Berlin has discussed 
ways of overhauling the churches' approach to youth and outsiders. 


Leaders of the ten-day ecumenical conference, called by the WCC Youth 
Department and attended by 45 youth leaders from ten countries, reported a 
strong feeling among youth inside and outside the churches that the Church is 

f "necessary, because of the longing of youth to believe and to belong". But 
recent soundings made by investigators in Hast and west Germany, they said, 
showed that youth tended to despair of the effectiveness of present church 
structures. ; 


"The trend seems to be to resent insensitive attitudes of pastors and 
church leaders", said staff members of the World Council of Churches, who helped 
plan the meeting, "However, youth responds to pioneering projects with small 
groups and to clubs that try to roach them where they live." 


All participants in the Berlin meeting stressed the value of the ecumeni- 
cal movement and of Bible study in helping to change existing ways of working 
in the local congregation. A feature of the conference was Bible study along 
"different" lines. One Bible study session featured individual efforts to 
write press articles on "Peace" arising out of Paul's Letter to the Ephesians. 


"T should prefer to write a book on systematic theology", commented one 
conference member. "It's easier," 


Some participants wantcd to modify the old approach of the churches through 
local parishes and to work through setting up Christian cells in daily life, 
but most favoured keeping the local church as a base for other Christian ap- 
proaches on wccek=days. 


According to WCC Youth Department observers there was dissatisfaction a- 
mong laymen about being treated as “annexes to the pastor" and a recognition 
that “the laity themsolves have a real pastoral job in living and working 
alongside the people". 


The Berlin group agreed to join every day in concrete intercessions for 
each other and for the churches and the world. 


Leaders at the meeting, the ninth in an annual series arranged by the 
WCC's Youth Department, included Walter Killinger, ecumenical secretary in the 
Youth Department of the- Evangelical Church in Germany, and Pastor Bengt—Thure 
Molander, a parish priest of the Church of Sweden and former executive secre-— 
tary of the WCC's Youth Department. 


Participants came from all parts of Germany and from Brazil, Belgium, 
Greece, Italy, New Zealand, Sweden, Switzerland, the United Kingdom and the 
USA. EPS, Geneva 


Church Concern for South Africa Continues 


(Geneva) - Condemnations of apartheid and declarations of solidarity with the 
churches in South Africa continue in churches all over the world. 


In South Africa itself the government has ordered the deportation of Miss 
Hannah Stanton, a British Anglican missionary detained in Pretoria under the 
emergency regulations. 
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Tho decision to make her leave South Africa was taken by the Minister of 
Justice, Mr} Francois C. Erasmus, after attempts by the British government to 
have her charged or released unconditionally had failed. 


The Church of England's Canterbury Convocation, expressing "grave concern" 
over events in South Africa, declared "the policy of apartheid to be contrary 
to the purpose of God for His children as understood by the majority of Christ— 
jan people", called for prayers, and expressed solidarity with the people and 
churches of South Africa. 


Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, Archbishop of Canterbury, who presided at the Convo- 
cation, had earlicr told a mecting of the Church Missionary Society in London 
that the Dutch Reformed Churches in South Africa were “gravely impairing their 
loyalty to Christ" by not speaking out against racial segregation policies. 


But the archbishop said the DRC should not be "too readily condemned" for 
holding views that had been "their group's beliefs implanted in them through 
many years. Dr. Fisher warned of the danger that when the South African 
churches were silent "all the churches in South Africa, even Christianity it- 
self, will be supposed by Africans to stand for white domination". 


A proposal to break off communion with the Dutch Reformed Churches in South 
Africa was defcated in the Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of England and 
found only about six supporters; but the Assembly called on the Dutch Reformed 
Church to withdraw support of the government's apartheid policy, 


In the United States the general board of the Christian Methodist Bpiscopal 
Church, a Negro body, approved a letter to President Eisenhower and Secretary 
of State Christian Herter calling for an economic boycott against South Africa 
until that country stopped its sogregation and discrimination practices. 

BPS, Geneva 


Italy's Methodists Report Progress 
(Rome) —-The Methodist Church in Italy has increased its giving by 50% in 1959. 


The report of progress was presented to the Synod when it heard of forward 
moves toward financial independence. Mcthodist work in the past has been large- 
ly supported from the United Kingdom, 


In other synod sessions delegates heard of local pastoral co-operation 
with the Waldensian Church and crcaeted a department to train lay preachers. 


A delegation from the Waldensian Church, led by Moderator Ermanno Rostan, 
attended the synod of the church, which will be 100 years old in 1961. 


The Rev. Mario Sbaffi was unanimously ro-clectcd by the Methodists as pre- 
sident and general superintendent. EPS, Geneva 


Korean Christians Respond in Crisis 


(Seoul) ~ The National Christian Council of Korea has pledged support in nation— 


al reconstruction after the fall of Fresident Syngman Rhee, 


A resolution of the council promises a halt to internal strife in church 
circles, which led to a split and lator reconciliation in the Presbyterian 
Church this year. (See EPS N°s 2 and 9) 


The churches say they hope for closer unity among themselves, as an example 
to the nation in the new period ahead,in building democracy. 
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In another statement the NCC objects to reported condemnation by the small 
and ultra-conscrvative American Council of Christian Churches of the US State 
Department's “interference” in Korean internal affairs at the time of President 
Rhee's fall. 


The NCC says “the attitude taken by the American government in the resto 
ration of democracy in Korea was highly justified and perfectly proper". 


Meanwhile the NCC's radio station HLKY has been widely praised for being 
the only independent station at the time of the rioting and increasing its news 
coverage of events. HLKY will try to maintain its newly gained prestige by 
strengthening its news department and adding two hours of broadcasting to its 
daily schedule if funds become available. 


The aim of the expansion will be to ensure public service and accurate Co- 
verage during drawing up of a new constitution and the coming clections. 
EPS, Geneva 


Bishop Dibelius Celebrates 80th Birthday 


(Berlin) ~ Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin was 80 on May 15. Special services 
were held in Berlin, preceded by a youth rally on May 14, 


From Geneva WCC gconeral secretary Dr. W-A. Visser 't Hooft scat birthday 
greetings to the bishop as one of the co-prcsidents of the World Council. Dr. 
Visser 't Hooft's message observed that the bishop had been active in the ecu- 
menical movement from its beginnings. 


Recalling that Bishop Dibelius had helped to draft the report on the Unity 
of the Church at the Lausanne World Conference on Faith and Order in 1927, Dr. 
Visser 't Hooft quotes Bishop Dibelius as saying in that reports "God's Pente- 
costal Spirit intoxicates men and at the same time makes them sober — it makes 
them intoxicated with sacred hope and sober in considering the next step." 


These words are called by the WCC's general secretary "a good summary of the | 


role which you yourself have played in the ecumenical movement". 


Other messages of grecting reached Bishop Dibelius from léaders of Church 
and state in many parts of Germany. EPS, Geneva 


Pope Urges Missions to Understand Other Christians 

(Rome) — Pope John XXIII has appealed to Roman Catholic missionaries to show 
more understanding toward thoir “brethren who bear the name of Ghriat, int therm 
heads and hearts, but are separated from the Catholic Church", 


The Pope, addressing the General Council of Papal Missions, said every at- 
tempt must be made to break down obsolete ideas and overcome prejudices in 
creating a favourable atmosphere for "return" to the Church of Rome. 


"In this way doors can be opened for the unity of the Church of our Lord 
Jesus Christ", the Pope declared. He underlined the importance for missions of 
the forthcoming Ecumcnical Council of the Roman Catholic Church, EPS, Geneva 


Church Crafts To Be Featured at Munich Fair 


(Munich) - This year's Munich Trade Fair, May 11 - 22, includes an intcrnational 
exhibit showing “Church and Craftmanship". 
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Over 250 sculptors, painters, craft workers and architects from 10 Huropean 
countries have placed their work on show. 


Protestant, Catholic and Anglican artists have filled 200 square metres of 
exhibition space with 500 works, including plastics, goldsmiths' pieces, leather 
work, ceiling decoration, metal and plexiglass pulpits and church furnishings 
in wood. BPS, Geneva 


European Industrialists Confer at Bossey 


(Geneva) — "What do current economic developments in Europe mean for the growth 
of a new European society?" was a loading question put to a group of forty-two 

industrialists and church leaders from 8 European countries, the USA and Ghana 

last week-end. 


They met at the Ecumenical Institute, Bossoy, near Geneva, to face up to 
the coming on the scene of the European economic co-operative enturprises of 
"the six" and "the seven", to see how church mombers could be better informed 
about what the new developments moan, and to try to determine the churches! 
responsibility. 


The industrialists agreed that the churches cannot be enlisted behind any 
one scheme for economic development, but must come to grips with economic and 
social unions between nations, which will affect whole social structures. 


Other questions asked at the mceting were: How can nationalism be trans— 
cended without losing the good elements in a national heritage? If Europe 
grows richer as a result of economic union how can the new wealth be used for 
aiding underdeveloped countries as well as European peoples themselves? 


The industrial leaders agreed that the new trends called for responsible 
sacrifice by church membcrs in overcoming unworthy national ambition and help- 
ing Europe to do its duty to the world. They advocated closer co-operation of 
European churches across denominational dividing lines. 


Leaders at the meeting included Dr. Max Kohnstamm, adviser to the president 
of the Euratom Commission in Brussels, Dr. Walter Bauer, chairman of the German 
group of the European Union for Economic and Social Progress, and Professor K.A. 
Busia, from Ghana, who is at present lecturing at the Institute of Social Stu- 
dies at Leyden, Netherlands. EPS, Geneva 


Bast Buropean Churches Effect Economics ; 
(Geneva) - Lutheran churches in Hungary and Foland are merging congregations in 
a drive to make their work more efficient, 


Hungarian lutheran Bishop Zoltan Kaldy has announced that 25 small local 
churches with a total membership of 6,670 will be attached to larger churches 


during the noxt five-year period, The 25 small groups are at prosent being 
subsidised from central church funds. 


Similar steps are being taken by the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Poland. 
An exodus of German-speaking Protestants from Poland since the war has reduced 
Lutheran church membership from 500,000 to 120,000. 


The church plans to merge parishes and reorganise its administration in an 
effort to cope with its economic problems. The size of many existing buildings 
is reported to be out of proportion to local needs. EPS, Geneva 
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in Brief 


Newspaper reports in Britain's "News of the World" and "Sunday Pictorial" 
foaturing "the sexual adventures" of film and stage stars have been called "ex- 
ploitation of sex" by the Advisory Group on Sexy Marriage and the Family of the 
British Council of Churches. The Advisory Group has supported condemnation of 
the reports by the General Council of the Press in the United Kingdom. 


* * 


John D. Rockefeller, Junior, the American oil millionaire and philanthropist, 
who died on May 11, aged 86, included many Christian causes in his gifts. The 
Ecumenical Institute of the World Council of Churches, Bossey, Switzerland; the 
World Council's international study on Rapid Social Change and YMCA Intcrnational 
Service were among the world-wide Christian projects he supported. 


ee 


Miss Rosamund Essex, editor since 1950 of the "Church Times", independent 
British Anglican weekly, will retire at the and of August. She will be suc- 
ceeded by the Rev. Roger L. Roberts, Vicar of the Church of All Hallows, London 
Wall, and secretary of the Church of Hngland Men's Society. 


¥ # 


Wiss Helen Keller has been made an honorary life member of the American 
Bible Society to mark the 125th anniversary of the ABS's work with the blind. 
A plaque presented to Miss Keller, who has been blind and deaf from the age of 
19 months and has overcome her disability, says that “insight comes not by the 
eye nor wisdom by hearing; but from a hoart of faith inspired by the Word of 
Cod rise truth and love to bless mankind", Miss Keller will be 80 in Junc. 


AG tea 


Professor Reinhold Nicbuhr will retire at the end of May as professor and 
vice-president of Union Theological Sominary in New York after 32 years SCcrvice. 
He will conduct a weekly seminar during his rotirement and undertake research 
sn international affairs at Columbia University. Dr. Niebuhr will be 68 in 


June es 
* * 


The Christian Council of South Africa has refused to answor a lotter from 
the South African Government's Department of Bantu Development seeking details 
of church arrangements that place white ministers under the authority of Afri- 
cans. The Council's sccerctary, the Rev. A.W. Blaxall, said it had been unani- 
mously decided "to refuse to answor any queries asked in the letter and to point 
out to the Bantu Administration Department that this is purely a matter for the 
church administrations involved". 


x  % 


The Methodist Church in the USA has abolished a rule that only "innocent 
parties" in divorces can be remarried in church. New rules adopted by the lie- 
thodist's quadrennial General Conferonce permit remarriage of any divorced per— 
son who is aware of what led to the break-up of the previous marriage, intends 
to make the new marriage Christian and has had time for preparation ana coun~ 
selling, The church also adopted a recommendation calling for ministers to hold 
premarital confcrences with applicants before weddings. 


ng a 
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Creation of a 25-member commission on ecumenical consultation has been 
authorised by the General Conference of the Mcthodist Church in the USA. “ne 
new body will be appointed by the church's Council of Bishops amd inform Me- 
thodists about developments in the ecumenical movement as well as acting as a 
channel of communication with the World Council of Churches and the National 
Council of Churches in the USA, 


ag ee 


Professor Hans Joachim Iwand, professor of Systcmatic Theology at the 
Protestant Faculty of Thcology, Bonn University, Germany, died after a brief 
illness on May 3. He was 60 years of age. Dr. Iwand was a momber of the Synod 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Germany (EKID) and was active in a number 
of church organisations, including the Council of Brethren of the East Prussian 
Confessional synod, which he served as chairman, He was particularly active in 
promoting contacts with churches in Eastern Europe and during the Hitler regime 
had been a leader of the Confessing Church. 


Katee cay 


A plan to shorten the Norwegian Lutheran thoological course from seven to 
five years is currently being considered by the theological faculty of the Uni- 
versity of Oslo, Reason for the proposed shortening is to alleviate the cou- 
ntry's severe shortage of Lutheran pastors. Tho national Church has only 20 
first-year theological students in this academic ycar. 


ran cas 


In future all candidates for episcopal office in the Church of Sweden 
will be expected to be ready to ordain women-pastors, according to Ragnar 
Edenman, Minister of Religious Affairs in Sweden. Church circles are expected 
to resist the regulation because it means admission to episcopal office is no 
longer determined solely by suitability and merit. EPS, Geneva 
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A Letter Sent by the World Council of Churches to 
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Leaders of its Bight Mcmbcr Churches in South Africa, 
May 12, 1960 
To the Member Churches in the Union of South Africa 
Dear Brethren in Christ, 


We send you groctings in the name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
and extend to you our assurance of support and fellowship in your witness to 
His name in these difficult times. Wc wish to thank you for the cordial and 
helpful reception which you afforded to our representative, Dr. Robert 4. Dil- 
heimer, during his recont visit, and we take this as one among many Siens of 
erowing ecumenical fellowship. 


Indeed, we regard it as a fundamental characteristic of the ccumenical 
movement, and the World Council of Churches in particular, that it helps to re- 
move isolation among the churches and creates that conversation in Christ which 
may lcad us all to a deeper fellowship and obedience. As ecumenical conversa- 
tion progresses, the participants in it are led to register their common con- 
victions from time to time. When this occurs, individuals and sometimes chur- 
ches may not fully agree with the majority conviction. It is, however, of the 
genius of the ecumenical movement that fellowship is maintained even when dis- 
agreements concern profound and urgent mattcrs. It is through the praycr and 
the continued search for God's will which are occasioned by such a situation, 
that our need for each othcr and our sense of unity deepens and grows. We 
understand it to be the function of the World Council of Churches to facilitate 
every opportunity for such conversation among its member churches, 


In the present situation, we believe that there are diffcront levels on 
which our discussion should take place, We mention five, which seem to us to 
be among the most urgent for ccumcnical discussion at this present time: 


1. The first is the level of our factual understanding of the situation in 
South Africa. It is clear that within the membcr churches in South Africa, and 
among the churches outside of South africa, there is a widely varying knowlcodge 
of the facts of present conditions. liorcover, there is a difference of inter- 
pretation of facts which, wo feel, requires that all concerned attempt to gain 
a fresh and more accuratc understanding of the objective situation in which we 
stand. This understanding, in our opinion, should not be limited to the parti- 
cular circumstances of the ovents of the current emergency, but should proceed 
as far as possible into the basic factors which are now in operation within the 
total scene, 


2, The second is the level of action. We are fully aware that it is the pur- 
pose of every mombcr church in South Africa to help establish that justice and 
peace of which the Bible speaks. We are grateful for a general agreemont with 
the Evanston statement that: "Their calling requires Christians to witness to 
the Kingship of Christ and the unity of all mankind, and to strive through so- 
cial and political action to secure justicc, frecdom, and peace for all, as a 
foretaste of that kingdom int» which the faithful shall be gathcred." We can 
report to you, however, that the coicrete steps which the churches in South 
Africa arc taking, within their respective policies, to secure these objectives 
are simply not known within the ecumenical community, and frequently not suf- 
ficiently known among the member ciurches in South Africa, Information and 
discussion concerning these matters is therefore urgently necded. 
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3, A third level concerns our undcirstanding of the meaning of the Gospel for 
relationships among the races, which is an acute problem not only in South A- 
frica but throughout the world. The goneral position of the Evanston Assembly 
as outlined in its report "Intergroup relations: The Church Amid Racial and 
Ethnic Tensions", which was received by the Second Assembly and commended to 
the churches, is knowmto you. We are certain that you understand that this re- 
mains as the most authoritative World Council statement on this mattcr, and 
that it has not been superseded. furthermore, you will recall the resolution 
which was adopted by the Second Assembly, namely: 


"Resolution I: The Second Assembly of the World Council: of Churches de- 
clares its conviction that any form of segregation based on race, colour, 
or ethnic origin is contrary to the Gospel, and is incompatible with the 
Christian doctrine of man and with the nature of the Church of Christ. 
The Assembly urges the churches within its membership to renounce all 
forms of segregation or discrimination and to work for their abolition 

‘ within their own life and within society. 


"Tn doing so, the Assombly is painfully aware that, in the realities of 

the contemporary world, many churches find thomselves confronted by histo- 
rical, political, social, and cconomic circumstances which may make the 
immediate achievement of this objective oxtremely difficult, But under 
God the fellowship of the ecumenical movoment is such as to offer to 

these Churches the strength and encouragement to help them and indivi- 
duals within them to overcome these difficulties with thc courage given 

by faith, and with the’desire to testify ovcr more faithfully to our 
Master," 


May we at this point recall the second paragraph of our lettcr? It is 
not a part of the nature of the orld Council of Churches to pronounce judg— 
ments upon churches or nations or pcople, nor to attempt to enforce convictions 
which have been crystallized in ecumenical debate. It is the function of the 
ecumenical movement to witness to such convictions, and it is the function of 
the World Council of Churches to continue conversations conccrning these with 
those who disagree with them, 


4, At the fourth level, we belicve that. it is important to seek a clearer 
understanding of contemporary history from a Christian viewpoint. The Evanston 
Assembly, particularly in its “Report on Social Questions: The Responsible So- 
ciety in a World Perspective", pointed to the profound and rapid social change 
taking place in Asia and Africa, and to its importance for Christian witness. 
This has been confirmed by the extensiye World Council study on "Our Common 
Christian Responsibility Toward Areas of Rapid Social Change", in which there 
has been such helpful participation by Christians in South Africa. We belicve 
that it is of paramount importance that this rapid social mange, which raiscos 
for Christian conscicnce urgent questions of frcedom and responsibility, justice 
and order, in new forms, should continuc to be a mattcr of study, and that the 
significance of these developments of contemporary history for Christian wit- 
ness in South ifrica should be a mattcr of ccumenical discussion, 


5. ‘The fifth level has to do with our understanding of the current. emergency. 
We know that this has raised questionsof the decpest conccrn to the member 
churches in South Africa, and we are certain that you recognize that churches 
throughout the world share in your concern. It has been reported to us that, 
‘among Christians in the Union, there are differont interpretations of the 
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meaning of this emergency. We ask therefore that this may be a mattur of dis- 
cussion, in order that we may all come to a better understanding of Lt. 


We welcome the suggestion that has arisen during the course of Dr. Bil- 
heimer's visit with you that the World Council of Churches initiate a consulta- 
tion to be held within the Union which will give an opportunity at the sane 
time for conversation between representatives of the World Council of Churches 
and the member churches in South Africa, and for conversation among these member 
churches themselves. The issues indicated in the above five points, in our 
opinion, should be among the questions which are discussed at this consultation, 
Furthermore, we understand that the consultation would be fully representative 
of the total constituency of the member churches. We would wclcome an arrange- 
ment whereby specific plans for the consultation wovld be madc by a group con- 
sisting of the leaders of the member churches, and a represcntative of the World 
Council, ? 


In order to facilitate this meeting, may we request a reply at your earliest 
convenience as to whether you agree with this initiative of the World Councas 
in arranging for such a consultation? If we may have your roply by May Sede 
will assist grcatly in making neccessary arrangoments. 

It is our earnest prayer that by such means we may all be given a ercater 
unity in His Spirit, a purpose that is more clearly illumined by His Word, and 


obedience which is in deeper accord with His will. Way His grace be with you. 


Sincerely yours, 


Franklin Clark Fry Brnest A, Payne 
Chairman of the Central Vice-Chairman of the Central 
Committee Committee 


UA. Visser: 't Hoot 
General Secretary 


eS yy AS ee ee ae ae ee ee 


Mo. 20/27th Loar 27th lay, 1960 


On Other Pages 


la) 


POS eoumGrudr Cie ox COMMUN Ca Leo AUNGLGiG le) ce elise elle levielle le le. 4 sl 0) @ 
Japanese Christians Oppose Eisenhower Visit to Shrine « « « + « + « » » 
ieee Ont an wOnurch BECOMES AUTONOMOUS fs w\)s «a 6 vo wiv ve 8 8 6 0's 
meri te nic Back «1 Vom IS Ton DU UPI Sri mee, ie le) ees ae eo es a a ee see 
Suvrenes Commemorate: HainburenyiolO (ale 6 aw 61 0 ww 8 ee 8 ee ee a 
ee aarti tile) Veta scale eho die Wie cieleectrl el sta! ee len anaii elastase) ee 


OV UT O01 01 WN OY 


Nigerian Churches Prepare for Political Independence 

(Idi-Aba, Nigeria) - Jigerian church leaders emphasised the responsibility of 
churches in their country, with the coming of national independence on October 
1, at a meeting of the Christian Council of Nigeria, May sere recs oP 


A keynote address by Anglican Bishop 8.0. Odutola of Ondo—Benin pointed 
out that “as we have had to give a lead in the past in certain respects and we 
have done so successfully, so the country will expect us to continue". The 
bishop predicted that "the only difference will be that the missions will be 
less in evidence and the Church more in evidence after indepencence, and the 
Chureh can covnt on the promise God gave once when leadership passed from one 
hand to another: ‘As I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not 
fail thee nor forsake thee, only be strong and of a good courage!'". 


According to Bishop Odutola, who is retiring president of the Christian 
Council, "the comparative ease and calmness the Church has been enjoying may 
be due to the Pax Brittanica imposed on Nigeria". He asked: "What will happen 
or may not happen when the imperial force behind the Pax Brittanica is removed?" 


He called on the Council to "issue a clarion call to all our members to go 
out like Abraham from their present environment of bribery, corruption, and be- 
lief that politics is a dirty game, to the land where God is the first, our 
fellowmen second, and ourselves last". 
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Later the Council decided to launch a study of "The Christian Responsibility 
in an Independent Nigeria". A team of two leaders, a Nigerian director and an 
expert from abroad, will make a study of Christian responsibility in all three 
regions of Nigeria, leading up to a national study conference in May or June, 
1961. The study will be made as part of the World Council of Churches! inter— 
national inquiry on the Common Christian Responsibility Toward Areas of Rapid 
Social Change and with financial help from the Church of the Brethren in the 
USA. 


The Rev. Paul Abrecht and the Rev, Daisuke Kitagawa of the WCC's Department 
on Church and Society attended the Christian Council's meeting to help plan the 
study alongside the representatives of the Nigerian churches, 


The Nigerian study will investigate three needs: provision of Christian 
leaders in national life; definition of national political and economic goals 
in Christian terms; and the Christian role in overcoming social and group ten- | 
sions. 


Immediate action to be taken by the Christian Council before national in- 
dependence is declared on October 1 includes preparation of a message on the 
Christian attitude to the state and of a fifteen—page booklet on the role of 
the churches and missions in making Nigeria what it is today. ‘tiissionaries and 
church leaders from abroad have been invited by the regional governments to 
participate in the October 1 celebrations as a salute to the role of missions 
in the evolution of Nigeria. 


Bible studies led by Archdeacon I.0.S, Okunsanya of Ondo-—Benin stressed the 
importance of church unity in the new period ahead, "We should talk of the 
Church, one body", he told the Council. "There was a time when all thinking was 
done for us by whites. low we must be one body in Nigeria. We must think of 
the Church, of which the church in Nigeria is a part." 


In other action the Christian Councils: 


CALLED FOR co-operation in a scheme of the Western Region government, to train 
youth in agriculture as a vocation, The churches plan to participate in the 
scheme by appointing chaplains for "evangelism and pastoral oversight". Already 
one-year courses designed to keep youth on the land are being run in training 
institutions with experienced Israeli advisers; 


AUTHORISED EXPANSION of its work in literature distribution and the use of 
audiovisual media; 


SOUGHT CONTACT with Christian groups in Nigeria outside its own membership where 
these acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour; 


REQUESTED the government to study the legal situation in Nigeria resulting from 
widespread confusion over marriages of custom not registered with the state, 
The coming of Islam and the break-up of tribal loyalties contribute to the pro- 
blem, which is complicated by the exploitation of unattached children; 


EMBARKED on a training programme to help men and women in the Christian under- 
standing of the Biblical and sociological issues of the relations between men 
and women in a rapidly changing society. The work will be conducted in colla- 
boration with the WCC's Department on the Co-operation of Men and Women. Miss 
Cox van Heemstra, WCC leader of women's teams in Africa, attended the NCC's 
meeting; 

GREETED the Christian Council in Japan, expressed sympathy with Japan's Christ- 


ians in the death of Toyohiko Kagawa and sent a gift of & 40 to help relief 
work among destitute and disaster-stricken Japanese youth; 
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RESOLVED to co-operate fully in an international study of the theology of mis- 
sion being conducted by the International hissionary Council; 


SPOKE OUT AGAINST the racial policies of the South African government and "equal- 
ly" against "the violence that would use assassination as a political weapon"; 


SENT OFFERINGS for the work of the churches in World Refugee Year and the sup-— 
port of "treason trial defendants" and their relatives in South Africa. 


The meetings were attended by about 120 participants from all parts of Ni- 
geria and abroad, HPS, Geneva 


Divided Netherlands Churches to Use Same Building 


(Eindhoven) - Congregations of the Netherlands Reformed (Hervormde) and Gere- 
formeerde churches will use one church building for worship in Hindhoven, the 
rapidly developing town around the Philips electrical plants in the south of 
the country. 


The foundation stone of the church was laid on May 14. Funds are being 
provided by the national Hervormde church, the larger of the two. The Gerefor-— 
meerde Church, a more conservative Calvinist body, broke away from the Hervorm— 
de church in the 19th century. 


At the ceremony, spokesmen from both groups praised the agreement reached. 
The Hervormde pastor, W. van Gelder, said the church would not be "Hervormde" 
but a house of worship and prayer for all who look to one God and one Mediator 
for salvation. Gereformeerde Pastor A. Vellema said that although the two chur— 
ches were not united, it was "a wonderful thing to come together in the same 
church as God's people". 


Plans in hand for a Gereformeerde church in another part of the town allow 
for congregations of both churches to use the building in the same way. 
BPS, Geneva 


Moscow Church Excommunicates Professed Atheists 


(Moscow) — The Patriarch and Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church have pu- 
blicly excommunicated an apostate theological professor and other members who 
engaged in anti-religious propaganda, 


According to the "Journal of the Moscow Patriarchate" the decision was taken 
at a meeting of the Holy Synod in December, A synod decree pronounces Alexander 
Ossipov, "former protopriest and professor of the Leningrad Theological Academy" 
to be “expelled from holy orders and deprived of all churchly intercourse". 


The same decree expels "former protopriest Paul Darmansky" and "other ser- 
vants of the Church" for having “publicly blasphemed the name of God", 


The former clergymen and a number of apostate laymen excommunicated for the 
Same reason have engaged in recent months in writing articles against the Rus- 
sian Orthodox Church in the daily press and in atheist publications. 


In announcing the excommunications the Synod quotes the First Epistle of 
John, 2,19: "They went out from us but they were not of us". 


Japanese Christians Oppose Eisenhower Visit to Shinto Shrine 


(Tokyo) - Japan's National Christian Council has protested against plans for 
President Lisenhower to go to the Shinto Meiji shrine in Tokyo when he makes a 
state visit to Japan next month. 
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A three-man delegation from the Council told officials of the American En- 
bassy that the President's schedule included no visits to other religious shrines 
and amounted to a bow toward the Shinto faith, which General Douglas McArthur 
severed from government support in 1954, 


The NCC delegation also claimed that the visit violated the Japanese Consti- 
tution, which claims equal rights for all religions, and that if the call at the 
shrine was "sightseeing" the president should also see the sights of other reli- 
gions in Japan. 


(The Meiji shrine is a place of devotion to the Emperor Meiji, grandfather 
of Emperor Hirohito, and a centre of the nationalist Shinto cult.) 


Cancellation of the president's visit to the shrine on June 20 was also 
urged by the Japanese NCC in messages to the White House, the National Council 
of Churches in the USA, the Japanese Foreign and Education ministries and leaders 
of the Roman Catholic Church in Japan, EPS, Geneva 


US Churches Send Fellowship Assurance to South Africa 


(New York) ~ A letter of "Christian fellowship" has been sent by the US Confe- 
rence for the World Council of Churches to the Council's eight member churches 
in the Union of South Africa. 


"You and we face similar problems of tension in different national con- 
texts", says the communication, which was made public in New York last week. 


"Although we are making definite progress toward the solution of our pro- 
blems, as Christians in the United States, we write with no pride of accomplish— 
ment'', the letter continues. "There is much to be done here to accomplish the 
will of God in Christ and to develop a social order consonant with the mind of 
Christ, who lived and died for all men." 


The US Conference is composed of the thirty member churches of the WCC in 
the USA. 


The letter, citing the resolutions of the World Council's 1954 Evanston 
Assembly against racial segregation and discrimination, says that "in these 
testing times you and we need the gifts of wisdom and of courage to witness to 
the truth of the Gospel", — EPS, Geneva 


Indonesia's Church Council Ten Years Old 


(Djakarta) - The tenth anniversary of the Council of Churches in Indonesia was 
marked throughout the country by special services on Sunday, May 22, "Ecumenical 


Day", 
"Jesus Christ, the Light of the World", theme of the WCC's Third Assembly 
scheduled for New Delhi, India, at the end of 1961, was used in sermons, 


A consultation of Indonesian churches to be held in early July in Djakarta 
will select delegates and prepare Indonesia's study contribution for the WCO's 
New Delhi meeting. EPS, Geneva 


Indonesian Church Takes Stand on Marriage, Divorce 
(Djakarta) - The Protestant Church of the Island of Timor has defined its atti- 


tude to marriage and divorce. 
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The church declares that it is ready to bless marriages concluded according 
to ancient "adat" (customary) law on the same basis as government—registered 
unions when the parties ask for this blessing in the church, 


The Timor Church asks for legislation now in force elsewhere in Indonesia . 
to be recognised in Timor , so that “adat" and state-rcgistered marriages : 
may be brought into line with each other. 


Other declarations of the church affirm that it "does not recognise dis-— 
solution of marriage except by death" and cannot bless second marriages after 
divorce except after investigation of adultery and similar causes. 


The right of Christians to receive Holy Communion even after narrying non— 
Christians is upheld. EPS, Geneva 


New Caledonian Church Becomes Autonomous 


(Noumea, New Caledonia) - The Evangelical Church of New Caledonia in the South 
Pacific has been given autonomy by the Paris Mission. 


The Gospel was first preached in New Caledonia 119 years ago, 


The church was given its new status at a service conducted in the presence 
of the civil authorities on April 24. A "Declaration of Autonomy" turns over 
mission property to the church and places missionaries under church direction. 
The church will now be governed by a synod and council without missionary 
intervention, 


The reorganisation follows a decision of the Paris Mission made in 1957. 
The Evangelical Church has 15,000 members out of a total New Caledonian popu- 
lation of 70,000, EPS, Geneva 


Americans Back from Istanbul Pilgrimage 


(New York) - Archbishop Iakovos of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and 
south America has returned home after leading 535 pilgrims on a visit to the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople and to Greece. 


The archbishop reported that in spite of martial law in Turkey the group 
‘chad been welcomed by the government and the city authorities in Istanbul and 
given facilities to see the holy places of the Orthodox faith. 


The "Holy Light", a symbolic torch lit by the Ecumenical Patriarch at the 
Easter liturgy in Constantinople, has been kept alight and brought back by the 
pilgrims to kindle flames in all 378 Greek Orthodox churches in the Americas. 


During their stay in Istanbul the pilgrims were received by the Ecumenical 
Patriarch, Athenagoras I. Archbishop Iakovos has invited the Patriarch to visit 
the United States. EPS, Geneva 


Churches liark 50th Anniversary of Edinburgh 1910 


(New York) - Jubilee services of thanksgiving for the First World Missionary 
Conference, held in Edinburgh in 1910, began with an act of worship in New York 
on May 25. 


The service was sponsored by the National Council of Churches in the USA 
in co-operation with the International Missionary Council, the World Council of 
Churches, the World Council of Christian Education and Sunday School Association 
and the Protestant Council of the City of New York. 
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Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, general secretary ofthe IMC, was the preacher. 


Other commemorations will be held in London and Edinburgh later in “the 


year, 


Bishop Newbigin will again preach at Westminster Abbey on June 21 at a 
service planned by the Conference of British Missionary Societics and the British 
Council of Churches. Places are being reserved for "veterans" who were present 


at the Edinburgh 1910 mecting. 


In Edinburgh itself a widely televised service will be held in St. Giles! 
Cathedral on the afternoon of Sunday August 14. Church leaders from many parts 
of the world who will be attending sumier meetings of the World Council of 
Churches at St. Andrews, Scotland, will take part. EPS, Geneva 


In Brief 


The annual assembly of the Congregational Union of England and Wales has 
decided to resume talks with the Presbyterian Church of England. Professor Eric 
Fenn, the Presbyterian moderator, told the Congregational Assembly he believed 


the deadlock on Christian unity in Britain must be broken and that Presbyterians ~ 


and Congregationalists should give a lead. 


* 


* 


A new home for aged Russian refugees has been opened at Healesville, 
Victoria, Australia, by the Resettlement Department of the Australian Council 
for the World Council of Churches. The project will house 10 refugees from 
China and has been made possible by co-operation with the local Russian Welfare 
Society, the Australian Government and the United Nations! high Commissioner 


for Refugees. 
* 


* 


The Indian Government is willing to sell building sites for Protestant 
churches in housing areas adjacent to the country's new industrial developments. 
A delegation from the National Christian Council was told by Sardar Swaran 
Singh, the ilinister for liines, Steel and Power, that the needs of all religious 
groups for such land would be met. The rate of growth of the new industrial 
populations is compel.ing Protestants to unite in programmes for building and 


common worship. 
* 


* 


An ll-year old Latvian boy, Andrejs Suritis, was the millionth person to 
be resettled overseas by the Intergovernmental Committee for European higration 
(ICEM). The arrival of Andrejs, a Lutheran, in New York was sponsored by Ame 
rica's Lutheran Immigration Service and the Lutheran World Federation. 


* 


% 


The Dutch Frotestant Film Centre in Hilversum, which organises country— 
wide courses in film use and appreciation reports a sharp increase in the num 


ber of courses and film showings in 1959, 


Showings rose from 2,240 in 1958 to 


2,850 in 1959 and the centre reported growing intcrest in Protestant—sponsored 
films in comuunity organisations and Roman Catholic groups. 


* 


* 


wt 
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An agricultural centre set up two years ago by the Dayak Evangelical 
Church in South Borneo reports an increase in enrolment from six to 38 students 
for its second year of operation, Staffed by a Swiss farmer and two Dayak 
Christians, the centre receives financial aid from Switzerland and Germany, but 
is self-sufficient for maintenance of resident students, 
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His Holiness Vasken I, Supreme ‘Patriarch Catholicos of All Armenians, was 
scheduled to-begin a visit to the United States on May 20, The Catholicos, 
whose residence is in HEtchmiadzin, Soviet Armenia, is the spiritual leader of 
4,000,000 Armenians throughout the world. It is the first time a supreme head 
of the Armenian Apostolic Church has visited America, 


* * 


The Rev. Dr. Herman Lee Turner of Atlanta, Georgia, has been elected Mode- 
rator of the General Asscmbly of the Presbyterian Church in the USA. Dr. Turner, 
who has been prominent in action favouring desegregation in Atlanta, defeated 
the Rev. Edler G. Hawkins, Negro minister of a church in the Bronx, New York, 
by 471 votes to 469. EPS, Geneva 
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Newbigin Calls for Intensified Missions 


(New York) — Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, general secretary of the International 
Missionary Council, has declared that the main task of Christian missions still 
lies ahead and that the coming union of the ILC with the World Council of Chur- 
ches must make this clear, 


Preaching in New York's Riverside Church on May 25 at a service commemo— 
rating the fiftieth anniversary of the First “orld Missionary Conference in 
1910, he said that "the Church is present everywhere as the home base for a 
world missionary task, Rejoicing in the existence of the younger churches and 
helping them in their tasks must not become a substitute for missionary com- 
mitment", he went on. 


"Inter-church relations are not a substitute for foreign missions", Bishop 
Newbigin warned. "Global ecclesiastical introversion does not cease to be in- 
troversion by being global. It is necessary to say this rather sharply in order 
to separate a false from a true understanding of the new situation in which we 
are." 


The bishop, whose text was from Paul's letter to the Philippians (3,12-15) 
~ "forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I 
press on toward the goal" - told his hearers that “our obligation to take the 
Gospel to the ends of the earth is at best as urgent and compelling in 1960 as 
it was in 1910", 
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He continued: "The missionary task is still fundamentally the same — to go 
forth outside the frontiers of Christendom to make Christ known among all the 
nations. That colossal task is still largely ahead of us. The meeting of the 
Gospel with the great non-Christian religions has hardly begun, There is no 
possible ground for any slackening of the foreign missionary concern." 


Bishop Newbigin also underlined the importance of seeking the kind of unity 
for the Church that Christ willsto give it in its missionary task. 


"The task of Christian unity is utterly central to the task of mission", 
he said. “The proper bearer of a universal Gospel is a universal fellowship." 


But the bishop observed that the idea of "taking the existing denominational 
structures and riveting them together on a wider frame to form one structure of 
the same kind, but larger than the existing ones" was a picture of reunion that 
"rightly frightens many who have a true understanding of the nature of the 
enurch . 


He claimed that "every great movement which gathers to itself great re- 
serves in men, in experience, and in money, runs the risk of becoming chiefly 
interested in its own existence and development, The ecumenical movement is 
not immune from these dangers", he continued. "The true fulfilment of the ecu- 
menical movement will come when its organisational structures are no longer 
necessary because the Church itself has been led — through whatever suf.erings 
and humiliations, to the recovery of its true unity." (See also EPS No.20) 

HPS, Geneva 


Burma Christian Council Against "Buddhist State" 


(Rangoon) - The Burma Christian Council has opposed plans now in hand to make 
Buddhism the state religion of the country. (See BPS No.18) 


A statement presented by the council to a State Religious advisory Commis— 
sion investigating the issue said that the proposal was "diametrically opposed 
to the modern democratic ideal of separation between religion and the state". 


According to the Christian Council the granting of official status to Bud- 
dhigsm would mark a step backward from Burma's present constitution, which 
guarantees "that each individual citizen should have an equal standing and an 
equal share in all state interests and activities and that religion is a matter 
of private individuals and religicus bodies, not that of the state". 


(The new status for Buddhism was promised in the successful election cam- 
paign of Prime Minister U Nu.) 


The Burma Christian Council also asked for clarification of the rights and 
freedoms of non-Buddhists under the proposed new plan. 


Roman Catholic testimony presented before the Advisory Commission said that 
Buddhism was already sufficiently privileged in Burma and did not need to be 
given the title of a state religion. The Roman Catholic archbishops of Rangoon 
and Mandalay, in their joint declaration, warned against using knowledge of 
Buddhism as a test of candidates for public office. They also opposed sugges-— 
tions that the Minister of Education and the liinister of Religious Affairs 
should be the same person, 


The All-Burma Moslem Youth League has publicly opposed making Buddhism the 
state religion. 


Of a total population of 20,250,000 in Burma, about 600,000 are Protestants, 
177,000 Catholics and just over 600,000 Moslems. EPS, Geneva 


i 


No. 21 = 3rd June, ‘1960 2 


Southern Baptists Face Desegregation Issue 


(Miami Beach, Fla) - Southern Baptist evangelist Billy Graham has urged the 
Southern Baptist Convention, of which he is a member, to work for better race 
relations in the South of the USA. The Convention is one of the largest chur- 
ches in America. 


In a two-point appeal he asked for obedience to the law and more personal 
approaches by whites to Negroes. The suggestions were made to an audience of 
almost 15,000 at the annual meeting of the Convention. 


"“Pirst, we can obey the law", said Dr. Graham. “There is no place in the 
Scriptures where it says any Christian can disobey any law unless it interferes 
with the worship of God." 


"Second, we can go out of our way to be courteous, kind and gracious to 
those of the other race on a personal basis", he went on. "Go to the man next 
door and let him know you love him," 


Before Billy Graham's speech, the Convention had unanimously received a 
report from its Christian Life Commission urging Southern Baptists to help Negro 
citizens to achieve equal rights. The report said that Negro churches had be- 
come a "source of spiritual power in the social upheaval of our day" and drew 
attention to the choice of non-violent methods by Negro leaders. 

EPS, Geneva 


Presbyterians Criticise Us Response to World Refugee Year 


(Cleveland, Ohio) — The United Presbyterian Church in the USA has criticised the 
United States Government and people for inadequate co-operation in the inter- 
national World Refugee Year effort, 1959-1960. 


A report from the church's Committee on Resettlement services, read to the 
General Assembly at Cleveland, drew attention to the failure of the US Congress 
to allocate a sum of $10,000,000 proposed by President Hisenhower, "Nor has 
there been any outstanding refugee legislation", said the report. 


During the Year, the United Presbyterians have resettled 1,858 refugees and 
displaced persons in co-operation with the World Council of Churches and the 
National Council of Churches in the USA. EPS, Geneva 


Churches Aid Quake Victims 


(Geneva) — Churches around the world have rushed support to victims of the 
earthquake and tidal wave disaster which have left an estimated 5,000 persons 
dead and two million homeless in Chile. 


Shipments of 80,000 pounds of food and multi-vitamin tablets, anti-typhoid 
serum and penicillin valued at $15,000 were air-lifted within hours to the dis- 
aster area by Church World Service, relief agency of the US National Council of 
Churches. 


Together CWS and Lvtheran World Relief (USA) also sent 1,500 blankets and 
115,000 pounds of clothing. 


Cash contributions totalling $75,290 have been reported to date from chur- 
ches in six countries in response to an appeal telegraphed Friday (May 27) by 
the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council 
of Churches, Geneva. 
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| These came from Germany, $48,000; Great Britain, $14,000; The Netherlands, 
$3,000; New Zealand, 32,790; Norway, $1,000; and from the United States — CWS, 
$5,000 and Lutheran World Relief, $1,500. 


Distribution of church—-contributed supplies is being supervised by Dr. Leon 
Subercaseaux, WCC Service to Refugees representative in Chile. He is being as— 
sisted by Hr. Oscar Garcia, WCC representative in Argentina. All church aid is 
being co-ordinated with the relief programmes of the Evangelical Council of Chur- 
ches of Chile, the Red Cross and other welfare agencies working at the disaster 
scene, : 


No special appeal has been issued by the WCC for Japan victims of the tidal 
waves which struck there some 23 hours after the first day of the Chilean siege, 


The Rev. Kentaro Buma, director of Japan Church World Service, Inc., in 
response to a WCC cable revorted sufficient relief commodities on hand and no 
additional assistance required, 


Japan CWS relief supplies from stock piles on hand were air-shipped to vic- 
tims and were the first to reach the stricken areas in Northern Honshu and the 
northernmost island of Hokkaido, the hardest battered of the northern islands. 
They included 12,000 pounds of clothing, 10,800 pounds of flour and 1,188 pounds 
of biscuits. The shipments were flown to the city of Matsushima, a city in the 
northern area,and from this point are being distributed by servicemen of the 
Japan Self-—Defence Force, 


The supplies sent included large amounts of food commodities previously 
sent to Japan by Church World Service (USA) and clothing sent by CORSO, national 
material relief agency with which the New Zealand Council of Churches co-operates. 


Aboard one of the first planes into the area was the Rev. Donald HE, Bits- 
berger, JCWS associate director, who is making an inspection trip of the needs 
of the stricken area. 


Police estimates of the damage indicate 103 persons killed, 82 missing and 
854 injured. Another 149,370 persons are homeless, A total of 1,680 houses 
were destroyed, 1,934 damaged, 1,473 washed away and 43,127 inundated, The fi- 
gures are expected to rise as communications are restored. HPS, Geneva 


Presbyterians Endorse Non-Violent Demonstrations 

(New York) - Two leaders of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA have asked — 
the president of F.W. Woolworth Company, a chain of national variety stores, to 
"ostablish a clear policy of non-segregation at its lunch counters". 


“oolworth store lunch counters have been among the targets of "sit-in" de- 
monstrations by white and Negro students protesting against segregated eating 
facilities. 


Dr. Theophilus M. Taylor and Dr. John Coventry Smith, chairman and general 
secretary respectively, of the denomination's Comuission on Ecumenical ilissions, 
in a letter to Woolworth head Robert C. kirkwood, asked that the company's 
management "use its authority to implement this policy" of non-segregation. 


The letter notes that while not only Woolworth stores are involved and 
"your stores in certain communitics have participated with local committees in 
hastening integration, most recently in Nashville, Tenn. we belicve that the 
situation has moved beyond the place where it can be dealt with on the local 
level and that community efforts would be greatly strengthened by such a policy 
statement". 
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The Church's commission owns 1,500 shares of Woolworth stock, currently 
worth about $100,000 on the market. Theo stock is part of the funds and invest- 
ments which have been given the commission over the years to carry on its work, 


The Church's General Assembly meeting last week in Cleveland went on record 
by vote in favour of "peaceable and orderly" civil disobedience when laws fa- 
vouring racial discrimination "violate the law of God", 


_ The Assembly specifically endorsed the non-violent student demonstration 
as consistent with “our Christian heritage, the Federal Constitution, and the 
moral consensus of our nation", 


A minority group of delegates who had cautioned against the vote because 
non—violence had been known to "get out of hand" were voted down overwhelmingly. 


The. action on the sit-in strikes came in approval of a report by the As- 
sembly's Standing Committee on social education and action, It is regarded as 
one of the strongest statements on race relations tobe approved by a major 
Protestant denomination. 


The section of the report on race relations: 


DEPLORED "violent" reactions that produced assaults on student demonstrations 
and the "unjust" arrest in some cases of the victims rather than assailants; 


COMMENDED individuals who, "when struck, did not strike back, who, when cursed, 
did not curse back, who acted with patience and dignity in the face of violence 
and hostility"; 


URGED church-goers to seek out and patronize places of public accommodation that 
serve the public without racial discrimination, HPS, Geneva 


Anglicans Resist Race Discrimination in Britain 

(London) - A handbook on race relations issued by authority of the Church As- 
sembly of the Church of England defends mixed marriages “in principle" and calls 
for local action to break down race barriers, 


The publication, "Together in Britain", issued by the Church Information 
Board, says that there are no sound biological, theological or sociological ob— 
jections to mixed marriages between people of different skin colour, 


Asking for an all-round improvement in welcoming strangers in Anglican 
parishes, the booklet says the Church of England tends to be more reserved about 
this than free churches, but that in improving the general welcome non-white 
Visitors should not be singled out from others. 


The working group of the Church Assombly's Board for Social Responsibility, 
which prepared the publication, opposes exclusive use of local churches by "se- 
gregated" groups of Jest Indians or othersand advocates their full participation 
in normal English parish life. 


Local workers for better race relations are also urged to consider de- 
monstrations as a more effective method than pronouncements. EPS, Geneva 


"Youth Dedication" Advocated in Hungary 
(Vienna) - Introduction of Communist rites as a substitute for church ceremonies 
has been proposed by a Budapest newspaper. 
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A range of secular ceremonies listed by the paper, "Nepszava", includes 
name-giving, weddings, funerals and tts ceremony on reaching adolescence" similar 
to the East German "youth dedications" now endorsed by the DDR Government as a 
substitute for confirmation. 


The plan provides for choir and orchestra to be available at a fee for fu- 
nerals, with a few “cultured retired persons" on hand to arrange the ceremonies 
and make graveside specches. 


Local “peoples! councils" are urged to form committees to run the substi- 
tute rites, BPS, Geneva 


Italian Protestants Reject Church Control of Politicians 


(Rome ) ~ A representative group of Italian Protestant experts on internetional 
affairs has issued a sharp statement against claims recently made in Rome for 
the right of the Roman Catholic hicrarchy to control the political decisions of 
individual Catholics active in politics, 


"Osservatore Romano", Vatican City daily, provoked the declaration by a 
front page article on liay 18 affirming that the hicrarchy has the "duty and the 
right to guide, direct and correct" the mombers of the Roman Catholic Church in 
the political field and in all aspects of life. 


The “Osservatore" article said that "a Catholic can never contract out 
from the teachings and directives of the Church" and that "in every sector of 
his activity he must inspire his public and private conduct by the laws, 

; orientations and instructions of the hierarchy". 


The article referred to the incompatibility of liarxism and Christian doc- 
trine, but has aroused speculation as to how it might apply to Roman Catholic 
‘candidates for office in countries other than Italy. 


In reply to the "Osscrvatore" pronouncement , the Italian churches! Commis 
sion on International Affairs observes that the statement confirms in vivid 
terms the attitude of the Church of Romo toward the state and what is expected 
of Roman Catholics in public office. 


The Commission says that "Protestants must reject these claims of the Roman 
hierarchy". It warns that to accept them means subordinating the civil to the 
ecclesiastical society and denying the state its function as a "common home" 
for all citizens whatover their political opinion and religious faith. 


The Commission goes on to point out that the “Osservatore" statement de- 
prives Catholics in office of the possibility of politically representing all 
their fellow-citizens, irrespective of religion. 


"Protestants, brought up by their churches according to the teaching of 
the Gospel, approach problems of civic, social and political life in the freedom 
and responsibility given by the Word of God", says the document. 


Declaring that Jesus Christ founded the Church to proclaim the Gospel and 
serve humanity, “and not to exercisc dominion over individuals and nations", 
the Commission claims that the Church should not use its spiritual mandate as a 
pretext for assuming temporal powcr. 


The Church of Rome is described as forbidding its members free political 
choice by telling them they must obey the hierarchy. By preventing them from 
taking direct and conscientious responsibility in the political life of their 
country, the Commission says, the Roman Church “offends the Christian conscience 
of whole peoples, deeply disturbs some individual Christians and provokes an. 
anti-—clerical attitude of revolt against the Church", 
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The document says history shows that political revolutions are produced by 
such situations and that the result can be "to destroy Christian faith and give 
rise to materialism and atheism". The prophetic mission of the Church, it says, 
is warped and compromised in bearing witness to Christ, HPS, Geneva 


La OrLer 


The Baptist congregation of San Angelo, Veroli, a district near Rome, has 
been supported by Italy's Council of State, the country's highest court of appeal, 
in its claim for a building permit for a church, The verdict followed a three- 
year legal fight started by attempts by the Mayor of Veroli to have work in pro- 
gress on the church demolished. 

x * 


A new body to be known as the Unitarian Universalist Association will be 
formed in the United States in May 1961 as the result of votes taken concurrently 
at Boston in late May 1960 by representative bodies of the existing American 
Unitarian Association and the Universalist Church of America. The new group will 
have a membership of 200,000. Merger will be effective at the level of denomi- 
national headquarters, but decisions about local mergers are to be left to local 
congregations. (See also EPS No.44, 1959) 

* * 


“Dr. W.E. Sangster, well-known British Hethodist writer and preacher, died 
in London on May 24 at the age of 64. He was the war-time miuister of West- 
minster Central Hall and president of the British Methodist Conference in 1950. 


rahi ean 


Dr. Ida S. Scudder, one of the most famous of medical missionaries and 
founder of the Vellore Christian iledical College and Hospital in South India, 
died at Kodaikanal on May 24 at the age of 90.. Dr. Scudder, who came of a family 
of medical missionaries pioneered medical education for women in India and es- 
tablished a school and clinic with a world-wide reputation and supporters in 
many countries. 

x * 


Dr. Leo Zander of Paris, well-known Russian Orthodox Professor, has received 
an honorary degree in thcology from the University of warburg, in recognition of 
his work in promoting understanding between Orthodox and Protestant Christians, 
and for the important part he has played in the ccumenical movement. 


tenn ae 


At the seventh plenary session of the International Comaittee for World 
Refugee Year, held last week in Genevay it was announced that 38 national commit- 
tees for the Year aim to raise a total of $34,800,000. Co-chairman for the ses- 
sion of the committee, which groups 78 non-governmental and voluntary welfare 
agoncies, was Dr. Edgar H.S. Chandler, director of the Service to Refugees of 


the World Council of Churches, 
* 


Dr. Thorvald Olson Burntvedt, president of the Lutheran Free Church of 


America for 28 years until his retirement in 1958, died suddenly in Minncapolis 


on May 12, at the age of 71. EPS, Geneva 
x # 
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Divinity Dean, Professors Resign Over Race Issue 


(Nashville, Tenn.) - Dr. J. Robert Nelson, dean of Vanderbilt Divinity School, 
Nashville, Tenn., and ten of the seminary!'s other 16 faculty members have re- 
Signed in protest against the university trustees! "flat refusal" to re-admit 
a Negro "sit-in" strike leader, 


Their resignations were followed by the withdrawal of 16 students, in- 
cluding three other Negro students, from the school, and the return by three 
graduates of diplomas awarded a few days before. Dr. Nelson has been dean 
at Vanderbilt since November 1957. Previously he was for four years secre- 
tary of the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches, Ge- 
neva. 


The controversy arose over the expulsion on Marcn 3 of the Rev. James 
M. Lawson, Jr., 32, a former Methodist missionary in India, The university 
accused him of having conducted a civil disobedience campaign when he and 
79 other white and Negro student demonstrators were arrested by police for 
participating in "sit-in" strikes protesting against segregated eating 
places in Nashville (See BPS No. 11). He has not yet stood trial. 


(It was reported last week that the deanship at Vanderbilt has been 
offered to Dr. Walter J. Harrelson, former dean at the University of Chi- 
cago Divinity School.) 


No, 22 - 10th June, 1960 fe 


In his letter of resignation Dr. Nelson said the refusal of University 
Chancellor Harvie Branscomb to re-admit Mr. Lawson for work towards a degree 
in the summer term was "destructive" of "the confidence and morale of the 
divinity faculty" and others. : 


"The future of the Divinity School is now gravely imperilled," he said, 
"No one can predict how long it will take for the damage to be repaired,'! 


Chancellor Branscomb is reported to have declined to accept the faculty 
resignations and referred them to the university's Board of Trustees. 


The resignations came after three months of quiet effort by Divinity 
School faculty members to have Mr. Lawson readmitted. Last Monday Chancellor 
Branscomb met the Divinity School admissions committee and said he could not 
accept its recommendation that he be re-enrolled for the summer session, 


Dr. Nelson said in his letter that Mr. Lawson's "application papers 
satisfied the members of our Admissions Committee that there was no reason 
for not admitting him to the school. Only your approval was required. I 
asked you for this, You’ would not give it. 


"You have thus forbidden the dean and faculty to admit a student who 
is well known and endorsed by them, but condemned by yourself and members of 
the Board of Trust who have never even met him," 


Mr, Lawson has begun studies at Boston University Divinity School, He 
had also been offered scholarships to several other schools, 


The Faculty Committee of the Chicago Theological Seminary will recommend 


inviting on to its staff all the Vanderbilt faculty members who have resigned. 


A statement said the Committee "feels their witness will have more lasting 
influence if they remain together", 


Dr. Nelson's letter of resignation said that the action in expelling 
Mr, Lawson has brought "much shameful criticism" upon the University and has 
been the cause of "a deep and persistent sense of outrage" among faculty and 
students, 


"What was the wrong that needed to be rectified?" he wrote. "It was the 
feeble acquiescence by university authorities to a public image of Mr. Lawson 
which was both distorted and defamatory. 


"It was a disciplinary measure of grave proportions applied to a man of 
widely recognized moral character because of an accusation which he has never 
yet admitted, namely, that he was committed to a ‘planned campaign of civil 
disobedience! ; 


"It was a clear repudiation of the freedom of expression and action of a 
mature person, acting under the motivation of Christian moral conviction; 


"It was the prejudging as legally guilty of a man who, so far as the pub- 


lic law is concerned, is still regarded as innocent," 


Further, the letter says, the university's action is "tacitly a condemna- 


tion of the non-violent demonstrations and the decision was reached "under 


conditions of strain and emotion," has no precedent in the University's history, 
and "has subsequently heen shown by the deliberations of the University's Sen- 


ate to have been grossly improper." 


Owners of six large stores in Nashville have agreed to serve Negroes at 
previously all-white lunch counters as a result of the demonstrations, 
EPS, Geneva 
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Princeton Faculty Backs Vanderbilt Resignations 


(Princeton) ~ The Faculty Council of Princeton Theological Seminary has 
telegraphed a resolution in support of the resignations of Dr,J. Robert Nelson 
and faculty members from Vanderbilt University Divinity School. (See pre- 
ceding story.) 


The telegram said the Council "supports you and your colleagues in your 
stand for Christian brotherhood and for academic integrity, You may count 
on our active support and prayers as you struggle for these ends," 


President James I, McCord and all full professors of Princeton Seminary 
constitute the Faculty Council. EPS, Geneva 


"Osservatore Romano" Makes Stir Over Pnlitics 


(Fribourg, Switzerland) - Roman Catholic periodicals in the Netherlands have 
disagreed with an article in the Vatican's "Osservatore Romano" that claimed 
the Roman Catholic hierarchy had the right and duty to control political de- 
cisions of Catholics, (See EPS No. 21) 


In reply to the "Osservatore" statement, which has been taken to re- 
present high Vatican authority, the Dutch Dominican weekly "De Bazuin" asks 
if it can be hoped that the writer of the Rome article "will finally be con- 
verted to the conviction that the opinion he defends can be lived out only 
in the now extinct clorical-feudal-medieval society." 


Another comment (called "more moderate" by KIPA, international Roman 4 
Catholic news service published in Switzerland) appears in the Dutch Jesuit -: 
weekly "De Linie". It says "the inescapable impression prevails that the 
laity must be relieved of all responsibility and that the general formulas of 
the 'Osservatore Romano! are explicitly concerned with the special situation 
in Italy". 
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Denying that the principles of the Roman newspaper article are basic for 
Catholics all over the world, "De Bazuin" says "this theory is not theore- - 
tically or practically accepted by any Catholic on this side of the Alps", 
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"De Linie", in a reference to Senator John Kennedy's candidature for 
the presidency of the USA, suggests it complicates the stand of Catholics, 
"more particularly in the United States", 


In France, the weekly Catholic "Témoignage Chrétien" comments: "In this 
country it is rather hard to imagine the higher leadership of a Catholic 
Action movement giving in before this sort of public statement -for example, 
at meetings of the MRP congress", The MRP is the Roman Catholic supported 
French political party, 


Senator John F, Kennedy, a Roman Catholic, who is the leading contender 
for the Democratic nomination for the US presidency, last week reiterated 
his support of the principle of Church-state separation in answer to questions 
of newsmen concerning the "Osservatore Romano" article. 
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A statement issued by his press officer declared in part: "The American I 
office holder is committed to an oath to God to support and defend the Con- | 
stitution of the United States, which includes Article I providing for the 
separation of Church and state, Senator Kennedy has repeatedly stated his 
support of (this principle) and ... this support is not subjeot to change 
under any condition," EPS, Geneva 
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Church of Scotland to Resume Talks With Anglicans 


(Edinburgh) - The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland has decided 
to resume talks on church unity with the Anglican churches in England and 
Scotland. 


The Assembly has appointed a committee of ministers and elders to pre- 
pare the way for the new approach. Conversations were broken off last year 
after the Church of Scotland rejected proposals for mutual recognition of 
Ministries based on acceptance of a system of bishops working within pres- 
byteries in both types of church, (See EPS. No, 18 


In another session the General Assembly approved in principle by a 
margin of one vote the admission of women to the eldership of the church, 
The action followed a vigarous debate on the issue between those who claimed 
women elders would be contrary to apostolic tradition and advocates of the 
step. The decision is subject to review and approval by the church!s pres- 
byteries before final endorsement, It would mean that women could parti- 
cipate fully in the work of the sessions, presbyteries and Assembly that 
govern the church, 


The committee on "The Place of Women in the Church", which made the 
recommendation after two years work, pointed out that the measure did not 
imply admitting women to the full ministry of Word and Sacrament. 


A recommendation to relax regulations insisting on strict Sabbath 
observance was defeated by 220 votes to 208, Dr. Neville Davidson of Glas- 
gow, who made the proposal for the church!s Church and Nation Committee, 
painted a picture of non-church going young Scots "chafing against the dead- 
ly dullness of the day, which makes so many pastimes impossible and is 
associated in their minds with locked doors of cinemas and restaurants and 
even coffee stalls". 


Professor Thomas F, Torrance of Edinburgh mposed the relaxations 
because he said the adaptation of the Church to the changed community around 
it was compromise and "an essentially Roman Catholic procedure", But Dr. 
George MacLeod, leader of the Iona Community, warned that the Sabbath was 
"the vestigial remainder of a Puritan way of life that has gone for ever", 


The Church and Nation Committee was asked to give reason to next year's 
Assembly why there should be a departure from the strict position taken by 
Presbyterians in the 17th century, 


_ Another action of the General Assembly called for the sending of a 
Church of Scotland deputation "to discuss the Christian cause in South 
Africa, the guidance of the Gospel in the present dilemma and the future 
of all the peoples of South Africa" with South Africa's Dutch Reformed, 
Presbyterian and Bantu Presbyterian churches, EPS, Geneva 


Spying Called "Immoral" 

(New York) - Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of the Central Committee of 
the World Council of Churches, has declared that "spying, like war itself, 
is essentially immoral and can be justified only to the degree that it helps 
to prevent a greater evil", 


The Protestant leader said that "spying has to be seen in the same 
light as war -- of which it is really one. outcropping and activity. The 
moral judgements which a Christian pronounces regarding war therefore apply 
to spying also", EPS, Geneva 


(Geneva) - A West European international conference of student pastors has 
appealed to the World Council of Churches to "bring about the right to con- 
scientious objection in all countries of Europe", 


The meeting, attended by 45 student chaplains working with students from 
eight countries, drew attention to the need for helping worried students more 
adequately in facing problems raised by modern war and political conflict. 
The student pastors said they expected the churches "not only to say a clear 
‘no! to war, but also to call upon their members and help them to contribute 
positively and realistically toward the coexistence of all people in the 
world", 


The appeal addressed to the WCC and "all appropriate ecumenical bodies" 
requested the churches to raise the question of recognition of conscientious 
objection"vith the governments of all countries whose constitutions do not 
guarantee the right", 


Other concerns of the meeting, the third in a triennial series called 
by the World's Student Christian Federation at the Ecumenical Institute of 
the WCC at Bossey, were the relation of theology to education, training in 
prayer for students and the place of student pastors in various types of stu- 
dent work. The meeting endorsed the idea of unified ecumenical Christian i 
witness in the universities, 
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Student Pastors Want Conscientious Objection Recognized 


Participants came from Austria, France, Finland, Germany, the Nether- 
lands, Sweden, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom. Student pastors invited 
from East Germany failed to obtain visas. EPS, Geneva 


Australian Methodists Debate Summit Collapse 


(Sydney) - The General Conference of the Methodist Church of Australasia 

has praised British Prime Minister Harold MacMillan for his "Christian efforts 
to promote the summit conference and his sustained efforts to save it from 
collapse", 
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However the delegates could not agree on the final wording of a proposed 
resolution on the summit failure. 


A draft of the statement asked for "restraint by both leaders and peoples 
of all nations in apportioning blame for the breakdown" and urged "all possible 
steps to effect a reconciliation between America and Russia". 


The draft statement was criticized by Dr, Alan Walker, prominent evange- 
list and superintendent of the Central Methodist Mission in Sydney, who said 
it was "not enough merely to express disappointment" over the breakdown and 
urged "a specific statement". 


He scored the "lying and spying" in international relations and said 
"the spy-plane incident represents one of the few occasions when the cloak 
of self-righteousness has been stripped from nations", He said all nations, 
including Australia, must be "pointed to an absolute moral code of behaviour". 
EPS, Geneva 
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Church Study Assails Sex and Violence in Mass Media 


(New York) - A National Council of Churches (US) study commission has 
assailed what it calls "a pathological preoccupation with sex and violence" 
in films and television and "revelations of dishonest practices within the 
industries", 


The commission also was critical because the "image of man" projected by 
TV, radio and films is "often poles apart from the Christian understanding 
of man and his purpose", 


There is "the assumption in both the content cf the media and the policies 
which govern them that man's end is material advantage, power and pleasure 
to be achieved through competing with, manipulating and exploiting his fellow 
man", it declared, 


"We recognize that this is symptomatic of a moral disease in our society, 
reflected in the mass media and we confess that the churches themselves share 
in the responsibility for this moral disease." 


The 4,500-word statement was based on a two-year study made by a 44-member 
Protestant and Hastern Orthodox group. It was presented to the NCC's policy- 
making General Board at its quarterly two-day sessions last week. The Board 
sent it on to its affiliated denominations for study and comment. 


In other action the 250-member board: 


Issued the first formal pronouncement by a US religious body calling US 
citizens to an appreciation of the beneficent uses of nuclear energy for 
peaceful pruposes. The statement hailed nuclear energy as a gift of God, 
and urged that Christians exercise a faithful stewardship over its uses and 
learn to distinguish the goodness of the gift from the tragic circumstances 
of its early use; 


Voted unanimously in support of "sit-in" strikes and other non-violent 
projects against discriminatory laws, as "expressions of just and righteous 
indignation against laws, customs and traditions that violate human per- 
BOMBLLLY 604! 


Heard reports of widespread United States interest in the ecumenical move- 
ment and of plans for a series of conferences and institutes, resulting from 
the first year's activity of the NCC's Faith and Order Studies unit. A Na- 


tional Study Commission within the unit is expected to begin work this autumn to 


analyze the "phenomenon of councils of churches.., and to come to a clear 
understanding of their place in the Church"; 


Adopted a resolution thanking the American public, government groups and 
the nation's press for their support in the face of charges alleging Commu- 
nist infiltration in the NCC and other church circles; (See EPS No. 13) 


Authorized plans for a North American Conference on Church and Family Life 
to be held in the spring of 1961 under joint auspices of the NCCC and the 
Canadian Council of Churches; 


Welcomed, as a special guest at a dinner in his honour, His Holiness 
Vasken I, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of the Armenian Apostolic (Ortho- 
dox) Church. The Catholicos who is the spiritual leader of some 2,500,000 
Orthodox Armenians is visiting the United States to inspect the work of his 
church, (See BPS No.20) EPS, Geneva 
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Inter-Church Centre Dedicated in New York 


(New York) - The new $21,000,000 Inter-Church Centre = the US churches! 
first. common national headquarters building - has been dedicated in New 
York, 


The new 19-storey structure houses the headquarters of the National 
Council of Churches, the US office of the World Council of Churches and 
27 other Protestant and Eastern Orthodox denominations and agencies, with 
more than 2,000 employees. 


The Inter—Church Centre is situated on a site contributed by the late 
John D, Rockefeller, Jr., who also gave $2,650,000 towards its construction. 
Ground was broken for it in November, 1957 and the cornerstone was laid 
by President Eisenhower in October, 1958. The first of the Centre's tenants 
Degen occupying finished office space in. the fall of 1959. EPS, Geneva 


Preparations Advance for Second Vatican Council 


(Rome ) - Pope John XXIII has set up a "council, or special secretariat" 
to study ways in which non-Roman Catholics may be associated with the work 
of the forthcoming Ecumenical Council of the Roman Catholic Church. 


The aim of the secretariat, according to a decree issued on Whitsunday, 
will be to help other Christians "to follow the Council's work and more 
easily find the way to re-enter that unity for which Jesus Christ prayed 
so earnestly to His Heavenly Father". 


The secretariat will be presided over by Cardinal Augustinus Bea, a 
leading German Biblical scholar resident in Rome. Its members, like those 
of the ten commissions set up by the Pope to prepare the business of the 
Council, will be "osardinals, bishops and churchmen noted for their virtue 
and doctrine, with secular and regular clergy chosen from the various parts 
of the world so as to manifest the Church's catholicity". 


Possible major concerns at the Council are indicated by the names of 
the ten commissions, Nine of them, with cardinals of the corresponding 
Sacred Congregations at Rome as presidents, are: a "theological commission" 
dealing with Scripture, tradition, faith and morals; commissions on the 
bishops and the government of the dioceses, the discipline of the clergy 
and Christian people, the religious orders, the sacraments, the liturgy, 
studies and the seminaries, the Church of the Hastern Rite, and missions. 
The tenth commission, on the lay apostolate and religious and social con- 
cerns of Catholic Action, will be presided over by Cardinal Fernando Cento. 


An additional secretariat will deal with press, radio, film and tele- 
vision, . 


The preparatory work will be coordinated by a Central Commission, with 
the Pope as president. It will be composed of the cardinals presiding 
over the other commissions and selected additional members and advisers, 
The secretary, who will be secretary general for the Council, is Bishop 
Pericle Felici, who administered the "ante-preparatory" correspondence with 
bishops and Roman Oatholic universities that led to over 2,000 responses 
from all parts of the world about subjects for consideration at the Council, 
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Financial and technical details of the Council's preparation will be 
worked out by specially appointed secretariats. 


The Ecumenical Council will be called the Second Vatican Council, The 
First Vatican Council of 1870 promulgated the dogma of Popal Infallibility. 
BPS, Geneva 


in Bra ef. 


The 250th anniversary of the Canstein Bible Society, the oldest Bible 
society in the world, has been marked at ceremonies in Bielefeld, Germany. 
The Society was food in 1710 to print a popularly-priced Rinse 


* * 


Applications from several US religious organizations for permission to 
send missionaries to the Sudan have been rejected by Sudanese authorities. 


No reason was given for the refusal, but since April, 1957, when the country's 


mission schools were nationalized, the Sudan government has made it in- 
creasingly difficult for Christian missionaries to carry on their activities, 


* x 


Christian mission schools in Malaya receiving government subsidies have 
been informed by the Malayan Ministry of Education they must stop giving 
religious instruction to non-Christian pupils unless they have the written 
permission of parents or guardians, The Ministry said it was taking the 
action because it had received complaints of "excessive proselytism" among 
non-Christians by the-Christian missions, 


* * 


Mrs. Bodil Koch, Danish minister for ecclesiastical affairs, has arrived 
in Communist China ee a three-week tour of religious centres, according to 
a broadcast of the Peking Radio. 


* * 


The King of Sweden has named Dr. Martin Lindstrom as Bishop of Lund in 
the State Lutheran Church, The new bishop has taught in the Augustana Theo- 
logical Seminary, Rock Island, Illinois, and has been head of a school at 
Lundsberg, Sweden, since 1942, Ee has been associated with the Student 
Christian Movement and with the ecumenical movement. 


* * 


Ten American and nine British ministers will preach in each other's 
countries this summer under the Preacher Exchange Programme conducted joint— 
ly by the National Council of Churches in the USA and the British Council of 
Churches. Now in its 40th year, the exchange programme has become so popular 
that more preachers are requested than the number of Sundays available. 


x * 
The John Knox lecture for 1960 was delivered at the John Knox House, 
Presbyterian student centre in Geneva, on June 3, by Pierre Burgelin, Pro- 


fessor of the Philosophy of Religion at Strasbourg, France. The subject was 
"The Mission and Unity of the Church", EPS, Geneva 


* * 
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Moscow Church Makes Big Gift to WCC Libraries 


(Geneva) - The Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church has offered 
400 books from the Moscow Church's theological academies and seminaries for the 
World Council of Churches libraries. 


The Metropolitan Nikolai, head of the External Relations office of the 
Russian church, sent the list of books to WCC headquarters in Geneva as part of 
an agreement made last year for an exchange of literature between the Council 
and the Moscow Patriarchate, which is not a member of the WCC. 


A gift of recent theological books had already been sent by the World 
Council to the libraries of the Patriarchate and of its Zagorsk and Leningrad 
theological academies, 


The Russian offer included 40 books in Russian and 360 in German, French 
and English, published between 1665 and 1914. The Russian books are mostly on 
Orthodox theology, The othersinclude many rare standard works on the growth of 
the ecumenical movement in the 19th century and first or early editions of well- 
known books suchas Vladimir Solovyev's "Russia and the Church Universal", 


WCC staff members said that the additions would be "most valuable" for the 
Council's collection, already regarded as the best library in existence on the 
ecumenical movement, 
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The Metropolitan Nikolai's acknowledgement of the WCC gift said the ex- 
change would "serve the cause of mutual understanding". The World Council's 
letter of thanks for the Moscow gift referred to "the renewed evidence it gives 
of the ways in which the Holy Spirit of truth and unity is working for the re- 
conciliation of all to our mutual enrichment in the knowledge and obedience of 
our common Lord". EPS, Geneva 


Church of Scotland Will Hark 4th Century of Reformation 


(Edinburgh) - The Queen and the Duke of [Udinburgh will attend the inaugural 
ceremonies of the special three-day meeting (October 11-13) of the General As- 
sembly of the Church of Scotland commemorating the four hundredth anniversary 
of the Reformation in Scotland. 


The centenary celebrations in Edinburgh will open with a thanksgiving ser- 
vice in the High Kirk and will include special meetings of the church's women's 
and youth organisations, an historical pageant and a Festival of Reformed Praise. 
Speakers will be Dr. John A. Mackay, immediate past president of the World Al- 
liance of Reformed and Presbyterian Churches, and Dr. Henri d'Espine, president 
of the Swiss Protestant Federation, EPS, Geneva 


Cardinal Describes Unity Secretariat's Aim 


(New York) — The head of the new secretariat on Christian unity set up by Pope 
John XXIII to deal with relations with non-—Roman Catholic Christians in prepa- 
eel the Second Vatican Council has described his coming work. (See EPS 
No. 22 


Augustin Cardinal Bea said an attewpt would be made to move toward union, 
first through "understanding" and then "rapprochement". He outlined plans for 
his staff to tiake contact with non-Roman Catholic churches, in helping them "to 
follow the Council's work". 


According to the cardinal, who was addressing a press conference called at 
Fordham University in New York where he received an honorary degree, recent 
biblical studies carried on by European Protestants, especially in Cermany, 
showed that they were "coming closer to the Catholic faith through their ow 
efforts". 


Cardinal Bea said he would act as the liaison between the Council and non- 
Roman Christians, giving them the opportunity to follow it through inquiries 
and suggestions. 


Although he predicted that the new Vatican Council might be prepared for 
"avenues of concession" toward other churches on liturgy and discipline, he 
stressed that concessions on doctrine would be impossible. 


Cardinal Bea declared that differences between the Roman Catholic Church 
and Eastern Christians were “more psychological than doctrinal", but included 
the dogma of Papal infallibility. 


Cardinal Bea, a German-born member of the Jesuit order, is 79 and was 
formerly rector of the Pontifical Biblical Institute in Rome and private con- 
fessor to the late Pope Pius XII. EPS, Geneva 


Serbian Patriarch Enthroned at Pec 


(Belgrade) - Patriarch German has been enthroned as the spiritual leader of 
eight million Serbian Orthodox in Yugoslavia in a ceremony at the century-old 
Patriarchate church at Pec. 
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The rites were performed by the four oldest Serbian Orthodox archbishops 
after an impressive religious service conducted by 17 bishops and a score of 
Serbian Orthodox priests. 


Patriarch German was elected head of the church about two years ago and 
first enthroned in Belgrade. Pec was the seat of the Patriarchate from 1364 
to 1766 when it was moved to Sremski Karlovci, With the establishment of Yugo- 
slavia as a nation in 1918 it was moved to the capital city of Belgrade. How- 
ever, Pec remains a leading historic centre. 


It was also reported last week that Patriarch German has been awarded the 
Order of the Yugoslav Banner, first class, for "his merits in the development 
and strengthening of peaceful co-operation and friendly relations" between 
Yugoslavia and other countries. 


The award was made by lir. Dobrivoje Vidic, a member of the Federal Executive 
Council, on behalf of President Tito, at a ceremony at Belgrade attended by 
high-ranking government and church officials. 


Mr. Dobrivoje Radosavljevic, a member of President Tito's cabinet in charge 
of religious affairs, said in an address following the ceremony that the many 
important questions between the Orthodox Church and the state had now been suc- 
cessfully settled and the Church can look forward tothe assistance and co-oper- 
ation of the state, BPS, Geneva 


Asian Hymnal Planned 


(Hong Kong) - The East Asian Christian Conference will produce a hymn book of 
Asian hymns and Asian tunes, 


The working committee of the EACC made the decision at a recent meeting 
in Hong Kong. The hymnal will be used primarily for international church 
gatherings in Asia. 


The meeting also planned a series of intermational consultations between 
Asian churches, The first of these, scheduled for October, will study what 
kinds of service the Asian churches should be rendering in the midst of the re- 
volutionary changes taking place in their countries. BPS, Geneva 


Four Areas to Have New Christian Education Materials 


(New York) - Publication of indigenously prepared Christian education material 
is underway in India, Africa, the Near East and for English~speaking groups in 
the Caribbean under a comprehensive programme sponsored by the World Council of 
Christian Education and Sunday School Association. Plans are also being started 
for preparation of literature for Chinese outside of the Chinese mainland, 


Purpose of the worldwide programme is to provide materials written and pro- 
duced by nationals in their own language to meet specific contemporary needs in 
each country. 


The new programme was reported to a recent meeting of the WCCHSSA's North 
American Committee in New York. Other plans include a leadership training pro- 
ject for some 20 education specialists of various denominations who will work 
for three years with a national worker in various regions or countries. 


The Committee also approved plans to send a youth work specialist to Africa 
for three years, starting July 1961, The African churches have requested the 
aid to conduct leadership training institutes for youth workers and others, help 
develop youth work materials and correlate work of the All-Africa Sunday School 
curriculum. 
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It was also reported that a survey of courses on marriage and the family 
offered by seminaries in the "younger churches" and in the USA is underway by 
a newly-formed Committee on Adult Work and Family Life. HPS, Geneva 


Harrelson Rejects Bid to Vanderbilt Deanship 


(Nashville, Tenn.) “Dx. Walter J. Harrelson, former Dean of the University of 
Chicago Divinity School, has declined to accept the deanship of Vanderbilt Uni- 
versity's Divinity School. 


Dr. Harrelson has been offered the post in an effort to end the crisis pro- 
voked May 30 when Dean J. Robert Nelson and ten of his faculty members resigned 
when the University refused to re-admit a Negro Divinity School student who had 
been expelled for his activities in the "sit-in" strikes protesting segregated 
eating facilities in Nashville. (See BPS No. 22) 


Dr. Harrelson, who had been recently appointed professor of Old Testament 
at the Vanderbilt Divinity school, resigned from that post, becoming the eleventh 
faculty member to leave in protest over the University's action. In a statement 
declining the bid Dr. Harrelson said it was because “it is now clear that I have 
been unable to assist in the settlement of the difficulties ...'" He said he 
undertook to be of help “only with great reluctance" and that "the stand of Dean 
Nelson and the ten faculty members who resigned had my support from the start", 


Sources described as "unimpeachable" reported last week that unless the 
crisis is settled to their satisfaction, upward of 25 members of University fa- 
culty will also resign. This group was reported to include the Dean and four 
department heads from the School of Medicine as well as a substantial majority 
of the faculties in the Physics, Chemistry and Political Science Departments, 


University Chancellor Harvie Branscomb who precipitated the crisis by re- 
fusal to re-admit the Negro student, the Rev. James M. Lawson, has accepted the 
divinity faculty resignations, Dr. Nelson's resignation is effective August 31. 
Most of the other resignations are effective next year. 


Mr, Lawson has enrolled at Boston University School of Theology where he 
expects to complete his bachelor of divinity degree this summer. He plans to 
return to Nashville in the middle of August to become pastor of a Methodist 
church, Members of the faculties of three more Protestant seminaries have is- 
sued statements supporting the Vanderbilt resignations. They are Union Seminary, 
New York Harvard Divinity School and the Episcopal Theological School, New York. 
Princeton Theological Seminary faculty had earlier supported the resignations. 

EPS, Geneva 


Hisenhower Will Not Visit Shrine 


(Tokyo) - The US Embassy in Tokyo has given its assurance that President Hisen- 
hower will not visit Meiji Shrine in Tokyo during his trip to Japan. 


The National Christian Council of Japan and the NCC in the US have protest- 
ed that the visit to the Shinto shrine might “undermine the new constitutional 
guarantee of separation of religion and the state" and might have "possible 
serious implications" for Christians in Asia. (See EPS No, 20) EPS, Geneva 


Racial Integration in Disciples Programme 

(Indianapolis, Ind.) - Racial integration in two major phases of their national 
programme and the merger of Negro and white conventions in two states have been 
announced by the Disciples of Christ (USA). 


: 
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The national actions, taken after a four-year study, transfer the programme, 
services and staff of the National Christian Missionary Convention to the United 
Christian Missionary Society. The former group represents 587 Negro congrega- 
tions with a total membership of 82,000 in 27 states, The United Society is a 
predominantly white group wit: a mombership of nearly 2,000,000 persons in 8,000 
churches in the Us and Canada, 


State conventions involved in mergers are in Kansas and Ohio. In both states 
the convention of Negro Disciples churches and of the white Disciples churches 
will be joined. An estimated 400 to 500 local Disciple congregations are now 
bi-racial or multi-racial according toa recent survey and 2,000 other congrega- 
tions have expressed their willingness to welcome persons of other races. 

EPS, Geneva 


Professorship Honours Reinhold Niebuhr 


(New York) - The Reinhold Niebuhr Professorship of Social Mthics has been creat- 
ed at Union Theological Seminary, New York, in honour of the famed theologian 
who retired May 30 as vice-president and senior member of the seminary's faculty. 


Dr. Henry P. Van Dusen, Seminary president, said the chair was established 
as a tribute to Dr, Niebuhr's nearly half a century of "creative leadership in 
social, political and religious thought". 


Named as first incumbent of the new professorship was Dr. John C. Bemmett, 
dean of the Seminary and long-time friend and associate of Dr. Niebuhr. 


Contributing to the fund for the professorship were over 500 persons and 70 
sponsors from a number of countries, including Protestants, Roman Catholics and 
Jews from government, labour, religion, education, philosophy, literature, eco- 
nomics and other fields. 


Dr. Niebuhr joined the Seminary faculty in 1928 as associate professor of 
philosophy of religion, becoming professor of Applied Christianity two years 
jater, He held that position until 1955 when he was made the Charles A, Briggs 
Graduate Professor of Hthics and Theology and also vice-president of the Semi- 
Retry... Hevserved as Faculty Dean from 1950 to 1955. Dr. Niebuhr is. the author 
of over 15 books and was the founder and is the co-editor of Christianity and 


Crisis, a Christian journal of opinion. 


Dr.» Niebuhr has announced that his retirement does not mean he plans to 
stop wrk. This summer he will work on a project for the Fund for the Republic's 
Center for the Study of Democratic Institutions at Santa Barbara, Calif. Next 
fall he will teach a seminar for Union Seminary and also work with the Institute 
for War and Peace Studies of Columbia University, New York. BPS, Geneva 


1,000 in 1960 Ecumenical Work Camps 

(Geneva) - In 31 countries throughout the world this summer more than 1,000 youth 
with strong backs and a zeal for Christian service will work without pay to help 
others less fortunate than themselves. 


They will build roads, plant trees, painthouses, care for refugee children, 
lay the foundations for a new church and dozens of other projects in ecumenical 
work camps sponsored by the Youth Department ofthe World Council of Churches, 


47 work camps are scheduled this summer: 25 in Europe and the Middle East; 
six in Africa; eight in Asia; seven in North America and one in Latin America, 


Participating in each camp will be an inter-racial, inter-confessional group 
of from 15 to 25 youth between the ages of 19 and 30. They will come from 55 
countries and will represent the Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox confessions, 
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Each of the camps will last about one month and the camp schedule includes 
about six hours a day labour, daily worship, Bible study, and discussion and 
recreation periods. 


All of the campers will volunteer their labour and in addition will also 
contribute to their living expenses and pay for the cost of their transportation 
to and from their homes and the camps. 


Camps will be held for the first time this year in four African countries 
— the Belgian Congo, Ghana, Kenya and Southern Rhodesia - and in Costa Rica. 


The addition of these five countries brings to a total of 51 the nuuber in 
which camps have been held as a means of giving youth "the opportunity to ex- 
press their sense of responsibility by working with their hands to meet human 
need", In all more than 10,000 youth will have participated in the programme 
since it was started 13 years ago. 


The work camps programme was started by the Congregational Christian Ser- 
vice Committee (USA). It was taken over as a programme of the World Council 
of Churches in 1950. HPS, Geneva 


Terrorists Murder Missionary 
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(Douala) - A 3l-year old Alsatian minister has died as the result of head in- 
juries inflicted during an attack by African terrorists in Douala, Cameroun. 


The Rev. Bernard Kopp and three other Europeans were reported attacked in 
a daylight raid while they were making purchases in a store in the capital city. 


Mr. Kopp was recently named director of the Theological Seminary of the 
Evangelicel Church of Cameroun. He had previously served for two years as a 
missionary in the country. HPS, Geneva 


Aid Sent to Iran Quake Victims 


(Geneva) ~ Aid for victims of disaster-stricken Lar in southern Iran, devastated 
by two successive earthquakes on April 24, now totals $3,100. 


The funds came from the British Council of Churches, 41,400; ‘Sweden, 
$1,000; the Presbyterian Church of Canada, 8600; and the Protestant churches 
in France, $100. In addition, US churches through Church World Service have 
sent thousands of pounds of blankets, clothing and food supplies, as well as 


‘medicines, to the area, The assistance was forwarded in response to an appeal 


of the Division of Inter-—Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council 
of Churches. BPS, Geneva 


Churches Aid Chile Quake Victims 


(Geneva) — Church support for victims of the earthquakes and tidal waves in 
Chile now totals more than $155,000. 


Funds sent in response toa telegraphed appeal by the Division of Inter- 
Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches came from 
Germany, $119,140; Great Britain, ¥14,000; the Netherlands, v10,000 (36,000 
in cash and 94,000 in goods); New Zealand, $2,790; Norway, o1,000; Sweden, 
$2,000; and from the United States, Church World Service, 65,000 and Lutheran 
World Relief, $1,500. 
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In addition shipments of 80,000 pounds of food and multi-vitamin tablets, 
anti-typhoid serum and penicillin valued at $15,000 have been air-lifted to 
the disaster areas by Church ‘VJorld Service (US). 


Distribution of church-contributed supplies is being supervised by the 
Ayuda Christiana Evangelica, a co-oper.tive organisation of the Chilean chur- 
ches. Assisting are !0C and CWS representatives in Chile and from Argentinas 


Large numbers of Protestant and Roman Catholic churches and church build- 
ings such as schools and parsonages are reported destroyed or severely damaged 
by the quakes. All Methodist churches and parsonages in the 1,000 mile long 
affected zone were badly damaged and in three towns were completely destroyed. 
Nearly nine-tenths of the 25,000-member Evangelic Lutheran Church are located 
in the disaster area and many of its buildings were also reported destroyed. 

The Presbytery of Chile has reported churches in four areas destroyed or severe- 
ly damaged, Damage to Roman Catholic churches and other buildings was also 
widespread and has been estimated in the "tens of millions of dollars", 


In addition to aid sent to Chile the “CC Division also sent 92,500 to help 
survivors of the tidal waves and quakes in the Philippines, in answer to a re- 
quest cabled by the East Asian Christian Conference. No special appeal has 
been issued for victims of the Hong Kong typhoon or tidal waves in Japan. 
Church relief officials in both places have reported sufficient goods and funds 
on hand to meet immediate needs, EPS, Geneva 


French Synod Asks Study of Algerian Problem 


(Toulouse) - The National Synod of the French Reformed Church has called upon 
its congregations to study the Algerian conflict so t hat French popular opinion 
will be mobilized in support of the decision "most compatible with the impli- 
cations of God's will". 


A declaration adopted by the Synod at its two-day meeting last week in 
Toulouse stated that while the church should not attempt to arbitrate questions 
of political difference between its members, it has an obligation to concern 
itself with political problems. It asked the Church's National Council to con- 
duct a study of the Algerian situation as a cuide for members. HPS, Geneva 


The US Supreme Court has by unanimous decision upheld the right of Arch- 
bishop Boris, appointee of the Moscow Patriarchate as head of the Patriarchal 
Russian Orthodox Church in the US, to possession and control of St. Nicholas 
Orthodox Cathedral in New York City. Control of the cathedral had been in dis= 
pute since 1924 when a large majority of clergy. and members of the Russian Or- 
thodox Church in the US established the autonomous Russian Orthodox Church ot 
North America on the ground that the Moscow Patriarchate had become a tool of 


an atheist state, 
x 


The Roman Catholic priest in Akirkeby, Denmark, has offered the use of his 
church to the local Lutheran congregation for services while its building is 
being repaired, The Lutheran congregation had already made plans to have ser= ; 
vices in their parish hall, a spokesman said, but the church was grateful for 
the offer and wovld accept it on occasions when members of the congregations 
wished to have a church ceremony, 


ite ae 


No. 23 - 17th June, 1960 . | 8 


Amsterdam in the Netherlands now has a church information centre for local 
residents and visitors. Facts about church life and work, sightseeing and 
coming events will be available, with Bibles in many languages, books, church 
periodicals, recordings of church music and postcards of old and new churches, 
The local ecumenical council has co-operated in the venture with foreign-language 
congregations, the Gereformeerde churches, the Dutch Bible Society and other 
agencies, 

x 


The Soviet Ambassador to Israel, Mikhail Bodrov, attended a Pentecost 
Monday Russian Orthodox liturgy in Jerusalem. The liturgy in Greek, Slavonic 
and Arabic was also attended by Greek Orthodox Patriarch Benediktos of Jerusa— 
lem, who crossed from Jordan for the service. Friendly relations with all 
groups in Israel have been promoted by Archimandrite Augustin, head of the Mos- 
cow Patriarchate's Russian Orthodox mission in Jerusalem since last autumn. 


catemedrs 


Delegates from the United Protestant Church of the Palatinate and the chur- 
ches of the International Congregational Council have met at Pentecost in Speyer 
to study a draft Statement of Faith being prepared "as an affirmation of those 
things generally believed by Congregationalists in the middle of the twentieth 
century". Good progress toward agreement on the positive statement was re- 
ported between the two groups, which had already concluded an agreement on un- 
restricted "communion of pulpit and Lord's table" in 1957. 


22) GS 


The Church of Sweden has announced plans to manufacture pre-fabricated 
churches to be set up in sumer resort areas and similar spots. The buildings 
will seat about 100 people and will come equipped with separate bell towers at 


a cost of about $23,000. 
x % 


Miss Janet Lacey, director of the Department of Inter—-Church Aid and 
Refugee Service of the British Council of Churches, has been named a Commander 
of the Order of the British Empire "for service to refugees" in the Queen's 
Birthday Honours List, The BCC Department raised over one and a quarter mil- 
lion pounds during World Refugee Year and in Miss Lacey's term of office as 
director since 1952 has become the largest British agency at work in the 


refugee field. 
% 


An American woman who died in Geneva in 1958 has bequeathed more than 
$1,000,000 to the programme of the United Nations to aid refugees. The bequest 
of the late Miss Helen Thurnaur wills securities valued at about $800,000 tO 
the American Association for the United Nations to benefit refugees within the 
High Commissioner's mandate and an additional amount of approximately $250,000 
bequeathed directly to the UNHCR office for refugees. The money, which re- 
presents the bulk of Miss Thurnauer's estate,was reported to have been given 
outright, rather than placea ina trust fund, to provide aid during World Refugee 
Year, It is the largest single private contribution ever given to the UNHCR 


worke 
x * 


A Protestant evangelist, Michael Markogamvrakis, of the Greek Free 
Evangelical Church, has been sentenced at Neapolis, Crete, to five months im- 
prisonment and a fine of 5,000 drachmas ($50) on charges of proselytising a- 
mong Greek Orthodox people. He has organized three congregations on the island 
of Crete, Markogamvrakis has appealed against the sentence to a higher court. 

EPS, Geneva 
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WCC Central Committee Will Meet Ausust 16=24 
a a el 5 telnet 


tot. Andrews, Scotland) - Ways in which the world's Protestant, Anglican and 
Orthodox churches can move towards closer unity will be surveyed at meetings 
at St, Andrews, Scotland, this August. 


The meetings, August 16-24, will be the annual sessions of the 90-member 
policy~making Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, through which 
these confessions are seeking comion ways to overcome division, 


The selection of Scotland as the site for this year's meeting commemorates 
the 50th anniversary of the historic First World Missionary Conference held at 
Edinburgh in 1910. From this meeting the international missionary movement was 
developed which, together with the faith and order and life and work movements, 
resulted in the formation of the World Council in 1948. 


Two major concerns of the Committee during the nine-day session will be: 
the role of the World Cowmcil in promoting church unity and the problem of over= 
population, 


The discussion on the WCC role in church unity will reflect a growing 
interest in defining the WCC!'s function in keeping types of closer church union 
before its members, 


No. 24 - 24th June, 1960 > 2 


Traditionally the WCC has remained aloof from union negotiations between 
churches and has confined itself to study and co-operation and to providing the 
framework within which its members carry on co-operative practical programnes. 


Support for family-planning as part of the answer to the population pro- 
blem was given in a report, published last October, of a special study group 
convened by the WCC and the International Missionary Council. The 20-member 
group composed of theologians, doctors, family welfare specialists and others, 
cautioned that unless action is taken the annual increase of 50 million persons 
in the world will have "grave social, political, economic and even religious 
repercussions", 


In other sessions the Committee will: 


Vote on the proposed integration of the WCC with the International Mis- 
Sionary Council. Many of the WCC's member churches have endorsed the plan and 
it is expected that the required number of IMC member bodies will also approve 
it. If the plan is adopted, full integration will take place in opening act— 
ions at the WCC's Third Assembly in New Delhi, November 18 - December 5, 19613 


Approve final plans for the Third Assembly including distribution of an 
80-page study booklet on the Assembly theme "Jesus Christ - The Light of the 
World" which will be printed in over 12 languages and in hundreds of thousands 
of copies, The global distribution is part of a plan to make the Assembly de- 
liberations a true reflection of "grass-roots" thinking in local congregations 
of the WCC's 172 member churches; 


Receive reports on the progress of a study on religious liberty being con-— 
ducted by a special 13-member WCC Commission, Closely connected with this 
study is another report on Christian witness and proselytism, Member churches 
of the WCC have by unwritten agreement largely refrained from conducting mis-~- 
sions among each others! nominal members; 


Review the work of the churches during World Refugee Year and consider 
plans for a new drive in areas of acute human need and co-operation with the 
five-year Freedom From Hunger campaign which starts in July under auspices of 
the UN Food and Agricultural Organization; 


Discuss tentative proposals for changing the criterion for membership of 
the Council. The present Easis is acceptance of “our Lord Jesus Christ as God 
and Saviour". Some member churches have requested changes to bring the basis 
more explicitly into line with the doctrine of the Trinity and to found it more 
clearly on the Bible. Proposals made will be referred to the Third Assembly, 
which is the only body with the authority to approve a change; 


Outline general plans for the WCC programme between its Third and Fourth 
Assembly (normally a six-year period), These plans, which will be submitted 
for approval to the New Delhi Assembly, are expected to forecast a greatly ex- 
panded operation. The present WCC budget of 905,000 is more than double what 
it was ten years ago; 


Hear reports on progress towards construction ofthe new $2,500,000 head~ 
quarters. Blueprints were approved by its Executive Committee at meetings in 
Buenos Aires in February. HPS, Geneva 


Swedish Leaders Debate IMC-WCC Union 


(Skara, Sweden) — Swedish ecumenical leaders have publicly debated the case for 
and against integrating the work of the International Missionary Council and 
the “lorld Council of Churches. 
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At the five-yearly meeting of the pastoral synod of the Skara diocese of 
the Lutheran Church of Sweden Dean Nils Karlstrém, of the Skara Cathedral, a 
former secretary of the ecumenical pioneer Archbishop Nathan Sdderblom, told 250 
clergy that the planned integration of the IMC and WCC is a logical step. 


Going over the ground of his own book, the first full-scale study of the 
history of problems arising from IMC-WCC integration, he traced the "ecumenical 
trend in missions and the trend to integrate missions into the church" from the 
time of the first world missionary meeting at Edinburgh in 1910. 


(The subject of IMC-WCC integration has roused controversy in Scandinavia, 
where missionary activity has been largely pioneered in voluntary associations 
not organically related to the churches. ) 


In discussion on Dean Karlstrtm's speech, Dr. Bengt Hoffman, director of 
Lutheran World Service in Geneva, said that the merger was logical but he 
cautioned that "all objections will not have been discarded by the fact of inte- 
gration". He said too little attention had been given to the opposition of some 
groups like the Anglican Church Missionary Society in England, which had held 
out for the "voluntary principle”, Dr. Hoffman also said there would have to be 
a continuation of discussions with conservative "confessional" church bodies 
that fear big unions because they might compromise on doctrine for the sake of 
practical co-operation. 


Other speakers, including vice-chaiman Bengt Sundkler of the IMC and the 
Rev, Gdte Hedenquist, IMC secretary forthe Christian Approach to the Jews, 
pointed out that a poll of IMC and WCC member bodies had revealed numerically 
weak opposition to the integration plan, But they said that the negative react- 
jon represented a large body of opinion, because 50 per cent of Protestant mis= 
sionaries belong to groups outside the constituency of both world bodiesa 


Orthodox churchmen in exile from Esthonia and Lutherans exiled from Esthonia 
and Latvia attended sessions of the synod, June 14-17. BPS, Geneva 


US Eastern Orthodox Seek Closer Co-operation 


(New York) ~ Representatives of eleven Eastern Orthodox churches in the United 
States have agreed to establish a permanent conference for co-operation among 
themselves and to find ways of "strengthening of that unity which is the essence 
of Orthodoxy". 


Meeting recently in New York, the church leaders who collectively represent 
five million US Orthodox, approved formation of an Episcopal Conference to pro- 
mote collaboration and consider common problems. They agreed that the member 
bodies of the conference will be termed the "Greek Orthodox Catholic Church, 
also known as the Eastern Orthodox Church". 


The meeting was presided over by Archbishop Takovos of New York, head of 
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America and one of the six 
presidents of the World Council of Churches, (See also EPS No. 12) 

EPS, Geneva 


Bishop Oxnam Honoured 

(Westminster, Md.) -— Retiring Methodist Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam of Washington, 
D.C., received high praise from his fellow churchmen during annual sessions 
which he presided over for the last time at the Baltimore Methodist Conference. 
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"To millions he is known as a world figure, a crusader for human rights... 
and the outstanding bishop of the church," Dr. Clarence L. Fossett, superin- 
tendent of the Baltimore East District, told the assembled 1,000 ministers and 
laymen, 


In his address, Bishop Oxnam, who has been head of the Washington Area 
since 1952, criticized ministers who do not keep themselves well informed se 
have come to refuse to tolerate personal unpreparedness and intellectual sloven- 
liness," he declared. 


In other sessions delegates supported: non-violent protests against racial 
segregation, the elimination of capital punishment and the dissemination of fa- 
mily planning information. They also re-affirmed support of the National Council 
of Churches, BPS, Geneva 


Vanderbilt Compromise Plan Rejected 


(Nashville, Tenn.) - The Rev. James M. Lawson, expelled in March from Vanderbilt 
University for participating in "sit-in" strikes, has rejected a compromise 
offer which would have awarded him a bachelor of divinity degree from the Uni- 
versity. (See EPS Nos 11, 12, 13, 22, 23) 


Mr. Lawson, who is now enrolled at Boston University School of Theology, 
said he could not accept the offer “under the terms of the compromise reached 
at the expense of Dean Nelson". 


The proposed settlement offered the 32-year old former Methodist mission-~ 
ary to India two ways of fulfilling graduation requirements: either by passing 
written examinations without re-enrolling or by transferring to Vanderbilt 
credits he is expected to earn this summor at Boston University. 


The compromise solution had earlicr been rejected by the University Board 
of Trust's executive committec, but the University later reversed its stand 
and decided to make the offer to Mr. Lawson after a petition backing the plan 
was signed by many of the University's 400 faculty members. 


Last week University chancellor Harvie Branscomb, whose refusal to admit 
Mr. Lawson touched off the resignations of Divinity School Dean J. Robert 
Nelson and eleven faculty members, named Dr, Herman A. Norton to direct the 
school during the summer term. Dr. Norton, a professor of church history at 
the school, is one of the four faculty members who did not resign in the dis- 
pute. The post as director has been interpreted as equivalent to acting deane 


Chancellor Branscomb had carlicr relieved Dr. Nelson of his duties imme- 
diately, but gave the other resigning divinity professors ten days to withdraw 
their resignations. All of the faculty, including Dr. Nelson, have been offered 
positions by Chicago Theological Seminary. EPS, Geneva 


Lutherans Move Towards Merger 


(Rock Island, Ill.) - The Augustana Lutheran Church has voted overwhelmingly in 


favour of union with three other Lutheran bodies - thus making practically 
certain the largest Lutheran merger in US history. 


The action taken at the church's centennial synod in Rock Island, Ill., is 
considered decisive in the negotiations. It paves the way for continued talks 
with the United Lutheran Church in America, the Finnish Evangelical Lutheran 
Church and the American T;vangelical Lutheran Church, All of these bodies are 


e 
r 
% 


No. 24 = 24th June, 1960 5 


also expected to give approval to the union at their respective conventions this 
year. The proposed new body would have a baptized membership of 3,100,000 making 
it the largest Lutheran church in the United States. BPS, Geneva 


WCC Asked to Probe Social Issues 


(Geneva) - A group of 40 economists, politicians, industrialists and theologians 
has called on the World Council of Churches to face up to a set of specific is- 
sues in its study work on social responsibility in the next cight-ycar period. 


Among questions listed for the future by the WCC-sponsored consultation 
were: How can production in industrial society be directed to socially dosirable 
goals? What effect do modern salesmanship and technology have on human beings? 
What are the growing responsibilities of industrialised Europe and America in 
the developing Asian, African and Latin American economies? 


The group said Biblical theologians should come together more with poli- 
ticians and economists to understand modern society and help Christians to act, 


The consultation was held at the WCC's Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, near 
Geneva, under sponsorship of the Institute and the WCC departments on the Laity 
and on Church and Society. EPS, Geneva 


owiss Churches Favour Protestant Radio Station 


(Sion, Switzerland) - The swiss Protestant Federation has endorsed a plan to set 
up an international European radio transmitter in Switzerland if the money can 
be found. 


At its annual meeting last week, the federation heard reports from a special 
commission that legal and technical difficulties could be overcome, but that three 
million Swiss Francs (about $700,000) would be needed to establish the plant and 
the annual running costs would be about half this sum, 


‘Cantonal and local churches in Switzerland were asked to study ways of 
finding 250,000 francs a year within the country. Other efforts will be made to 
gather support abroad. 


The station would concentrate on spreading the Christian Gospel through 
daily religious services, interviews, drama, documentary, news sessions and mu- 
sic. Many languages would be used. 


The project, actively promoted in Europe since 1957, was accepted by the 
Swiss churches only after three years stucy. It wovld operate through a board 
on which the churches would have majority representation and avoid controversial 
matter aimed at non-Protestants. Political controversy that might violate Swiss 
neutrality would also be excluded. 


Next year's meeting of the Protestant Federation will hear reports on likely 
financial support of the station and take the next steps. 


A closing reception at the Federation's meetings, held this year in the 
strongly Roman Catholic canton of Valais, was attended by the Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Sion, the Right Rev. Frangois—Nestor Adam, who urged discovering the 
common ground between Catholics and Frotestants. EPS, Geneva 
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In Brief 


Three monks from the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church are 
visiting the Church of England. The group, led by Archimandrite Nikodim, of the 
External Relations department of the Moscow Church, is returning a similar visit 
to Russia made in the spring of 1959. 


ee 


Dr. Egbert de Vries has been named to represent the Commission of the Chur- 
ches on International Affairs onthe Advisory Committee of voluntary organiza- 
tions for the Freedom from Hunger Campaign of the UN Food and Agriculture Or- 
ganization, Dr. de Vries directs the Institute of Social Studies at the Hague 
and is chairman of the committee of the World Council of Churches! Department on 
Church and Society. The CCIA is a joint agency of the WCC and the International 


Missionary Council. 
* * 


The Rev. Akila Todi has been elected first African president of the 10,400- 
member Lutheran Church of Christ in the Sudan. The church has been formed as a, 
result of the work of the Danish Sudan United Mission, 


eae US 


Publication of Scriptures for the first time since World War II has been 
permitted in the Latvian region of the USSR. The new edition of 1500 copies is 
a fresh translation of the New Testament and Psalms in Latvian, 


ase Nite 


Arrangements for community representation in the Jordan parliament after 
elections planned for next autumn give Christians nine out of a total of 58 
seats. In the present parliament they have seven out of 40 seats. Ten per cent 
of Jordanians are Christians. The present foreign minister, Musa Nasser, is an 
Anglican. 

* x 


A second retreat conference of international civil servants has been held 
at Biévres, near Paris, May 27-29, Aiming to define “applied Christianity" in 
the international political arena, the meeting was attended by 20 participants 
from 11 countries, working in international organizations in Paris and Brussels. 
They came from Anglican, Baptist, Congregationalist, Czech Brethren, Disciples, 
Methodist, Mar Thoma Syrian, Reformed and Roman Catholic church backgrounds, 
(See also EPS No. 19, 1959) 


aa ZA 


A 70-year old Christian chief who was once an Anglican lay leader will be- 
come the first African governor of a colonial territory. Sir Adesoji Tadeniawo 
Aderemi, Chief of Ife, will be sworn in as Governor of the Western Region of 
Nigeria in July, replacing an Englishman, Nigeria will be granted independence 
on October 1, Sir Adesoji, a descendant of the founder of Yoruba, a pagan re- 
ligion practiced by six million Nigerians, was among the first Nigerians to 


embrace Christianity. 
x 


The Union of Baptist Churches in the Netherlands accepted five new chur- 
ches into membership at its 80th annual meeting in May. Fifteen new churches 
have been formed in three years to bring the Baptist total for the country to 
8247 members in 65 churches, The Dutch Baptists also heard reports of increased 
theological seminary enrolment and plans to send a third missionary couple to 
the British Baptist mission field in the Congo. 
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Canadian Roman Catholic Theologian Commends WCC 


(New York) - Father Gregory Baum, a Canadian Roman Catholic theological teacher, 
has declared that "Catholics should be grateful to the World Council of Churches" 
for its open-minded attitude to Roman Catholic doctrine, 


"there have never been so many Protestants sincerely wanting to study the 
doctrines of the Catholic church, to abandon inherited prejudices, and to under- 
stand the Catholic church as she is seen by her own members", he writes in an 
article in the Roman Catholic lay-sponsored weekly Commonweal published in New 
York. 


"This does not mean that these men want to become Catholics", writes Father 
Baum, a member of the faculty of St. Basil's Seminary, Toronto, "but they desire 
to grasp the Catholic vision of Christianity as far as this can be done from the 
outside." 


Pointing out that Pope Pius XII, in an instruction published in 1950, in- 
dicated that the ecumenical movement was “due in part to the inspiration of the 
Holy Ghost", the Canadian theologian commends the WCC because its documents and 
reports proclaim "the great themes of traditional Christianity. We hear the un- 
diluted credal affirmations of the Trinity, the unity of Christ in two natures, 
the fall of humanity and its redemption in Christ, and the Christian's trans- 
formation in grace as an anticipation of the glory that is to come", he conti- 
nues. 
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Father Baum asks for a better understanding by Roman Catholics of the real 
nature of the WCC and remarks that "some Catholics have little sympathy for the 
World Council and tend to look down on it rather smugly, as if it were our doing 
that Holy Church is the infallible witness to Christ's gospel". EPS, Geneva 


Brethren Denounce Funeral Customs 


(Champaign, T1l.) ~—~ The Church of the Brethren has denounced excessive burial 
expenses and public viewing of the deceased as “inconsistent with the Christian 
padth', 


"Customs and practices which focus undue attention on the physical body at 
the time of death tend to deny faith in the life that is eternal", said a report 
approved by the 1,135 delegates to the church's annual meeting in Champaign, Ill, 


It urged that memorial services be held some time after a private burial 
to "provide an experience of worship in which to express faith in life eternal", 


In another session delegates heard fraternal delegate Bishop Reuben Mueller 
of the Evangelical United Brethren Church urge "deep and more manifest unity 
both within the Church of the Brethren and the whole body of Christ". He pro- 
posed conversations between the two bodies to seek closer organic relations. 

The Evangelical United Brethren Church was formed in 1946 by the merger of the 
Evangelical Church and the Church of the United Brethren in Christ. | 
EPS, Geneva 


"Weeping Icons" Called "Sign of Divine Providence" 


(Istanbul) - The Holy Synod of the iicumenical Patriarchate of Istanbul has de- 
Signated three reported “weeping icons" of the Madonna observed recently in 
homes in Long Island, New York, as "a sign of Divine Providence". 


In its first official statement on the phenomena, issued last week, the 
Synod declared that the icons indicate a need for the repentance of the faith- 
ful and for the furthering of the mission of the Greek Orthodox Church in Ame-— 
rica. It also authorized the erection of a convent near the site where the 
icons were first observed in larch. 


The statement said the 12 bishops and metropolitans comprising the Holy 
Synod have been considering the matter since receiving a personal report on the 
icons by Archbishop Iakovos, head of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North 
and South America, during a recent visit to Istanbul. Archbishop Iakovos, who 
is one of the six presidents of the World Council of Churches, is reported to 
have personally observed the “weeping icons". The first was reported shedding 
tears on March 16, the second and third on April 12 and May 7 respectively. 
Their tears are said to have flowed in each case for a week or more. All three 
of the icons have been placed in St. Paul's Church in Hemstead, Long Island. 

EPS, Geneva 


Japan Churches Cable US NCC on Cancelled Hisenhower Visit 


(New York) —- The National Christian Council of Japan has sent a cable to the 
National Council of Churches (USA) concerning the cancellation of the visit of 
President Eisenhower to Japan. 


The cable said: "Regrettable events prompted postponement presidential 
visit. War involvement fears and nuetrality hopes underlay demonstrations. 
Basic issue internal politics. Vigorous good will toward American people con- 
tinues. s 


il 
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The message was signed by the Rev. Takeshi Muto, chairman, and the Rev. 
Kiyoshi Hirai, general secretary. EPS, Geneva 


US Nazarenes Seck $10,000,000 for Evangelism 

(Kansas City) - A $10,000,000 goal for world evangelisi in 1960-64 has been set 
by the Church of the Nazarene Foreign Missionary Society. The figure represents 
a $1,000,000 increase over an earlier proposed goal. 


Delegates meeting in Kansas City, Mo., voted the figure after hearing re- 
ports that during the past four years the mission agency had raised nearly a 
quarter of a million dollars more than its $8,000,000 goal for 1956-60. 


The Church of the Nazarene, one of the larger "holiness" bodies in the 
United States, was organised in 1908, by a group of dissidents from the Method- 
4st Church. In 1959 it reported membership of 281,646 - an increase Ot 19900 
persons over 1955 -— in 4,225 churches - an increase of 400 congregations in the 
same period. It has more than 50 missionaries working overseas. EPS, Geneva 


Bishop Discusses Care of Very Old 


(London) — An Anglican bishop has questioned whether it is morally right to usc 
“uxtraordinary means" to keep the old and infirm alive. 


The Bishop of Exeter, Dr. R.C. Mortimer, preaching at a service held in 
connection with meetings of the British lMedical Association, said that it seems 
morally wrong to subject very old people to the acute discomfort of a serious 
operation or feeding by intravenous means. 


"While in the Christian view there is a moral obligation to maintain the 
life of the very old by all ordinary means, there is no obligation to use extra- 
ordinary means", Bishop Mortimer declared. His comments have stimulated wide- 
spread discussion in the British press. EPS, Geneva 


African Views on Missionaries Described 


a NT 


(Greencastle, Ind.) — Africans want missionaries cither to be neutral in the 
struggle between colonial powers and subject peoples, or to identify themselves 
with the aspirations of the people for seclf-determination, a US Methodist mis-~ 
sions official has told a meeting in Greencastle, Ind, 


What they do not want is for missionaries to give "lip service to the 
ideal of independence and then, when the chips are down, to keep silent or to 
side with the ruling power", said Dr. Hugene L. Smith, general secretary of the 
Methodist Division of World Missions. 


Dr. Smith urged missionarics to become an integral part of the church in 
the area where they work and guard against the tendency to remakethe church in 
the image of the church in their home countries. The modern missionary, parti- 
cularly those from Western countries, must seek always to proclaim "the pure 
Gospel of Christ undiluted by cultural trappings and racial or national feel- 
ings", he declared. 


Dr. Smith addressed some 480 Methodist missionaries, nationals and mission 
executives representing 44 countries at the 15th annual New and Furloughed liis- 
sionaries Conference, ERS, Geneva 
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Qucen Mother Will Attend Commemorative Service 


(Bdinburgh) - Queen Elizabeth, the British Queen Hother, will attend the Service 
of Thanksgiving marking the 50th anniversary of the World Missionary Conference 
at St. Giles! Cathedral, Edinburgh, Sunday, August 14. 


Also attending will be church leaders from all over the world who will be 
jn Scotland for the annual meetings of the Central Committee of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches (August 16-24) and the Administrative Committce of the Inter- 
national Missionary Council, at St. Andrews, Fife. 


The scrmon will be preached by the Rt. Rev. Chandu Ray, Bishop of the Church 
of India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon. Dr. John Baillie, principal-emeritus of 
New College, Edinburgh, one of the six WCC presidents, will give a brief address 
on the history of the World Missionary Conference. 


The Conference held in 1910 in Hdinburgh marked the beginning of the inter- 
national missionary movement which, together with the faith and order and the 
life and work movements, resulted in the formation of the World Council in 1948. 

EPS, Geneva 


Plague Honours Bishop Oxnam 

(Washington, Dsl <j Old spontralt.of (retiring Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam and an 
engraved plaque paying tribute to his leadership in the World Council of Chur- 
ches have been dedicated in the dudent lounge of the American University's 
Sehool of International Scrvice in Washington, DiC 


The inscription on the plaque, which was written by WCC general secretary, 
Dr, ‘eA. Visser 't Hooft, hails him as a bishop of the Methodist church "whose 
loyalty to its heritage led him to serve the Church Universal" and as first Us 
president of the World Council of Churches “which he helped to bring into being 
and to make an offective instrument for worldwide Christian co-operation and 
united social and international justice". (See also EPS No. 24) EPS, Geneva 


Protestant Prayers for Ecumenical Council’ 

(Arnoldshain, Germany) - A former staff member of the World Council of Churches 
has suggested that Protestant churches might arrange prayers for the Pope and 
the Second Vatican Council. 


Dr. Hans-Heinrich Harms, cathedral preacher in Hamburg and associate di- 
rector of the WCC's Study Division until this year, told an ecumenical seminar 
that it was a contradiction of Protestant thought not to trust that the Holy 
Spirit could promote church unity through the forthcoming Council. 


He warned, however, against unduc optimism about the results of the meeting 
and said that there was no present basis for official talks between the WCC's 
member churches and the Roman Catholic Church. 


Dr. Harms opposed the idea that cither Protestants or Roman Catholics 
should try to consolidate their existing positions. He said the issue at stake 
was whether the Council of the Roman Catholic Church succeeded in "opening doors 
to other churches" and making interconfessional discussion easicr. He predicted 
that if the Council simply reiterated the familiar appeal to Protestant, Angli- 
can and Orthodox Christians to “return to Rome", this would make future con- 
versations between Catholics and Protestants more Gift 7Cut te EPS, Geneva 
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Spain Cots Roman Catholic Teumenical Bulletin 


(Barcelona) -~ A new Roman Catholic news bulletin on ecumenical affairs is being 
published in Spain under the direction of Father Salvador de les Borges, a Ca- 
puchin priest. 


The first issue of the publication, “Orientacion y Informacion Ecumenica", 
gives information on the World Council of Churches and its mombor churches, in- 
cluding material on [Italian Protestantism, the WCC's Third Assembly at New Delhi 
an late 1961 and last Decomber's visit of World Council representatives to chur- 
ches in the USSR. 


"Every Christian must be a witness to truth and rightcousness", says the 
bulletin. “In relation to the division of Christendom he will, however, be a 
poor witness unless he begins by knowing other confessions as they are, without 
distortion or prejudice". EPS, Geneva 


Timor Church Takes Stand on Communism 


(Djakarta) —~ The Protestant Church on the Indonesian island of Timor has been 
asked to clarify its stand on Communism by people concerned about the activities 
of the Indonesian Communist Party among church adherents. 


In a statement stressing the Church's positive role in spreading the Gospel 
to Christians and non-Christians, the Timor Synod says it will discuss whether 
to expel from the church members who join the Communist party, put that even if 
expelled, ox-church members will continue to be served by the church. 


The Synod warns that pastors who take a Communist position will lose Theis 
standing in the church because "ihe Communist conviction is contrary to the 
testimony of Scripture". 


The methods of Communism are also described by the Timor statement as in- 
compatible with the Gospel and the “forgiving love" of the Cross. 


The spread of Communism in Indonesia has causcd a number of churches there 
to make statcments for the guidance of their mombcerse EPS, Geneva 


Vanderbilt Professors Retract Resignations 


(Nashvillc, Tenn.) - Nine of the cleven faculty mombors of Vanderbilt Universi- 
ty's Divinity School who rosigned over the dismissal of Negro studens James 

BY i have agroed to return to thcir duties. (Seo EPS Nos 11, 12, 15, PNP 
24 


Their decision was announced following the offer of the University's Board 
of Trust to confer a degree on Ur. Lawson this years Previously the Board had 
refused any reinstatement of the expelled student, whose participation in "sit- 
in® lunch-counter desegregation demonstrations in Nashville had been regarded 
as incitement to civil disobcdionce,. 


(Mr. Lawson, who is studying during the summer at Boston University's Di- 
vinity School, previously announced that a compromise solution reached at the 
expense of the divinity school's dcan would not be acceptable to hin.) 


Dean J. Robert Nelson of the divinity school, who submitted his resignation 
in a strong letter to Vanderbilt chancellor Harvie Dranscomb defending Mr. Law- 
son's right to rcinstatcement, was dismissed from his post on June 13 and not in- 
vited to rcturn. 


— 
‘v 
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Before the nine faculty members withdrew their resignations Dr, Nelson had 
made it clear that their decision should not be swayed by loyalty to him. A 
statoment issued by the nine at the time of their return said their action 
“should not be understood as in any way approving the summary dismissal of Dean 
Nelson from his official duties". The professors said thoy considered the dis- 
missal “unjust and ungracious". 


Commenting on the developments The Christian Contury, non-denominational 
Protestant weckly, said it was "a partial victory for those who have sought 
justice for Mr. Lawson. At the same time, it is unjust that iv scems tO: Lay 
the onus for the Vanderbilt affair where 4+ does not belong — on the dean of 
the Divinity School. Nobody worked longer, more patiently or at greater person— 
al sacrifice for the preservation of the divinity school on a basis that would 
make it worthy of prescrvation than did Dean Nelson." BPS, Geneva 


In Brief 


The Central Commission set up by the Pope to co-ordinate preparations for 
the Second Vatican Council (see EPS No. 22) includes 74 prelates and superiors 
of religious orders from all over the world. Eugene Cardinal Tisserant, dean 
of the College of Cardinals in Rome, has becn named as president. 


yee Ay 


The Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church (Suomi Synod) marked the 70th an- 
niversary of its establisnment in the United States at observances in Virginia, 
Minnesota, June 26-29. Dr. Ilmari Salomies, Archbishop of Finland, took part 
in the anniversary services. The church, founded by Finnish immigrants to the 
US, has a membership of 37,000. 

x 

The National Christian Council of Korea has installed as its new general 
secretary the Rev. Simeon Kang, bly Pommex pastor of Seoul's oldest Protestant 
congregation, Seimoonan Presbyterian Church. 


* * 


Christian schools in ilalaya working with government financial support have 
been told by the government that religious instruction in normal school hours 
must stop. Malaya's official religion is Islam. Many schools are preparing 
+0 conduct religious instruction, which has always been voluntary, after school 


hours. 
* ¥ 


An American, Archbishop Martin J. O'Connor, has been namcd by the Pope as 
head of the special secretariat set up to deal with press, radio, television 
and film in connection with the Second Vatican Council. The archbishop is 
chairman of the Pontifical Commission on Cinema, Radio and Telovision and rector 
of the North American College in home. 7 


SE a macs 


Several studics showing that Roman Catholic marricd couples use artificial 
birth control "in about the samc measure" as non—Catholics have been reported 
by the director of the National Catholic Family Life Bureau in a speech in 
San Antonio, Texas. Msgr. Irving A. De Blank of Washington, D.C., deplored 
that many Catholics "follow the influence of their neighbours and do not take 


. 


their cues for behaviour from a divinely inspired Church". 


ey wate 
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When Ghana becomes an independent republic on July 1, prayers for British 
Queen Elizabeth II will be replaced in Anglican churches by prayers for its 


first president, Dr. Kwame Nkrumah. 
x % 


The death of Bishop Sandor Agoston of the Christian Reformed Church in Yu- 
goslavia was reported last week in Geneva. Bishop Agoston had headed the 35,000 
member church since before World War II. The church was founded by students of 
John Calvin in the l6th century. Its congregations are located in the Backa 
and Banat arcas of northern Yugoslavia near the Hungarian bordcr. 


\ 
kK 


* 


Statistics compiled by the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) show that 
43,2 per cent of Protestant theological students come from “ocademic" families, 
as against 10.2 per cent of Roman Catholic theological students. Those with 
farm or working class background make up 6.5 per cent and 3.2 per cent respect 
ively in the Evangelical Church. In the Roman Catholic Church 18.3 per cent 
come from working class families, 18.¢ por cent from farm familics and 16.4 per 
cent from families in trade and industry. EPS, Geneva 


Document 


The National Synod of the French Reformed Church in June issued 
a statement on the Algerian conflict, The full text appears below. 


The Church is not qualified to judge between the political alternatives 
before its mombcrs, but it must not try to preserve its own peace by excluding 
from its thinking the political questions that divide its members as well as its 
non—membors. 


Today the Algerian drama 1s a burden on our people. It saps their morale, 
shakes the authority of the state and threatens the country's unity. 


Accordingly the synod calls upon parishioners to study the meaning of the 
Algerian conflict for church and country, with a view to finding, among galas’ 
possible solutions, that which is compatible with the demands of the Wor’ of 
God. The national Council of the church is requested to press on With theses 
quiry on behalf of the Fronch Reformed Church and to mobilize for the purpose 
church members who are prepared to ongage is BU 


The Synod reminds all French people that the use of illegal methods by re- 
presentatives of public order cannot be corrected by desertion or other forms 
of civil disobedience; nevertheless it draws the attention of the authorities 
of this country to the scrious consequences of the use of such mothods, whicn 
complctely obscure, for some French young people, the demand for national so- 
lidarity. 


vv 
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Japanese Christians Explain Opposition to Treaty 


(Tokyo) - A group of 26 Japanese Christian leaders has sent an open letter abroad 
claiming broad-based popular opposition +o the Mutual Security Pact with the USA 
and attributing the mass feeling against ++ to revulsion against war and nuclear 
weapons. 


Declaring that-the Kishi government had used police methods to try to rush 
the pact through, the signers deny that the rioting in Tokyo before President 
Eisenhower's planned visit was purely Comuunist. They say the demonstrations 
were “participated in by all kinds of people and all strata of society". 


The letter regrets the impression of anti-Americanism whipped up by extre- 
mists of left and right and says the “popular protests were not primarily direct- 
ed against America". 


In explanation of the attitude of the crowds the letter emphasizes that 
"foar of nuclear destruction makes wothers and sons quake at the threat of re= 
armament and possible military draft. This fear 4g then compounded by indications 
of resurgent militarism and fascist groups." ) 


Continuing, the message says: “Disappointment over the failure of the Sum- 
mit Conference, distrust aroused by the U-2 incident and the resultant heighten- 
ing of international tension made the Japanese people very anxious about the pos= 
sibility of being involved in a nuclear war which they do not want. Such 
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anxieties and fears readily turmed into opposition to the proposed treaty, which 
was looked upon as a limitation of Japanese independence, and resulted in anta- 
gonism against the stratagems of Prime llinister Kishi and his party.” 


Noting that "many reports of the participation in demonstrations of some 
students of Christian schools and of Christian pastors and laymen have been pu- 
blished in the West", the declaration observes that "these people are not Com- 
munists; nor are they following Communist leadership. They did not participate 
in violence, although several were injured by attacks from rightist groups while 
standing quietly near the Diet building. Those who participated did so as in- 
dividuals, not as representatives of their schools or churches, The common bond 
uniting them with other demonstrators was opposition to war and rearmament, and 
to what they considered the undemocratic attitude of the government." 


In an appeal to recipients of the letter, the signers write: “While demo- 
cracy is still very young in Japan and its foundations are not yet secure, we 
are confident that it will survive assaults from the left as well as the right. 
We pray that our Christian brethren abroad will give to our country their prayers, 
their patience and their understanding. We are desperately praying for the 
guidance of God, the Lord of history, over our nation, lest it be thrown into 
the same type of blind anti-Communist despotism which Korea recently experienced." 


The signers include Christian university professors, pastors and church ad- 
Ministrators. All have travelled abroad, EPS, Geneva 


Eight South African Churches to Confer with WCC 


(Geneva) — The eight member churches of the World Council of Churches in south 
Africa have accepted a proposal from the World Council of Churches that it con- 
vene a "fully representative" consultation of their leaders in South Africa with 
a representative delegation from the ‘JCC. 


The plan was put forward in May by the executive officers of the WCC, fol- 
lowing a visit to South Africa by one of the Council's associate general secre- 
taries, Dr. Kobert 5. Bilheimer, The meeting will discuss the responsibilities 
of the churches in the current situation in the Union of South Africa, 


The time, place and arrangements for the meeting will not be fixed until 
Dr. Bilheimer returns from a visit to South Africa in mid-July to confer with 
the churches about details, 


Negotiations are proceeding on another invitation issued in May by the WCC 
to the Council's three Dutch Reformed member churches in South Africa and the 
Church of the Province of South Africa (Anglican) , calling for a meeting be- 
tween the Dutch Reformed and Anglican churches. 


In its invitation proposing the consultation of its eight member churches, 
the WCC suggested that it should seek to arrive at a "factual understanding" of 
the basic factors involved in the situation and of "our understanding of the 
meaning of the Gospel for relationships between races", It also recommended 
that there be a discussion of steps presently being taken by the South African 
churches "to help establish ..... justice and peace", and of the implications 
of rapid social change in Africa. 


Member bodies of the WCC in South Africa are: the Dutch Reformed Church of 
Transvaal, the Dutch Reformed Church of the Cape, the Hervormde Church, the 
Church of the Province of South Africa EN the liethodist Church, the 
Presbyterian Church, the Bantu Presbyterian Church and the Congregational Unione 

EPS, Geneva 
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Baptists Hold World Congress in Rio 


(Rio de Janeiro) - Dr. Theodore F, Adams, president of the Baotist World Alliance, 
opened the tenth Baptist World Congress in Rio de Janeiro (June 26 =— July 3) with 
a plea for world-wide religious liberty, racial justice and Christian brother 
hood, and for the spread of the Gospel to all people. 


Dr. Adams's presidential address followed a roll call in which representa- 
tives of 67 nations followed their national flag across the broad stage and 
spoke into the microphone, each in his own language, the words of the Congress 
theme from Philippians 2:11: “Every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of the Father." 


Dr. Adams told the 20,000 assembled delegates that because of Baotists! con- 
cern for racial justice and Christian brotherhood, the Alliance will not hold a 
Congress in areas in which there is discrimination or segregation based on co- 
lour or national origin. "We seek to be one in Christ who has broken down the 
middle wall of partition between us", he declared. 


Basic to justice, brotherhood and peace, br. Adams said, is recognition of 
the Lordship of Jesus Christ, and absolute freedom for individuals to make their 
own choices in matters of religion. 


"For this reason", he said, "Baptists have long emphasized the priesthood 
of all believers. We have no priestly hierarchy and no mediator between God 
and men save Jesus Christ our Lord." 


Dr, Adams reported that the number of Baptists in the world has grown from 
twenty million when the Congress met in London in 1955 to more than twenty—three 
million in 107 countries today, and is nearly four times the size of the commu- 
nity when the Alliance was organized in 1905. BPo, Geneva 


YMCA Secretaries Back from USSR 


(Geneva) — Four American YMCA secretaries who have spent a month studying youth 
work in the USSR have advocated further investigation of Soviet methods, espe- 
cially in culture and sport. 


The Y workers, passing through Geneva on their way home from the visit, 
were: Dr. Ray Johns, Boston; Francis S. Minnerly, Ohio -West Virginia; Frank 
C. Kiehne, St. Louis; and Robert W. Harlan, Milwaukee. They were invited to go 
to the USSR on exchange with four Russian youth leaders,who have toured YMCA 
work in the USA under the cultural exchange programme. 


With a guide and interpreter, the YMCA team went to Moscow, Leningrad, Kiev, 
Tbilisi and Tashkent. They reported a total membership of over AQ million in 
official Soviet organizations for youth from nine to twenty-cight, and said pro- 
gramme, leadership and facilities were good. 


The YMCA leaders confirmed reports by other travellers that the Soviet youth 
groups keep emphasizing both the drive for a Communist society through "labour 
and defence” and the importance of world peace. {See also EPS No. 14) 

BPS, Geneva. 


Socialist Says Church is Free in Hast 


(Berlin) ~ The general secretary of the East German Communist-sympathizing 
Christian Democratic Union claims that the Church is “really free" for the first 
time under socialisn. 
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Gerald Gdtting told a party congress at Erfurt that the Church in Eastern 
Europe is not forced like the Church in capitalist countries "to find religious 
justification for reactionary state policy or decorate it with religious trap- 
pings". 


Herr Gotting said socialist society created "strong bases for the develop- 
ment of civic freedom and freedom of the Church" because of its absolute sepa- 
ration of Church and state. “The Church itself", he declared, “which regards 
separation from the state as theologically justified, achieves its own freedom 
and for the first time shows real tolerance toward non-Christians". 


The Socialist leader's statement also said "the lie about the alleged op- 
pression and persecution of the Church in the DDR" was a weapon of imperialism 
aud political clericalisn. EPS, Geneva 


, Greek Synod Objects to “Heretical" Advertising 


(Athens) - The Holy Synod of the Greek Orthodox Church has complained to Greek 
newspapers about Gospel messages placed as advertisements in the Greek presse 


In a letter sent to the newspapers, Archbishop Theoklitos of Athens and 
eight metropolitans describe the Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, general secretary of the 
American Mission to Greeks, who lives in America and wrote the messages, as a 
"sect leader" and "nationally dangerous". 


The Synod's letter insists that the advertisements should indicate "the 
sect to which the writer belongs" or “the Holy Synod will be forced to address 
an encyclical to the Greek people to make known to them that the published re- 
ligious articles are heretical". 


Synod leaders believe a government decree of 1938 requires identification 
of the writers of all non—Orthodox printed material. Mr. Zodhiates claims the 
decree applics only to books and panphlets and not to newspaper advertising. 
The Gospel messages of iir. Zodhiates have been appearing for eighteen months in 
over 100 Greek newspapers and magazines. 7 EPS, Geneva 


Churches Report from Devastated Chile 


ee RR AE A LL LL LEE LE LCA L LLL 


(Geneva) - More than 44 per cent of the population — a total O64 515550) per 
sons — have been left homeless in the ten provinces of southern Chile ravaged 
during recent weeks by earthquake and tidal waves. The death toll is estimated 
~ ati.,500, Bp isi 


The figures, representing approximately 15 per cent of the total Chilean 
population, are given in reports received by the World Council of Churches in 
Geneva from the Rev. Theo A. Tschuy, director of Ayuda Cristiana Evangelica, 
joint relief agency of the Chilean churches, lutheran World Relief and Church 
World Service (USA). 


The report estimates more than 169,000 dwellings in the ten provinces have 
been destroyed or damaged with losses exceeding 400 million dollars (us).  Da- 
mage runs as high as 95 per cent in Chiloé where there are 121,600 homeless. 

In addition 100 of the 300 Protestant churches with full-time pastors in the 
area were destroyed. 


Funds contributed by the world's churches in response to emergency appeals 
from the WCC!s Division of Inter—Church Aid now total $277,213 plus tons of food, 
clothing and medical supplies. This includes contributions by Chilean churches 
in unaffected areas of $1,177, plus food and clothing. 
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"In all this trial", Mr, Tschuy reports, "Chilean Protestantism has proven 
to possess remarkable cohesion and a great sense of social obligation.” He noted 
the growing strength of Protestant churches in southern Chile and that ACH aid 
was the first in the disaster areas. 


ln Concepcion on the first day, about 1,000 persons were given food and 
blankets esse The next day about 9,000 people came to our distribution centre 
at the Methodist Church", he reports. When supplies ran out, a riot was averted 
by local authorities who explained that the churches would continue to do every- 
thing they could to help. Assistance has also been organized in outlying areas 
including a soup kitchen in Temuco +o which 40 tons of food were shipped by rail. 


Contributions from the churches reported to date are: Australia, $1,130; 
Great Britain, »14,000; Denmark, $1,021; france, $1,000; Germany, $238,000; 
New Zealand, $2,772; Netherlands, $9,500; Lutheran World Relief, $1,500; 
Jamaica Christian Council, $70; American College, Bogota, 3200; Centre Social, 
Geneva, $20; Norway, $1,000; Sweden, $2,000; Church World Service (USA), 
oop00. 


Supplies sent included $4,000-worth of relief supplies from the Netherlands 
churches, 80,000 pounds of food and multi-vitamin tablets, anti-typhoid serum 
and penicillin valued at $15,000 air-lifted within the first few days of the 
emergency by Church World Service (USA) and 1,500 blankets and 115,000 pounds 
of clothing sent jointly by OWS and Lutheran World Relief (USA). EPS, Geneva 


Berlin to Welcome Inter-Church Aid lleeting 


(Berlin) - Blueprints for a big world-wide programme of church eid to the needy 
will be drawn up at a meeting in Berlin, July 20 - 26, 


The seven-day meeting will be the annual consultation of the Division of 
Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugces of the World Council of Churches, the 
co-operative relief and rehabilitation agency of the WCC's 172 member churches 
of the Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox confessions. some 150 church relief 
officials, ICA secretaries, missionaries and others from Kurope, the USA, the 
Middle and Near East, Africa and Asia are expected to attend. It will be one 
of the largest World Council-sponsored gatherings ever held in Germany. 


Major agenda topics will be consideration of acute human need including 
co-operation with the five-year Freedom From Hunger campaign of the UN's Food 
and Agriculture Organisation which starts this month. 


A highlight of the meeting will be a reception to be given by Bishop Otto 
Dibelius, president of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) , 
on Monday evening, July 25, Dr, Dibelius is one of the WCC's six presidents. 

EPS, Geneva 


Swiss Roman Catholics Pray for Lausanne Youth Assembly 


(Lausanne) - Catholic Action in French-speaking Switzerland has asked its members 
to pray for the European Ecumenical Youth Assembly at Lausanne, July 13 - 24. 
(See EPS Nos 10 and 17) 


A group of observers from Catholic Action will join in the meeting of 1700 
young people, 1400 of them from Zurope. 


Commenting on Roman Catholic interest in the Assembly the Fribourg Catholic 
press service KIPA says it is "a great event that interests all Christians, what-— 
ever their denomination. Indeed it is by entering into the mystery of Jesus 
Christ that Christians will find the way to perfect union within a single visible 
Church so that the world might believe. 


No, 26 - 8th July, 1960 6 


"Today it seems", continues KIPA, “that the world is on the eve of a de- 
cisive: choice between faith in the living God and atheism, All believers must 
take their part in helping the world to make such an important choice," 

BPS, Geneva 


in Briet 


The National Conference of the Methodist Student Movement (USA) has ex- 
pressed concern about the possible influence of religious bigotry in considera- 
tions of candidacy for the US presidency. A statement adopted by the MSI's 
annual meeting said each candidate's "actual religious convictions, as dis- 
tinguished from his particular affiliation, should be para.ount' and "no candi- 
date should be rejected or denied careful consideration purely on the grounds 
Gente relicions affiliations 

% 


Dr, Carl E, Lund—-Quist, executive secretary of the lutheran World Federa~ 
tion, has returned to work in Geneva after five months health leave in the 
United States, including treatment and rest following attacks of high blood 


pressure and secondary symptoms. 
* * 


The Presbyterian Church of Nigeria has been granted full autonomy by the 
Church of Scotland's Eastern Nigeria Synod preparatory to the declaration of 
Nigeria's independence from Britain on October 1. Missionary work formerly 
directed from Scotland will from now on be in the hands of the autonomous 


ehurch, 
eee 


Father Jan Willebrands of the Netherlands has been named as secretary of 
the secretariat set up by the Pope to keep non—Roman Catholics in touch with 
the work of the forthcoming Second Vatican Council. Dr. Willebrands was ap- 
pointed two years ago as a full-time worker on ecumenical questions by the 
Archbishop of Utrecht and is already secretary of the International Roman Ca- 
tholic Conference on Ecumenical Questions. He was present last August at meet= 
ings of the Central Committee of the WCC on the Island of Rhodes. The head of 
the Secretariat on Christian Unity for the ecumenical council is Cardinal 


Augustin Bea. (See also EPS No. 23) 
* es 


An independent group in England is publishing a bi-monthly international 
magazine called "The Anglican World", dited by the Rev. Peter Harvey, founder 
of England's "Church Illustrated", the new publication, with many pages in co- 
lour, reports the life of the world-wide Anglican Communion, 


ah oh eat 


Father Matias Acuesta, a Roman Catholic missionary priest from Spain, has 
announced a month-long campaign to eradicate Protestantism in the town of Colo- 
rados in northern Colombia. At his insistence the local mayor has closed the 
Protestant chapel and school. Father Acuesta has repeatedly threatened and 


harassed Protestants in the ‘district, 
x * 


A sentence of five months imprisonment and a fine of 450 imposed on Protest- 
ant evangelist Michael Markogamvrakis by the court in Neapolis, Crete, has been 
revoked on appeal by a higher court in Heraklion. The sentence was imposed for 
proselytizing among Greek Orthodox people. (See also EPS No, 23) 


ei NL 
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The Pope has told members of Italian Catholic Action that he expects the 
work of the Second Vatican Council to begin in two years. 


card I teats 


Indonesia's National Council of Churches has a new headquarters building in 
Djakarta on a main approach to the city. The building, shared with the Indonesian 
Bible Society, Christian Education Council, Student Christian Hovement and Christ— 
jan University staff,displays the ecumenical "ship" symbol on a prominent notice 
board. 

x % 


For the winter Olympics at Innsbruck in 1964, the local Protestant community 
plans to erect an Olympic church. It will appeal to foreien and international 


church organisations for funds. 
* * 


"There are still places in the USSR where the best building in the village 
is not the club but the church, and the best choir (sometimes the only one) the 
church choir", states an article in Isvestia (Moscow) which advocates stronger 
and more practical methods of anti-religious propaganda. EPS, Geneva 


A Special Report 
Christians Involved in\"Sit-In" Strikes 


(New York) ~ Recent events at Vanderbilt Divinity School in Nashville, Tennessee, 
concerning the Rev, Janes Lawson Reco MPO UNOS «Linear 1 Sie Cady (2A 25) are 
part of a wider context of tsit-in movements" in the South, 


The "sit-in" demonstrations against segregation began in Greensboro, North 
Carolina, on February 1 of this year when a small group of Negro students walked 
into a store and sat down quietly at a lunch counter which served white customers 
only. The students sat wntil the store closed without receiving service. This 
incident was the first of many similar demonstrations which spread within days 
through the universities of the South. By April over 1,000 Negro students in at 
east 68 cities of 13 states had been arrested on various charges, 


The spontaneity of these demonstrations, according to experienced observers, 
has startled some Southerners into thinking that the change they had hoped to 
postpone indefinitely is actually taking place. Civic and state authorities have 
hesitated in many instances to deal-with this unprecedented situation; in some 
towns — like Nashville, Tennessee and Baltimore, Maryland — the demonstrations 
have met with success and resulted in the integration of lunch counters, In 
other towns reprisals have been drastic and the demonstrations were quickly sub- 
dued. In Mississippi, where segregation is, strongly enforced, there have been 
no." sit-ins", 


The methods of the students in demonstrations have ranged from sitting-in 
at lunch counters and libraries, picketing of theatres and public facilities, 
poster-walking and prayer vigils to mass demonstrati».is and holding of rallies. 
Action has been almost consistently non—violent. An instruction sheet drawn up 
by leaders of the movement in Nashville urges the demonstrators not to strike 
back if abused, to be friendly and courteous at-all times, to “remember the teach- 
ings of Jesus Christ, Mohandas K. Ghandi and llartin Luther King", and to “remember 
love and non-violence". 


1 
\ 
, 
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Martin Luther King, a Baptist minister, has been a recognized champion of 
Negro rights since the Montgomery (Alabama) bus strikes which resulted in the 
desegregation of the buses there in 1956, In the opinion of many, his successful 
leadership in these strikes heralded the beginning of the passive resistance 
movement. 


TY 


Describing his first contact with the teachings of Ghandi, Dr. King writes: 
"T have come to see for the first time that the Christian doctrine of love operat 
ing through the Ghandian method of non-violence was one of the most potent weapons 
available to oppressed people in their struggle for freedom." He says difficulties 
must be faced and is convinced that the South will experience more violence before 
the Negro wins the respect he is secelcing, but he says that violence should be used 
against rather than by Negroes, 


Inspiration of the demonstrations is to a great extent Christian, Herluf 
Jensen, director of the National Student Christian Federation in the USA, who re- 
turned recently from a prolonged visit to the South, described how the mectings 
of the students are opened with prayer, hymns are sung, and speakers virtually 
deliver sermons, 


The NSCF was one of the first Christian organisations to come forward in 
support of the students. On March 6 its Central Committee sent a "Letter to 
Christian Students" expressing "a deep concern for, and involvement in, the re- 
cently initiated and now widespread student demonstrations, which are seeking the 
end of discriminatory lunch counter policies in stores and public buildings". 


Practical aid has been pledged by the NSCF to students (Negro or white) who 
are expelled from their universities in the form of scholarships, enabling them 
to continue their studies elsewhere. Legal advice for those arrested and aid for 
those injured in demonstrations have also been offered, The NSCF has been acting 
as a disseminator and source of information about the Nei teins « 


Students in Northern universities have engaged in “svmpathetic" picketing 
and boycotting of chain stores which in some states do not serve Negroes at their 
counters, 


In an attempt to co-ordinate the movement a conference was organized in Apri 
at Shaw University, a: Negro Baptist School in Raleigh, North Carolina. It was 
brought together mainly through the efforts of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, an organisation founded with the purpose of extending franchise among 
Negroes. Martin Luther King, president of the SCLC, and Jamcs Lawson were among 
the main speakers at the Raleigh meeting. 


Christian comment on the future of the "sit-ins" has been mostly positive 
but cautious. <A typical document, produced by the National Council of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church says: "We are erateful that the movement has been character- 
ised by peaceful methods in the accomplishment of its purposes; we are equally 
grateful that they have evoked little retaliatory violence, s Christians we are 
concerned about means as well as ends, and earnestly pray that 1a the critical 
months ahead Christians of all views will continue to seek their desired ends in 
a spirit of mutual love, understanding and restraint." EPS, Geneva 
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Document : Swiss Roman Catholics Pray for Lausanne Assembly .« « « « »- 


RE EN PS EE A A EC SE NR RR REI 


Se 


(Lausanne, Switzerland) - About 1800 delegates attending the first luropean 
Beumenical Youth Assembly in Lausanne, Switzerland, were challenged to make 
the Church relevant to the world today, 


Dr.W.A.Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
was the keynote speaker at the opening session Wednesday, July 13, at the Palais 
de Beaulieu, scene of many international conferences. He told delegates that 
"Christians are people who are sent into the world. And how shall they perform 
their mission unless they seek to know the world?" 


President Max Petitpierre of Switzerland welcomed the young people who are 
attending one of the largest and most representative postwar gatherings of Buro- 
pean Christian youth, They also heard greetings from the president of the Swiss 
Protestant Federation, Professor Henri d'Espine, Geneva. 


The 12-day meeting is sponsored by the Youth Department of the World Council 
of Churches in cooperation with national ecumenical youth councils in Europe. In 
addition to about 1400 European youth from 15 nations, including the USSR, there 
are visitors from Asia, Australia, Africa, the Middle East, and North and South 
America. 


The theme for the assembly is "Jesus Christ, the Light of the World", the 
same as that of the 1961 assembly.of the orld Council of Churches to be held in 
New Delhi, India, 


In the opening address Dr.Visser 't Hooft said that Europe finds it difficult 
to adjust to a new world which does not regard it as the centre of the universes 
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While some Europeans cling to the old pattern and refuse to accept the fact 
that times have changed, others come to the conclusion that Europe no longer has 
a role to play, the speaker observed. "Only a few seek to create a new image of 
Europe and to discover how it may perform its world task in a different way." 


Dr.Visser 't Hooft said that the deepest reason for Europe's uncertainty and 
frustration is “that we have become spiritually uprooted and the life and culture 
of Burope as a whole are no longer conditioned by Christian conviction." 


In one large part of Europe "a non-Christian idedogy seeks to penetrate the 
whole of human existence" while in the other lip service is paid to Christian 
values but "the decisive forces shaping common life are secular", he said. 


The attitude of “let's make the best of a bad job” is more typical of Huropean 
civilisation than any "strong faith in a God-given destiny", according to Dr.Visser 
menor t. 


Referring to the deep division of Europe, he warned against both "the mistake 
of minimizing the real issues which have to be faced in the confrontation of Hast- 
ern and Western Europe and the mistake of making these issues all important." 


“Cod is not on the side of one part of Europe against the other. God is the 
judge and saviour of both", he asserted. 


Despite the fact that "Christianity has been more cynically betrayed in Hurope 
than anywhere else", it is also the continent where many of the purest renewals 
of. Christian faith have taken place, “some of them in our own time”, he said, 


He mentioned “the stirring among the laity who discover their task as ambassa- 
dors for Christ in the world", the return of fundamental religious themes in modern 
literature and art, and a turning to the Bible "as the book of real life", 


"Cod has not said his last word in and about Evrope", he declared. 


In addition to the Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox youth officially parti- 
cipating in the assembly, a number of Roman Catholic youth are present as observers, 
Catholic Action in French-speaking Switzerland has asked its members to pray for 
the assembly. 


Roman Catholic Bishop Francois Charriére of Geneva and Fribourg issued a 
message in which he said the Roman Catholic Church does not belone to the World 
Council of Churches, yet it "nevertheless teaches, that all humble and sincere 
efforts aiming at reconciliation of all Christians are the work of the Holy Spires 
(See also EPS page 8 Rs 


The Catholic population of Lausanne was asked by the Roman Catholic prelate 
to attend a special mass celebrated in the, Church of Our lady on July 15 Wars) 
invoke God's blessing on the work of the assembly." 


The bishop's message said the Lausanne Assembly "gives us encouragement for 
two reasons". One is that “these are young people who come together to contribute 
to Christian unity" and when youth are enthusiastic about a great cause "we should 
all be wrong to despair about the future". The other reason is that the assembly 
theme is centered not on secondary questions "but on the central mystery of Chris- 
tianity". EPS, Geneva 
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Niles and Graham at Bossey 


(Geneva) - Evangelist Billy Graham has told a World Council of Churches sponsored 
consultation that a return to "dynamic, vital New Testament evangelism" is the 

solution to the problem of “an anaemic Christianity and a loss of spiritual strength 
on the part of the churches". 


" T am equally convinced", Dr.Graham declared, "that the Gospel of Christ is 
the only answer to the rising tide of atheistic dialectical materialism." 


Dr.Graham addressed some 50 evanglism executives, missionaries and other 
church leaders convened from around the world for a five-day Consultation on 
Evangelism (July 6-11) at the C's Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, near Geneva. 
The theme of the conference was “The Relation of Revival ‘Within the Church and 


the Communication of the Gospel to the Outsider". 


Dr.@raham called upon the churches everywhere to join in a mass evangelistic 
effort to bring Christ's message to all men in this “crisis hour of world history". 


He said that although he recognized the "dangers involved" in mass evangelism, 
he felt it could provide the basis for a united effort in which "the churches will 
cooperate and labour together harmoniously and with great zeal", 


®T believe it is possible in mass evangelism to reach a ‘depth of ecumenism! 
that is more significant in some ways even than organizational ecumenism", Dr. 
Graham said. 


In another session Dr.D.7T.Niles, of Ceylon, general secretary of the East 
Asia Christian Conference, described the primary evangelistic task of the Church 
as making evident the uniqueness of the Gospel. 


Unless the churches! evangelism programmes point to the three major "Chris— 
tian differentia", they will have failed in their task, he declared, 


Dr.Niles listed as the major distinguishing facts of Christianity: 


1. Christianity is the only religion which worships a Risen Lord. While 
other religions believe that God has entered into the world to help man at various 
times, Christianity is the only religion which believes that God became man, and 
that He is involved in a continuing ministry in human history. 


2. Christianity is the cnly religion which believes in the ministry of the 
Holy Spirit, which is also a continuing ministry to make God manifest in the world. 


3. Christianity is the only religion which believes there is “an end, in 
which God will complete history". Dr.Niles described the Christian community as 
"a group of people who represent that which has not yet happened, but will 
happen." 


Chairman for the seven day meeting was the Rev.Tom Allan, Glasgow, Scotland. 
Participants came from the United Kingdom, Germany, France, Switzerland, Sweden, 
the Netherlands, Pakistan, India, Ceylon, Indonesia, Japan, Lebanon, Egypt, Kenya, 
Liberia, Cuba, Uruguay and the United States. EPS, Geneva 


WCC Official Named to Chicago Post 


(Chicago) - Dr.Edgar H.S.Ghandler of Geneva, associate director of the World 
Council of Churches! Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees, has 
been elected executive vice-president of the Church Federation of Greater Chicago. 


br.Chandler, a pastor of the Congregational Christian Churches and former 
wartime naval chaplain, will assume his new post November l. 
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As head of the WCC's refugee work for the past ten years Dr.Chandler directed 
the resettlement of some 200,000 refugees. He is president of the Standing Confe- 
rence of Voluntary Agencies Working for Refugees and served as co-chairman of the 
International Committee for World Refugee Year. He is the author of "The High Tower 
of Refuge", the story of the churches' refugee work. EPS, Geneva 


British Methodism to Make Ghana Church Autonomous 


(Liverpool) —~ The British Methodist Annual Conference unanimously voted to make its 
missionary church in Ghana autonomous next January. The British Methodists have 
carried on mission work in Ghana territory since 1855. 


The Rev.Philip Potter, head of the fouth Department of the World Council of 
Churches in Geneva and a West Indian Methodist minister, was named as a secretary 
for West Africa of the Methodist Missionary Society. Mr.Potter, the first non- 
Buropean executive of a British missionary society, will start his new work early 
next year. 


A resolution of the Conference condemned the race policies of the South African 
Government, declaring that "a system based on the irrational concept of inherent 
racial superiority must inevitably lead to increasing injustice and repression.” 


Dr.k.A.Busia, former leader of the Ghana opposition now in exile, said that 
there were also instances of oppression and injustice in newly independent African 
countries and attacked "a wrong kind of liberalism that seeks to excuse these 
things when they are practised by Africans and condemn them when they are practised 
by whites". EPS, Geneva 


US Churches Ask End of Imiigration Quotas 


(Los Angeles) ~ The National Council of Churches (USA) has asked the platfonm 
committee of the Democratic party to support repeal of the US immigration quota 
system. 


It also has petitioned for, restrictions on a Congressional group, the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities, which it contends has violated basic rights 
and freedom of citizens; and asked the US Government to provide information on 
birth control and family planning when requested by less-developed countries. 


The recommendations were psesented for the NCC by Methodist Bishop Gerald H. 
Kennedy of Los Angeles. They were based on pronouncements in recent years by the 
NCC's General Assembly. The platform committee met in Los Angcles last week preli-~ 
minary to the opening Monday of the Domocratic Party's Convention to choose candi- 
dates for the US presidency and-vice-presidency. 


It is expected the NCC will submit a similar petition to the platform committee 
of the Republican Party when it convenes in advance of its Convention in a few 
weeks in Chicago. BPS, Geneva 


United States Sonate Asked to Recognize Orthodox 


(Yashington, D.C.) - A resolution requesting public recognition of Eastern Ortho- 
doxy as a “major faith" in the United States has come before the US Scnate. 


If adopted the move would lead to citation of the Eastern Orthodox Church in 
addition to "Protestants, Catholics and Jews" in government references to religious 
bodies. 


* 
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Sonator Clifford Case of New Jersey, who introduced the resolution, pointed 
out that Eastern Orthodox adherents in the United States and its dependencies now 
number 2,545,000 and that "no other anong the gercat world faiths, not now recog- 
nized by the government of the United States, has a comparable membership in the 
United States". BPS, Geneva 


Baptists Urge Disarmament and Tost Ban 

(Rio de Janciro) —~ The Tenth Baptist World Congress meeting in Rio de Janeiro has 
called for prayers, sntornational disarmament and cossation of nuclear testing as 
a means towards world peace. 


The steps were urged in 4 pronouncement adopted by 12,500 official delegates 
from 67 nations at the Congress sponsored by the Baptist World Alliance which re- 
presents some 23 million Baptists. 


The resolution also urged that "we seek to keep open the channels of communi- 
cation" between nations and that solutions be sought to such conditions of despera- 
te need as racial injustice and world hunger through the sharing of “our knowledge 
and work ... in the Christian spirit, and with a Christian motivation." 


"No problems are simple any morc, but call for cooperative understanding and 
action, and over-all strategy and planning on a world scale", the Congress said. 


The statement on cessation of nuclear testing cmbodied in a separate resolu- 
tion urged "the nations to dispense with all testing of nuclear weapons, and the 
production of the same; and cooperatively, to agree on satisfactory methods of 
inspection designed to ensurc that all nations shall exercise good faith in this 
matter,” 


In other actions the Congress named as Jorld Alliance president for the next 
five years Dr.Joao F.Soren of Rio de Janciro, head of the Brazilian Baptist Con- 
vyention's Exccutive Committee and pastor of tho First Baptist Church in Rio for 
the past 26 years. 

It elected as Alliance general scerctary Dr.Josef Nordenhaug, president of 
tho International Baptist Theological Sominary at Ruischlikon, near Zirich, Swit- 
zerland. 


At the concluding session held in Rio's massive 155,000 seat larcana Stadium, 
an overflow throng joined in worship and heard a sermon by evangelist Billy Graham. 
The crowd is belioved to be the largest ever assombled for a Protestant-sponsored 
meeting in the predominantly Roman Catholic country. EPS, Geneva 


Finnish Lutheran Church in USA Delays Decision on NU‘ C_Mombership. 


(Virginia, Minnesota) - Postponement for one year of the question of membership 
in the World Council of Churches was voted by the Suomi Synod or Finnish Evange- 
lical Church at its 71st annual convention here. The delay was voted 199 to 140 
after a recommondation from the consistory was presented umging that the 36,000 
member church scok immediate membership. 


A strong defence of the World Council was made by Archbishop Tlmari Salomies, 
primate of the National Lutheran Church of Finland. 


‘ "I am convinced that the talk about the dangers of Communism in the World 
Council of Churches is impossible talk", he said. 


i ED TS Sree 
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The Archbishop told the synod that charges that the Council is friendly to 
Communism were occasioned by the relationships between the Council and churches 
in communist countries. While acknowledging that spokesmen for some of those 
churches may sometimes make questionable statements, he emphasized that keeping 
in contact with the clergy of the Russian churches will help strengthen them. 


"The World Council", he said, "provides for them the only possibility of 
receiving a breath of fresh air and it is a life-giving and strength-giving con— 
tact." This is important when Christian-brothers are in difficulty, he added. 
“ie Finns know what it means to be alone in difficulty", he said, 


Opponents of World Council membership had distributed literature at the 
meeting. The three bodies with which the Suomi Synod are contemplating merger 
are already in the Council. These are the American Evangelical, Augustana, and 
United: Lutheran Churches. 


A proposal to reconsider the decision to postpone World Council membership 
discussion until 1961 was introduced after the Archbishop's remarks but it was 
Meteated 1/7 to 147. 


Harlier the Suomi Synod voted to hold a referendum in February 1961, to de- 
cide whether the Synod should merge with the three other Lutheran churches. Dele- 
gates voted overwhelmingly to give preliminary approval to the constitution of 
the proposed new church which would be called the Lutheran Church in America, 

BPS, Geneva 


Dibelius Refutes Anonymous Attacks 


(Berlin) - Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin-—Brandenburg has sent a circular letter 
to all clergy in his diocese answering charges of anti-semitism and pro-Nazi 
activity ~ levelled at him by the anonymous editor of a publication called "Dibelius 
Speaks". 


The collection of "documents", published in East Berlin, aims to show that 
Bishop Dibelius backed the Nazi regime in the years before World War II. 


Writing to hrs clergy, Bishop Dibelius points out that the Nazi apologist 
and “philosopher” Alfred Rosenberg had compared him with "Jewish traitors" and 
"Marxist saboteurs" in 1937 and that this Nazi view of him made nonsense of the 
charges in "Dibelius Speaks", 


The bishop comments on a photograph taken in 1933 and claiming to show him 
Sitting next to Hitler in a Potsdam church. He says the man in the picture is not 
himself, because he was then a superintendent and would have been wearing a pec- 
toral cross, which is absent in the picture. Bishop Dibelius also says "the face 
is obviously not mine”. 


Bishop Dibelius denies a charge that he sponsored a resolution of the 1933 
Berlin Synod deploring "foreign propaganda" aiming to make trouble over disorders 
connected with the Nazi seizure of power. The bishop says he had no part in the 
Berlin Synod until 1945. 


Bishop Dibelius also refers to a Berlin lawsuit in which he was acquitted on 
Charges of defaming one of Hitler's ministers. The editor of “Dibelius Speaks" con- 
trasts the trial's outcome with the conviction of “hundreds of anti-fascists". 
Dibelius points out that the Nazis regarded his acquittal as a defeat for then- 
selves and that Propaganda Minister Josef Goebbels suppressed press reports of the 
_ trial. He says the trial of Martin Niewéller, scheduled immediately after his ow, 
_Was postponed for nine months to give the Nazis more time for "preparation" of the 
prosecution, HPS, Geneva 


* 
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Russian Orthodox Have New Head in Paris 


(Paris) -~ The Diocesan Council of the Russian Orthodox Church in Dispersion in 
Western Europe has elected Bishop George Tarasoff of Syracuse as successor to the 
late Metropolitan Vladimir, who died last December. 


The election has been approved by the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople 
who has jurisdiction over the Russian Orthodox Church in Dispersion. 


The new Metropolitan has had a varied career. Born in 1893 in Russia, he 
was trained and experienced as a chemical engineer and air pilot before entering 
the priesthood. He has served the church in Belgium as a priest, and later bishop, 
and was well known as a critic and opponent of the Hitler occupation during World 


War II. 
A gifted linguist, Metropolitan George celebrates the Bucharist in many 
languages, including Dutch. EPS, Geneva 
In Brief 


A total of 1306 refugees from 20 countries moved to new homes in 13 countries 
during the month of May under World Council of Churches sponsorship. The largest 
number — 940 - went to the United States. Australia received the second greatest 
number of newcomers - 241. The May movement brings to a total of 5,282 the number 
of persons helped to emigrate by the WC since the beginning of 1960. 


OK 


The Roumanian Orthodox Episcopate of america has approved an agreement 
placing it under the canonical jurisdiction of Metropolitan Leonty of the Russian 
Orthodox Greek Catholic Church of America. The arrangement, which does not affect 
property rights and administration, is designed to “strengthen the oneness of 
Orthodoxy in America and the unity of the Orthodox faith". 


TAS lta 


A constitution for the United Church of Christ has been unanimously approved 
by 600 delegates of the church, formed by a merger in 1957 of the Congregational 
Christian and Evangelical and Reformed churches. The constitution preserves two 
forms of church government with a single Notatement of faith". It requires final 
ratification by two-thirds of the local congregations of both constituent denomi- 
nations. Fae 

Dr.Christian Berg will retire as director of the ecumenical office of Inner’ 
Mission and Hilfswerk in the Evangelical Church in Germany, on September 30. 


Ko 


The producers of the film "Martin Iuther", Louis de Rochemont Associates, 
are making a new film on the life of a parish in East Germany. Entitled "In My 
Father's House”, it is being filmed in the Schleswig-Holstein town of Molin and 
4s based on a true story. The new film is sponsored by the six US Lutheran chur- 


ches which made "Martih Luther". 
x 


A second East German conference for about 180 "progressive" pastors and their 
wives met at Leipzig (DDR) at the end of June. The progressive pastors' federation, 
which sympathises, with the Communist regime, has not been supported by official 
church leadership in East Germany or by regular local pastors! associations. 
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Ecumenical services are being held three times a week in the Protestant 
church at Oberammergau near the theatre where. the passion play is being staged. 
Worship includes communion and is held in several languages. The church is also 
open at noon for choral music and meditation. 


oe 


The Swedish Ecumenical Council has advocated putting the widespread local 
"pnastoral advice by telephone” on an ecumenical basis. The Council suggests that 
state Lutheran and free church pastors share the ministry and be chosen on the 
basis of their ability to help people. 


4X 


By a vote of 19 to 8 the Swedish Missionary Council has endorsed the proposed 
integration of the International Missionary Council and the World Counedh of 
Churches. Among opponents of the step were Pentecostal and Baptist churches and 
the Evangelical National Missionary Society. 


nee ey 


The Polish Ecumenical Council has appointed Superintendent Jan Niewieczerzal 
of the Reformed Church as its president, in succession to Pastor Zygmunt Michelis, 
a Iutheran, ,who has been head of the Council since its inception in 1945. 

EPS, Geneva 


Document 


Message from Roman Catholic Bishop 

Francois Charriére, of Lausanne, 

Geneva and Fribourg, on the occa-~ 

sion of the First Ecumenical Youth 

Assembly in Lausanne,July 13-24, 
1960 


A a 


From July 13 - 24 the Ecumenical Assembly of European Youth will be held 
at Lausanne. If the Catholic Church does not belong to the World Council of Chur- 
ches, it nevertheless teaches that all humble and sincere efforts aiming at the 
reconciliation of all Christians are the work of the Holy Spirit. 


Now, the Lausanne Congress gives us two reasons for encouragement. First of 
all, these are young people, who come together to contribute to Christian unity. 
When youth is enthusiastic for a great cause we should be wrong to despair for 
the future. 


Moreover the Assembly has chosen "Jesus Christ the Light of the World" as 
the theme of its work. Thus the participants are centering their studies not on 
secondary questions, but on the central mystery of Christianity» 


For this reason we are taking advantage of the chance offered to us by our 
separated brethren to ask our own church members, and particularly those who be- 
long to Catholic Action, to put this question also to themselves: Is Jesus Christ 
really the Light who illuminates our life, personal as well as social? 


In addition, all will be united in prayer with this whole body of youth. As we 
count on the intercession of all our brother Christians for the success of the fu- 
ture Ecumenical Council, in return we desire to commend to the Lord the work of 
those who, without making profession of our faith, are nevertheless seeking the 
unity for which Christ prayed. 

The Catholic population of Lausanne is asked to attend a mass to be celebrated 
on Wednesday July 13 at 6:20 p.m. in the Church of Our Lady, to invoke God's bles- 

_ sing on the work of the Assembly. EPS, Geneva 


a ‘Vs. Sarees ; f ( 


No, 28/27th Year 22nd July, 1960 


On Other Pages 


700 Christian Students at Strasbourg 
Bishop Kaldy Answers Western Critics . + «+«+s+s«+* ss es 2 ee ates 
American Missionary Families Leave Congo Republic . 
New Foreign Relations Head for Russian Church « . s+ +s«+e see eee ce ees 
European Youth Assembly Asked to Test Their Conclusions 
Cle BEC eee toe Ns e's 6 6 


i) e e e e 6 ? e e e ° se Ld td s e s . 


° se e s e e e ? a » ? 


Iu p pM PY 


e Ad e ° e e e i) £ 2 tf e ® o e s J ” ® 6 s » e 


ne NN 


Indian Churches Support Bengal Refugee Project 


(Calcutta) ~ A consultation of 35 Indian church leaders meeting here July ALS 
agreed to ask their churches to raise 100,000 rupees (about US$ 21,000) for the 
new Bengal Refugee Service, formerly mown as Project Daya. (See EPS No. 6) 


At the meeting called by the National Christian Council of India, the dele- 
gates agreed that the Calcutta refugee problem was of extreme urgency and in- 
vited the full participation of ecumenical agencies of churches in Asia and other 
parts of the world in the comprehensive rehabilitation programme. 


The group expressed appreciation for the commitmentsal ready made by groups 
outside India for support of a five-year programme. They stressed that in its 
initiation, support and operation, the project will be ecumenical. 


An offer of the services of the Rev. Dr. Russell Stevenson of Church World 
Service (USA) in the initial stages of the establishment of the Bengal Refugee 
Service was accepted by the group. Dr. Stevenson will begin work on October 1. 


The Indian consultation voted to concentrate on two priority projects. One 
or more of the refugee colonies near Calcutta will be selected in consultation 
with the Bengal government for special rehabilitation programmes, concentrating 
on vocational training, The other project will be university units which will 
provide day hostels for refugee students. Other projects will be investigated 

later. EPS, Geneva 
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Christian Students Challenged to Develop New Methods 


(Strasbourg) - Christian students were urged to find "new structures" for the 
missionary work of the churches at an international teaching conference of the 
World's Student Christian Federation,yopened on July 16. 


Dean Richard Shaull of the Presbyterian Seminary of Central Brazil told 
some 700 students and leaders from more than 70 countries that the churches were 
at the end of a century of missionary expansion that was ending with the dis- 
crediting of Western colonialism, 


"We are at the end of a road", he warmed, “and any attempt to shore up and 
preserve the structures of the past can only be doomed to futility." 


Dean Shaull told the conference that Christian institutions developed in 
Western Hurope would not be taken seriously by people outside the church when 
all the old Christian structures were being questioned and changed. 


The Strasbourg meeting is the key event in a six-year study programme on 
“The Life and Mission of The Church", One of the aims of the programme is to 
train future leadership for the ecumenical movement. 


The two-week conference, due to end July 31, features daily lectures by ex- 
perts on all aspects of the Christian faith in the modern world. Intensive read- 
ing by the students, discussion in small groups and hour-long seminars on twenty 
different subjects are other features of the meeting. 


Other speakers on the opening days included Dr. D.T. Niles of Ceylon, chair- 
man of the WSCPF, Indian layman M.M. Thomas, Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, general 
secretary of the International Missionary Council, and Mlle Frangoise Florentin 
of France, EPS, Geneva 


Bishop Kaldy Answers Western Critics 


(Budapest) ~ Bishop Zoltan Kaldy of the Hungarian Lutheran Church has protested 
against "the suspicion which has repeatedly been expressed in certain church 
circles" that his church is adopting a role comparable to that of some German 
church leaders under the Nazi regime. 


Bishop Kaldy declared that "there is today absolutely no evidence in the 
Hungarian Lutheran Church of any attempts to give a Christian theological under- 
girding to the socialist ideology". 


In a speech to the Council of the Evangelical Lutheran Church (Southern 
District), he said both the Communist party and the state would reject such an 
attempt. All that is expected of the church, he said, is that it support the 
economic upbuilding of the country as it attempts to eliminate poverty and co- 
Operate in cultural life and efforts for peace, 


"The church too is far removed from the attempt to mix its theology with 
the ideology of Marxism and Leninism. Neither does it stipulate that the be- 
lievers accept 'by faith' the objectives of socialism," Bishop Kaldy said. 


He said critics had charged that the church "engages in politics". He re- 
- ferred to such issues as peace and racial discrimination. “Every church is in 
some manner engaged in politics," the bishop said. "The leaders of the Wester 
churches also make declarations on political, economic and social problems." He 
said for a church to fail to do so would be a rejection of responsibility. But 
critics of the Hungarian Church object because the church does not criticise 
socialism and exercise "our responsibility in a negative way". EPS, Geneva 
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Churches Give Four Million Dollars for World Refugee Year 


(Geneva) — Churches around the world have given or pledged funds totalling 

USS 4,305,249 for special World Refugee tear projects proposed by the World 
Council of Churches. Projects totalling $8,423,927 were suggested by the Coun- 
cilts Service to Refugees! field staff and by National Christian Councils in the 
Near Hast and Asia. 


The projects for relief work in 19 countries were submitted to the WCC's 
172 member churches at the beginning of World Refugee Year last summer. It was 
the largest single refugee relief plan ever blueprinted by the churchese 


The funds are in addition to the churches! regular programme for refugees 
through which 11,500 were settled in new homes last year and thousands of others 
were aided in integration and rehabilitation projects at a cost of about 
USS 3,000,000. 


Funds are primarily for local integration of refugees who cannot be moved 
from their countries of asylum. Refugees will receive special vocational train- 
ing. Local dwellings for the able-bodied and homes for the aged and handicapped 
will be provided. Land resettlement schemes, anti-[TB programmes and self-help 
projects will be supported in the Near East and Hong Kong. 


Although the WRY has officially ended, the many churches which operate on a 
different time-table for finance and programme are only at the half-way pointe 
The figure released here does not include many special efforts of national relief 
and inter-—church agencies in direct service. 


The response of the churches generally thus far has been encouraging, accord- 
ing to a spokesman for the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees 
of the WCC, although it has varied from country to country. EPS, Geneva 


Lutherans Explore Obstacles to Co-operation 

(Chicago, Ill.) - Leaders of the National Lutheran Council and the lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod meeting in Chicago July 7-9 explored theological implications of 
inter~Lutheran relationships. It was the first such meeting to appraise positively 
obstacles to Iutheran co-overation in America. The Missouri Synod does not belong 
to the Council. 


Position papers prepared by the two groups to expound their views on doctrinal 
and practical matters were discussed. A study outline had been mutually agreed 
upon before the meeting, It was based on Article VII of the Augsburg Confession. 


The article dealing with church unity says in part: "And to the true unity 
of the church, it is enough to agree concerning the doctrine of the Gospel and 
the administration of the sacraments." The study outline included questions raised 
by the crecdal statement and relevant scripture passages. The two groups agreed 
to hold a second meeting November 18-19. EPS, Geneva 


Faith and Order Commission Discusses Christian Unity 


(Geneva) ~ The 100-member Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of 
Churches will hold its triennal meeting at St. Andrews, Scotland, August 4 ~ 8. 
The Commission deals with questions of church unity. 


The Archbishop of York, the Most Rev. A.M. Ramsey, and Dr. Douglas Horton, 
chairman of the Commission and former dean of Harvard Divinity School (USA), will 
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present opening addresses on "Church Unity". This subject will be one of the 
main topics at the World Council's Central Committee also to be held at St. 
Andrews, August 16 - 24. 


Major attention will be given to the question of the nature of the unity 
churches are seeking in the ecumenical movement. The role of the Faith and Order 
Commission in this search will be debated in the week-long meeting when a con- 
troversial report on the Commission's future is prosented. 


This report proposes plans for the future programme of Faith and Order and 
its place within the World Council of Churches. It suggests that it should give 
closer attention to issues arising out of church union schemes now under nego- 
tiation. 


Four international theological commissionson Christ and the Church, Tradition, 
Worship and Institutionalism will report. At the meeting the Commission will dis- 
cuss development of contacts with churches outside its memborship including the 
Roman Catholic Church and evangelical churches. An informal consultation on 
church union negotiations will be held on August 9 and 10 to share information on 
recent developments in this ficld. I% will be chaired by Dr.dRobert Nelson of 
Nashville, Tenn. EPS, Geneva 


American Missionary Familics Leave Congo Republic 


(Salisbury, S. Rhodesia) - A group of 183 American Protestant missionaries, their 

wives and children were flown from the Congo Republic to Salisbury in Southern 

Rhodesia on July 14. Most of the missionaries were Presbyterians and Methodists 

serving in isolated stations in Northern Katanga province where violence has erupt= 
ede 


According to news reports, the missionaries have expressed the desire to go 
back as soon as possible. Those in outlying stations were ordered out by the 
American consulate, it was reported. 


Many of the mission stations in Kasai had airstrips which enabled a Presbyter-— 
jan missionary pilot to fly the evacuces in a small plane to Luluabourg, where 
they obtained transport to Rhodesia. 


According to Religious News Service, 1959 statistics gave the number of 
Protestant missionaries as 2608. Adult Christians number 821,473. 


No revorts of missionaries of other nationalities had been received in Geneva 
as EPS went to press. Exact figures on the numbers of evacuated and reilaining 
missionaries are not available. EPS, Geneva 


New Foreign Relations Head for Russian Church 


(Moscow) — A new head of the Office of Foreign Relations of the Moscow Patriarchate 
of the Russian Orthodox Church has been named. He is Bishop Nikodim who was con- 
secrated as Bishop of Podolsk at a ceremony in Zagorsk on i js OLN a 


Bishop Nikodim succeeds Metropolitan Nikolai, 68, who has served as director 
of the foreign relations of the Patriarchate since 1944. Patriarch Alexei, the 
bishops of the Holy Synod and other church dignitaries were present at the cere- 
mony in Zagorsk when Bishop Nikodim was consecrated. 


Bishop llikodim has held an important position in the administrative office 
of the Patriarchate. Most recently he has served as vice-chairman of the foreign 
relations office. He was formerly in the mission of the Russian Orthodox Church 
in Jerusalem. EPS, Geneva 


No. 28 - 22nd July, 1960 5 


Buropean Youth Assembly Asked to Test Their Conclusions 
(Lausanne) - ‘Are you going to deal with the issue of unity in your local si- 
tuation in an impatient and recklessly courageous way?" 


This question was put to the 1800 Christian youth attending the first 
European Ecumenical Youth Assembly here by Professor Johannes Hoekendijk of the 
Netherlands in the final formal speech of the conference on July2o, The meet. 
ing ends on July 24, (See EPS No. 27) : 


The Dutch speaker challenged the delegates with a series of questions. 
"Are there no revolutionaries here? People who do not want to improve or modify 
the structure and institutions of our Christian life but who are ready to break 
out of these prisons?" 


"Is there any chance for you to avoid one of the major ecumenical sins, 
that is to be 'churchy'?",the professor of theology at the university of Utrecht 
asked. 


Calling for impatience, Dr, Hoekendijk asked the delegates to begin on such 
"impossible" tasks as disregarding confessional loyalties. "There will be no 
movement in the ecumenical movement unless we are ready to step out of our tra- 
ditions.'' He also challenged them “to do the impossible thing of intercommunion". 


MAt first we thought we could not pray together. Then we could not come 
together in an interdenominational conference without becoming a nuisance, Then 
we could not attend worship in other churches. Impossible until it happeneds" 


Pastor Ernst Lange of West Berlin spoke in place of Ingeborg Becker from 
Rast Berlin who was denied a visa, like the whole delegation from Hast Germany. 
He told the young people that they would have to put their experiences at Lau- 
sanne to test in local situations, 


The young people from a dozen luropean countries and other continents have 
been meeting in swall groups to determine their attitudes to the questions raised 
in formal presentations at the meeting. The assembly is sponsored by the World 
Council of Churches and national ecumenical youth bodies. 


European Churches and the World 


Dr. Nikos Nissiotis, Greek Orthodox theologian, said that by losing the sense of 
the unity of the Church, Christians have become no better than “anxious specta- 
tors of history" and Christianity has been redueed to an "ism —- on the same level 
with other isms’. As a result, members of a divided Church "lose their role as 
regenerators in the world". 


Dr. Nissiotis, a member of the staff of the Ecumenical Institute in Bossey, 
Switzerland, emphasized that what the divided churches have lost is the sense 
that "the Church stands over and transcends all fleeting appearaices or the 
world, all ideologies and all political systems". 


"In Europe," he declared, “the division of the Church appears as the final 
fall. Instead of the light of the Holy Spirit, we have today the reflection of 
superficial glory, partisan propagande, reciprocal opposition, all of which have 
their own theological systems where apologetic to polemical reasoning prevails." 


It is only with the realization that "so are members of the One Universal 


. Church", and "by rediscovering in all its reality the power which we have re- 


ceived through our new birth", that "all the barriers separating us will be 
abolished" and the Church will find its true unity, he concluded. 


af 
rs “ — 
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M.M. Thomas, a layman of the Mar Thoma Syrian Church , India, speaking on 
the same subject, called upon the European youth not to indulge in nostalgia 
for the Continent's past glories and powers, but to find a new vocation in a 
service to the world, 


"Rurope has a historic function to fulfil in world affairs," he declared, 
"3 vocation which will be humbler in terms of power, but nevertheless a vocation 
which may not be less significant in terms of service to humanity." The main 
task of European churches today, he said, is "to help Europe discover her new 
patterns of service to the world", and to "discern the significance of the basic 
ideas, aspirations and passions underlying political and social changes taking 
place in Asia and Africa", 


For unless European youth are able to see "the basic human urges behind the 
nationalism of Asia and Africa" and to understand these urges as "the hand of 
God at work", he said, it will not be able to serve then, 


The Task of the Churches in Changing Hurope 

A British member of Parliament Tom Driberg said that the "God-shaped hole 
inside modem man" was being temporarily anaesthetized by billions of tranquil- 
izing pills. 

"Perhaps even the grotesque idolatry of filmstars and footballers may be a 
tawdry substitute for the reverence due to the saints and heroes of our Fai th 
whom we have shunned through fear of going too far in the other direction," the 
Labour politician and journalist said. The attitude of both industrial workers 
and the middle class to the Church is not so much active hostility as faintly 
patronizing boredom, he added. 


Urging Christian participation in politics, he declared that "the Christian 
cannot contract out of the social context". "Those complacent Christians of the 
past century who have blindly accepted and supported the established order are 
as much to blame as Marx for the doctrinaire ‘atheism! of the Communists." 


Asserting that only men can be baptised and not their actions, Professor 
Roger tichl of Strasbourg University said "Let us build a united Burope, let us 
increase the Common Market area, let us drive out nationalism in all its forms; 
those are signs of our faith. But let us not imagine that by doing this, we are 
restoring a Christian Turope. It is not by creating social structures which are 
fairer and more huma, that we are creating Christians at the same time." 


‘A Polish Lutheran leader, Dr. Waldemar Gastpray said that non-—Luropeans 
hold Europe entirely responsible for the present disorder of the world. He as- 
serted that the Church's one testimony is "to tell Christians to fulfil their 
national and civic duties, even if the authority is pagan, as in the time of the 
Apostle Paul". 


Statement of French Youth on Algeria 


A statement expressin; “repentance with regard to the Algorian drama" was 
issued during the Assembly by the French delegation of 70 members from the French 
Protestant churches and youth movements. 


It declared that “without prejudice to the political opinions of individuals 
but conscious of its corporate responsibility", the delegation recognized that 
"many young people in France, following the example of their elders, continue to 
be indifferent to this drama, or have too easily gotten used to it". 


Ss 
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Meanwhile, they declared, "the whole country and particularly young people 
suffer from the evil influence of violence in all its forms” .., and "the re~ 
sults are: disregard of human personality, denunciations, moral corruption, de- 
gradation of public spirit, cruel uncertainty regarding the future, and deep 
troubling of the national conscience which sometimes leads to despair", The 
statement added: 


"Desiring to be faithful to the Word of God, we affirm: 


1. That we see our neighbour for whom Christ died in EVERY Algerian, 
whether he is one of the original inhabitants of the country (Kabyle 
or Chaoia), or of Arab or European origin. 


2, That the understanding and brotherly welcome of every Algerian, without 
any distinction of ethnic background, is the first preoccupation of our 
Christian witness. 


3, That as young French Christians belonging to churches which are members 
of the World Goncil of Ghurches, or to organisations which are related 
to the Youth Department of the World Council, it seems to us to be oun 
duty today to appeal to other Christians who belong to this ecumenical 
community to help us to reflect upon this situation and to find the way 
in which we must witness in it. 


We desire that the French government take up again the negotiations with 
the representatives of the FLN with a view to an early ending of hostilities 
and to the free and impartial application of the principle of self-determi- 
nation. 


We receive with gratitude the witness which our Algerian Christian brothers 
are rendering and we assure them of our faithful prayers and intercessions." 
EPS, Geneva » 


In Brief 


The Rev. Peter Kwoi Dagadu of Ghana, member of the Executive and Central 
Committces of the World Council of Churches, died on Friday July 8 at Accra. He 
was 52 years old. “As one of the first African Christian leaders to become a 
leader of the ecumenical movement, as a dedicated Christian, as a beloved friend, 
he will be remembered by Christians all over the world", the Council's general 
secretary, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, said in a statement issued in Geneva. At 
the Executive Committee meeting of the WCC in February in Argentina, Mr, Dagadu 
had announced that the Methodist Church in Ghana was to become autonomous and 
would seek membership in the World Council of Churches. 


Sea 


The Rev. Giorgio Girardet, formerly pastor of the Waldensian Church in 
Trieste, Italy, will become the new director of Agape, the Italian youth centre. 
He succeeds the Rev. Tullio Vinay, who started the international conference 
centre in 1947, : 

* 


The Malayan Christian Council is sending a delegation to the Prime 
Minister of the country to ask that an order banning all Christian broadcasts be 
rescinded, There are 150,000 Christians in the county... che order banning 
Christian broadcasts was issued last January. EPS, Geneva 
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Large Scale Church Aid to Needy Proposed at Berlin 


(Berlin) —~ The mobilisation of Christian forces around the world in the largest 
single church-sponsored programme to aid the needy ever undertaken has been pro=- 
posed here. The proposal visualises that churches unite in co-operative attack 
upon the root causes of under-development, hunger, unemployment, illiteracy and 
disease in sections of Asia, Africa, the Middle Hast and Latin America designated 
as “areas of acute human need", 


It proposes development of new large-scale comprehensive projects. At the 
same time, it suggests the churches expand programmes to alleviate material and 
emergency needs through accelerated distribution of food, clothing and medicines 
in these areas. 


The plan was put forward by Dr. Leslie Cooke, director of the Division of 
Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the Yorld Council of Churches. He 


addressed 150 delegates at the Division's Annual Consultation meeting in Berlin 
(July 20-26). 


Dr. Cooke emphasized that the plan does not represent a new area of church 
work. He cited as an example of prior work in this area the fact that of the 
39,000 Protestant missionaries in the field and the $175,000,000 spent annually 
for missionary work, about half of the total resources of men and money are be- 
ing devoted to technical aid of some kind. 
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Dr. Cooke indicated a major part of the new programme might be development 
of "specific comprehensive" technical aid and training projects of five to ten 
years duration. Initial study indicates the projects should be: 


1. Demonstration and training programmes of such a size as to be signifi- 
cant for the community and neighbouring areas, and 


2, Involve the acquisition of sufficient areas of land required to show 
the advantages of improved techniques of production, 


3, Concerned not only with food production, but with training in home 
economy and welfare, family life, childcare, nutrition,etc, 


4, Within the competence of local people to adopt and apply. The pro- 
gramme would be developed in co-operation with local people and chur- 
ches in each areas 


Dr. Cooke reported that in addition to study of these proposed projects, 
the Division on behalf of the churches has been in touch with officials of the 
five-year Freedom From Hunger campaign of the UN Food and Agriculture Organisa- 
tion to plan co-operation. 


The Division has also appointed a new staff member to supervise this ex- 
panded work. He is the Rev. Heinrich Puffert, for the past ten years in charge 
of diaconal work in Westphalia of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD), 


The Rev. Paul Abrecht, director of the WCC's study on areas of rapid social 
change, told the Berlin conference that the primary job of the churches today is 
not meeting human need but the reconciliation of the nations. 


The rapid social changes taking place in Asia, Africa and Latin America are 
in large part a revolt against the West. "Consequently the churches of the West 
must be sure that their giving of aid is not a substitute for the fundamental 
need of reconciliation required of them", he declared. 


Mr, Abrecht declared that “reconciliation means a readiness on the part of 
Christians to understand and to come to terms with the meaning of rapid social 
change in its economic and political aspects and is therefore a pre-condition of 
any action to meet human need," At the same time, he said, they must develop a 
new understanding of the "decisive" role of younger churches in these areas and 
of the meaning of Christian service. 


He said that generally Europe is unprepared for working out its new rela- 
tions with the African continent and “the European churches have on the whole 
done very little to make clear the moral responsibility of European Christians 
in the present situation". A similar situation exists for the US which has 
"exercised a kind of imperial economic power" in its relations to Latin America, 
he declared. 


"We can see very easily we are terribly late", he declared. "We have been 
complacent too long before these enormous problems. We shall have to work very 
hard to make up for lost time. But it is clearly an adventure of faith and works 
to which we are called in this time." EPS, Geneva 


Australian Council Changes Name 


(Menangle, New South Wales) - The Australian Council for the World Council of 
Churches changed its name to the Australian Council of Churches at its 14th an- 
nual meeting here recently. 
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The Council will continue to be affiliated with the World Council as a re- 
lated national council and will continue "to further the work of the ecumenical 
movement vigorously", the meeting declared. 


The change brings the name of the Australian Council into conformity with 
other national groupings of churches. Speakers suggested that the new name 
will help non~member churches to take their place in its work, give it a clearer 
national standing in relation to the federal government, and clarify existing 
confusion between the World and Australian Councils. 


The Executive Committee of the Council said that the National Conference of 
Churches, sponsored by the Council in February (see EPS No.4), "had accomplished 
more for a better climate of relationships between divided churches than any 
other singleevent in the Church's history in Australia", 


In other actions the Council decided to establish an Ecumenical Institute 
in Australia, plan a survey of theological training, initiate a study programme 
on the nature of "the unity God demands of His Church".and establish commissions 
on the life of the local congregations. 


Money is in danger of becoming an end in itself in Australia's way of life, 
the Council declared. It took note of the tendency to estimate status by salary 
level, the raising of salaries in higher level brackets beyond human need, land 
booms and gambling. 


The Council heard the Rev. Alan Brash, inter-church aid secretary of the 
East Asia Christian Conference, say that Asian churches face the largest evangel- 
istic task in history. The Council's Committee for the HACC reported disburse— 
ment of £4,000 (US$9 ,000) to the Asian Conference in 1959. The Australian Coun- 
cil belongs to the HACC. 


The 10-member Council voted membership to the Antiochian Orthodox and Ar- 
menian Apostolic Churches, EPS, Geneva 


Youth Assembly Faces United Communion Problem 


(Lausanne) — The subject of intercommunion was brought into sharp focus for a 
generation of Buropean Christian youth at the first Huropean Ecumenical Youth 
Assembly at Lausanne, July 13 - 24. (See EPS No.28) In private conversation, 
groups and plenary sessions, the difficulties involved for Christians from dif- 
ferent traditions in coming together at the Table of the Lord were explored. 

In accord with policy at previous ecumenical gatherings, no united service of 
Holy Communion was planned. 


On July 22, a service of Holy Communion was held in the Swiss Reformed 
Church of St. Francis in Lausanne. It was at the invitation of and conducted 
by fourteen Protestant ministers of different nationalities and confessional 
backgrounds. The liturgy was that proposed to Swiss Protestant parishes which 
received groups of delegates for parish visitation, About 1000 delegates at- 
tended the service and of these some 900 took communion, 


The pastors issued an announcement saying: “Owing to the divisions among 
the churches, it has not been possible to plan within the assembly a united 
service of Holy Communion in which all could join, But in obedience to our own 
convictions, we take the responsibility of inviting the growing number of those 
who earnestly believe that they can accept such an invitation to take part in a 
united service." 
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"Many people have asked me why no united service of Holy Communion has been 
arranged for the whole conference", Canon Edward H. Patey of Coventry, England, 
chairman of the conference, said. The statement issued by Canon Patey after ap- 
proach on behalf of many delegates, outlined three conclusions of the prepara- 
tory committee. They were: 


1, That there should be no communion service celebrated within the official 
programme of the conference. “T+ was well-known that certain churches could only 
send delegates to Lausanne on the understanding that this rule was observed," 


2, That confessions participating in the assembly should make it possible 
for all delegates to receive Holy Communion during the Lausanne conference. 
Such services did not take place in the Palais de Beaulieu, the official meeting 
place, because they were not part of the official conference programme, 


3, That the Swiss parishes should be asked to celebrate Holy Communion on 
the Sunday of the parish visitation with an open invitation to all delegates to 
participate. 


Canon Patey stressed that these conditions were agreed upon by confessions 
and countries represented in the preparatory committee, and “it was only because 
of these conditions that cortain churches were able to send delegates here »" 

"To depart from these conditions would be to break faith with many participating 
churches. If the delegates to the assembly believe that at future gatherings 
the conditions should be different, they are at liberty to say so to their own 
churches", the chairman said. 


In their findings, the delegates expressed dissatisfaction with the situa- 
tion in which they found themselves. (See page 7) EPS, Geneva 


Churches Report on Gifts for Emergencies, Material Needs 


(Berlin) - Member churches of the World Council of Churches have contributed 
funds in excess of $734,600 to aid victims of a total of 17 emergency situations 
around the world during the last year and a half. The amounts were reported 
here to the Annual Consultation of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and service 
to Refugees of the WC. 


More than half the total - $583,014 — was allocated during the first few 
months of 1960. The two largest amounts wont to victims of earthquakes in Chile 
in May - $291,872, and in Agadir, llorocco — $73,052. The total figure for the 
firet five months of 1960 was $383,014. The total figure for the year 1959 was 
$351,663. The figures represent only direct cash gifts. 


Church contributions of material goods for the year 1959 totalled 6465 tons 
of food, clothing, medicines and other commoditics valued at $5,637,000. The 
churches also transmitted a total of 234,142 tons of government contributed sup~ 
plies (the bulk given by the US government) valued at $27,055,000. 


The total of 240,607 tons valued at $32,692,000 was reported to the Con- 
sultation by the Rev, John D. Metzler, Europe Secretary for Material Aid of the 
World Council of Churches. He noted a decline in the amounts of material goods 
going into Europe and an increase being sent to other parts of the world, parti- 
cularly South-East Asia. He said this had been due to rising economic standards 
in Buropcan countries, and to the increasing awareness on the part of the chur 
ches of necds in other sections and the development of more adequate facilities 
for distribution in these countries. EPS, Geneva 
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Split in Orthodox Laymen's Movement 


(Athens) —~A split is reported in the ranks of the leading laymen's movement of 
the Orthodox Church in Greece. 


A minority group hes broken from the ZOEK (life) movement and established a 
new organisation called "0 Sortir' (The Saviour). The break developed because 
the minority group believes the present leadership and majority of ZOE members 
are departing frou the principles of the founder. 


ZOE was founded in 1909 by Archimandrite Eusebius Mathtopoulos, as a brother- 
hood, chiefly of laymen, who live jin community and take vows of poverty, obedience 
andcelibacy. The brotherhood has organised widespread religious and social work 
among youth, working men and needy. It publishes a weekly magazine "70m" which 
has the largest circulation of any religious periodical in Greece. 


The "0 Sortir' group has announced it will ostablish itself as a separate 
organisation and will shortly begin publication of its own periodical. Member- 
ship in the O Sortir group includes Professor P.N, Trembelas, professor emeritus 
of the University of Athens, and other founding members of the brotherhood. 

EPS, Geneva 


Barth, Visser 't Hooft Address Student Meeting 


(Strasbourg) ~ Karl Barth, famous Swiss Protestant theologian, kept 700 partici- 
pants at a World's Student Christian Federation conference here alternately in- 
tont and hilarious in a two-hour question and answer session. (See EPS No .28) 
The 74-year old Professor Darth came specially from Basle to answer questions 
sent to him by telephone in advance. 


Asked how the mission of the Church on earth was related to the Kinddom of 
God, Dr. Barth said thattwo were related but never identical. He said that the 
Church cannot replace, establish or achieve the purpose of the Kingdom of God. 
"The Kingdom of God is the work of God from above, the mission of the Church is 
obedience to it." He emphasized that the business of the Church was to reflect 
the reality of the Kingdom or rule of God, not to make it, 


As a three-point guide to Christian political action Dr. Barth declared 
that “a Christian serving his master cannot be indifferent to politics", that 
he must beware of overestimating and "“deifyine" political programmes, and that 


Christians who take a political stand must do it with humility. 


Two African students questioned whether Dr. Barth's estimate of political 
regimes was not influenced by Western assumptions that liberal democracy was best 
for human beings. He denied that he was on the side of one ideology against 
others and said they must all be tested by their capacity to put man ahead of 
"yrinciples, interests or money". He said: “I am not defending a liberal de- 
mocratic formof politics, What I have said applies to every form of government." 


On participation of Christians in revolutions, Professor Barth said 3c. "den 
pends on the kind of revoultion", He recalled that he himself had "taken a small 
part in the revolution against the Nazis in Germany" and that “many were involved 
as good Christians". 


When asked if the preaching of the Christian message should include warnings 
about hell, Dr. Barth defined hell as a continued existence “in separation from 
God, one's neighbour and even one's inner self" and said it should not be part 
of the proclamation of the Gospel. He deprecated laughing about the terrors of 
hell, but said Christians who knew that Christ had beaten it should turn their 
backs on it and leave. it behind them. 


iN 
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He told the students: "Don't busy yourself with the Devil, but make friends 
with Christ and cast him out as Luther did, perhaps with the help of a Little 
ink - writing volumes of dogmatics for example." (Martin Luther is said to have 
thrown an inkwell at an apparition of the Devil. Karl Barth is engaged on a huge 
multi-volume work called “Church Dogmatics".) 


The general secretary of the World Council of Churches called on the stu- 
dents to work for a new understanding of the nature of the Church in their local 
congregations all over the world, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft said the job called 
for pioneering and "loyal opposition” because "tho real sense of the Church has 
been lost in all our churches, even those which officially have a right concept- 
ion of the Church", | 


He defended the biblical idea that the local congregation must prove itself 
to be the “place where the One Holy Church exists and does its work". 


Saying that he did not speak in any official capacity, he gaid he believed 
that the great problem was "to make the Church think of itself as the Church of 
Christ and not of this or that country or denomination". 


The Dutch theologian said that it was not enough to feed people with infor- 
mation, though this was necessary. "Information can produce ecumenical activism", 
he said, “but it cannot build the One Church, For that we need not information 
put conversion, True preaching and Bible study will help us more than talks and 
brochures about the ecumenical movement. It is not true that the ecumenically 
enlightened have the answers in their pockets and that these answers have only 
to be communicated to the ecumenically under-developed masses in the pews", he 
said. 


"Preaching is not a lesson in bourgeois morality or in living without pain", 
he said, "The local church is an earthen vessel, but he who looks for the pearl 
of great price will find the treasure in the vessel." 


He deplored an attitude summed up in a verse he composed for the occasion: 


"Oh, how I love the world-wide Church 
With deep spiritual pleasure; 
But I detest my church in town, 

+ bores me beyond measure." 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft pointed out that "unity does not mean uniformity. Why 
should it?" he asked, "There was a real unity in New Testamont times but at the 
same time what astonishing diversity between St. Peter, St. Paul andSt. James, 
between Jerusalem, Corinth and Rome." 


A silence of thanksgiving was observed for the unanimous UN Security Council 
vote on methods resolving the Congo crisis. The WSCF conference unanimously ap- 
proved a cable to UN secretary general Dag Hammarskj61d supporting him Nin every 
effort to bring to an end violence and destruction in the Congo, to work for the 
reconciliation of all groups and to help establish in this young nation the con- 
ditions of a new society, free, just and peaceful". 


Ten delegates from the international Roman Catholic student organisation 
"Pay Romana’ are present. Tho Roman Catholic Bishop of Strasbourg, the Rt. Rev. 
Jean Julicn Weber, in a special message hailed the conference as dealing with "a 
theme of present significance for us Catholics as well as for our Protestant 
brethren". 

Kenneth Strachan, director of the Latin American Mission in San José, Costa 
Rica, was introduced to the ec nfvrence as representing the “conservative cvange- 
lical" position. He spoke on the spectacular growth and influonce of Protestant— 
ism in Central America. EPS, Geneva 
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Youth Assembly Speaks out_on Unity and Responsibility 

(Lausanne) - Young people attending the European Ecumenical Youth Assembly ex- 
pressed themselves on a variety of subjects ranging from responsible political 
action to ways of achieving Christian unity. The conference of 1,800 youths was 
sponsored by the World Council of Churches and national ecumenical youth groups 
in Europe. 

The delegates approved a 3,500 word statement of findings from their cleven 
days of study. Running through the statement was an emphasis on the responsibi- 
lity of European young people to assist the rest of the world, especially com- 
tries of 'rapid social change'. Hqually strong was the recognition of the dis- 
unity of the Church and a desire to seek unity. 


They admitted their inability to agree completely on certain concrete pro- 
blems such as co-existence, atomic weapons and military Service. 


"We are grateful to God that in our gathering we have recognised more clcear- 
ly than ever before that in spite of differences of language and denomination, 
of race and nationality, in Christ we arcone, members of the body of Christ's; 
the statement affirmed. 


The findings, a consensus of group study, will be sent to the Central Com- 
mittee of the World Council and its Third Assembly which meets in New Delhi in 
1961, and will also go to churches represented by the young people. 


The delegates expressed to the French delegation their “concern and soli- 
darity in the Algerian problem" and assured them of their prayers. They en- 
dorsed the views set forth by the French delegation in a statement which asked 
to end hostilities. (Scce EPS No.28) 


The findings expressed gratitude to God forbwing able to gather in’ *fuil 
European representation and with our friends from overseas, of meeting with de- 
legated observers from the Orthodox and Baptist churches in the USSR and for the 
presence of observers of the Roman Catholic and Armenian Churches". 


The delegates agreed that "whatever our attitude to the problem of co-exist- 
ence, it is our task as Christians to resist with all our might, in both cast 
and west, the uncritical way of thinking in terms of friend and foe, the atti- 
tude which regards the other side as being of the devil, and the searchfor a 
scapegoat", But they could not agree whether "the struggle for co-existence is 
a correct expression of the service of reconciliation". 


They regretted that "here in Lausanne we have not all been able to join to- 
gether in Holy Communion" and that after so many years of the ecumenical move- 
ment "we are still unable and so unprepared by our churches to enter into effect- 
ive conversation with each other". 


“We shall not cease to demand of our denominations, of the neighbouring de- 
nominations and of the Jorld Council of Churches to work scriously towards the 
establishment of increasingly inclusive intercommunion.... Do not come oa 
standstill in this most. urgent task'"', they appealed. “We urge our churches: do 
not send us to another ecumenical youth conference like the one in Lausanne 
until enough progress has been made on this point. ‘Ve know there are no easy 
solutions here." | 


"We know how disastrous are the consequences of the splitting up of Europe 
and of the world into power blocks and zones of national self-interest. And we 
are shocked to discover how badly informed we are about all these things, and 
we know that this defective knowledge hampers our service to the world", the 
delegates said. 
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Europeans must realise that the age of colonialism is over and replace 
acquisitiveness with sacrifice, ‘even if this means a "lowering of our standards 
of living", they agreed, They called attention to the efforts of Swiss and Swe- 
dish delegations at Lausanne who have agreed to give 5 per cent of their August 
wages for aid to "countries of rapid social change". 


Charity alone will not help, the delegates found. They said that only the 
dedicated action of people who will give their energy and years of their lives 
will be of true assistance. Witness of Asian and African churches, they said, is 
intimately bound up with the example of those Europeans and Americans who go to 
the areas, not as missionaries, but as technicians, engineers, agriculturists, 
et al. They suggested that young Christians accept this missionary character 
bo technical aid, 


Churches in Asia and Africa, as principal bearers of Christian witness there, 
need the support of the whole Christian world “down to the smallest local church", 
the young delegates said, “But this aid is two-way treffic and the Asian and 
African churches can and should help the churches of Europe." 


Much of the document dealt with the struggle for unity and understanding be- 
tween denominations in local communities through Bible studies, common prayer and 
service. "Many of us also believe that it is time to seek direct contact of this 
kind also with Roman Catholics," 


"The ecumenical movement is not a liberation from the bonds of the local 
church, but a calling to a more conscious participation in the life of the church 
sees We belong to our local churches henceforth as restless and impatient mem— 
bers called to critical participation." The delegates spoke of lack of communi= 
cation botween clergy and laity, and young and old in their own congregations. 


"We, the members of the Lausanne Assembly 1960, solemnly confess to Jesus 
Christ as the Light of the World, humbly believing that if we truly allow His 
Light to shine in and through our own lives, then not only will the life and 
witness of our churches be renewed, but we shall also be led by God to unity for 
which we yearn", the findings concluded. 


(The complete text of the findings of the Lausanne Youth Assembly are avail- 
able on request from the Information Department, World Council of Churches, 17 
route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland.) EPS, Geneva 


Brothers from Taizé Visit England 


(Taizé, France) — Hight brothers of the Reformed Community of Taizé recently vi- 
sited England at the invitation of the Bishop of Sheffield, the Rt, Rev. Lids 
Hunter. They gave a serics of three lectures on the life and liturgy of the conm- 
munity and their work for wnity. They also addressed 120 clergymen at Lambeth 
Palace, Anglican bishops and priests, the moderator of the English Presbyterian 
Church and a Greek Orthodox Metropolitan were among those present. 


The contacts between the French community and the Church of England will be 
continued, The Bishop of Shefficld plans to visit Taizé soon to arrange for 
next year's meeting. The Archbishop of York and other Anglican bishops are also 
to visit the community. EPS, Geneva 
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In’ Brief 


At the age of 31, Bishop Nikodim, the new head of the Office of Foreign Re- 
lations of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church, is the young- 


est person ever to hold the position. 
Se MS 


Anglican Bishop A.E.J. Rawlinson, 76, Bishop of Derby for a quarter of a 
century, died July 17 on his birthday. He attended the 1910 Edinburgh Conference 


on the World Mission of the Church and was strongly interested in the unity of 


the Church, He wrote books on the problem of church reunion, the Church of South 
India, and "The Anglican Communion in Christendom", 


A 


The Korean Methodist Church has sent three recent graduates of Ehwa Univers-— 
ity in Seoul to Pakistan as the church's first missionaries since World War II. 
The young women will study Urdu before beginning their teaching at a Protestant 


school near Lahore. 
3 oe 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey F. Fisher, will inaugurate the 
new Anglican Province of Hast Africa at Dar-es-Salam on August 3 with the Bishop 
of Mombasa, the Rt. Rev. L.J. Beecher as first archbishop. 


uel) a 


The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Dr. Auguste Lindt, has 
been named Swiss ambassador to the United States. His resignation from his present 


post is effective December 31. 
x x 


The subject of clergy pay was prominent at two recent church gatherings in 
England. The Church Assembly (Anglican) voted to appoint a commission to exa- 
mine the present system of pay which has been described as "chaotic, uneconomical 
and wasteful", A speaker said that it was unrealistic not to realise that the 
shortage of clergy was aggravated by failure to provide satisfactory compensation. 
The fritish Methodist Annual Conference at its recent meeting voted to make in- 
creases in ministeri3l allowances in 1961 and 1962. 


Xe Pras 


Following the merger of their parent bodies into The American Lutheran Church 
last April (see EPS No.17), three Canadian Lutheran groups with a total member- 
ship of about 60,000 have merged into the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Canada. 


* * 


Soichi Saito, promincnt Japanese Christian leader, died July 5, 1960. He had 
been a YMCA secretary in Japan since 1917 and had worked in Europe, the USA, China 
and Siberia as well as Japan. From 1934 to 1956 he was general secretary of the 


Japanese YMCA. 
¥ * 


Four Natal Lutheran bodies of different national mission backgrounds joined 
into a single 160,000-member Evangelical Lutheran Church of Zulu-Xhosa-Swazi 
Region. The united regional church is one of several such regional united Luther- 
an bodies being set up in the different provinces of the Union of South Africa 
and South-West Africa. EPS, Geneva 
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Strasbourg Conference Was "Teaching Marathon" 


(Strasbourg) —~ The most intensive teaching conference in the history of the 
World's Student Christian Federation ended at Strasbourg last weekend with the 
"Covenant Service" of John Wesley, conducted by the Rev, Samuel Selvaretnam of 
Ceylon, one of four chaplains appointed for the two-week meeting. 


The act of dedication came as climax in a programme described as the "key 
event" in a six-year study process set up to try to rediscover the meaning of 
"The Life and Mission of the Church" in the modern world. The Strasbourg meet— 
ing was preceded by a "Pilot Conference” in Rangoon at ‘thewrend of i958 and. wilt 


‘be followed by regional teaching meetings in Africa, Asia, Latin America, 


Europe, the Middle East and North America in the period 1961-1963. 
One of the aims is to train future leadership for the. ecumenical movement. 


Nearly 700 students attending the meeting from some 70 countries sat 
through 35 lectures covering all aspects of the mission of the Church. The 
first week set the stace with analysis of Christian teaching and historical 
background. In the second week lecturers faced up to ways of taking the Christ- 
ian message to students, people without faith, Marxists, Moslems, industrial 


workers, "de-Christianised"” populations and people in racial and cultural 
tension spots, 
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Theology Professor Hans Hoekendijk of Utrecht caused a stir by attacking 
"yerpetuation of a structure of church life that cannot function in the modern 
world -— the territorial parish". 


Professor Hoekendijk said territorial parishes are “immobile and tend to 
be self-centred", He claimed they belong to the Middle Ages and need to be re- 
placed in the industrial era by "small mobile groups" of people who see their 
real task as being in their daily work rather than the parish. He expressed 
alarm about current preoccupation with details of "liturgy" and the "terrifying 
increase of clerical collars" and urged students to "re-secularise the Church, 
which has become a sort of sacred temple", 


“We should think of the Church as a very simple house with a very simple 
service", Professor Hoekendijk said. 


Thirty-three "tutorial" groups under a team of international leaders met 
to discuss the lectures. Twenty "seminars" also held six sessions each to deal 
with subjects like modern propaganda, big city problems, youth work, university 
evangelism, theological education, co-operation of men and women, peace in the 
atomic age, missions, art, refugees and relations with other world Paths » 


The opening of the Strasbourg meeting featured the controversial play "No. 
Exit" by French existentialist Jean-Paul Sartre. Another French play, "The Way 
of the Cross" by Henri Ghéon, was used toward the end to accent central Christ- 
ian truths. 


The study conference did not issue resolutions. Although regional meet- 
ings and special interest groups planned intensive follow-up and interpretation 
in their own countries, the emphasis was on learning and training, not on making 
pronouncements. 


Worship in many traditions was celebrated in local Lutheran and Reformed 
church buildings. Two Roman Catholic lecturers were included in the programme: 
Henri-Irénée Marrou, professor of the History of Christianity at the Sorbonne, 
Paris, and Father Jéréme Hamer, rector of the French Dominican Theological Fa- 
culty of Le Saulchoir. 


The conference visited the Alsatian village and Protestant congregation of 
Oberseebach, north of Strasbourg, and were guests of the Roman Catholic Bishop 
of Strasbourg, the Right Rev. Jean Julien Weber, at the village and shrine of 
St. Odile in the Vosges mountains. (See also EPS Nos. 28 and 29) EPS, Geneva 
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"Fifteen Years in Hell Is Fnough"; Christian Journal on Hiroshima 


(Chicago, Ill.) -— "Fifteen years of suspension over the fires of nuclear hell is 
long enough. It is timo for a change," The Christian Century, an undenominational 
US weckly journal of Christian opinion, says in its lead editorial in the issue 

of August 3, 


A special issue on "Hiroshima Day 1960" contains articles on the nuclear 
crisis, a message from Japanese Christians and reviews of post-—Hiroshima books 
on international relations, 


"On August 6, 1945, at 8.15 asm., a US plane dropped an atomic bomb on Hi- 
roshima, completely destroying the city, killing 100,000 people, maiming and 
burning thousands more. Whether or not we remember it as a day of shame, we 
must remember it as a day of warning," the "Century" comments. One of the 

articles deals with "the theology of nuclear preparedness". It is by Dr. Norman 
K, Gottwald, Old Testament professor at Andover Newton Theological School, Mas—. 
sachusetts. ; 


+ 
. 
ee ae 
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The editorial charges that both political leaders and religious leaders 
were unprepared, It takes issue with the position of ecumenical leadership "in 
this country and the World Council of Churches", 


"Christian faith has always taught that self-destruction by the individual 
is wrong. Jt surely could not agree that a course of action which would pro- 
bably lead to collective suicide can be right", the"Century comments. 


"Let us say straght out that we are not going to destroy our enemies and 
menace our friends by nuclear war. Let us demonstrate our good faith by getting 
rid of the means for these purposes, Then we may be able to confront the central 
question of the nuclear age: What did God intend by permitting men to learn 
how to release the energy of the atom at this moment im history?" EPS, Geneva 


Australian Clergy and Doctors Discuss Common Problems 

(Menangle, New South Wales) - Representatives from regional groups of clergy 
and doctors came together to discuss relations between the two professions ada 
meeting called by the laity commission of the Australian Council of Churches. 


"In the last few years, undergraduates in the medical schools have been 
given teaching on psycho-somatic matters but little if any attention has been 
given to spiritual as distinct from psychological matters", a doctor observed. 


Another clergyman suggested that "in a mental hospital, as under a magni- 
fying glass, one can see the fears and hostilities that trouble mankind as a 
whole and challenge the redemptive powers of religion, and make us look to the 
resources Christianity has to offer, This makes the mental hospital an ideal 
place for the training of men as pastors." BPS, Geneva 


we Robert Nelson to Teach at Princeton 


(Princeton, Mi adiea — Dr, J. Robert Nelson, whose resignation as dean of Vander- 
bilt University Divinity School, Nashville, Tennessee, was accepted after a 
long dispute over the expulsion of a Negro student, has becn appointed gucst 
professor at Princeton Theological Seminary. (Sce EPS No. 25) 


The former dean and ex-secretary of the Department of Faith and Order of 
the World Council of Churches is to teach ecumenics. The term is for one aca-~ 
demic year beginning in September. 


Dr. Nelson resigned after a prolonged dispute with the Chancellor and Board 
of Trust of Vanderbilt University following the expulsion of the Rev. James M, 
Lawson Jr., a leader of the sit-in demonstrations in the southern city. A com- 
promise offer was made to Lawson, whereby he could return to Vanderbilt but 
not as a regular student. He was also offered permission to transfer credits 
to Boston University Divinity School whcre he has been studying. Mr, Lawson re- 
jected the offer to return to Nashville and take written examinations for his 
degree. EPS, Goneva 


New Zealand Makes Plans for National Faith and Order Conference 


(Christchurch, New Zealand) = The National Council of Churches in New Zealand at 
its annual meeting here made recommendations for the holding of a national faith 
and order conference in 1963. + suggested that the conference should focus at-— 
tention on issues of immediate relevance to the churches in their relationships 
with each, other, 


a 
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Such issues, it suggested, would include the significance of church union 
discussions from "the point of view of the total New Zealand church community", 
the theology of missions, and issues arising from the World Council of Churches 
Third Assembly to be held in 1961. 


The Council also asked its member churches to consider establishment of a 
church home for aged refugees and to send representatives to a special confe- 
rence to make definite plans. It reported that gifts for inter—church aid had 
more than trebled since 1957. 


Plans for an ecumcnical youth conference with 1700 delegates were discussed. 
A proposal that the government of New Zealand shovld be urged to devote one per 
cent of the national income to underdeveloped countries was endorsed and sent 
to the Prime Ministcr and the leader of the opposition. EPS, Geneva 


Large Grant for Television Bible Courses 

(Washington, Dee) — "ihe American University, in Washington, D.C., has received 
a grant of $174,700 from the Lilly Endowment Inc. of Indianapolis, Indiana, for 
the purpose of establishing a pioneer distribution project in the, field of rer 
ligious and educational television. 


The grant will be used to achieve national and international distribution 
of films to be made of the college-accredited Bible courses, which have been 
sponsored by the University on a Washington television station for the past two 
years. The grant will also be used for live presentations of the courscs. 


The project will be administered over a two-year period by the University 
in co-operation with the Council of Churches of the national capital area, The 
Bible courses are taught on television during the University's autumn and winter 
semesters by Dr. Edward W. Bauman, associate professor of religion at the Ameri- 
can University. They are "The Life and Teaching of Jesus" and "An Introduction 
to the Old Testament". Viewers may enrol for cither credit at the University or 
as non-credit students to receive the study guide provided for the programme. 


Since the Bible tclecourse began in 1958 as a weekly one hour programme y 
44 has received several national awards, and each programme is watched by ap- 
proximately 90,000 people in the Washington area alone. 


The national distribution for television will be made through the local 
church councils and universities. The director of the project will be Miss 
Blla Harllee, former director of radio and television for the Council of Chur- 
ches, national capital area. EPS, Geneva 


Churches Urged to Help Prevent Refugee Situations 


(Berlin) — A consultation of church leaders here has recommended that the chur- 
ches take a more active role in helping to prevent tho political and economic 
policies which create refugee situations. 


The consultation urged that the churches should "exercise all their powers 
to bring pressure to prevent these situations, at inter~governmental and govern— 
mental levels". The recommendation was embodied in a report on service to re- 
fugees made at the Annual Consultation of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and 
Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches, July 20-26, 
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The report, by a consultation sub-committee, was received by the consult— 
ation and will be referred for action to the Division's Administrative Committee 
when it meets in St, Andrews, Scotland, August 6-8. 


The recommendation said that the churches should be "ready to warn all 
governments, on all occasions, that the pursuit of certain policies would in- 
evitably lead to the making of refugees". 


While the creation of refugee problems could not always be traced to “de- 
liberate policy", the report said, "refugees are the by-products of political 
policy and economic action, and men at times have been used cither directly or 
indirectly for political ends". 


The churches should "protest vigorously" against the use of men in this 
way, it said. p 


At the same time, the report added, the churches should be continually plan- 
ning ahead to mect such problems. A member of the committee said this meant 
that the churches should do advance planning in providing assistance to stra- 
tegic areas in which there are potential refugee problems. 


The appreciation of the German churches and people for aid given by the 
world's churches to Germany in the years following World War Il was expressed 
by Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin-Brandenburg at a reception for consultation 
participants. Dr. Dibelius, who is one of the WCC's six presidents, said that 
funds, food and other supplies given were "ao porformance of outstanding signi- 
ficance in the history of mankind" and had taught the German church—goers that 
not only the state, but individual Christians have a responsibility for helping 
the needy with “more than a token gift". 


"In this the World Council of Churches has helped us take quite a large 
step forward", he said. "It has opened our eyes to the great needs all over 
the world. It has taught us that it is not enough to feel pity for need, but 


that for the love of Jesus Christ we must help that these necds become less." 
EPS, Geneva 


New Staff Member for IMC 


TS A. 


(New York) - The Rev. Gwenyth Hubble has been appointed as a secretary of the 
International Missionary Council in New York from January gap ae oy es 


Miss Hubble, a minister of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland, 
has beon principal of Carey Hall, Birmingham, a college for the training of 
women of the Baptist, Congregationalist and Presbyterian churches for missionary 
service at home and abroad, since 1945, 


She had previously been assistant general secretary of the British Student 
Christian Movement for six years. 


Miss Hubble took part in the Willingen meeting of the International Mis—- 
sionary Council in 1952, the Evanston (USA) Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches in 1954 and the IMC's Ghana Assembly in 1958, She is a former chair- 
man of the WCC'ts Committee on the Co-operation of Men and Women in Church and 
Society. EPS, Geneva 


Infant Baptism Widespread in USSR 


(Moscow) - Most children born during and since World War II on collective farms 
in four districts of Central Russia have received Christian baptism, even when 
their parents had not been baptised. 
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The facts are announced by "The Communist", Moscow paper of the Communist 
Party, following a survey made by the Soviet Academy of Sciences to see whether 
the rural population around Moscow was acting "progressively". 


Describing the trend as “a real revival of baptism", the party paper says 
grandmothers have a "bad influence" in rural families because they refuse to 
mind children who have not been baptised, 


According to "The Communist" baptism was almost obsolete in the USSR 30 
years ago and must be taken seriously today because it is “a particularly obsti~ 
nate survival" from pre-revolutionary times. HPS, Geneva 


Im Brier 


A chapel with separate altars or holy tables for Roman Catholics, Anglicans 
and Free Churchmen is being planned for the University College of North Stafford 
shire, England. All groups can use the seating, but the three sanctuaries can 
be screened off separately and separate vestry accommodation is provided, 


Pep Par 


The Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church has appointed Bishop 
Johann Wendland of Podolsk as Exarch for Central Europe. He will live in East 
Berlin and have jurisdiction in East and West Germany. The new exarch, who be- 
came a bishop in 1958, has since then represented the Moscow Patriarchate at the 
Antioch Patriarchate of the Orthodox Church. 


Ey 


Marshal Tito of Yugoslavia received Patriarch German of the Serbian Ortho- 
dox Church in audience on July 26 in the first meeting since World War II be-~ 
tween a church dignitary and the head of state. 


735 * 


On September 1 a four-man team, composed of Mennonites, will begin recon= 
struction of wooden church buildings damaged in the recent Chilean disaster. 
The Mennonite Central Committee is working closely with South American churches 
and mission groups in the undertaking. 


* * 


A fellowship has been established at Yale University honouring Bishop Henry 
Knox Sherrill, a World Council of Churches president and former presiding bishop 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, USA. 


eat Nh 


The first volume of a theological yearbook entitled "Studies in Theology" 
has been published by the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church» 
Purpose of the new publication is to acquaint theological circles in Orthodox 
churches and other Christian confessions with theological thought in Russiae 
The first symposium contains articles on liturgy and Bible criticism and rela= 
tions between churches in East and West in the Middle Ages and modern times. 

It also contains a four-page review of the Old Catholic "International Church 
Newspaper", EPS, Geneva 
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Australian Churchnen For Controlled Asian Immigration 


(Sydney) - Two Australian church leaders have called for an end to Australia's 
bar on Asian immigration, 


The Rev, B.R, Wyllie and the Rev. Harvey L, Perkins, executive chairman and 
general secretary of the Australian Council of Churches, criticise Australia's 
Imaigration Minister Errol Downer for the tone of a speech in which he predicted 


lessening ties with Britain and a bigger intake of continental kuropean immi- 
grants. 


They say these new trends are really a consolidation of british values and 
“evidences of Australia's maturity as a nation, which changes her relation with 


Britain from one of national adolescence to equal partnership" in the Common- 
wealth, 


"The most important feature of the British Commonwealth in the world today", 
they claim, “is neither its British origin nor the practical benefits which ac- 
crue to its members, but the fact that it is a multi-racial international com- 
munity which has grown out of the British way of life". 
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The two churchmen, who speak for the Australian Council, say that. ir, 
Downer in his defensive traditionalism obviously has not realized it yet. He 
+3 on the defensive about European immigration, but says it must be", they con~ 
tinue. "He is even more on the defensive about Asian immigration, but says it 
must not be. He fears that the goal of friendship with Asian countries will be 
defeated by the tensions which would follow an inflow of Asian immigrants, He 
does not mention that Australia is losing that friendship week by week because 
of the inferiority which Asians understand Australia's immigration policy interes 
about them. It might as well be known that although this Asian resentment has 
been less evident in church circles in Asia hitherto, it is now becoming a mat- 
ter of difficulty in relationships between Asian and Australian churches alson! 


The church spokesmen deny that they want "an uncontrolled inflow of Asian 
immigrants leading to ‘East-West pot-pourri' as Mr, Downer calls et.) They alee 
reject the idea of a restricted one-way quota system of intake. 


"What we have asked for", their statement goes on, “is a declaration by 
the Australian government that there is no ‘White Australia Policy' in its im- 
migration policy and an indication that it is ready to negotiate with Asian 
governments for reciprocal bilateral agreements for the restricted inflow of 
Asians into Australia and Australians into Asian countries, The Australian 
Council of Churches suggested to the Australian government last year that the 
upper limit for such agreements could be 100 per country per annum. This is 
enough to erase any race or colour bar in our policy and to win the friendship 
of Asian peoples," 


(Australian immigration laws do not discriminate in writing on grounds of 
skin colour, but have been administratively applied so as to exclude Asians 
from permanent residence and citizenship. In recent years numbers of Asians 
have been admitted as students and temporary residents, but not as immigrants.) 

EPS, Geneva 


Christian Comment Welcomes Ceylon Election Result 


(Colombo) — An outspoken Christian comment in the monthly Christian News Bulle— 
tin issued by the Study Department of the National Christian Council in Ceylon 
calls the return to power of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party of Mrs. Sirimavo Pan- 
daranaike "a good thing". 


The front-page editorial, which does not commit the churches officially, 
says that "the political understanding of the people in this country has brought 
about an effective two-party form of government with clearly distinguished po- 
licies. There is hardly any other country in Asia, or indeed in most parts of 
the world, where a party which has become unpopular can be peacefully dismissed 
by the vote of the people and an alternative party placed in power." 


The comment also says "the good sense of the electorate has effectively 
dismissed the extremist, both the communist and the realist, and has effectively 
shown its contempt for the independent who hoped to get into parliament on his 
personal charm and then sell his soul, if any, to the party in power." 


Mrs. Bandaranaike's party is hailed as “committed to the interests of the 
common man". 


Turning critically to the failure of the churches to take a clear stand on 
the question of state aid to church schools, the News Bulletin adds: “It may 
also prove to be a good thing to have a government which will settle the old 
controversy about Christian schools by direct and unilateral action, since the 
churches seem incapable of settling it by discussion." 


Pa! 
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According to the News Bulletin it might do the churches good to have a 
government that is not sympathetic to them. "Much of the Ceylon Church's weak- 
ness today can be traced", it says, "to its dependence on the favour of a well- 
disposed colonial regime. The favour of a well-disposed government today can 
be equally enervating. Whenever the Church finds itself protected by government 
from popular criticism, and whenever the Church is granted, or has preserved to 
it, privileges which are resented by the nation as a whole, its mission is 
stultified and its own life is in the gravest peril." 


The editorial also calls on the new government to combat racial propaganda 
against the Tamil-speaking minority in Ceylon and asks for action to give Tamils 
an effective voice in the way they are governed, "In this the Christian commu- 
nity has a decisive role to play", the News Bulletin says, “because it alone 
has unbreakable bonds of friendship across the racial divisions within our 
country." EPS, Geneva 


YMCA World Youth Conference Meets in Netherlands 


(Hilversum, Netherlands) - The Negro spiritual "He's Got the Whole World in His 
Hand" is the theme.of a YMCA ‘orld Youth Conference being held at Hilversun, 
August 3-13. The 800 participants come from some 50 countries in all continents 
and include a contingent of 100 girls who are in touch with YMCA work. 


Dr. Paul M, Limbert, general secretary of tho World Alliance of YMCAs, told 
the opening session that Christians knew from the "vivid language of the Bible" 
that the hand of God is “at work today both to build up man in his weakness and 
to cast him down in his pride", 


"You will leave this conference ready to take off on one great adventure 
after another", he said, “confident that on land or sea or in the air you are 
‘in His hand!. Many questions will remain, but the one big question of the 
meaning of your life will be answered." 


The ten-day programme includes morning Bible study, sports and cultural 
activities, excursions to Amsterdam and the "Zuiderzee" and addresses by Nobel 
Peace Prize winner Father Georges Pire of Belgium and by Charles D. Sherman, 
president of the World Alliance of YMCAs. 


Emphasis in the world conference is on leadership training, discussion and 
activity rather than set speeches. Protestants, Roman Catholics, Eastern Ortho- 
dox and non-Christians are participating, French delegates have worked their 
way to the Netherlands on a banana boat from Le Havre. National costumes are 
being featured. Belgians have brought a jazz eroup, Scotland a team of bagpipers 
and Germany a brass band. EPS, Geneva 


Theologians' Peace Meeting Spans Iron Curtain 


(Bigvres, France) - Theologians from churches on both sides of the iron curtain 
and from the USA met August 2-7 at the conference centre of La Roche—Dieu to 
discuss "The Lordship of Christ and the Idea of the State; with Special Reference 
to Totalitarianism". 


Third in a series of meetings since 1955 called by the “historic peace 
churches", it was attended by a group of American Mennonites, Quakers and Pres- 
byterians and by East European theologians Joseph Hromadka of Prague and Leo 
Parijskij of Leningrad. Another participant was Lutheran Archbishop Jan Kiivit 
of Esthonia. 
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Participants said after the meeting that “the encounter between Eastern and 
Western countries has been very helpful for closer understanding, particularly 
between the American delegates and tnose from behind the iron curtain". 


Among Americans attending was veteran Christian pacifist A.G. Muste of the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation. Sessions were led by Oberkirchenrat Heinz Kloppen- 
burg of Dortmund, Germany, 


The historic peace churches, including Quakers, Mennonites and America's 
Church of the Brethren, are opposed to all participation in war. EPS, Geneva 


Trevor Huddleston to be Tanganyika Bishop 


(London) - Father Trevor Huddleston, Anglican foe of apartheid, has been nominated 
as Bishop of Masasi, Tanganyika, within the new province of East Africa inaugu- 
rated on August 3 by the Archbishop of Canterbury. 


It is expected that Father Huddleston, noted for his work with the Commu- 
nity of the Resurrection in Sophiatown, Johannesburg, will be consecrated in 
Masasi Cathedral on October 8, if his election is confirmed by the other dioceses 
‘of the province. 


Masasi diocese has over 30,000 Anglicans, of whom 500 are whites, There are 
13 white and 40 African priests. 


Father Huddleston, whose book on South Africa Naught for Your Comfort strong— 
ly attacked segregation and discrimination, has served the Community of the Re- 
surrection as Master of the Novices in Mirfield, Yorkshire, and as Prior of its 
London house since returning from South Africa in 1955, HPS, Geneva 


Egypt Cuts Land Holdings of Copts 


(Cairo) - The Egyptian government has reduced permissible land holdings of Coptic 
monasteries and churches to 200 feddan (200 acres) of arable and the same area 
of non—arable for ay one local institution. 


Compensation will be fixed by the state's land reform commission on terms 


agreed with Patriarch Cyril, the head of the church, 


Coptic church lands have grown recently as the result of many legacies. 
The church has accepted the government's solution and says it will solve problems 
that would have arisen about the best use of the land if it had stayed in church 
hands, EPS, Geneva 


Dr. _Lund-Quist Resigns LWF Post 
(Geneva) — Dr, Carl BE, Lund-Quist has resigned as executive secretary of the 
Lutheran World Federation. 


He returned recently to his office in Geneva after five months of health 
leave and treatment in the United States following repeated attacks of high 
blood pressure. 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, LWF president, emphasized that Dr, Lund-Quist had 
not suffered a recurrence of his illness and that the resignation was due to his 
belief that the secretaryship should be carried by “a man who is not impeded by 
restricted vitality or physical handicap of any sort". 
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Dr. Lund—Quist, who is 51, expects to take up other work later. LWF as- 
sistant executive secretary Kurt Schmidt—Clausen of Germany will be acting exe- 
cutive secretary until the LWF executive meets, probably in June 1961. 


A pastor of the Augustana Lutheran Church in the USA, Dr. Lund-Quist has 
been LWF executive secretary since 1952, EPS, Geneva 


Most American Protestants Remain in Congo, NOC Official Says 


(New York) - Although many Protestant missionaries in the Congo have been evacuat— 
ed, especially from the Kasai province, most of the 1,200 American Protestants 

are staying at their posts, according to the Rev, Theodore L. Tucker, executive 
secretary of the Africa Committee of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the USA. 


Executives of the major denominational missions in the Congo are reported 
to believe that most personnel, who did leave the Congo for Rhodesia and other 
near-by areas, will be able to return to their posts as soon as the new govern- 
ment is stable, 


At the same time, leaders have expressed their optimism about the future of 
the Congo. Bishop Newell 5S. Booth, head of Methodist work in the country, said 
that there has been "a sustained growth of leadership among the Congolese Christ- 
ians" and that although "the present events have upset the relations of the Congo= 
lese with the Europeans, they will make them aware of the need for co-operation", 


Protestant missionaries, with Presbyterians and Batists among the largest 
groups, numbered 2,608 at the end of last year, Assisted by 600 ordained Congo-— 
lese pastors, they ministered to 821,025 adult members. Another 545,475 persons 
were reported to be under instruction for baptism. Roman Catholic missionaries 
in the Congo number about 2,800 priests and 3,700 nuns. Four hundred of the 
priests are Congolese. HPS, Geneva 


Lumumba Praises Missions 


(Quebec) — Prime Minister Patrice Lumumba of the Congo Republic has praised mis- 
sionaries for their contributions to the "moral and intellectual upbringing" of 
the Congolese people. 


Interviewed during a visit to Canada, the Prime Minister said: "We want 
the missionaries to remain. For years it was only the missions which looked after 
the Congolese. We ask them to continue their help." 


"We can tell you in all sincerity", he added, "that order will be restored 
in the Congo, and that nobody will be given cause for anxiety." EPS, Geneva 


in Brief 


An international archive of religious films is being established by the ecu- 
menical "Film Centre" at Hilversum in the Netherlands, in co-operation with the 
Netherlands Museum of Cinematography. An attempt to obtain specimens of reli- 
gious films from many countries is being made by the Film Service of the Centre 
with the co-operation of Interfilm, an international grouping of agencies en- 
gaged in producing and distributing Christian films, 
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Catholicos Vazken I, head of the Armenian Apostolic Church with head- 
quarters in Etchmiadzin, Georgia, USSR, is visiting Armenian communities in 
Argentina after an extensive tour in the United States, 


ah ea 


The International Missionary Council's Theological Education Fund has an- 
nounced a grant of $100,000 for a Union Faculty of Theology at Klisabethville, 
Congo. The complete project is expected to cost $300,000. Major British, 
Belgian and American missionary societies are among the sponsors. An IMC spoke 
man said the grant was meant as "an affirmation of faith in the future of the 
Congo and of the Church in the Congo", 
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The 14th World's Christian Endeavour will meet in Sydney, Australia, August 
16-21, 1962. Ten thousand delegates are expected from the CE World's Union, 
with some 3,000,000 members in 80 denominations and more than 50 countries. The 
last world convention was at Frankfurt, Germany, in 1958. 


* * 


The tenth international conference of the International Hebrew Christian 
Alliance, an intérdenominational fellowship of converted Jews, will meet at 
Augsburg, Germany, August 24-27, The Alliance's last meeting was held in Chi-- 


cago in September 1955. 
* 


US Methodists contributed a total of $396,543 in the denomination's 1960 
Race Relations Day offering, an annual effort to aid the 12 Negro colleges re- 


lated to the Methodist Church, 
&, 


Former US president Herbert Hoover will serve as national chairman of the 
20th annual National Bible Week, October 17-23, sponsored by the Laymen's 
National Committee, Inc. Theme for the week is "The Bible - Strength of Our 
Nation". The Committee, founded in 1940, has no official church affiliation, 

HPS, Geneve, 
* 


Correction 


Findings on the question of communion, approved in a 3,500 word statement 
at the close of last month's European Ecumenical Youth Assembly in Lausanne, 
Switzerland (see EPS No. eo), were incorrectly quoted, They should have read: 


"We shall not cease to demand of our denominations, of the neighbouring de- 
nominations, and of the World Council of Churches: Work seriously towards the 
establishment of an increasingly inclusive intercommunion. Do not come to a 
standstill on this most urgent task. We hope and pray that before we come to- 
gether again in an ecumenical youth conference, enough progress will have been 
made on this point. We know that there are no easy solutions here. There is 
no unity at the expense of truth. But there is also no obedience to the truth 
which does not compel us to recover unity." 
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service Commemorates Edinburgh Conference 


(Edinburgh, Scotland) - Church leaders frou around the world assembled here 
Sunday afternoon (August 14) to commemorate in a solemn service of worship and 
thanksgiving the 50th anniversary of the meeting which marked the beginning of 
the modern movement for Christian unity. 


An overflow congregation of more than 1,700 persons gathered in the Church 
of Scotland's historicSt. Giles Cathedral in Edinburgh to pray together that 
the churches will "seek to recover the lost unity of the Church of Christ and 
proclaim Christ to the uttermost parts of the earth", 


The Service of Thanksgiving marked the jubilee of the World Missionary 
Conference held in this city in 1910. From this meeting, acknowledged as "one 
of the most creative events" in the history of the Christian Church, grew the 
co-operative missionary movement, which together with parallel movements, led- 
to the formation of the International Missionary Council and the World Council 
of Churches, 


The service was arranged for the World Council of Churches and the Inter-— 
national Missionary Council by the British Council of Churches. The 90-member 
policy-making Central Committee of the World Council opened its annual ses- 
Sions at near—by St, Andrews on Tuesday, August 16. 
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Her Majesty Queen Hlizabeth the Queen Mother was seated in the royal pew, 
The service opened with a fanfare of trumpets, followed by a procession of 
200 robed clergymen from many of the World Council of Churches! 17/72 member 
churches down the long centre aisle of the centuries-old church to seats in 
the chancel. 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, World Council of Churches general secretary, in 
an adcress to the congregation described the 1910 ldinburgh conference as the 
point from which the churches began "a continuing fellowship, ... a living and 

| working together at first hesitantly, later with increasing conviction". 


It was "the missionary concern that has led to the concern for the total 
witness of the Church", Dr. Visser 't Hooft said, “for the clear proclamation 
of the Sovereignty of God over all the various realms of life and proclamation 
was given precisely at the time when non-Christian ideologies declared the 
state or society to be ends in themselves". 


But, he added, “we must go further. The thing that began in Edinburgh 
in 1910 cannot be adequately expressed in any organisational form. It is some- 
thing deeper, richer and wider than any organisation. It lives in churches 
which are not participating in the ecumenical organisation. It is the redis- 
covery of the basic truths of the Church ... the restored awareness that it is 
of the very essence of the Church of Christ to be a gathered, a reconciled 
people and that not for its own sake, but for the sake of the world." 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft paid special tribute to the Very Rev. John Baillie, a 
former moderator of the Church of Scotland, Dr. Baillie, one of the six World 
Council presidents, was originally scheduled to present the address, but was 
unable to do so because of illness. 


Dr, Baillie and other "pioneers" of the 1910 Conference, he said, "did 
not think of ecumenical work as a hobby for their leasure time, but gave the 
best years of their lives to it with a total commitment and with the conviction 
'Dieu le Veut' (God Wills It). 


"They had to fight for this new and unheard of thing - that Christians of 
completely different backgrounds should work and live together and think of 
themselves as members of a world—embracing fellowship in Christ, 


"Tn this their lives remain shining examples for those of us who belong 
to later generations. As we become weary about the difficulties of our task, 
about the slowness of progress, about the lack of Christian imagination we 
meet so often, we can say to ourselves, these men had greater obstacles to 
Overcome and they did not give up," 


liembers of the congregation included six church leaders who had partici- 
pated in the 1910 conference. They were the iiev. R,D. Rees, prominent British 
Methodist educator; the Very Rev. Dr. E.H, Lewis-Crosby, Dean of Christ Church, 
Dublin; the Rev. A.G. Stewart, minister of the Church of Scotland; Canon J. 
McLeod Campbell, master of Charterhouse, London, and chaplain to the Queen; 
the Rev. C.K. Williams, a former leader of the missionary movement, and Canon 
James Ballard. 


The sermon was preached by the Rt. Rev. Chandu Ray, assistant Anglican 
bishop of Lahore, Pakistan, who declared that the churches are challenged to 
obedience in mission and unity. The Asian bishop said that he wished to bear 
testimony to his conversion to the Christian faith "through the friendship of 
a missionary from this land". 


Bishop Chandu Ray said that the ministry of the Christian churches "must 

always be for others in the same spirit of self-sacrificing, self-giving love 

- of Our Lord. Mere co-operation of Christians on the basis of "visits" while 
iis Still remaining apart is not enough, he said. 
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"We need to be united in true visible Christian unity. Such common obe— 
dience would release spiritual resources beyond our wildest dreams ... How long 
will we tarry?" 


ff the churches spoke with one voice, the bishop declared, we would be able 
to undertake to serve people whose independence and liberty are curtailed. The 
need for a new international order cannot be met by divided Christians, he said. 


The bishop called for a new religious order, saying "the Lord of Creation 
is waiting for us to go forward" to reconcile the world with Jesus Christ. 


Dr. J.H. Oldham, 84, who was the organising secretary of the 1910 conference, 
read the New Testament lesson (John XV 1-16): "I am the true vine and my Father 
is the husbandman’... " Dr. Oldham, for more than half a century, has been a 
prominent leader of the ecumenical movement. 


Prayers of intercession were offered in their own languages by church 
leaders from Asia, Australasia, South America, North America, Europe and Africa. 


| At the conclusion of the service the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey 
_ #. Fisher, made the "Call to Praise". He offered thanks "for those whose voices 
, Were heard at Edinburgh in days gone by". 


Theme of the service was "The Vine and the Branches" and the psalms and 
hymns used were the same as those used in the 1910 conference. The metrical 
version of the 100th Psalm, sung by the congregation at the beginning of the 
service, was the first act of praise of the newly constituted World Council of 
Churches at Amsterdam in 1948. HPS, Geneva 


Faith and Order Commission Reviews Progress Towards Unity 


St, Andrews, Scotland) — How can the churches move towards closer unity? What 
are the barriers which separate them? What are the beliefs which unite them? 


For six days (August 3-8) some 100 distinguished theologians and church 
leaders have wrestled with the answers to these key questions in the churches! 
search for a solution to "the scandal of the division of Christendom", 


The meeting was the triennial session of the Faith and Order Commission, a 
World Council of Churches body which provides the framework for study and dis— 
cussion of unity among its 172 member churches of the Protestant, Anglican and 
Orthodox confessions in more than 50 countries. 


Present were three observers of the Roman Catholic Church and four observers 
of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church, the major Orthodox 
body which is not a World Council member. 


Dr, Douglas Horton, Commission chairman and former dean of Harvard Divinity 
School, Boston, Mass., outlined something of the problems facing the Commission 
in his opening address. 


"Nothing creates disunity among us more swiftly, surely and fundamentally 
than the question of unity", he said, “We each desire it, provided it be ac- 
cording to our own specifications ..,." 


But, he declared, "I think we can truly say that the overwhelming number of 
the (WCC! s) member churches want to move ahead and that the others, by virtue of 
their having joined the Council under its present constitution, have declared 
themselves willing to let them do so". 
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The churches must not stop at the point of mere co-operation, Dr. Horton 
declared, despite the success of their work together in the World Council. 


"The unity we are seeking is not a legal unity, not a unity of individual 
Christians, but a unity which makes of the churches a Church obvious to the world 
to which it is sent — that is, a churchly unity", Dr. Horton said. 


Dr. Keith Bridston, WCC Faith and Order staff secretary, in a report to the 
Commission, said that the churches have exhibited "a new and unprecedented com- 
mitment 'to stay together'", 


While this is "an enormous step forward", it may at the same time be "one 
of the greatest barriers to moving forward", Dr. Bridston said. "The danger", 
he pointed out, “is that having taken such a step and having formed a World 
Council of Churches, this may be considered enough." 


Among several speakers who addressed the Commission was the Rev. David J. 
du Plessis, Dallas, Texas, former secretary of the World Conference of Pentecostal 
Churches, 


He noted that during the past decade the climate in: the historic churches 
with regard to the Pentecostal Movement has changed considerably and there has 
developed within the ecumenical scene a very keen and sincere interest in the 
phenomena of the Holy Spirit. 


"Contrary to the expectation and perhaps wishful thinking of church leaders 
and theologians of fifty years ago, the Pentecostal revival did not blow over to 
be forgotten, but rather is blowing over all the world and continues to challenge 
the churches", he said. 


Mr. du Plessis observed that although no Pentecostalist societies are af- 
filiated with the World Council and that many are “violently opposed" to the WCC, 
"a large number of ministers" of the WCC's member churches “are enjoying the same 

‘glorious Pentecostal experience that the Pentecostals have". 


At the same time, he said, they are "still loyal to their own confessions 
and have not yet been dis-fellowshipped by their brethren", 


with this growing interest, he predicted that the revival within the historic 
Wehurches, as distinct from that in Pentecostalist movements, “will yet become the 
greatest and most powerful of the two". 


In another session the Russian Orthodox observers issued a statement in 
which they paid tribute to the Faith and Order movement and said their church 
attaches much importance to it", The statement added: 


"Our church has witnessed before the whole world to the truth and the spi- 
ritual power of her faith as well as to the strength and activity of her life. 


"This vivid witness to our faith in the testing of our church in recent 
history proves that with the grace and help of God the Russian Church will pre- 
wail," 


The Commission also made plans for a major “working Conference" to be held 
in 1963. Blueprinted as an agenda topic was the study and discussion of unity 
in churches in selected regions of Europe, Africa, the Middle East, North America, 
Latin America and East Asia, EPS, Geneva 
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WCC Appeal for Congo 


(St. Andrews, Scotland) - The World Council of Churches will issue an appeal to 
its member churches to finance emergency and long-term aid in the Congo. The 
funds will be used to underwrite a crash programme for immediate medical and 
scholarship help and for a long range educational programme of technical and 
professional training for Congolese. 


Announcement of the appeal was made by the Administrative Committee of the 
WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees meeting in St. Andrews, 
Scotland. 


The Committee announced it will make available immediately $25,000 in emer- 
gency funds to the Congo Christian Council, 


It will also send a personal representative to the Congo to establish liaison 
with a church-related skeleton relief organisation now in operation, This group 
has been set up with the initial aim of providing doctors to replace the large 
number who left the country during the emergency and to supervise distribution of 
church=-contributed medical supplies. 


The Committee made its decisions on the basis of recommendations in a report 
by a delegation of church leaders who visited the Congo last week on behalf of the 
International Missionary Council and the WCC, to confer with church, mission and 
government officials. 


The report urged that funds and personnel, both African and missionary, be 
made available by the churches to meet the immediate crisis. It also Said that 
it is "urgently necessary that at least skeleton staffs of men missionaries be 
re-established in the Congo as soon as possible". 


"At this juncture the non-Roman churches bear an almost overwhelming weight 
of responsibility", the report said, 


Members of the delegation were Dr. George Carpenter, New York, secretary of 
the International Missionary Council; Sir Francis Ibiam, of Nigeria, chairman of 
the All-African Church Conference; and M. Pierre Benignus, of the Paris Missionary 
Society. They spent three days in Leopoldville and Brazzaville. 


Their report called upon the churches to "undergird the new Congo state by 
training and by providing leadership and by making available their good offices 
in many ways". i EPS, Geneva 


Visser 't Hooft Warns Against Accepting Status Quo 


et, Andrews, Scotland) - The churches must not accept the present status quo of 
their co-operative work, but must instead continue to search for "that far more 
perfect unity which we are meant to have", Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches, said at the opening session of the 
Council's policy-making Central Committee, in session at St. Andrews from 16 to 
24 August. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft said that at the same time the churches must not “force 
the situation by formulating a common goal representing the views of the majori- 
ty". To do this “would be against the very principles of our movement", 


The general secretary told the Committee that the churches! task is to de- 
cide "whether in the light of ecumenical conversation of the last 10 or 20 years 
we can now say more together about the nature and form of the unity we seek than 
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we have so far said. In the early days of the ecumenical movement the great dif- 
ficulty was to convince churches that they were not going to be committed to de- 
cisions which they were not prepared to take," 


Today, he continued, while there are still different views about the form 
in which to express church unity, church leaders have been able to come to agree= 
ment on statements about the nature of the unity they should seck. 


Speaking of the Council's Commission on Faith and Order (see page Bh, a, 
Visser 't Hooft said the Commission's function is “to proclaim essential oneness 
of the Church of Christ and to keep prominently before the world and the churches 
the obligation to manifest that unity in its urgency for the work of evangelism", 


Turning to a review of the ecumenical movement since 1910, Dr. Visser 't 
Hooft noted that the carly pioneers of the movement were already aware that "co- 
operation is not a goal but a stage on the road to a goal". They were "deeply 
aware" of relationships between faith and order and "the missionary task of the 
church" and the fact that ‘mission points to unity". 


The criterion for the World Council's membership acceptance of “our Lord 
Jesus Christ as God and Saviour" is a statement which says "we do not stand for 
some vague undefined unity" but rather "that kind of unity we seek is that which 
is given in the fact of Jesus", . 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft also reported on: 


Regional developments that have resulted in the formation of ecumenical bo- 
dies to bring the churches together in many areas of the world. 


South Africa, where "one of the most serious charactcristics has been the 
isolation of the churches and groups of churches from cach other". He added that 
“the most significant moments in ecumenical history have been those in which 
Christians separated by seemingly insuperable barriers have travelled together to 
maintain this fellowship and to arrive at a common mind", Noting that the World 
Council "should have done far more than we have done to arrive at a deep under- 
standing of the complex problem of human relations in South Africa", he reported 
that a WCC delegation will confer with leaders of eight South African member 
churches in December. Through such meetings, Dr. Visser 't Hooft added, it is 
hoped "to create more real ecumenical fellowship" and "to make a substantial con- 
tribution to the cause of justice and freedom for all races of mankind". 


Relations with Roman Catholics, pointing out that some Catholics may think 
of the WCC and their church as "comparable entities". Dr. Visser 't Hooft also 
warned of the danger that Protestants may “think too easily in terms of formation 
of ecclesiastical power constellations but that would be a spiritual disaster be- 
Cause we exist to work for unity and not to replace a division between many 
groups by division between a few large groups". 


"The World Council of Churches is a body sui_generis which refuses to be- 


come the adversary of any church or group of churches and stands for unity in 
Christ of all who recognise Him as God and Saviour." BPS, Geneva 


New Christian Fellowship Centre in Brussels 


(Brussels) — A new international Christian fellowship centre has been opened in 
Brussels at Rue de Savoie 146. The centre will serve visitors from abroad who 
wish to know about churches in Belgium and elsewhere on the continent. 
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The centre was conceived as an outgrowth of the Protestant Pavilion at the 
Brussels World Fair in 1958. The Protestant Pavilion was sold to the American 
Church in the Hague for use as an ecumenical centre. Procceds from the sale of 
the building are being used for the new centre in Brussels, Administrator for 
the project is Pastor Pieter Fagel, who was in charge of the Protestant Pavilion 
at the 1958 fair. EPS, Geneva 


YMCA World Youth Conference Closes 


(Hilversum, Netherlands) - More than 800 participants from 43 countries ended a 
10-day YMCA World Youth Conference in Hilversum last week, recognising it as Wor 
duty" to encourage “any sort of discussion and co-operation between young people 


of different opinions, Christian or not ... we seek unity, not uniformity". 


The youths (see EPS No. 31) commended to the YMCAs throughout the world an 
intensive effort to help young people to a "reasoned recognition of the supreme 
importance of Bible study in relation to the study of the world ... We are con- 
vinced, in addition, that we must look to the other great religions for sources 
of spiritual richness and to discern in them the activity of God." 


In other action, the youth asked for regional conferences to be held on each 
continent every two or three years and that fraternal delegates from Eastern 
Europe be invited to attend future world youth conferences. 


Protestants, Roman Catholics, Eastern Orthodox and non-Christians took part 
in the meeting. EPS, Geneva 


Appeal for Burma Famine Victims 


(Geneva) - An appeal for funds and supplies of rice for famine-stricken northern 
Burma has been issued by the World Council of Churches. 


Sixty-six deaths due to starvation have been reported in the areas of the 
Chin Hills and Arakan. In all more than 50,000 persons have been affected by 
the famine caused because rats have eaten an estimated 95 per cent of the annual 
rice Crops. 


Funds and supplies will be administered by the Relief Committee of the Burma 
Christian Council. Funds already sent into the area by the World Council and by 
Church World Service (USA) total $7,000. The new appeal is necessary because 
these funds have been nearly exhausted. Burma relief officials estimate $10,000 
would buy rice for about 7,000 people for one month. 


The appeal was issued by the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service 
to Refugees to the organisation's 172 member churches of the Protestant, Anglican 
and Orthodox confessions around the world. EPS, Geneva 


World Methodist Council Plans Closer Federation 


(Zarich) - Plans for closer federation within the World Methodist Council were 
discussed at the executive committee of the world denominational body which met 
in Zurich, Switzerland, early in August. 


The World Methodist Council, composed of Methodist churches throughout the 
world, has fraternal and co-operative functions. It exercises no legislative 
power or control over any member bodies. 


\\ a 
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A proposal for a centralised world Methodist missionary agency was presented 
to the group by Charles C, Parlin, New York lawyer and Methodist layman. He 
suggested that Methodist churches pool mission funds and manpower to be deployed 
on a world-wide basis. Under such a plan a mission board in a member church 
would be responsible for securing funds and recruiting personnel, 


Dre Wilfred Wade of the United Kingdom suggested that co-ordination be 
achieved in Methodist missions through closer consultation among the various agen- 
cies. 


A lively debate took place on the respective merits of a centralised mission 
agency, as opposed to national bodies joined in a consultative capacity, to avoid 
overlapping and duplication, Other suggestions for closer co-operation between 
the Methodist churches were made in the field of faith and order. 


The Executive Committee chose "New Life in the Spirit" as the theme of the 
Tenth World Methodist Conference to be held in Oslo, Norway, August 17-25, 1961. 
The world conference will be attended by 2,000 Methodists representing 40 bodies 
working in 76 countries. The World Federation of Methodist Women will hold a 
meeting in Oslo prior to the conference, 


The Committee nominated Bishop Fred P. Corson for election as Council pre- 
sident at the Oslo meeting. Dr. Harold Roberts, principal of RichmondCollege, 
surrey, England, is the president now. HPS, Geneva 


Executive Committee Reports on Developments with Roman Catholics 


eS¢% Andrews, Scotland) - A review of recent developments within the Roman Catholic 
Church with regard to unity were appraised by the Executive Committee of the World 

* Council of Churches in a report to the opening session on August 16 of the 90- 
member policy-making Central Committee. 


The Second Vatican Council was called an event "which while not dealing di- 
rectly with the question of unity, is meant to have considerable influence on the 
ecumenical situation". The Committee also referred to the new Vatican Secretariat 
for Christian Unity headed by Cardinal Bea, and said these developments show how 
much has happened since the papal encyclical of 1928 "which contained a wholly 
negative interpretation of the ecumenical movement". 


The Executive Committee reported that there is little doubt the Vatican has 
come to see that the ecumenical movement is not inspired by vague humanitarianism 
but by basic Christian conviction. It said the Vatican now has to become active 
in ecumenical conversation and no longer leaves the initiative up to individual 
Roman Catholics. Instead, the report continued, it speaks and acts itself in re- 
lation to other churches and ecumenical organisations. 


In looking at the current situation, the Executive Committee made five points: 


The fact that dialogue with the Roman Catholic Church is possible is to be 
welcomed. 


It is to be hoped that informal discussions between Roman theologians and 
those of other churches which have been going on will not be superceded by more 
official discussions. At the present stage it is precisely these informal dis- 
cussions which can best contribute to removing misunderstanding. 


No church should fear that the World Council will in any way seek to speak 
or act for its members in the matter of church union. The WC is not authorised 
constitutionally to act in such matters where cach church takes its own decision 
in full freedom. But the point must be made, the report said, because the question 


—. 
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is sometimes asked whether the Council will enter into formal or informal con- 
versation with the Roman Catholic Church about church union. The answer is that 
this is quite out of the question because of the character of our movement. 


The Council may, however, take an opportunity to present to the new Vatican 
Secretariat convictions agreed upon concerning basic matters, such as religious 
liberty and social action. 


"It should be remembered that the creation of the Vatican Secretariat does 
not mean that any of the fundamental differences which exist between the Romm 
Catholic church and the churches in the WCC will be solved." The change is in 
procedure and climate, The opportunity for "dialogue is to be grasped but it 
means that the real problem will come too. Therefore our task in that dialogue 
will be to represent the insight which God has given us together in the 50 years 
since our movement started." 


The Executive Committee also reported that December 7 to 14 has been set as 
the date for a "fully representative" consultation with leaders of the eight 
member churches of the World Council in South Africa and a representative dele- 
gation from the WCC. The plan follows two visits to South Africa by one of the 
Council's associate general secretaries, Dr. Robert S. Bilheimer (see EPS No. 
26). The Committee said that 83 member churches had responded in favour of the 
Consultation , while five were against the proposal. HPS, Geneva 


Moscow Patriarch Sends Message to Central Committee 

fot. Andrews, Scotland) - The Moscow Patriarch of the Russian Orthodox Church, 
Alexei, has urged unanimous Christian action to prevent war, in the first formal 
m essage received by the World Council Central Committee, meeting here from 
August 16 to 24, 


The message said that "Christian oneness of mind should become a force able 
mo lessenthe present sharp division of the world by united action, Christians 
Should contribute to the abolition of nuclear and other kinds of deadly weapons," 


The Patriarch paid tribute to the work of the World Council of Churches and 
Said that his church follows developments within the Council closely. 


A five-member WCC delegation made a two-week visit to Russia in December, 
One in a series resulting from an August 1958 meeting in Utrecht, Netherlands, 
between representatives of the Council and the Moscow church, Two representatives 
of the Moscow Patriarchate spent four weeks in Geneva conferring with World Coun- 
©Cil officials in June 1959 and later attended the meeting of the Central Committee 
on the Greek island of Rhodes. Four representatives of the Patriarchate are 
attending this year's sessions. HPS, Geneva 


In Brief 


Five new African churches were admitted to the World Presbyterian Alliance 
by its Executive Committee at sessions in Geneva, Switzerland, August 8-13, The 
“Alliance now includes 83 member churches representing 46 million Reformed and 
Presbyterian Christians in 56 countries. There are now 19 member churches in 
Europe and 18 in Africa, according to the Alliance president, Dr, Ralph W. Lloyd. 
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U_ John Thetgyi, a Beptist layman from Burma, has been elected as the first 
full-time secretary of the Burma Christian Council, Heisaformer businessman who 
has been serving as the relief director of the Council. He succeeds Dr. G.P. 
Charles, who is pastor of an Indian congregation in Rangoon, 


eb Vay, 


Bishop Istvan Cete has been elected to succeed Bishop Agoston Sandor of the 
‘Reformed Christian Church of Yugoslavia, who died recently at the age of 79. 


a 


Because of recent restrictions on travel imposed by the government of Turkey, 
the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople Athenagoras will not make a visit 
planned for September to Archbishop Theoklitos of Athens of the Greek Orthodox 
Church, The travel restrictions also prevent delegates from the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, who are members of the departmental, Executive and Central Commit— 
tees of the World Council of Churches, from attending the meetings now under way 


in St. Andrews, Scotland, 
* 


Dr. A.N. Gopal of Guntur has been elected president of the Federation of 
Evangelical Lutheran Churches in India, to succeed Bishop Rajah B. Manikam of the 
Tamil Evangelical Lutheran Church. Dr, Gopal heads the Andhra Evangelical Luther-— 
an Church, largest of the ten Lutheran churches in the association. 


% * 


Small groups of Negro college students accompanied by several white friends 
attended white Protestant churches in Atlanta, Georgia, on a recent Sunday, in 
what has been called a new phase of the Southern sit-in movement. The campaign 
was initiated by a group advised by Dr, Martin Luther King, integration leader 
and Baptistminister. The "warm reception by clergy and laymen" received by stu- 
dents in the Atlanta churches indicates that many Southernes wuld welcome a chance 
to rescue the church from itsmoral dilemma on the race issue, Dr. King commented. 


* 


The associate executive secretary of tne Mennonite Central Committee, Mr, 
Orie 0. Miller, is on a three-—wock visit to the Congo to investigate needs and 
ways in which emergency assistance can be given to crisis victims there. 


a 


The new province of the Church of England in East Africa was inaugurated in 
Dar-es-Salam, Tanganyika, on August 3. Tae inter-racial ceremony was attended 
by European and African bishops. 

¥ x 


An international seminar is being conducted in Leningrad under the joint 
auspices of the American Friends Service Committee and the Committee of Youth 
Organisations of the USSR. Attending are post-graduate students from the United 
States and the USSR, as well as from Asia, Africa and Europe. 


+ * 


A corps of lay volunteers “to assist Roman Catholic missionaries in Latin 
America will be sent out by the Pontifical Mission for Latin America, according 
to the Vatican City newspaper Ossezvatore Romano, Plans call for layworkers known 
as "The Pope's Volunteers", to constitute an auxiliary corps of experts which, 
under orders of the bishops, will co-operate with Catholic organisations. 


EPS, Geneva 
a . 
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A Special Report 
Ecumenical Church Loan Fund Plans Expansion Outside Europe 


The Ecumenical Church Loan Fund (ECLOF) plans to extend its operations to the 
continent of Africa, The board of the international inter-church aid body related 
to the World Council of Churches met in St, Andrews, Scotland, and gave recogni- 
tion to the newly established national ECLOF committee in Tanganyika. 


Mr, GustaveHentsch, banker of Geneva, Switzerland, and president of the 
governing board, said the fund would soon begin operation in Latin America where 
a committee is to be established in Argentina, The purpose of ECLOF is to give 
long-term loans at low interest rates to churches and church-related institutions 
for projects they would otherwise be unable to undertake, 


More than 600 loans have been granted in a dozen countries since the commit— 
tee was founded in 1946. Not a single recipient of a loan has ever defaulted and 
more than half the loans granted have been fully repaid. 


Through the ecumenical loan fund, a wide variety of psrojects have been under— 
taken including purchase of a church printing press, enlargement of a candle 
factory for Orthodox churches, and construction of vocational training schools for 
refugee children. Many of the loans go to construction or repair of church 
buildings, convalescent homes, community and youth clubs, and other church-related 
institutions, 


Mr. Hentsch pointed out that many receiving countries in Europe are now 
interested in providing capital for the scheme in other continents. The RCLOF 
board authorized its director, Dr. Laszlo Ledermann of Geneva, to seek an increase 
of new funds from national Christian councils of at least $12,000 in 1961. 


National ECLOF committees are composed of representatives of the principal Protest- 
ant and Orthodox churches of the countries and of businessmen and-bankers familiar 
with loan operations. These committees examine loan requests and determine priori- 
ties. The national committees give the guarantees for reimbursement. 


An ECLOF committee was created in Burma in 1958, the first in a country out- 
Side Europe. Other countries with national committees are Austria, Belgium, the 
Netherlands, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy and Spain, 


Mr. Hentsch stressed that loans are an important form of inter—church aid 
because they help maintain self-respect and independence on the part of the reci-~ 
Pients. Those who receive loans have the satisfaction of helping im other church 
Ventures, And the revolving loan fund makes the same sum available for many dif- 
ferent projects. 


The fund will seek new capital to extend its operation in Asia, Africa and 
Latin America. ECLOF headquarters at the World Council of Churches in Geneva 
have been flooded with requeststhey cannot fill. The board meeting in St. Andrews 
agreed that new opportunities are constantly opening up for this type of inter- 
Church aid but expansion will depend upon availability of new funds. 

EPS, Geneva 
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WCC Central Committee Discusses Unity 


ist. Andrews, Scotland) - Strong support to a statement defining the theological 
nature and organisational form of Christian unity has been given in discussions 

by the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches at its annual meeting 

in St, Andrews, Scotland (August 16-24), 


The statement declares that the unity sought is primarily a local unity or 
"one which brings all in each place who confess Christ Jesus as Lord into a fully 
committed fellowship with one another..." It emphasizes that such a unity "is 
not one of uniformity nor a monolithic power structure", 


The report came from the triennial meeting here last week of the 100-—member 
Faith and Order Commission, a WCC body set up to study questions of church doc- 


trine and organisation and "to proclaim the essential oneness of the Church of 
Christ". 


Professor Henri d'Hspine, theological professor at the University of Geneva, 
Commission vice-chairman, in an introduction of the report said the statement 
"implies that there would no longer be in each locality several churches, but 
one church comprising all those in that locality who confess the Lordship of 
pesus Christ", 
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Further, he said, "their union would be based on the same baptism and ex- 
press itself by the preaching of the same Gospel and by participation in the 
one Bread", 


He said it means that "the local community would be linked to the whole 
Christian community of all times and of all places by the fact that its ministry 
and members would be acknowledged by all". 


He added that "by its very nature such a unity is visible, but it does not 
imply a single centralized ecclesiastical institution ..." 


He asked: “Are the member churches of the World Council of Churches ready 
to make such a choice?! 


"Agreement on this point, if it would be realized", he said, “would indu- 
bitably represent a step forward in the pursuit of unity - a step which would 
be doubly significant insofar as the general impression which we give is one of 
stagnation in this matter," 


In discussion following, Lutheran Bishop Hanns Lilje, of Hanover, Germany, 
indicated general agreement with the proposal, but pointed to the problems it 
raises, He said it would be a long and difficult road forward and mentioned 
particularly the traditional problems raised by different concepts of baptism 
and the ministry. 


Mr, Francis P. Miller, a layman of the Presbyterian Church, US (Southern) 
Church, Charlottesville, Va., emphasized the urgency of consideration of pro- 
gress in church unity. He urged that emphasis be focussed on community levels 
and illustrated the dilemma for the layman by citing a US community of 35,000 
persons which has churches of 31 different denominations. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey F. Fisher, described the goal 
as set forth in the Faith and Order Commission report as "completely satisfying" 
and in "the apostolic tradition of the New Testament". 


: The Rev. Charles Westphal, of Paris, French Reformed clergyman, expressed 
' "sadness and humiliation" about the division of Christianity and the slow pace 
of the churches in coming to terms with the problem. 


Metropolitan Mar Thoma Juhanon of the Mar Thoma Syrian Church of Malabar, 
»a World Council president, emphasized that in the early church the experience 
t of living in the Christian community was more important than doctrine. He 
Criticized an “over-intellectualisation" of the problem in the West and sug- 
gested the problem may be solved in India and the churches of Asia, for example, 
5 while theologians in America and Europe are still arguing about it. 


The Rt. Rev, Angus Dun, Protestant Episcopal Bishop of Washington, D.C., 
Said that while church leaders have experienced unity in top-level ecumenical 
gatherings, this has not been brought home to the local church. 


Speaking of the multiplicity of churches on the local level, he said, "we 


have a whole apparatus which keeps producing divided churches which force people 
to live in separation", 


He called upon church leaders to "set before the churches in broadest 
terms some outline of the goal we seek". 


Dr, Reinold von Thadden-Trieglaff, a Lutheran layman and organizer and 
secretary of the famous Kirchentag rallies in Germany, said that modern men and 
women living in isolation in today's world look to the churches for a new vision 
of unity, but are always disappointed. He said they will remain disappointed as 
long as the church only discusses and argues about unity and does nothing to 
achieve it. "People want to live - not discuss ~— unity", he declared. 
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A section of Professor d'Espine's report noted that the World Council of 
Churches, by putting the proposal before the churches,"would not be imposing 
on them in a conception of unity, but would be leading them to ask themselves 
in the face of a concrete proposal, whether valid biblical and theological 
reasons absolutely compel them to reject it, or whether their possible object 
ions are not in the last resort the result of merely human traditions and 
preference", 


Religious Liberty Guides Given 


Religious liberty was the focus at another Committee session. Two reports 
were presented. One dealt with the broad subject of the nature and basis of 
religious liberty. The other dealt with "Christian Witness, Proselytism and 
Religious Liberty", 


A set of principles was proposed for member churches in their relation-— 
ships with each other by the proselytism and religious liberty commission, 
under the chairmanship of the Rt, Rev. Angus Dun, Protestant Episcopal bishop of 
Washington, D.C, 


Bishop Dun pointed out that al though the Council could not impose any code 
of conduct on its member churches the Standards of practice set forth have fair~ 
ly wide acceptance among the Council's member churches, 


Goals set forth include the following: 


Respect on the part of churches in the Council for the convictions of other 
churches and help for each other to "rise above our respective shortcomings" 
through frank theological exchange, common worship and mutual service, 
"When ia exceptional cases private or public criticism of another church 
Seems to be required of us, we first examine ourselves ...s always to speak 
the truth in love to the edification Of Our churches, 


Recognition of the right of the mature individual to change his church 
allegiance if he is convinced this is God's well ftor him, 


Establishment of and maintenance of religious liberty for all churches 
and members in every land, 


Disavowal of pressure on the part of any church by offering material or 
social advantages or during times of helplessness or stress, 


Regard for the conscientious decision of marriage partners of different 
communions as to their future church allegiance while making clear the | 
position of the communion. 


Pastoral concern for the unity of the family in the regard to Changes of 
affiliation in the church membership of children, 


Pastoral care in receiving members from other churches if motives for 
Seeking new membership are "wordly or unworthy" such as being under dis- 
cipline for moral laxity. 


Consultation about changes of membership between churches involved but 
"if conscientious motives and sound reasons are apparent, no obstacles 
should be placed in the way", 


Help to churches already present in a given area which are weak to renew 
and strengthen its ministry by sharing through personnel exchange and 
skill and resources rather than establishing competing mission of another 
church. 
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The commission called on member churches to disavow proselytism as defined 
in the report. "Proselytism is not something absolutely different from witness, 
it is the corruption of witness. Witness is corrupted when cajolery, bribery, 
undue pressure or intimidation is used - subtly or openly — to bring about con-— 
version." It also mentions "comparing the ideal of our own church with the 
actual achievement of another" and personal and corporate self~seeking. 


Te IE je Fe 


A special commission on religious liberty headed by Dr, Alfred Carleton, 
Boston, Mass., Congregational missions executive, outlined the Christian basis 
for "the right of every human being, as a member of society to be free from co- 
ercion in religious matters" and to be free for the "proclamation of his faith 
and the expression of its implications among his fellow men", 


| The commission report admits that Christians have not "always taken the 
lead either in originating or undergirding progress in human thought about 
liberty". 


"Too often we have taken over, only reluctantly or tardily, the fruits of 
general human reflections on these subjects ... Freedom has often been most 
grievously transgressed - nor are the churches of our own day guiltless," 


Pointing out that Christians are called upon to exemplify patience and hu- 
mility in relations witn the world and each other, the document underscored that 
"it is an essential characteristic of the Gospel that God himself does not use 
force to win our allegiance", 


When either the state or society uses force in matters of religion, it de- 
nies its own nature under God, the commission report declared. 


The commission was established at the request of the Central Committee in 
1957 when members of the Central Committee expressed concern about curtailment 
of religious liberty in Communist states, lands where Roman Catholicism was the 
dominant religion, and countries where established religions related to the 
State make the exercise of religious liberty difficult. The report deals with 
the nature of religious liberty generally, not specific situations. 


"The use of coercion by the churches under any circumstances, is an adult- 
eration of the Christian witness — direct denial of principles fundamental to 
the Christian faith." 


Christians must observe the same principle among themselves, the commission 
added. "Intolerance, misunderstanding, harassment of other Christians, and the 
suppression of minority communions all vitiate the message we proclaim. 


"In particular, we must oppose any ecclesiastical institution which seeks 
to avail itself of political power to enforce religious uniformity, or to claim 
for its own advantage any compulsion which may be exercised by civil authorities." 


Seven Steps for Peace 

A WCC expert on international affairs told another session that the leaders 
of the Soviet Union and the Western Powers should stop trying to fix the blame 
on each other for past failures and should concentrate on opportunities for im- 
proving the world situation. 


Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, of Philadelphia, Pa., and New York, said this 
course is necessary because “in this tense atmosphere, the possibility of 
further deterioration or of miscalculation places mankind in a precarious po- 
Sition which can be ignored only at grave risk". 


Pe 7. 
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Dr. Nolde is director of the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs, a joint agency of the WCC and the International Missionary Council. 


He said that "the international situation in its external manifestations 
is more dangerous than at any time since the break-up of the Summit Conference 
and perhaps since the end of the Korean war", 


At the same time, he added, "in its fundamental aspects, the situation is 
not different from that which existed before the Berlin crisis and the exchanges 
of visits by the heads of governments", 


"Although relations between the major Communist powers and the Western 
Powers stand at a low ebb, an improvement is clearly possible if both sides are 
so minded", he declared. 


Dr. Nolde outlined seven steps towards solution-of world tensions: 


1. There should be an emphasis on peaceful competition where differences 
exist, and co-operation where fundamental principle is not compromised — but 
both will require "stern effort", 


"An emphasis on such competition and co-operation", Dr. Nolde stressed, 
"may avoid the risks involved in the Soviet conception of co-existence and also 
the dangers in the view advanced by such groups as ioral Rearmament, that co- 
existence is impossible and morally undesirable." 


He added that "according to present indications a relationship of peaceful 
competition and co-operation could be more readily worked out with Soviet Russia 
than with the People's Republic of China". 


2, There should be an identification of the factors in the situation which 
make for division to help bridge the gap between the Communist and non-—Communist 
world. Dr. Nolde said the CCIA is concerned with the study of the possibility 
of setting up an inter-governmental committee to study basic differences and 
the specific frictions they cause. 


3e There should be an acceptance by leaders of all governments of essential 
rules of behaviour in negotiation. He said "an international ethos is a funda 
mental pre-requisite", but since this has not been achieved, there should be "a 
limited number of elementary but basic rules of conduct". 


4, There is need for the reduction and regulation of armaments under inter~ 
National control. The present deadlock must be broken and the forthcoming Ge- 
neral Assembly of the United Nations should try to give "clear and unmistakable 
directives on an equitable starting-point for disarmament or, at the least, for 
negotiations". 


5. There should be an agreement on the cessation of testing, with pro- 
visions for control. Such agreement would "set the stage for agreements in 
other fields, including arms reduction". 


6. There should be particular efforts to keep the situation from deterio- 
rating, where the powers are in direct conflict and there is no acceptable so- 
dution. "To hold it until a mere favourable movement appears will in itself 
represent an advance", Dr, Nolde said. He mentioned particularly “the persist-— 
ence of difficult problems such as Berlin and Germany (is) disturbing, but not 
an occasion for panic", 


He added that where there is danger that the great powers will clash open- 
ly in new areas, as in certain countries of emerging independence, all appro- 
priate UN aid should be given, whether in the form of UN personnel on the spot 

or of multilateral programmes of economic and technical assistance, 
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7, There should be an emphasis on seeking a solution through normal chan- 
nels such as the United Nations or at conferences at various levels "with pa- 
tience and persistence", Dr. Nolde noted that "the tensions of the moment have 
forced an emphasis on the technical aspects of power and defence" which threaten 
to paralyse diplomacy. "Blusterings, theatenings and name callings should give 
way to calm consideration of problems on their merit and a realiness to conciliate 
rather than insistence on the perfection of a position." 


Another CCIA presentation dealing with Africa emphasized that dthough the 
new Africa will show many new political patterns, "Christian concern for the 
right of the worth of man involves insistence on respect for the Rule of Law, as 
essential to a just society". 


"The rights of African states to devise their own systems must be respected", 
Sir Kenneth Grubb, London, CCIA chairman, declared, but the churches must be con- 
cerned that the new states have laws dealing with such fundamentals as freedom 
from arbitrary arrest, an independent judiciary and public trial and the right 
of habeas corpus and make provision to protect the cquality before the law of 
all persons and communities. 


Sir Kenneth said that "former colonial governments should be willing to 
assist their former wards with capital, technical resources and personal services 
rendered not as masters, but as equals and friends". 


He said that while the traditional patterns of Christian mission will be 
changed, the work of the Church on the continent is not ending, but that "it 
enters a new and more demanding phase in which the setting and relationships +e. 
must be radically transformed". 


The CCIA minutes also oxpressed concer that the French church will con- 
tinue to press for a resumption of negotiations on the problems of Algeria and 
that the welfare of the communities concerned in the international situation will 
be their primary consideration. 


Population and Family Planning 
A call for bold discussion among Christians of the doctrine of responsible 
parenthood - or family planning - was also issued to the Central Committee. 


‘ Bishop Stephen F, Bayne, Jr., executive officer of the Anglican Communion's 

’ Lambeth Conference of Bishops, suggested that the time has come for a full ecu- 

- mcnical discussion of the whole area of the theology of sexuality and of marriage 
itself, 


Speaking on "Population and Family Problems", the former Protestant Episco- 
pal bishop of Olympia, Washington (USA), said that despite "perplexity and di- 
vision within the Christian camp" there is an astonishing degree of consensus, 
particularly among Anglicans and Protestants. 


He referred to a compendium of statements on responsible parenthood and po- 
pulation compiled by Dr. Richard M. Fagley, New York, executive secretary of the 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. 


Bishop Bayne said that it is of great importance that "the area of disagree- 
~ment, within the Christian family, is not as to the principle of family limita- 
tion itself, but rather as to the permissible means of such limitation". 


"The flood of new souls for which there are not even the bare necessities 
of life awakens and disturbs us ... and confronts us with a host of problems 
with which men and nations must deal. But the theology of the family is in no 
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sense a theology of population limitation ... it is rather a truer and deeper 
sense of responsibility person to person, husband to wife, parent to child, ci- 
tizen to citizen,” 


He said the phrase "over-population" is a dangerous one because the real 
problem is not the gift of life itself, but rather the imbalance between our 
needs and resources, 


"Tt would be folly to try to predict what the 'right' population of the 
earth should be. What matters is the way we deal with the life we have and the 
knowledge we have", Bishop Bayne said. 


He spoke of the "uncompromising brutality of the destruction of family 
life in many parts of the world in our time - whether it be in the communes of 
China or in the industrial areas of South Africa or the successive polygamy of 
North America". 


In every church and tradition, Christians are agreed in "seeking for a new 
and deeper statement of the theology of sexuality and family life", the bishop 
said. 


“Actually, most of the time, Christians are like anybody else - they live 
on the inherited wealth of the answers and institutions of earlier and simpler 
times, clearer times", he said. But "the corrosion of family life is so relent— 
less in our time and the flood of life so pressing, that none of us can rest 
content with the old answers", 


There is a growing consensus among Christians that family planning — res- 
ponsible parenthood - in some form may be a duty for Christian parents. He 
sugsested that more ecumenical discussim and study centre on "the technical 
and moral theology of the means of family planning". 


Discussing the differences among various churches, he said "here official 
Orthodox thought tends to be most conservative, regarding abstinence as the 
only permissible method. Roman Catholic doctrine has officially endorsed the 
use of periods of sterility as well - indeed, informally at least Pope Pius 
XII lent encouragement to this means when he said ‘one may even hope ... that 
science will succeed in providing this licit method with a sufficiently secure 
basis, and the most recent information seems to confirm such a hope", 


But Roman Catholic discipline, he said, is still rooted in the categories 
of what is "natural" and the now widespread experimentation in the use of "drugs 
to induce temporary sterility looms on the horizon as a development which may 
lead to re-evaluation and re~interpretation of this whole pattern of moral 
theology". 


At the very least, he said, common study would be helpful as an exercise 
in understanding. "It is unlikely that other than Roman Catholic moralists 
will make extensive use of the apparatus of natural law, but it may be that 
study together will open up a way of wider consensus, as yet unsuspected. 


On the Protestant side, there is a clear need for something more authori-~ 
tative than merely the wisdom of the individual conscience," 


Dr. de Vries, chairman of the World Council's Department of Church and So- 
ciety, said that he could not share the notion "that it would be technically 
impossible, at least up to the year 2,000, to produce enough food in caloric 
value, for the world's population". But to provide for food of sufficient qua— 
lity is technically much more difficult. He said Asia south of the Himalayas 
and the Mediterranean are in the most difficult position in providing adequate 
food for their populations. 
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"But let us not forget that 60 per cent of the world's population lives 
there now and it will soon be a full two-thirds, People more fortunately loca- 
ted cannot say 'Am I my brother's keeper?' and regard the world problem as a 
local one. Far too little is being done to assure future food supply." 


"A difference of one per cent in the rate of population increase would 
exactly double or halve the possible improvement in standard of living", he said, 
On the subject of international economic assistance, he said “our common Christ- 
jan responsibility cannot accept a state of affairs where the larger part of the 
world's population is on such a continuous treadmill." 


"The churches cannot abstain in this sgruggle for human dignity. They 
should put the challenge of the world scene before their members and their go- 
vernnents, They should also share generously not only to alleviate present 
hunger and disease, but also to attack the root causes of misery and malnutri- 
tion", he said, 


"The action of Christians and churches all around the world can help our 
brethren in acute human need to live a family life without the nagging fear of 
more children who cannot be properly fed. We can also help them work out, in 
faith and obedience, how responsible parenthood can be exercised." 


Help to Areas of Acute Human Need 


Approval for a massive programme of Christian assistance to areas of acute 
human need was given by the Central Committee. Dr. Robert C, Mackie, chairman 
of the WCC's Division for Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees, presented the 
report. 


The Committee called upon the churches to “act imaginatively and generously" 
both through their own missionary and service agencies, and through the inter- 
Church channels of the Council, and confirmed previous action asking them to sup-— 
port the five-year 'Freedom From Hunger! campaign of the Food and Agricultural 
Organisation of the United Nations. 


: 
The Division's programme includes three lines of action: developing compre- 

hensive demonstration projects in carefully chosen areas; extending its material 

aid programme to provide resources until the projects can be gotten underway; 

and recruiting and training Christian men and women with technical competence to 

Serve in these areas. 


Dr. Leslie E. Cooke, director of the Division, spoke to the Committee and 
Several hundred townspeople of St. Andrews and neighbouring communities present 
for the open meeting. He gave some practical examples of the type of aid envi- 
Sioned, such as the Bengal Refugee Service project in Calcutta, which will tackle 
the mammoth problem of refugees in the Calcutta area, and a planned demonstration 
Project for Chile to assist in developing better agricultural methods. He said 
that programmes begun in emergencies have been continued "throughout the long 
aftermath", Feeding programmes "have exposed the need not only to provide food 
but to tackle the causes of hunger", "The requests of the churches for inter- 
church aid have often proved to be requests for enterprises which will lift eco- 
bmic standards." Opportunities for service are provided by the emergence of new 
hations "and now claims for social and economic justice in Asia, Africa and Latin 
America", he declared. 


The Committee heard that the inter=church aid programme for projects in 
countries outside Europe has jumped from $185,000 in 1955 to $800,000 in the 
first six months of 1960, Inter-church aid in Europe amounts to $1,700,000 a 
year. The report emphasized that this work was not to be seen in isolation but 
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vas part of the whole purpose of the World Council in furthering Christian unity, 
in seeking renewal of the churches, and in strengthening them in their common 
witness to Jesus Christ as Lord". 


The work of the Division in relation to refugees and homeless people was 
highlighted in a speech by Dr. Edgar H.S. Chandler, director of the Service to 
Refugees. He said 220,000 refugees were resettled by the Council overseas in the 
past 11 years, thousands helped to find jobs and homes in their countries of asy- 
dum, and other hundreds of aged and difficult—to-resettle refugees cared for. Dr. 
Chandler pointed out that behind the large numbers reported were the many persons 
who must be cared for personally and individually. 


He reviewed the role of the churches in World Refugee Year and warned that 
the success of the Year was not without its dangers. "The impression might be 
easily gained that now the refugee problem is solved. This would be disastrous. 
There are multitudes of refugees who have not yet been helped and whose plight is 
made worse because of disappointed expectation." 


The Central Committee called on the churches to enable the Division to com- 
plete its World Refugee Year commitments and to continue its ministries to refu- 
gees and homeless peoples. "It is imperative to assure the multitudes who are 
waiting for help that they are not forgotten or forsaken by the churches but are : 
Continually held within the fellowship of prayer and service," 
| 


Ivic Votes for WCC Integration 

It was reported in another session that the Administrative Committee of the 
International llissionary Council had unanimously adopted a plan for integration 
with the World Council of Churches, Action was taken at its meeting last week 
in St. Andrews. 


It was also reported that 24 IMC member councils have indicated approval of 
integration proposals, six have the matter under consideration, and five have 
made no response, 


The plan, approved by the Administrative Committee, will now be re~submitted 
to the member councils for their final endorsement. It will become final - unless 
wetoed by six or more of these councils within the next six months. 


The World Council has also carried on a similar process with its member chur— 
Ches to get their approval for the plan. At the latest count 83 churches had 
replied positively, five negatively. The WCC has 172 mcmber churches, 

Pinal integration is expected to take place at a ceremony at the WCC's Third 


n- 


Assombly in New Delhi, India, November 18 - December 5, 1961, EPS, Geneva 


Congolese Will Direct Baptist Missions 

(New York) - When American Baptist missionaries return to the newly independent 
Congo, Congolese Christians rather than the missionaries will assume direction of 
mission, denominational officials have announced in New York. 


Congolese Christians already had taken over a number of leadership jobs, they 
reported. And while missionaries had not anticipated the recent crisis, they had 
previously arranged for nationals to assume specific responsibilities in case the 
Missionaries had to leave, EPS, Geneva 
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Patriarch Deplores Fear of Publicity 

(Athens) ~ Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras, spiritual lcader of Eastorm Ortho- 
doxy, has been quoted by an Athens newspapor as having said he is "against the 
prevailing tendency of avoiding publicity of some events which are unfavourable 
to the church", 


"The church is the people, and consequently the people must be aware of all 
events concerning church life", the Patriarch said. "The freedom of the press 
pecomes a reality ... only if those who are under censure of it do not protest 
pagainst the censure, but try to put in order the matter which is being checked," 

f EPS, Geneva 


 Hissouri Lutheran Hails Ecumenical Movement 


(Milwaukee) - A prominent theologian of the Iutheran Church Missouri Synod has 
told a meeting of that denomination's 46th Synodical Conference in Liilwaukee, 
Wise., that the ecumenical movement is one of the most significant developments 
Pt church history. 


“No professing Christian, no church or group of churches can permanently 
ignore it ... All will have to make some contribution to it, however positive 
or negative it may be", said the Rev. H.J.A. Bouman, of Concordia Theological 
peminary, ots Louis, Mo, 


He added that Lutherans were willing at any time to cnter into conversations 
concerning their faith with others under circumstances that make true testimony 
possible. The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod is not a member of the National 
Council of Churches or the World Council of Churches. 


Professor Bouman said he did not question the objectives or sincerity of 
these bodies, but that he questioned "an ecumenism that scems to encourage or 
? q 
ptolcrate side by side mutually contradictory theological emphases, and an ecu- 
a J S Pp 3 
Menism that appears to suppress religious differences by reducing Christian con-— 
fession to 4 single, umbrella type affirmation of Jesus Christ as God and Saviour". 
BPS, Geneva 


Now Restrictions on Equatoria Missionaries 


(Khartoum) - All Christian missionaries have been ordered by the governor of E- 
gQuatoria, the most southern province of the Sudan, to close down their bookshops 
fand any other business-connected enterprises they operate. 


: The move was the latest in.a long series of restrictive measures imposed on 
MMissionaries by the government in a campaign for the "complete Islamisatim of 
the Sudan". EPS, Geneva 


Congolese Document Denounces Missionaries 

(Fribourg, Switzerland) - The Congolese National Movement has issucd “secret in- 
Svructions" to its militant members to single out Christian missionaries as the 

"greatest enemy" of the people, according to KIPA, Swiss Catholic press agency. 


The agency said the document received from "an absolutely reliable source" 
Showed extreme hostility towards the missionary movement and described the Soviet 
Union as a reliable ally and friend. 


KIPA quoted the document as saying: “The greatest enemy of our initiative 
is the clergy, It has the greatest monopoly over the people. Russia must be 
employed to paralyze it. Never respect the clergy .«. scek to make life as 
miscrable as possible for it ..." EPS, Geneva 
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In Brief 


The executive committee of the 83-member World Presbyterian Alliance has 
sent a letter to its 10 member bodies in South Africa voicing “deep concern" 
over the racial turmoil and asking how the alliance might best be of service in 


the situation. 
* * 


A Protestant Episcopal clergyman from Kansas City has been named the first 
| American bishop of the Church of the Province ofSouth Africa (Anglican). He is 
| the Rev. Robert H. Mize, 53, who,during a leave of absence as director of Ste 
Francis Boys' Homes in Kansas, has been serving at the invitation of Archbishop 
Joost de Blank of Capetown as assistant on the staff of St. George's Cathedral 
in Capetown. Mr. Mize is bishop-elect of the diocese of Damaraland, an area of 
some 332,000 square miles covering the mandated territory of South Africa with a 
total population of 350,000, of whom 12,000 are Anglicans. 


We ct 


Since 1952 the number of German Evangelical foreign missionaries has in- 
creased from 499 to 942, according to recent figures released by the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (EKD). Pastor Curt Ronicke of Bethel, former director of the 
Bethel Mission, is the new president of the German Missionary Council, succeeding 
Dr. Walter Freytag of Hamburg, who died. 


ripe TRAY 


"Students and Segregation" will be one of the major topics discussed by 750 
US youth at the National Student Christian Federation meeting to be held in 


Denver, Colo. 
* * 


The Rev. Dr. B. Foster Stockwell, a missionary who for 35 years was presi- 
dent of Union Theological Seminary, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, has been elected 
Methodist Bishop of Lima, Peru, by the Central Conference of Latin America. At 
the same conference, Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri, of Bucnos Aires, a World 
Council of Churches president and the only other bishop in the Conference, was 
re-elected to his fourth four-year term. 


FSGS 


The Rev. Peter Mathews, cxecutive director of the Mindolo Beumenical Found- 
ation, Kitwe, Northern Rhodesia, will visit the United States and Canada in 
September for a two-week combined fund-raising and thank-you mission. 


ek 


Dr. Garficld Williams, 78, died on August 10 while travelling by train from 
his home in Devon to Exctor, England. ‘The former dean of the Church of England 
cathedral at Manchestcr, Dr. Williams also sorved the Student Christian Move- 
ment, taught in India and was secretary of the Missionary Council of the National 


Church Assembly. 
% * 


Grants totalling more than $1,000,000 for theological education in Africa, 
Asia and Latin Amorica have been approved by the International Missionary Coun- 
cil's Theological Education Fund. The total includes $100,000 announced earlier 
for the development of a university-level theological school in the Congo. | 
$100,000 will also go to Immanuel College (Anglican and Methodist) in Nigeria and 
$86,500 to the Association of East African Theological Collegese EPS, Geneva 
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WCC Central Committee Plans For Future 


Pot, Andrews, Scotland) — Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox church leaders, 
gathered in the university town of St, Andrews, Scotland, for the 90—member 
Central Committee meeting of the World Council of Churches, August 16-24, made 
recommendations which will have far-reaching effects on the churches as they 
Seek to express their unity in Christ. 


Dr, W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the Council, summed up the 
meeting as one of the "most productive" held since the Committee was elected in 


1954. 


Changes Proposed in WCC Basis 


A revised statement of the basis for membership in the World Council of 
Churches has been approved by the Council's policy-making Central Committee. 


The new statement will be recommended by the Committee to the Council's 
Third Assembly to be held November iv December 5, 196L,°in New Delhi, The 
Assembly is the only body which can take final action in making such a change, 
The suggested change will be circulated to all the WCC's 178 member churches in 


advance of the Assembly for their consideration, Final acceptance requires a 
two-thirds majority of the Assembly, 
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Present membership is based on acceptance of "our Lord Jesus Christ as God 
and Saviour", 


The new statement declares: "The World Council of Churches is a fellow— 
ship of churches which confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour accord-— 
ing to the Scriptures and therefore seek to fulfil together their common calling 
to the glory of the one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit." 


In accepting the new statement the Central Committee emphasized the free-— 
dom of the churches to make changes required in translating it into other 
languages. 


f It was pointed out, for instance, that the use of the word "together" fol- 
lowing the world "fulfil" in the English version of the statement is redundant 
in the German language and the word "together" would not be included in the 
Statement when it is sent to the German churches. 


The new basis was prepared by a special Central Committee sub-committee 
which has been working on its reformulation since the last Assembly of the World 
Council in 1954, 


Suggestion for a Change, asking for mention of the Scriptures, came initial- 
ly from the Church of Norway. Requests for changes also came later from the 
Orthodox churches and others, who asked that the criterion for membership should 
be brought more explicitly into line with the doctrine of the Prine, 


A statement accompanying the proposed change noted that the basis of the 
World Council "has never been thought of as a creed, nor as offering a full 
Statement of the Christian faith". I+ describes it as "functional" with its 
only purpose as saying "what holds us together in the World Council, what is 
the starting point of our conversation and the foundation of our collaboration". 


It added that the suggested expansion "does no'more than make ExpLicas 
what has all along been implicit in the present Basis, but that it meets the 
general desire to include a reference to the Scriptures and to the Three Persons 
_ of the Undivided ‘rinity and at the same time to emphasize in biblical language 
the central purpose governing the association together of the member churches 
of the World Council", 


‘ Faith and Order 


The Central Committee also took action to bring the concerns of the Commis- 
Sion on Faith and Order more centrally into the work of the World Council, It 
authorized the enlargement of Faith and Order's present executive staff from 
one to three, urged it to take a more active role in regional faith and order 
conferences and authorized it, when invited, to provide consultative services 
to merging churches, It also gave approval to a statement of the Faith and 
Order Commission's triennial meeting held in St, Andrews in early August. 


The statement declares that the unity sought "is not one of uniformity nor 
@ monolithic power structure" and that it is primarily a local unity or "one 
which brings all in each place who confess Christ Jesus as Lord into a fully 
committed fellowship with one another .,." (See also EPS No. 32) 


Intercommunion and Youth 


Divergent attitudes on the subject of intercommunion were expressed on the 
final day of the Central Committee's meeting. The subject came before the Com 
mittee when it was asked to receive the findings of the European Ecumenical Youth 
Assembly held at Lausanne, Switzerland, in July. 


i 
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| A message unanimously adopted by the 1,800 young people there called on 
churches to make more progress towards intercommunion. The message said "we 

are going home as Christians who have experienced what it means not to be able 
to become one at the Lord's Table, and who do not want to shrug off this pain 

or conceal this guilt from themselves". They demanded that their own churches 
and the World Council "work seriously toward the establishment of an increasing- 
ly inclusive intercommunion", 


Members of the committee took different viewson whether the Council could 
_ go further than a formula ostablished at the World Faith and Order conference 
in Lund, Sweden, 1952, which said that open communion services at ecumenical 
} gatherings should be held where possible on the invitation of a local church or 
churches which sanction such services. 


The WCC's Central Committee, after discussion, agreed to a resolution which 
Said it received the findings of the Lausanne Assembly “and rejoices in the 
Seriousness and enthusiasm with which the young people have addressed themselves 
to the issues of church disumion and church unity". It expressed the hope that 
the churches will "give careful attention to that part of the findings which 
deals with communion services at ecumenical gatherings", And it confirmed that 
S the present position of the XC is that laid dow in the Lund statement. 


Religious Liberty 
Another main topic on the agenda of the Central Committee was religious 
liberty. Two long reports were prepared by different commissions, 


The report of the commission dealing with "Christian Witness, Proselytism, 
and Religious Liberty" was adopted with only minor changes and sent to the 
churches, The report outlined eleven Suggested standards of practice for member 
churches, 


} These include respect for other churches and help to rise above shortcomings, 
/ recognition of the right of mature individuals to change their church allegiance, 
establishment of religious liberty for all churches and members in every land, 

- disavowal: of pressure, care in receiving members who change churches because of 

| "worldly or unworthy" motives, and help to churches which are weak rather than 

> establishment of competing missions. 


The Central Committee decided to ask the other commission dealing with the 
) basis and nature of religious liberty to work further on its statement and re~ 
vise it in the light of suggestions subnittcd, Tt decided not to submit the 
_ document to the churches at this stage, but requested the commission to report 
to the Executive Committee in June 1961. It asked that some theological issues 
) receive fuller treatment as well as difficulties presented to governments by 
the demand for religious liberty. The Committee asked for a clear statement on 
the reasons why a re-examination of the problem is necessary and also for ap- 
Plication to contemporary situations of findings reached. 
“Parenthood and Population 
After lively debate on a proposed statement on the family and planned pa- 
renthood, the Committee rejected a longer statement and confined itself to re~ 
Questing member churches to continue to examine the problems involved in ecu- 
Menical discussion. 


The Committce transmitted to member churches speeches made before it by 
Bishop Stephen F. Bayne, Jr., cxecutive officer of the Anglican Communion's 
Lambeth Conference of Bishops, and by Dr. Egbert de Vries, of the Netherlands, 
“Sm agricultural economist. (See EPS No. 33) 
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Discussion in the Committee made it apparent that Orthodox delegates did not 
share the views of many Protestant and Anglican churches on this matter. Ruse 
sian Orthodox Bishop John of San Francisco said he found nothing in the Bible 
about planned parenthood. He said "if we go the countries of Asia not taking 
the pure word of God but mixing it up with Sophistication of other kinds, I 
can't believe God will bless our work", 


"Responsible Independence" in Africa Urged 


In a message to its member churches in Africa the Central Committee called 
upon them to assist in the “orderly md peaceful transition" of new nations to 
"responsible independence", 


Adopted without dissenting vote the message urged the churches to give 
“strong support to the Unitcd Nations as well as to governments" in bringing 
this about. It regretted "those instances in which violence and apparent ir- 
responsibility, on one side or the other, have jeopardized the transition to in- 
dependence" and urged thc rights of persons, regardless of race, to share in the 
formation of their governments, (Full text of the statement is on page 8) 


It offered the WCC's services to the churches and noted the Council will 
convene a consultation Decembor 7-14 in Johannesburg, of its eight member chur 
ches in the Union of South Africa, to discuss relations with each other and 
seck an "understanding of the mcaning of the Gospel for relations between the 
races", 


The WCC's delegation to the Johannesburg meeting will be: Dr. Franklin 
Clark Fry, chairman of the Central Committee; Dr, W.A. Visser ‘4 Hooft, general 
Secretary; Dr, Wilhelm Niesel, Germany, Reformed; Mr. Charles Parlin, USA, 
Methodist; Bishop Lakdasa De Mel, Ceylon, Anglican; Sir Francis Ibiam, Nigeria, 
Presbyterian. Dr. Robert S, Bilheimer, WCC associate general secretary, will 
act as secretary to the delegation, 


Action Requested on China 


Action to "help in the creation of conditions which will permit the 650 
million people of China to share in the benefits and accept the responsibility 


common to all members of the international community" was urged in another state-— 


ment. 


The statement said certain measures “especially in relation to disarmament 


-and nuclear weapons testing, can be effectively applicd only if the people and 
government of China are in a position to contribute to their formulation and 
application", 


The brief 75-word statement did not Specifically name the People's Republic 
of China nor membership in the United Nations. It asked that study and action 
be undertaken by the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, a 
joint WCC and International Missionary Council agency. It will be referred to 


WCC member churches, 


Dr. 0,F. Nolde, CGIA director, gave a five—point explanation of the meaning 


of the statemont: 


1. The statement recognises as artificial and dangerous a situation where 


- 650 million people are isolated from the rest of the world, The danger increases 


the longer the artificiality persists. 


2. No adequate treaty on disarmament or the cessation of nuclear weapons 


_ testing is possible unless the government in effective power on tho mainland of 


a 


China is party thereto. 


Nees, 


Mate, ’ 


5. The statement implies that other governments should have diplomatic 
dealings with the government in effective power and does not imply that such 
dealings place upon that government a stamp of approval, 


4. The people of China should be in a position to share in the benefits 
and accept the responsibilities common to all members of the international com- 
munity. Both benefits and responsibilities should be stressed as important. 


5« The situation in Tibet, the border dispute with India, the ideological 


conflict between loscow and Peking about the desirability or inevitability of 
-world war - these and other factors suggest the existence of conditions which 


militate against, an immediate solution of the China problem. Nevertheless, if 
the Central Committce at this time urges action which would be helpful in the 


| creation of conditions favourable to the responsible participation of China in 


the international community, it will not only wderscore the goal to be sought 
but will also voice a sense of urgency in encouraging measures to speed its 


' achicvement,. 


* Light New Churches Join World Council 


Bight new churches wore received into the membership of the World Council 
of Churches at the annual meeting of the Central Committee, With the recognition 
of the merger of three member churches into the American Lutheran Church, the 
figure of World Council member churches - Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox - 
becomes 178, The new churches become full mombers in six months, 


Churches received include six Protestant churches in Asia and Africa, a 
newly independent Anglican church in East Africa, and the ancient Syrian Ortho- 


dox Patriarchate of Antioch and All the East, 


soa 


Protestant churches received are: The Evangelical Church of Madagascar, 


_ the London Missionary Socicty Synod in Madagascar, the Evangelical Church of 


Togo, the Sundanese Christian Church of Vest Java, the Mcthodist Church of Chana 
(subject to approval of the WCC basis and receiving full autonomy next summer) , 
and the Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea (subject to formal con- 
firmation of the basis). 


The newly autonomous Church of the Province of East Africa (Anglican) has 
five dioceses in Kenya and Tanganyika with 400 African clergy. It has a member— 


ship of 150,000 full communicants with a total Christian community of 320,000, 


The Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch and All the Kast is m ancient 
church which includes members from Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, Eastern Turkey and North 


and South Amcrica. Its membership is estimated at about 700,000, There are 


_nhearly 800,000 Syrian Orthodox in India who are already related to the Council 


through the membership of the Catholicate of the Orthodox Syrian Church of Mala- 
bar. 


The two new Protestant churches from Madagascar are now conducting convers— 


ations concerning church union, The Evangelical Church of Madagascar is an out 


growth of work started by the Paris Mission Society in 1820, It has 50,148 full 
communicants and 265,935 registered Protestants. The other church, the London 
Missionary Synod in Madagascar, is fully independent from its parent mission 


body, It has a membership of 62,000 full members and 319,000 adherents. 


The Evangelical Church of Togo started from work conducted by a German mis- 
Sion in 1820 and has been linked since World War I with the Paris Mission Society. 
It became autonomous in December 1959, It has 12,000 communicants and 40,000 


constituents. 
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The Sundanese Church in West Java, which became autonomous in 1934, is the 
outgrowth of mission work started among the Moslem population in 1862. There 
are 9,300 members. It exists in an area of twelve million Moslens, 


The Methodist Church in Ghana becomes autonomous in August 1961. The men— 
bership application came before the Central Committee now because there is to 
be no meeting of the committee before the Third Assembly in India next November. 
The church grew out of British Methodist missionary work begun in 1935, Today 
there are 51,000 full members with a constituency of 153,000. 


The Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea was organised in May 1953, 
following a secession from another Korean Presbyterian church, It has been 
closely related to the United Church of Canada, It has 191,000 members and be- 
longs to the East Asia Christian Conference and the World Presbyterian Alliance, 


The three member churches which have merged into The American Lutheran 
Church are the Evangelical Lutheran Church, the United Evmgclical Lutheran 
Church, and the American Lutheran Church. The: council of theo new church decided 
to fulfil the obligations of WCC membership and the Central Committee took note 
of the merger, and recognised the new church as a constituent member. Thus the 
Council's 172 member churches were reduced to 170, and with the addition of the 
eight other churches ‘the figure becomes 178, HPS, Geneva 


WSCF Holds General Committee Meetin in Greece 


(Salonica, Greece) — A programme of teaching and study on the life and mission 

of the church will be continued by the World Student Christian Federation wtil 
1965, according to a major decision taken by the organisation's General Committee 
in session from August 9-23 in Salonica, Greece. 


During the next three years ten regional conferences emphasizing leadership 
training and strategy for action will be held, as a follow-up of the w rld-wide 
‘Seat conference held by the WSCF in Strasbourg this July (sce EPS Nos, 28 
and 29), 


Three study commissions, on education, politics and community, reported to 
the General Committee. Whilc recommending that serious attention be given to 
defining the theological significance of education and the need for a renewal of 
_ theological education both of the clergy and the laity, the committee decided 

that major attention should go to problems of education in a technological ci- 
Vilization. A book will be prepared on the subject. 


Turning to politics, the committec sct up a new conMission directed to sti- 
mulate political thinking and action among Federation members. The General Com— 
mittee expressed its concern for the control of armaments and of efforts for 
disarmament, and commended the action of nations refusing the possession of nu- 
Clear weapons, At the same time the committee affirmed the freedom and right 
of nations to refuse to align themselves with either side in the cold war, The 
need for conversation between Christians in the East and the West was stressed, 


The General Committee rejected all forms of segregation and discrimination 
based on race and asked member movements within the WSCF to exanine their own 
Organisation patterns in order to become aware of Segregation and to work for 
its removal. A special study commission on race was sect UDe 


Turning to the Christian community, the committce said that the Christian 
fellowship on the campus must be university centred, ecumcnical and opens It 


“3 
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recommended that efforts be continued for conversation with "conservative evange- 
lical" groups and decided to send a message to Pax Romana (Roman Catholic inter- 
national student movement) expressing intcrest and joy at recent developments 
within the soman Catholic Church towards ecumenical conversation and greater 
unity. <A study commission was appointed, 


A full-time staff member will be appointed to expand and strengthen the 
WSCF's programme of ecumenical assistance, Aided by a committee of experts, he 
will explore needs and resources, both in cash and personnel, 


The Rev. Valdo Galland, associate general secrotary, was named to succeed 
iw tir. Philippe Maury, who ends his term as general secretary in a few months, The 
Rev, Philip Potter of the West Indies and now on the staff of the World Council 
of Churches, was named WSCF chairman, succeeding the Rev, D.T. Nilcs of Ceylon. 
The vice-chairmen are Father Hazin, Orthodox, of Lebanon, Professor Masao Take- 
naka of Japan, aid Mr, Burgess Carr, student from Liberia, Mr. Mavry and the 
Rev. Henry Hetland, USA, are the treasurers. EPS, Geneva 


2 


Cardinal Bea Wants "Dialogue" with Non-Catholics 

(Riedbéhringen, Germany) — Cardinal Augustin Bea, secretary of the Vatican's new 
Secretariat for Christian Unity, advocated intensified conversation between the 
Roman Catholic Church and other Christians at a meeting in late August here in 
his home town, in the Baden district. 


The cardinal said it was most important for unofficial dialogue between the 
| confessions, that had been going on before his secretariat was sct up last June, 
‘to continues He said these mectings between theologians had led to a certain 
amount of agreement and mentioned the work of the German "Una Sancta" group di- 
rected by Roman Catholic Archbishop Lorenz Jager of Paderborn, 


(The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches reported to the 
Pouncil's Central Committee at St, Andrews, Scotland, two weeks ago, that it 
hoped “informal discussions between Roman Catholic theologians and those of other 
churches which have been going on will not be Superseded by more official dis- 
cussions. At the present stage", said the WCC Executive, "it is precisely these 
informal discussions which can best contribute to renoving misunderstanding."™) 


Cardinal Bea also said that a two-way conversation could be established 
between his secretariat and the World Council of Churches on some questions con— 
Cerned with the Christian faith, but he pointed out that each member church of 
the WCC must make its own decisions independently about any closer relationships 
With the Church of Rome, 


Referring to the composition of the Vatican's unity secretariat, the Cardinal 
Said it would include at least two members from cach country where there were con- 
Siderable non-Catholic Christian communities. The aim would be to facilitate a 
two-way flow of information — on local non-Catholic groups to the Secretariat, 
and from the Secretariat tho facts about Roman Catholicism, The exchange of in- 
formation will try to prepare for later talks. "Corresponding members" will also 
be appointed to keep in touch with the Secretariat, 


According to the Swiss Roman Catholic international newsagency KIPA, the 
secretariat might be retained as a continuing body in Rome after the close of the 
Second Vatican Council, EPS, Geneva 
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James W. Wine, associate general secretary for interpretation of the Nation- 
al Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, has resigned to become special 
assistant for community relations in US Senator John Kennedy's presidential can— 
paign organisation, Mr, Kennedy said the Protestant layman will head a special 
section at the Senator's headquarters which will answer questions from the public 
raised by his membership in the Roman Catholic Church, his statements on church— 
state matters and similar issues. 


ae 


Leading German Evangelical missionaries took part in ceremonics in East 
Africa on August 28, marking the formal constitution of the Buhaya Evangelical 
Church as the independent Evangelical Church of North-West Tanganyika. The Bu- 
haya Church was founded fifty years ago with the assistance of the German Evange= 
lical Bethel Mission, 

x # 


A Papuan priest has been named as the assistant bishop in the Anglican 
diocese of New Guinea. The Rev. George Ambo will be consecrated in Brisbane, 
Australia, later in the year, according to an announcement from the Australian 
Board of Missions. The new bishop's diocese is in the Anglican Province of 


Queensland, 
HoH 


The Rev. A.E. Inbanathan has been appointed general secretary of the Bible 
Society of India and Ceylon, succeeding the late Mr. P. Mahanty. The society 
will celebrate its 150th anniversary next year. Plans are under way to issue 
for the first time translations of the Bible in the languages used in Assam, a 
north-east province of India. The Rev. Celestine Fernando is the new secretary 


of the society's Ceylon Auxiliary. 
x * 


Two new films just released by the World Council of Churches for interna- 
tional distribution were sclectedfor Showing at this year's International Filn 
Festival in kdinburgh. They are "As the Nightingale Waits for the Summer", a 
WCC production telling the Story of Russian Old Believers resettled in Brazil, 
and "Rennies Mill", a British Council of Churches film about destitute Chinese 
living in a hillside shanty town in Hong Kong. HPS, Geneva 


Document I 


Responsible Independence in Africa 


A Statement made by the Central Committee of 
the World Council of Churches, Ausust, 1960. 
ae cy Dita Se Dales nl acid 


“Believing in both frecdom’and order under the sovereignty of Christ, the 
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches takes special cognizance of 
the situation in Africa. It rejoices in the achievement of responsible independ 
ence on the part of several former colonies within the last five years, and in 
the prospect that the peoples of other territories will reach the samc goal with- 
in the near future. I+ regrets those instances in which violence and apparent 
irresponsibility, on one side or the other, have jeopardised the transition to 
independence, The Central Committee is aware of the special burdens and res- 
ponsibilities which rest upon Christians of Africa as their wuntries enter into 
new nationhood, 


a 
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Where nations are still subject to minority or foreign rule, it reaffirms 
the conviction that they must be allowed to move swiftly but with adequate pre- 
paration to a form of government in which persons of whatever racial background 
have their rightful share, 


Insofar as racial differences enter into the struggle for independence or 
the constitution of new states, the Central Committee calls attention to the 
declaration of the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches in which it 
stated "its conviction that amy form of segregation based on race, colour or 
ethnic origin is contrary to the Gospel, and is incompatible with the Christian 
doctrine of man and with the nature of the Church of Christ". The Assembly urged 
the churches within its nembership "to renounce all forms of segregation or dis- 
crimination and to work for their abolition within their own life and within so- 
ciety". The Central Committee notes with gratification that important steps in 
this direction have been made in various areas. 


The Central Committee calls on the churches to give strong support to the 
United Nations as well as the governments concerned in their efforts to insure 
that the transition to responsible independence takes place in an orderly and 
peaceful manner, 


The Central Committee takes note of the multi-racial Conference on Areas of 
Rapid ~Social Change in the Union of South Africa in December of 19593" cof athe 
inter—racial political consultation sponsored by the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs in the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland in recent 
months; of the work in ‘est Africa of the Department on the Co-operation of 
Men and Women; of the continuing ecumenical studies on the Christian responsi- 
bility in areas of rapid social change in many churches in Africa; and of the 
mission to Leopoldville sent in recent days by the International Missionary 
Council and the World Council of Churches to appraise the situation in consulta- 
tion with local leaders and to discover appropriate means of assistance by chur-— 
ches and their agencies in other lands — means now being developed on m™ emer- 
gency basis. 


The Central Committec has approved plans at its present meeting for the 
continuation of efforts towards reconciliation and financial and technical as- 
Sistance in Africa in the immediate future. It welcomes the prospect of a con= 
Sultation of the member churches in South Africa with a delogation from the 
World Council itself in December 1960. A study of "The Christian Responsibility 
in an Independent Nigeria" will begin in the immediate future. Theo Central Con- 
hittee proffers the services of the World Council of Churches to tho churches 
and national councils in Africa, including those churches admitted to membership 
at thismecting of the Central Committee, as they seek to give loadership and to 
promote self-discipline in their nations. It very much hopes that the All Africa 
Church Conference may play a significant role as the destinies of the continent 
and its respective peoples are shaped, 


Many former theories and programmes of the churches and missions in Africa 
are being altered drastically at the present timo. The Central Comittee re- 
Cognises the great contributions made by these mission and churches, under God, 
to the life and faith of the African peoples, and it prays for God's guidance 
as they redofine their policies and practices for the future. Together with all 
Christians everywhere, it shares the anguish of those churches and peoples suf- 
fering in this period of upheaval. It assures tho churches of Africa of con— 
Be uine fellowship in Christ and constant prayer for the omerging nati of 

Piety 


a 
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Document II 
Moscow Patriarch Greets WCC 


The document which follows is the full text of the message sent to the 
Central Committee meeting of the World Council of Churches at St. Andrews, Scot- 
land, by Patriarch Alexis of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox 
Church (see EPS No. 32), 


"Greetings to you, dear leaders and participants in the mecting dedicated to 
the great cause of Christian unity. May God's blessing be upon your work, and 
‘your efforts towards the end that all Christians throughout the world may "be of 
one heart and of one soul" (Acts 4:32), 


Praying continually for the "peace of the whole world" and for the uniting 
of all men under our Lord Jesus Christ, the Russian Orthodox Church is closely 
following the developments in the movement of the divided westcrn and castern 
Christians towards church unity. She looks forward with hope to the day when they 
will share in the fullness of Faith, 


And now, on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the birth of the ecuneni- 
cal movement, we give our blessing to our observors attending the present session 
of the Central Committce. We charge then fully to acquaint themselves with the 
substance of its decisions and with the spirit in which these aro taken so that 
we may be enabled to contribute towards Christian unity "till we all come in the 

punity of the faith and of the knowledge cf the Son of Cod unto a perfect union, 
unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ"! (Eph.4:13). 


Believing in the One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church, founded by our Lord 

Jesus Christ and protected by His promises, we know that many Christians, in- 
fluenced by different teachings, political differences and national hostilities, 

yand divided from each other by barricrs o2 mistrust, have separated themselves 
from each other choosing different directions at crossroads of history. Much 
time was lost before Christians began to realize their responsibility for this 
disunity and its consequences, but this finally ‘led to the rise of the ecumenical 
movement and the constitution of the WCC ard its various organisations. 


| When we look at the different stages in this movement we can compare it with 

) the stream of people who are seeking to finc a way towards the unity of the Church 
of Christ — the unity which they have lost. Thus we can only rejoice when Christ- 
ians, in the scarch for this way, come togethcr in a common effort to reach "one 
mind" in resolving questions which Separate rot only themselves but all mankind, 
By doing so, they confess the guilt of this dividcdnoss. 


We rejoice that the WC considers its most urgent task to be the achievement 
of "oneness of mind" and the co-operation betwoon the Christian Churches so as to 
Satisfy and remove the most vital necds of mankind. 


Moved by Christian love, this action gradually leads to the ground where 
Christians really come noarer to each other, realizing the strength of fellowship 
as an expression of unity in Christ, 


Love, which is ready to sacrifice, will indeed overcome nany distortions of 
the faith which have hitherto prevented Christian unity. It is hardly necessary 
to say that, in our time as never before, Christians should be unanimous not only 
in furthering the highest efforts of mankind but also in the struggle against the 
threat of destructive war. 


a 


» Moscow, July 29, 1960, 
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Despite a general longing for peace, there has nevir been on earth such an 
accumulation of weapons of mass destruction, the production of which absorbs 
man's creative forces and his riches. Thero has never before been such a real 
danger of a sudden outburst of war, 


This is why Christian oneness of mind could become a force able to lessen 


‘the present sharp division of the world, 


Py united action Christians could contribute to the abolition of nuclear 
and other kinds of deadly weapons, 


The resolution of the wost difficult problem of gencral disarmament, not to 


mention the day-to-day fight against hunger, povorty and discase, depends to a 
great extent on united Christian action, 


Calling the participants in your necting, and through them all Christians, 
%o the "unity of the Spirit in the bond of peacc" (Eph.4:3) we wish the WCC 
every success in its efforts and in its search for ways of co-opcraticn towards 
the peaceful organisation of human life and Christian unity, to the end that 


® “they all nay be onc, 


May our Lord send us new apostles who shall again enlighten the world with 
the supreme light of the truth of Christ, so that in the end the whole Christian 
world, hitherto divided, will, according to the unalterable word of the Gospel, 


»unaninously submit itself to God in Spirit and in truth; and that all be- 


lievers may reach unity of faith, togcther glorifying the Fathcr, the Son and 
the Holy Trinity, one in substance and undivided," 


Alexis, Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia 


BPS, Geneva 


Next issue of the Ecumenical Press Service will appear on 23rd September, 1960. 
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Deportation of Bishop Reeves Attacked 


(Geneva) ~ The deportation of the Rt. Rev. Ambrose Reeves, Anglican bishop of 
Johannesburg, has met with sharp opposition from church leaders and others. 


The World Council, in a statement issued within hours of receipt of reports 
here, said it would ask that a full report be prepared by its member churches in 
the Union of South Africa of the circumstances surrounding the ouster of the 60- 
year old Anglican prelate. 


It said, "We deeply regret reports received here that Bishop Reeves, who is | 
a member of the (WCC ts) Central Committee is unable to continue his work in South 
africa" , 


Bishop Reeves, long an outspoken foe of the South African government's apar 
theid policies, was deported two days after his return to Johannesburg from England 
where he had spent the last five months. The action was taken under a law that 
provides that anyone not a South African can be deported "in the public interest". 
Dr, Reeves is a British subject. 


Dr. Joost de Blank, Anglican Archbishop of Capetown, said, "I cannot prophesy 
what may happen in the future. It may be that every Christian body in South 
Africa will speak out individually to protest against any iwanifestation of relig- 


ious persecution. If every Christian spoke out fearlessly, the situation could 
be transformed overnight." 


Dr. Leslie Hewson, president of the Methodist Conference in South AL CLC ¢ 
deplored the absence of an “authoritative statement showing conclusively why Bishop 
Reeves' continued presence and work in South Africa threatened the security of the 
state. In the absence of such evidence, his deportation will be regarded by free- 


dom—loving people throughout the world as a grave attack on the right of free 
Speech," he said. 


: Other protests from South African churchmen includda request from the 

| Christian Council, which represents 27 South African churches and missions, to the 
Minister of the Interior that there be an immediate review of the government's 

} action. 


The Cape Times in Cape Town said in an editorial that “if Dr. Reeves had behaved 
subversively he should have been prosecuted". The effoct of his summary expulsion, 
fat said, would be that "within a very few weeks the legend will have grown up that 
jan Anglican bishop was expelled because he revealed the 'truth' about Sharpeville". 


In England the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Gcoffrey Francis Fisher, said he 
was "deoply sorry" that Bishop Reeves is not allowed to continue his work. 


The Bishop of Woolwich, the Rt. Rev. J.A.T. Robinson, said the action means 
}4hat “the British Government should now abandon its velvet-gloved handling of South 
[African affairs. The way in which the Bishop was treated provides one more proof 
|that we are dealing hore with a police gtate that fears +> face the truth." 


The Christian ilorld, a Congregationalist periodical also jublished in London, 
attributed the action "to a species of political insanity rather than to a love of 
tyranny for its own sake. It is a mark of the insane that they see one objective 
Clearly, but are oblivious to all the collateral facts associated with it," it said. 
"It is so in Youth Africa, where little temporary objectives are gained while there 
“seems to be no conception sf the gathering cloud of ill-will and moral condemnation 
| both within and without the Union's borders, which may one day burst in one of the 
most fatal storms of history." 


An editorial in the Church of England Newspaper struck a more moderate note. 
"The influence of the Church is not best expressed in outright condemnation of 
apartheid", it said. "“Separatism as a temp rary mcasure of policy is a defensible 
Christian opinion. It is the unbending application of scparatism and the con- 
‘ception (to all intents and purposes ) of a separated socicty as an ultimate ob- 
gective that is outside the possible range of Christian opinion. Such pressure as 
as brought to bear upon South African Opinion from outside should take account of 
@istinctions such as this." EPS, Geneva. 


All-Africa Lutheran Confcrence Hoars Unity Discussion 


(Antsirabe, Madagascar) - Delegates attending the Second All-Africa Lutheran Con- 
ference here September 8-18, were told of efforts toward establishment of a single 
utheran Church in the Cameroun and in Tanganyika in roports from those countrics. 


Registered for the conference were 119 persons from different parts of Africa 
and from Madagascar, onc Asian, and 56 from Europe and the United States. Twenty- 
Cight different African tongues Were represented auong conference participants. 


Bishop Heinrich Meyer of Ltibeck, Germany, told the conference thet Lutherans 
must be "the most ccunonically-minded denomination of all". The bishop voiced a 
desire for “greater unification of Protestant churches in the different parts of 
Africa and all over the world, If we arc scrious in what. we believe, (that is) in 
the one universal Church, then we cannot rest content with the present state of dis- 
unity anong the churches." 


The Lutheran bishop, who is chairman of the LWF Commission on World Mission, 
emphasized that this "does not mean wo aim at a Protestant copy of the Roman Catho- 
fic Church", He said “because we belicve the One Universal Church to be a gift of 
God's grace and not our own creation... we can but pray" for its "consumation and 
full revelation" when Christ returns to assert his kingship over the whole carth, 


The vice-president of the Malagasy Lutheran Church defcnded confessionaltan 
asa "true effort to clarify and state the naturc of the Gospel, the conmon under— 
Standing of which is the condition of the unity of the church", Professor Rakoto 
Andrianarijaona said that each Christian comunity "must therefore take scriously 
its own confession, being always prepared t») cede on those points which scon against 
the authontic expression %f cvangelical truth. Otherwise confessionalisn is nerely 
instrument for the division of the Church of Christ". EPS, Geneva. 
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Consultation Stresses Physical Health 


(Rome) - Concern.for "equipping a man through health and physical education for 

| Service to God and fellow man" was the major theme of a World Consultation on Health 

| and Physical Education held by the World Alliance of YMCA's in Rome, immediately 
following the Olympic Games, 


Dr. Paul M. Limbert, of Geneva, World Alliance general secretary, in a concluding 
; address told 80 delegates assembled from 18 countries, "We are concerned particular- 
}ily with helping young men stand up amid the strains of modern life and fitting them 

} to make an effective contribution in the community and the nation". 


| He noted the consultation had "insisted over and over again that this is an 
integral part of the YNCA programme, not an optional item of secondary value" and 
that"health and physical education is a channel of major importance for achieving 
the basic purposes of the YMCA..." EPS, Geneva. 


| Philippines Church Asks Full Communion With US Church 


(Manil:) ~ The two million-member Philippine Independent Church has formally reques- 


ted the establishment of full communion with the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
| United States. 


The Philippine Independent Church was formed at the turn of the century when 
almost three million Roman Catholics Seceded from Rome after their failure to per- 
‘Suade the Holy See to introduce reforns. In 1948 the Independent Church re-estab- 
lished an cpiscopate in the historic Succession through the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States. Action on the proposal is not expected before the next 
meeting of the US Church's General Convention, September, 1961. HPS, Geneva. 


| 
‘Missionaries Begin to Return to Congo 
——— RS, 


(New York, CAN eae ~ Despite the confused situation in the Congo, some of the North 
American missionaries who were evacuated have returned. As yet there is no large- 
scale movement. Nineteen Presbyterian US (Southern) missionaries re-entered the 
Congo for conferences with Congolese Christian leaders. The union faculty of the- 
Ology in Elisabethville in the Katanga area still hopes to begin its term next month, 
but transportation is a major problem, 


The Rev. Theodore L. Tucker, secretary of the Africa Committee of the National 
Council of Churches, USA, reports that the statement in EPS, No.31, based on July 
figures, was soon outdated by fast moving events in that country. The report quo- 


ted him as saying that most American Protestant missionaries were staying at their 
posts. 


"According to replies to questionnaires scent out by the Missionary Research 
Library in New York and the Africa Committee of the National Council of Churches 
(USA) of the 1,000 American Protestant missionaries in the Congo (exclusive of Ru- 
anda-Urundi) on July 1, 147 stayed on throughout the disturbances, 567 were evacu- 
ated to ncighbouring African territories or Europe, and 286 came to the USA,"he re= 
ports. US consulateofficials advised evacuation of missionary families. 


Dr. Tucker says that by August 25, well over 300 American missionaries were at 
work in the Congo and various groups were planning to return. "African churches 
have sent invitations to missionaries to return, and Ancrican mission boards along 
With British and European are planning how best to continue their work in the Congo." 


Dr. Tucker observed that many of the American Protestant missionaries in the 
Congo are women and that it is unlikely that very many of them will be returned under 


the present troubled circumstances. In Katanga, Methodist and Presbyterian men. 
aissionarics arc returning. 
S” 
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The Division of Inter-Church Aid of the World Council of Churches plans to send 
a team to the Congo to investigate relicf and other intorchurch aid needs there. 
(see EPS No.32). The Council has issued an appeal for funds to help in the troub- 
led area. 


The Congo Protestant Relief Agenc;, a unit of the Congo Protestant Council, 
has appealed for one hundred European and US doctors to help with the long-range 
Shortage of medical personnel. 


Education in the Congo has also been handicapped by the withdrawal of Protestant 
missionarics and lay Catholic teachers. Of the 106 secondary schools in the Congo, 
Roman Catholic missions operated 72, Protestants nine, and the government 25, The 
government has requested UN help in Obtaining 1,500 secondavy teachers, The Catho- 
lic missionaries in the Congo, largely European, did not leave. 


The Rev. Chester Jump, a field secretary of the Ancrican Baptist Forcign Mis- 
Sionary Socicty who recently returned from the Congo, says that need for food in 
the Katanga area is particularly desperate. He says that the number of displaced 
persons of the Baluba tribe is placod conservatively at 200,000. EPS, Genova. 


Service Will Mark Nigeriar Independence 


(Lagos, Nigoria) - A united Protestant service of thanksgiving and dedication will 
be held Sunday, October 2, at Lagos, Nigeria, in observance of Nigerian independence 
which will be formally proclaimed on October 1. 


The service will climax a month-long period of spiritual preparation in private 
and public prayers, including all-night vigils, sponsored by the Nigerian Christian 
Council. 


To draw attention to the Spread of the Gospel in the country, members of the 
Boys Brigade, a Christian Youth organization, wil. run a 75-nile relay marathon 
from Calabar, where missionarics first landed, to Lagos, theo Capital, near where 
the Gospel was first preached In vleA2 . HPS, Geneva. 


New Book Honours Dr. Visser 't Hooft 


(Geneva) - A new book of essays on the ecumenical movement has been published in 
the Netherlands in honour of the 60th birthday of Dr. W. A. Visser '+ Hooft, Dutch— 
bom general secretary of the World Council of Churches. 


The first copy of the book "Ockumene in 't Vizier" ("Focussing on the Ecumenical 
Movement") was presented to Dr. Visser 't Hooft at a birthday celebration given in 
his honour at the World Council headquarters by the organization's employees. 


Editors of the new volume are Dr. W. F. Golterman and Professor Li egAtens Waa 6 
Hoekendijk. Its twenty authors, all of whom are Dutch, include the editors and 
Such prominent Dutch church leaders as Dr. Hendrick Kramer, Dr. Egbert de Vries, 
Or, C.A.Patijn, Dr. H. Berkhof and Dr. F. F. H. J. Berkelbach an der Sprenkel, 
who has contributed an article entitled "Memories" on Dr. Visser 't Hooft's early 

days in the ecumenical nmovenent . A prominent lay leader of the Roman Catholic 
Church, Dr. H. van der Linden, has also contributed an article. Authors represent 
the Dutch Reforned, lutheran, and Congregational Churches and Re-~Reformed Churches 
in the Netherlands. HPS, Geneva. 


No Compensation To Churches For Nationalising Schools in Ceylon 


(Colombo) - Badiudin . Mahmud, minister of educétion in Ceylon, has ennowmecd that 
the governnent will not Pay any collpensation to the Christian denominations whost 


Schools are to be nationalised. The Minister of Education stated in Parliament 
that it would be "inworal" oven to make a request for compensation. 


A new bill has been drafted, according to which no churches may be built in 
future without Special peimission from the governient, and such permission cannot 
be given unless at least a thousand members of the denomination reside within half-— 
lle fron the proposed new building. Churches which arc in close proximity to 
lings of archaeological interest arc Ou bona d laadednvzn. TASH cd ee ee 


: 


, 55 - 23rd Septenber, 1960. | 5 


LWF Commission on World Missions Attacks Race Discrinination 
ONS Backs hace Discrinination 


(Bukoba, Tanganyika) - Sixty representatives of Anerican, European, African and 
Asian churches attending the annual neeting of the Lutheran World Federation's Con= 
mission on world Mission accepted "an obligation to remove from our ihe frre Dh 
vestiges of discrinination of race, culture, or nation". 


Calling for eradication of “all attitudes and practices of racial discrini- 
nation" the Commission in its first neeting in Africa urged all Lutheran churches 
everywhere to pray and work for this goal. 


In other actions the Connission agreed to contribute to an inter—confessional 
theological training progranne in Africa and announced plans for a consultation on 
theological education and Christian literature for Chinese-speaking Lutheran 
churches of south-east Asia in Hong Kong in Novenber. 


In a move described as "unprecedented" the Commission coniiended to Lutherans 
in the Caneroun particivation in a united theological faculty at Yaoundé sponsored 
by the Theological Education Fund of the International Missionary Council. If 
lutheran mission boards — US and Norwegian - working in the country decide to take 
part, the Comission will give $10,000 to the project. 


The Conmission also voted to postpone the Second All Asia Lutheran Conference 
scheduled for October 1961 in Prapat, Indonesia, until a tine yet to be deternined, 


A board of directors for the Lutheran World Broadcasting Service was appointed. 
Dr. Sigurd Aske, forner Lutheran Free Church of Norway missionary, was named direc- 
tor of the service, Ne will supervise the erection of a now 100-kilowatt radio 
Station in Addis Abba, Ethiopia. EPS, Geneva. 


Menbers of New Vatican Secretariat Naned 


(Rone, ee lai Pope John XXIII has naned ten nenbers to the new Vatican Secretari-_ 
at for Relations With Non-Ronan Catholic Christians to prepare for the forthconing 
Second Vatican Council, Augustin Cardinal Bea is the head of the seerctariat and 
* Secretary is Father J.F.M.Willebrands of the Netherlands. (See EPS Noes.52 aid 
34 


On the list are Msgr. John Carmel Heenan, archbishop of Liverpool; lisgr. 
Laurent Jager, archbishop of Paderborn, Germany; Msgr, Joseph~Marie liartin, arch- 
bishop of Rouen, France; Msgr. Francois Charriére, bishop of Lausanne, Goneva and 
Fribourg, Switzerland; Msgr. Hnoile de Snedt, Bishep cf Bruges, and Msgr. Pieter— 
Antoon Niernan, bishop of Groningen, Netherlands, Others naned are Msgr. Josef 
Hofer, ecclesiastical councillor of the Gernan Enbassy to the Holy See and lMisgr. 
Michel Maccarrone, Secretary of the Pontifical commission of historic sciences, 
Pather Charles Boyer, S.J., professor at the Gregorian College in Rome; and Father 
Janes Cunningham, of the missionaries of St. Paul the Apostle. 


The Pope also naned fifteen consultants, according to KIPA, Ronan Catholic News 
agency in Switzerland, They include Fathers Jean-Christophe Dunont and Jerone 
Hamer, both Dominicans of France; Father Gregory Baun, Augustinian, Canada; 

Father Gustav Weigel, S.J., and Father George Tavard, Franciscan, USA. EPS, Geneva 


‘New Plans for Postponed Pz -Orthodox Mecting 


(Goneva) - A nceting of Fastcrn Orthodox prelates, which had been postponed "until 
further notice" will probably be hold late in 1961, according to infornation 
received at the World Council of Churches. 


Father Enilien Tiniadis, representative to the WCC of the Ecumcnical Patriar- 
Chate of Constantinoplc, said a preparatory necting for tho Pan-Orthodox Council 
is tentatively schedulcd for Easter on the Island of Rhodes. ane Council iis to 
bring together representatives of all the Eastom Orthodox patriarchates and 
churches to discuss Christian unity. EPS, Geneva. 


Prague Peace Conference Denounces “Crusade Idealogy" 


(Praguc) - The Third Prague Peace Conference has concluded here with a strongly- 
worded message denouncing the identification of the Christian faith with anti- 
Communism as "a crusade ideology completely incompatible with the Cross of Christ". 


® The 200 theologians and church leaders, only about half of whom cane from 
Bastern European countries, called upon Christians to stop "blindly condermming one 
nother as representatives of opposing ideologics and power blocs". 


if 
4 "We shall not win peace unless wo venture to mect one another so that we can talk 
@ogether and learn to respect and love each other," they declared 

F The message urged all Christians to work for peace and the abolition of problens 


in potential trouble spots. It mentioned particularly Gcrmany, Asia and Africa. 


» Today, it said, “morc than ever the atmosphcre is poisoned by the cold war, 
which incvitably leads to lot war. 


"1 ° ; . 4 ’ ‘ . . 
‘ But instead of unanimously defending mankind against this menace, the Christian 
Churches are divided among themsclves, mainly owing to thoir false allegiance to 
secular power—blocs." 


Theme of the six-day conference (September 6-11) was "Towards an Era of Peace 


§ the Conference itself was the subject of sone Sharp attacks from Westcorn European 
Newspapers and churches. The Danish daily newspaper "Kristoligt Dagblad", Copenhagen, 
@riticised it for providing “useful theological backing for Communist pcace pro- 
aganda". It expressed concern that instead of unifying the European churches, it 
ght result in setting up "a separate bloc of Eastern European churches - a sort 

Ot Eastern ecumenical front". 


The conference was criticized in advance in a circular lctter sent by the United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Germany, Hannover, to its nenber churches. 


The letter scored what it tcormed “its lack of realisn in over sinplifying the 
hin . . . . . 
theological and political problems Con ronnie 5% 


Defense of the conference came fron two prominent West Gorman church leaders. 

re. Martin Niemoller, president of the Church of Hessen-Nassau, who delivered one of 
phe iain conference addresses, said in an interview on his return that the Prague 
eetings are important because they give the only opportunity for cncounter for church 
feaders from Eastern Europe, other than through the World Council of Churches. 


Dr. Hans-Heinrich Harms, scnior pastor of St. Michaelis Church, Hamburg, and 
ruer World Council of Churches staff nenber, Said it was a mistake to think of the 
peterence as "a sort of red ecumonical movement". Dr. Harns said the conference 


Delegates came from both East and West Germany and the USSR, Poland, Rumania, 

gary, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Australia, Brazil, Canada, Denmark, France, England, 
we Netherlands, Italy, Indonesia, India, Japan, New Zealand, Norway, Austria, 

a Sweden and the United States. EPS, Geneva. 
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Jin Briof 


The discovery of an early Christian monument on the island of Jnorges 
in the Aegean Sea has been reported by an Athens University lecturer in Byzantine 
archaeology. Mr. C. Calokyris, said excavations have uncovered 14 large columns 
and various sculptures on the site of ancient Catapoliani., 


Sie os 


More than 1600 youth (age 18-25) have registered for the Ecumenical Youth 
Conference to be held in Lower Hutt, Wellington, New Zealand, Decenber 27, 1960 - 
January 4, 1961, by the New Zealand National Council of Churches. The conference 
Will bring together young people of all the NCC's member churches, most of which 
have cancelled denominational conferences normally held at the Christmas season. 


ix. 


An organization called Madern Evangelisation Methods in Africa (MELA) has been 
formed in South Africa to carry the Gospel nessage to non-whites by means of 
recordings in their own languages. 


x * 


| World Wide Communion Sunday will be observed by Christians in more than 50 
countries on October 2, The Services will begin at sunriso in New Zealand and the 

Fiji Islands on one side of the international date line and will pass on westward 

following the sun and ending on the other side of the dateline in Alaska and the 

Aleutians, In many parts of the world they will be preceeded by a 24-hour prayer 

evigil. 

a 7 


Pope John XXIII has indicated that the Holy Sce will take part in the 1964 New 
York World's Fair "as a gesture of trotherhood". The Catholic Church was represen= — 
ted by a large pavilion at the Brussels World's Fair two years ago. 


ee oe 


Characters portraying Jesus Christ and His disciples speak Japanese in six new 
‘films being distributed in Japan by AVACO (the Audio Visual Activities Commission) 
pof the Japan National Council of Churches. Japanese sound tracks have been syn- 
‘chronized to the lip movencnts of the cast who speak English in the original Fi dns: 
which were produced by Fanily Films in the United States, Sinilar sound tracks are 
also being prepared for an additional seven filns which when completed will bring to 
783 the number of AVACO filns available with Japanese sound tracks. 


Toy re 


Father Enilion Tiniadis, representative of the Ecunenical Patriarchate of 
Constantinople to the World Council of Churches, has been naned titular Bishop ef 
Meloes, a Sec in Asia Minor, by His Holiness Athenagoras, Patriarch of Constantin 
Ople. The consecration service will take place Sunday, September 25, at the Church 
Of St. Stephen, Paris, Archbishop .thenagoras of London will preside. Bishop- 
elect Tiniadis will continue his work at the World Council, 


Pan ae 


Professor Anton Vladinirovich Kartashov, 85, one of the founders of St. Sergius 
Orthodox Theological Institute in Paris, died in Paris On September 10, A distin- 
guished historian, the Russian Orthodox professor was the first minister of cults 
in the provisional Russian governnent in 1917 and opened the representative church 
Council which restored the patriarchate of the Russian Church after a break of nearly 
two centurics. 
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The Rev. John Garrett, director of the Departnent of Information of the World 
Council of Churches since 1954, has been named principal of Canden College, Glebe, 
Sydney, Australia. He will also teach church history in the united theological 
faculty at the University of Sydney. He takes up his new duties as head of the 
Congregational theolovical college in November. M. Philippe Meury, general 


secretary of the World's Student Christian Federation, becones the new World Council 
winformation director in April 1961. 


Oe a 


S Canon Richard D. Sap, rector of Hatfield, and former general secretary of the 
"British Council of Churches (1947-1955) has been nominated by the Queen for election 
as the next Bishop of Rochester. He is a nenber of the Church of England Overseas 
Council and Council on Inter-Church Relations and has taken an active part in af- 
Yfairs of the World Council of Churches. 
i; * * 
oF ‘ 

h El Sayed Ahned Naguib Hashen, minister of education of the United frab Republic, 
yin a recent interview gave assurance that the Governnent has no intention of follow- 
ing the exanple of the adjoining provinces in the Sudan and nationalising the 


in schools. "As long as these schools observe the law", he said, 


Mo objection to then," 


"we have 
According to this law, Christian schools must be under the . 
Wirection of citizens of the United Arab Republic, which neans in practice that 
“schools arc often under the jurisdiction of Moslens. 
} x 
4 boeklot of excerpts fron unsolicited letters received by Dr. J. Robert Nelson, 
on his resignation as dean of Vanderbilt Divinity School, Nashville, Tenn., has been 
rivately printed. Dr. Nelson resigned as dean because the University's Board of 
Trust refused to reinstate expelled Negro student, the Rev. Janes M, Lawson. Dr. 
Nelson has joined the faculty of Princeton Theological Seminary. (See EPS No.24) 
s Lawson completed his work at the Boston University School of Th 


q 


eology and has 
been asSigned as a pastor of the Scott Menorial Methodist Church, a Negro con- 


_ Shelbyville, Tenn.. 


k 


a 
= 


Indonesia's first Christian newspaper Maranatha, a weekly which started pub—- 
lication in May, already has nearly 5,000 subscribers and is alining for a: total 
Of 10,000 readers by the end of this year. Content is directed to both Christian 


and non-Christian readers, Publishers are the Christian Press Agency, Diakarta. 
*K * 


» Riverside Church in New York City has established a new Fi broadcasting station 
tO serve the metropolitan area with 50 hours weekly of theological, educational and 
itural programming. Children's progranmes and progranmes for the local Spanish 
peaking audience are included in the plans. Broadcasting is expected to begin 

Carly next year. 
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special Report 


Religious Issue In US Political Campaign 


Statements and counter-statements on the religious issue in US political life 
gave been issued as the US presidential campaign goes into its final months. 


The storm centres aroundSen. John F. Kennedy, a Roman Catholic, the candidate 
af the Democratic Party. No Roman Catholic has ever been elected president of the 
iS. Both Sen. Kennedy and his Republican opponent, Vice-President Richard M,Nixon, 
lave appealed to the voters to keep the religious issue out of the caipaign. Mr. 
Nixon is a Quaker who currently attends a Methodist Church. 


One hundred prominent educators, clergymen, and civic leaders issued a state- 
Gent on religious liberty in relation to the 1960 campaign. The statement had ten 
"guide-lines" for action in the election. "We are anxious only that the voter's 
ehoice be made on truc and vital grounds and issues of the candidate's whole charac-— 
ter and record, and not solely or primarily upon the matter of religious affiliation," 
the document said. 


Signers included the Rt. Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill, Protestant Episcopal Church, 
a president of the World Council of Churches; Richard Cardinal Cushing, Roman 
gatholic Archbishop of Boston; Archbishop Iakovos of the Greck Orthodox Church of 
North and South America, also a WCC president; Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam of the 
Methodist Church; and Rabbi William F. Rosenblum. The sponsors signed "solely as 
Midividuals without reference to any official affiliation" or to political party. 


The statement said that exclusion of members of any faith from public office 
Violates the US Constitution. It also said that no religious organization should 
seek to influence or dominate public officials for its own advantage and that no 
religious group should be given special advantages by the state or be allowed to 
Use State agencies to restrict other faiths. 


It added that a candidate's faith and his affirmations of it should be viewed 
fo “their best light rather than their worst". 


Earlier another group, composed of 150 Protestant ministers, met in Washington 
D.C. and issued a statement sazving that any Roman Catholic president would be “under 
extreme pressure from the Catholic hierarchy" and might be unable to resist "the 
G@etermined efforts of his church to breach the wall of separation between church and 
State". Their statement was challenged as “blind prejudice" ty Dean John C.Bennett 
Of Union Theological Seminary and Dr. Reinhold Neibuhr, noted theologian. 


Dr. Norman Vincent Peale, well-known preacher who had been prominently identi- 
Tied as leader of the group in Washington, made a statement last week saying that 
he wished to sever connections with it completely. He said that he did not call 
the meeting of the group known as the Citizens for Religious Freedom and did not 
take part in preparation of its findings. However, he had appeared as chief 
Spokesman for the group at its conclusion. Dr. Peale was attacked from many quar—- 
ters. He told a New York Herald Tribune reporter "I was not duped - just stupid". 
The preacher said that the people had the right to choose "a Catholid, a Jew, or 
€ven somcone of no religious affiliation" and election should be on the basis of 
the man best qualified. 


Writing in Christianity and Crisis, an independent journal of Christian opinion, 
Deen Bennett spoke of two types of religious opposition to Kennedy. One is the 
type associated with "a kind of Protestant underworld", expressing itself in un- 
Signed manifestoes and stirring up undisguised hatred of Catholics. The other 
“speaks as though it were trying to be fair", renounces bigotry, but ends up laun- 
Ching “the most one-sided attack on the Roman Catholic Church, emphasizing the 
Worst in Spanish or Latin American Catholicism and interpreting Catholic teaching 
out religious freedom in the worst possible light". 
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‘What kind of a country do these Protestants want - a country in which 40 million 
Mitizens feel they are outsiders?" Dean Bernett asks. 


"World Outlook, Methodist mission magazine published in New York, in an editorial 
fating that it was speaking for itself and not the ten million Bb eee of the 
thodist Church, called eee against a candidate because of his religion." bad 
Solitics and worse religion". 


On other fronts: 


Vice-President Nixon said in a television interview that he thought it would be 
Magic for the election to be determined "primarily or even substantially on reli- 
mous grounds" and expressed the opinion that Senator Kennedy, if elected president, 
fould put the Constitution of the United States above any other consideration". He 
mieeested a “cut-off date" for expression of candidates' views on the subject in order 
fo keep the minds of voters on the issues that should decide the election. 


Senator Kennedy told a group of Protestant ministers in Houston, Texas, that he 
slieved in separation of church and state. "T do not speak for my church on public 
Matters and the church does not speak for ne." 


“Whatever issue may come before me as president - on birth control, divorce, 
snsorship, gambling, or any other matter - I will make my decision in accordance with 
Mat my conscience tells me to be the national interest, and without regard to outside 
Miigious pressures or dictates," the Democratic candidate said. 


| Opposition to the election of a Roman Catholic president was expressed by the 
General Presbytery, policy board of the Assemblies of God to which one million men- 
gers belong. They endorsed an article appear¢n¢in their denominational magazine, 

fe Pentecostal Evangel, which callcd attention to the Assemblies' fourteen-year battle 
9r religious freedom in Italy and to Protestant difficulties in Spain and Colombia. 


An independent weekly, Presbyterian Outlook, published in Richmond, Va., said the 
ation "must have the best availablo leader Weiner he be, at this case, Quaker or 
Moan Catholic", Voters were urged to select the candidate “with the soundest pro- 
samme, the highest wisdom, the character we can best trust in this hour of the world's 
regent needs." 


ma tormer National Council of Churches official, Mr. James W. Wine, now of Sen. 
mmedy's staff, announced the formation of committees in all states to fight religious 
iejudice and answer guestions about the Democratic candidate's stand on church-state 
ssues. First co-ordinator of such a state group is Mr. Francis Pickens Miller, 
fesbyterian layman and political leader. Mr. Miller is a mombér of the Central 
mmittee of the World Council of Churches. 


Father John Courtney Murray, a Roman Catholic professor of theology at Woodstock 
MOilegsc, Maryland, wrote in the Jesuit weekly, Amcrica, asking Roman Catholics to shun 
meer in response to attacks. He declared that “anti-Catholic prejudice was as 
msonously alive today as it was in 1928", In that year Alfred EH, Smith, the Demo- 
Mmeic candidate and a Roman Catholic, was defeated in a campaign in which his 
Teligion was a major issue. 


» Referring to anti-Catholicism as the "oldest American prejudice", Father Murray 
aid “now, if ever, is the time for the tradition of reason, which is the Catholic 
dition, to assert itself. Only in its assertion is there hope for some health in 
ferican politics". 
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Christian Council of Nigeria Calis for Loyalty to New Nation 


(Lagos) — A statement issued by the Christian Council of Nigeria on the attain- 
ment of that country's independence October 1 calls on all Christians "to dedi-~ 
cate themselves solemnly to the service of the Almighty in our great country and 
jhe slorious task of nation building". 


Signed by Dr. G.A, Ademola, president, and the Rev. W.J. Wood, secretary 
of the Council, the statement says that as independence has been made possible 
"by the sacrifices of devoted men and women" now the progress of the new nation 
requires of all its citizens "single-hearted devotion". 


"We, therefore, urge all Christians, by the diligent performance of their 
civic and other duties, by their industry and integrity of life in its every 
department, to take a lead in the building up of our great nation into one in 
which the will of God is done." 


On October 1 Nigeria becomes a free, independent and sovereign state within 
the Commonwealth, the statement says, and takes her place among other independent 
African states with the liberty and power “to speak for her thirty-five million 
Citizens in the great councils of the world", 
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"We the Christian Council of Nigeria are deeply grateful to Almighty God 
that our country has attained such a status", and especially that the position 
has been "achieved by orderly and peaceful processes", 


The Council invited all Christians in Nigeria to join in thanksgiving and. 
prayer between 5:30 and 6 asm. on October 1, "We believe that such prayer will 
be a means of great blessing to our new nation in the first hours of her life," 


A study of Christian responsibility in an independent Nigeria will be 
launched by the Christian Council on Independence Day. Directed by Canon S.I, 
Kale, principal of St. Andrews Training College, the study is being undertaken 
in co-operation with the World Council of Churches' rapid social change studies, 
Dr, Herbert Hogan, professor of history at La Verne College, La Verne, Calif., 
has been sent by the WCC's Department of Church and Society and the General 
Brotherhood Board of the Church of the Brethren as consultant to assist in the 
study. The study is expected to be completed by June, 1961, | EPS, Geneva 


Archbishop. Iakovos Stresses Orthodox Role in Ecumenical Movement 


(Buffalo, N.Y.) - Archbishop Iakovos, of the Greek Orthodox Church of North and 
South America, told 650 delegates to the archdiocese's fifteenth annual con- 
vention that "the Orthodox Church is by nature an ecumenical church", 


Speaking before representatives of 400 churches in the United States, Ca- 
nada and South America, the archbishop said that the Orthodox church "does not 
fear honest and constructive relationships with other churches" nor is such 
participation “coloured with preconceptions or suspicions", 


"It is important to note that the Roman Catholic Church, as well as the 
Protestant churches, have expressed themselves in an increasingly respectful 
manner toward our church, This is due in great measure to the acceptance on 
the part of the Greek Orthodox Church of its rightful role in the centre of the 
ecumenical movement", said Archbishop Iakovos, He is a president of the World 
Council of Churches, 


The Gree’: Orthodox primate said it would be a blessing “if other churches 
were as free, as open-minded, as ecumenical, as our Greek Orthodox Church". He 
said the Orthodox Church must do more than merely claim membership in the World 
Council of Churches and the National Council of Churches, USA, It "must fully 
recognise the true definition and mission of eciumenicity of the Orthodox Church 
and the resultant role we must assume". 


The archbishop proposed that the delegates give attention to establishing 
a national programme in order that across "the length and breadth of the United 
States it will be possible for Orthodox Christians to receive religious enlighten- 
ment through radio and television", A strong Greek-American press, using both 
English and Greek languages, was needed, he said, 


He called on Orthodoxy in America to have an increased devotion to monasti- 
cism and asked for more Orthodox monks, deaconesses and missionaries. He an- 
nounced that the Ecumenical Patriarchate had authorised the building of a shrine 
on Long Island, N.Y., in honour of the weeping icons (see EPS No, 25) and sug- 
gested that this shrine might become the nucleus of a centre of Orthodox spirit- 
val life in America, with a monastery, school for deaconesses, and training 
Centre for religious education and community workers, It had been suggested 
earlier that a shrine be built to house the three small icons of the Madonna 
which were obscrved shedding tears last spring. 


. 
Pat, 
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Dr, Roswell P. Barnes, of the New York office of the World Council of Chur- 
ches, told the clergy-laity congress that in the midst of growing distrust in 
the world, “Christians are coming into closer communication with one another, 
are helping each other in their needs and strengthening one another in their 
Christian witness", He said the Greek Orthodox Church has made a very signifi- 
cant contribution to the progress of the ccumenical movement “both in terms of 
a deeper understanding of the nature of the Church and God's purpose for it, and 
the. strengthening of the fellowship of Christians across the boundaries of nation, 
culture, language and tradition", EPS, Geneva 


Vatican Council ; Aims Listed 


(Vatican City) - The Second Vatican Council will not be a council of “union", 
but a council of "unity", Cardinal Giacomo Lercaro of Bologna has told an As- 
sembly on the Council meeting recently at Recoaro, italy, 


A story published in the Osservatore Romano, Vatican City newspaper, quotes 
the cardinal as saying that in keeping with the thinking of Augustin Cardinal 
Bea on the question, the Council will seek "to establish and encourage the most 
favourable conditions for the mutual comprehension and Sympathy which already 
exists and for a still greater reconciliation between the Catholic Church and 
the separated brethren, which could lead to union", 


"Certainly", he said, "the Catholic Church will not be able to make com 
promises about dogma; but for everything else, such as rites and discipline, 
she could and would want to take account of the traditions and wishes of the 
Churches desirous of unity, in particular those churches forming the World Coun- 
bil-of Churches." 


Augustin Cardinal Bea is head of the new Vatican Secretariat for Relations 
with Nen—Roman Catholic Christians, which is making preparations for the Second 
Vatican Council, 


Another issue of the Osservatore Romano carries an article saying that an 
invitation to Eastern Orthodox Churches to attend the Council would not mean that 
the Orthodox would take "an active part in the great meeting", 


Amleto Giovanni Cardinal Cicognani said such an invitation would "mean 
rather that they should take advantage of an atmosphere of undcrstanding and 
should embark on a cautious exchange of views in order to seek the road that 
leads to the heart of wity, that is to say, the See of Peter", 


The cardinal, secretary of the Sacred Congregation for the Oriental Church, 
said that the Roman Catholic Church is the "depository and custodian" of Christ-— 
ian revelation and "in no way can fall short in that Fes pong. bi baby 


Roman Catholics, he said would feel a duty of “absolutely unselfish brother- 
hood" as they worked quietly with Orthodox representatives to overcome "organi- 
sational, political and above all psychological obstacles to reunion", 

EPS, Geneva 


More Missionarics Return to Congo 


(London) - Men missionaries and single women of the British Baptist Missionary 
Society are retuming to thcir stations in the Leopoldville province area of the 
Congo. (See EPS No. 35) 


Many have been in Leopoldville awaiting return to their posts since they 
had to evacuate their stations at the beginning of the Congo disturbances. The 
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Rev. Ernest Madge, general forcign secretary of the Baptist Missionary Society, 
has been in the Congo for the past two months making a study of the situation and 
discussing future church-mission relations with Congolese church leaders and 
missionaries. 


Mr. liadge reports that men missionaries have returned to Thysville and the 
big medical training institute at Kimpense. The Congolese churches of the area 
near Stanleyville have all asked for the return of missionaries, the Society re- 
ports. 


Missionaries were evacuated from this area on the insistence of British con— 
Sular authorities. A number have already returned. Sixty-one BMS missionarics 
are in the Congo. Of the remainder many are mothers of the 42 children eva 
cuated to England or missionaries on normal furlough awaiting return. 


EPS, Geneva 


World Peace Initiatives Urged 


(Edmonton, Alta) - The United Church of Canada has been challenged to "take the 


initiative and enter into dialogue” with Christian leaders in Russia and China 
on the subject of world peace, 


Dr. E.J. Thompson, principal of St, Stephen's College, Edmonton, told the 
church's 19th biennial General Council meeting here last week that the church 
Should stay clear of politics, but that he could sce no reason why a competent 
group should not go to China and talk with the Chinese. While, he added, he did 
not know whethcr Chinese Christians would be open to such overturos, "it is the 
Christian mission to be concerned with the welfare of all maniind", 


In another address to the Council a US clergyman, Dr. John Sutherland Bon- 
nell, New York, said that pressures from world events hostile to all religions 


are "in a measure" forcing Protestantsand Roman Catholics to work more closely 
together, 


While "the ever advancing spirit of secularism, the cotroding influence of 


| materialism and the world-wide menace of Marxism" have bea advancing "on con- 


tinent aftcr continent since the second World War, Christianity has been steadi- 


ly retreating", said Dr. Bonnell, who is minister of the Fifth Avenue Presbyter= 
/ ian Church, New York. Both Protestants and Roman Catholics have discovered that 


! + a . : ‘ a 
accusations, name Calling and angry disputes" not only do not advance the cause 


)) of Christ, but radically hinder opposition to these forces, 


In other sessions, the General Cowmeil: 


Authorized the church's Board of Overseas Mission to launch a new mission 
field in South America - cither in Brazil, Ecuador or Paraguay, the final de- 
Cision to be made by the Board. 


Heard a report that of 855,000,000 contributed by church members last year 


'"for all purposes", less than $2,000,000 went for use beyond the church's om 


“programme in Canada. 
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Approved plans for a study guide outlining Anglican-United Church relations 
to be sent to all its churches, Talks have been going on between the two chur- 
ches for 15 years, but have bogged down over the questions 91f apostolic succes- 


} Sion and "what constitutes a valid ninistry" , 


Electod as moderator, noted scholar and preacher Dr, Hugh Alexander McLeod, 


| Pastor of Knox United Church, Winnipeg, Manitoba. BPS, Geneva 
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"Distorted" Reports of African Church Life Scored 


(Antsirabe, Madagascar) - Western news media have presented a picture of the 
work of the church in Africa which is "so utterly irrelevant as to be ridicu- 
lous", a noted African leader has charged. 


Films, newspapers, books and other sources have cither failed entirely to 
recognise the influence of the Church or if they have, seem to regard it as 
"quite negligible", said Dr. Christian G. Baeta, chairmn of the International 
Missionary Council and professor of theology at the University College, Legon, 
Ghana. 


The IMC leader addressed the Second All Africa Lutheran Conference spon- 
sored by the lutheran World Federation's Separtment of World Mission, September 
8-18 (see EPS No. 35), 


“Even visitors from foreign lands", he said, “while showing a keen interest 
in the present movement toward a new life all over the African continent, seem 
to be under the impression that Christian missions constitute some sort of hin- 
drance to African progress and even that they probably never should have been 
undertaken at all." 


Dr. Baeta called upon Christian bodies to take note of these "considerable 
and apparently deliberate distortions of the motivation, the historical expres- 
sions and the effects of Christian work in Africa that is going forward at the 
present time", 


The Ghana leader declared that great benefits have flowed from "the love, 
courage and self-sacrifice" of missionaries and were "in many cases the chief 
reasons why (Africans) are what they are today; able to cope with modern de- 
mands instead of being hopelessly overwhelmed by them". 


In another session the Conference's more than 150 delegates, from different 
parts of Africa and Asia and Europe, approved a statement that African churches 
"should be entrusted with full autonomy in the work of the Church, with the 
right to select their own leaders, be they African or European (Western) and to 
do so without the necessity for action to be ratified by a home board", 


While this is required, the statemcnt also recognised "that the large un- 
finished task of evangclisation requires continual use of missionary personnel 
and that the African churches earnestly desire this help". EPS, Geneva 


Dutch Churches Discuss Closer Co-operation 


(Wageningen, Netherlands) - A committee of representatives of the Gereformeerde 
(Re-Reformed) Churches in the Netherlands and the Netherlands Horvormde (Re- 
formed) Church has called for closer co-operation between the two churches at 
the local level, 


Meeting at the request of the Ecumenical Council of Churches in the Nether 
lands, the committee issued a report calling for, among other things, pulpit 
exchange, | 


The committee proposes to submit the report to both church councils and to 
seek their approval for discussion in mutual church gatherings. 


The report recognises "many and great differences" between the two chur= 
ches but asks "whether the differences are of such a nature that wnity", or pos- 
Sible steps towards unity, "must be rejected in advance". Customs and style of 
life must never be regarded as being the determining factors, it said. “Tho cri-~ 
terion must simply and solely be in the Bible." 
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While observing that the larger questions of unity are not "wholly realis- 
able without further consideration", the committee suggested practical steps to 
demonstrate unity in local situations, Among these are careful use of pulpit 
exchange, with a suggestion that this could be done cither on special days in 
the Christian calendar or at regular intervals such as once a month. On such 
occasions ministers would be obliged "to confine themselves to the preaching of 
the Gospel within the confession of faith in force in both churches", 

HPS, Geneva 


Indonesian Christians in Philippines 

(Cotabato, Philippines) - There are an estimated 6,000 Indonesian Christians in 
the southern Philippines, who are in dire need of literature and leadership, ac- 
cording to a survey recently made by the Orient Crusades, a missions group with 
headquarters in Manila. 


In an interview reported by FENS (Far East News Service), the Rev. Basil 
Costerisan, a Crusades official, said that on a recent trip there hoe was “over- 
whelmed" by the greetings he received and that one old Indonesian leader told 
him: "For thirteen years we have prayed for a shepherd and now a shepherd has 
come," 


The Indonesians, who came from northern Indonesia, are reported living for 
the most part in the Sarangani Bay areas. Mr. Costerisan said most have adapted 
themselves to the Filipino culture "to a degree", although they still speak their 
own language, as well as Filipino dialects. He said most of them have Bibles or 
hymnals, but urgently need other materials. HPS, Geneva 


Number of People Leaving the Church in the DDR Remains High 
SN gr pe are eer eet Ltt th 

(Stuttgart) - Statistics published in the Deutschen Pfarrerblatt here show that 
the number of people leaving the church in Fastorn Germany remains high, but has 
not risen in relation to previous years despite increasing anti-church propa- 
ganda, 


In Halle/Saale, for instance, the figure for last year amounted to Le 3o.0f 
the mainly Evangelical population. Young people account for the bulk of this 
figure: 48.5% of those leaving tho church were under 30, 36.80 between 30 and 
DO, and 14.77 over 50, 


According to the German publication, the reasons for leaving vary widely, 
The most important is that state and party officials are compelled to leave the 
Church. The influence of atheism, as an intellectual approach, is considcrable, 
but more often the motive for leaving is simply lack of interest. Some peonle 
leave for tactical reasons but thcse often continue paying church taxes while 
their children attend church=sponsored kindergartons and religious education 
Classes. EPS, Geneva 


Students Say Asian Churches "Too Westorn" 

LL LRP eens ne ate on te Seances 

(Geneva) - A group of Asian post-graduatc students has called upon the Church in 
Asia “to libcrate itself from everything that prevents a truly Asian expression 
of its witness", The students came from various European universities. 


rihere is a justifiable feeling that the Church in the East has been so con= 
formed to the Western pattern that it is not at home in Asia" they said, To 
“achieve its essential Asian character, it must put "total dependence on Christ 
its Master and (work for) a true interdependence" with the churches in the West, 


rr. 
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The statement was issucd by 22 post-graduate students from Australia, Ccylon, 
Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, the Philippines and Singapore, They 
attended the first Asian Students Forum, held Septembcr 17-23 under auspices of 
the Department on the Laity of the Jorld Council of Churches, at the John Knox 
House, a Presbyterian student centre in Geneva, Switzcrland. 


The statement confirmed “our unity in Christ", but although Asia is gene- 
rally viewed as one geographical unity, "there is a great diversity of cultural, 
political and social background and historical heritage. The whole of asia is 
in a stage of experimentation in a desperate attempt to find out what the right 
and suitable road is", they said, In this situation "the Church can make its 
witness... only if it refuses to be an isolated minority ... (and becomes) a 
creative minority". 


During the forum a scparate meeting took place between the three Japanese 
and five Korean students, to talk over "the misunderstandings" between the two 
countries. In a statement issued after their meeting they defined their future 
task as "developing a greater understanding of each other™ and suggested this 
could be done through more communications between individuals, exchanges of re- 
ports about their work and exchanges of theologians, missionaries, students, 
and other Christian workers. 


The Korean and Japanese students summed up the quality of their talks in a 
concluding paragraph. “We became good friends", it said, "the meeting meant 
much to us, not because we solved our problems, but because ... we were together. 
We were left with the fecling that this mecting forms part of a new hope for to- 
morrow," . 


Theme of the forum was “Call to Be a Creative Minority". The first for 
Asian students, it was organised at the request of the East Asian Christian Con- 
ference, Two similar forums had been held carlier for African students studying 
in Europe. BPS, Geneva 


Bishop Reeves Sees Deportation as Unif 


(London) — The Rt. Rev. Ambrose Reeves believes that his deportation by the 
South African government "will lead to a greater understanding between church 
people of different racial origin Gin South Africa), and will draw them closer to 
one another", 


The Anglican Bishop of Johannesburg, writing in the Church Times, a Church 
of England newspaper, said “it might be thought that church people would be in- 
timidated by such an action, but this is far from being the casc". 


He said the response to the action indicates that many church people “are 
fully aware of the grave issues raiscd" and that their "shock" will mean "an in- 
crease in their efforts to make the actual Church in South Africa approximate 
more closely to that pattcrm of corporate life which: God intends His Church to 
exhibit", 


Bishop Reeves, who has been an outspoken opponent of South African apartheid 
policies, was deported by the government “in the public interest" two days after 
his return to Johannesburg from a five-month visit to England. (See EPS No. 35) 

EPS, Geneva 
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UN Delegates Receive CCIA Memorandun 


EE ST LE TD 


(New York) - The 800 representatives to the 15th session of the United Nations 
General Assembly have recvived a detailed memorandum from the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs. It sets forth position of the COTA and its 
parent bodies, the Intcrnational Missionary Council and the World Council of 
Churches, on such UN agenda items as disarmament, cessation of testing, economic 
and tcchnical assistance, current problems in Africa, and East-West tension. 


Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, CCIA director, transmitted the mcmorandum to heads 
of state, foreign ministcrs, and delegates to the Assembly, with a letter saying 
that in many churches special prayors will be offered and special studies under- 
taken during the period the Assembly is in session. 


The memorandum calls attention to the message addressed to churches in South 
Africa by the recent Central Committee mecting of the World Council of Churches 
at St. Andrews (see EPS No. 34). It rejoiced “in the achievement of responsible 
independence" on the part of so many former colonies but deplored instances where 
"violence and apparent irresponsibility, on one side or the othcr, have jeopar-— 
dized tho transition to independence". 


The CCIA also calls on the United Nations to break the disarmament deadlock 
and "to give clear and wimistakable directives on an cquitable starting poinu) ae 
for disarmament or at least for negotiations. HPS, Geneva 


ineerier 


A consultation on "The Hindu View of Man" will be held October 10-15, at 
Nagpur, India, under auspices of the World Council of Churches, the International 
‘Missionary Council and the East Asia Christian Council. Both Hindus and Indian 
Christians will participatc. Discussion will be based on six advance study pa- 
pers, four presenting the Hindu view and two the Christian view. The consult- 
ation is part of a serics on "The Word of God and the Living Faiths of Men". 
Similar consultatims are schcduled later in Burma and Hong Kong. A first was 
held in July of this year in Jcrusalen, 


"x 


Queen Elizabeth will address the special sitting of the Gencral Assembly of 
the Church of Scotland when it meets in Edinburgh October 10-11 to mark the fourth 
centenary of the Reformation in Scotland. The Queen will be the first reigning 
monarch to attond an Assembly since James VI of Scotland (1566-1625), About 60 
delegates from member churches of the World Presbyterian Alliance and represent- 
atives of the World Council of Churches and the Intcrnational Missionary Council 
are expected to attend the opening service. 


Ta Atay 


Applications for World Council of Churches fellowships for the academic 
year 1961-1962 must be reccived at WCC headquarters, Geneva, Switzerland, not 
later than November 30. Applications for the academic year 1962-1963 can be 
submitted through the end of March, 1961. Three to four fellowships are granted 
each year, primarily to younger theological professors or-advanced students 
‘wanting to do further study abroad. The programue is in addition to the WCC's 
scholarship programme through which 135 students from 31 countries studied in ll 
countries other than their own during the academic year 1959-1960, EPS, Genova 
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Special Report 
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Six Continents Represented at WCCts Graduate School 


(Geneva) —- Forty-three students from six continents and ten confessional groups 
are enrolled in the ninth session of the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies 
at Bossey, Switzerland. 


The school is conducted under the auspices of the Ecumenical Institute of 
the World Council of Churches in association with the Faculty of Theology of 
the University of Geneva. It runs from October 1 to February 15 each year and 
the curriculum is centred arowmd the study of Christian unity. 


The special subject of general study this year will be "The Witness of the 
Church in a Non-Christian and Post—Christian ‘orld", The analysis of the non- 
Christian world will deal with India and Hinduism. This will be followed by a 
study on "Church and Mission". 


The Rev. Francis House, associate general secretary of the World Council 
of Vhurches, preaching at the Opening service for the school, told the new stu- 
dents they are participating "in the largest and geographically the most repre- 
Sentative graduate school since its founding eight years ago". 
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"Our fellowship here does not depend upon personal feelings or similarity 
of religions, experience or agreement on theological systems, but upon the ob- 
jective facts, the immutable realities of God's being and of His purpose in Christ 
to gather into one His children who are scattered abroad", he said. 


Mr. House reminded the students that “it is in the name of Christ alone that 
you have been called together from so many races, cultures and confessions" and 
that only through His Spirit could the barriers dividing them be overcome, 


Mr. House expressed the hope that grace would be given to the students to 
“lear from one another,"Anglicans from Baptists, Lutherans from Orthodox, Old 
Catholics from Disciples - and so on around the whole gamut of confessions re- 
presented here - to the deepening of your own faith, and the clearer manifest- 
Mtion of your unity in Christ". 


The students also heard from Dr. WJ.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of 
the World Council of Churches; Rector Eric Martin of the University of Geneva; 
Dr. H.H. Wolf, director of the Ecumenical Institute; and Mr. Henry Makulu, as- 
sistant director of the Institute and the first African to serve on the staff 
there. 


Dr, Wolf told the students of the expectations that they would work not only 
for new knowledge and insights for themselves but for the renewal of the churches 
from which they come and for a "new vision of the renewed Church which would 
bring common witness in the world today". 


African students from Cameroun, Ghana, South Africa and Gabon were specially 
challenged by Mr. Makulu to seek new insights and zeal to help the church in 
Africa take a responsible role in nation-building there. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft said that although the ecumenical movement is still 
young, it is often written and talked about as though it had existed for many 
years. The period since 1948 when the Council was formed or even since 1910 
when the movement towards Christian unity received its impetus "is a very short 
time", 


"The ecumenical movement is a young plant that needs lots of attention", he 
said. "It is a young movement that needs pioneers. The pioneering stage is far 
from over." 


Dr, Visser 't Hooft said it would be dangerous to assume that there had been 
a real shift from the scattering forces to the gathering forces in the life of 
the church. These disruptive forces, he said, had installed themselves over a 
period of centuries and could not easily be overcome. He spoke of ignorance and 
self-satisfaction that puts nation, class or race before "loyalty to the Lord 
Jesus Christ", 


He urged the need for “knowledge and patient listening to each other" and 
said that “our job is not impossible because we are co-workers with the Lord Hin- 
self in the gathering of the Church". EPS, Geneva 


WCC Team Arrives in Congo 


(Leopoldville) ~ A two-man team representing the Division of Inter-Church Aid 

and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches has arrived in the 

Congo to appraise needs there. Inspector H. Witschi, an official of the Evang- 
6lical Missionary Society of Bascl (Basel Mission), and the Rev. Ileinrich Hell- | 
stern, director of Swiss HEKS, inter-—church aid and relief agency of the Swiss 
churches, are spending three weeks conferring with church and mission leaders. 
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First reports from the Swiss churchmen indicate that more secondary schools 
and more. technical training are the priority needs in the country... Most of the 
non—-Belgian men missionaries as well as doctors and teachers are returning, 
they say. The team is meeting with officials of the Congo : rotestant Relief 
Agency, a body set up by the Congo Protestant Council. EPS, Geneva 


Jesuit Rules Out Church Control Over US President 


(Washington, Diy ste enen prominent Jesuit theologian has told an audience in 
Washington, D.C., that the Roman Catholic Church would not attempt to interfere 
in the political activities of a Roman Catholic US. president, nor would a Ca- 
tholic president be bound by Catholic morality in deciding public issues. 


The Rev. Gustave Weigel, an authority on church-state relations, said that 
there is an important distinction between the law of the church and the secular 
Jaw and that because of this an elected official has, in effect, "a double life", : 
In private life he worshi-s as he pleases, he said, but in public life, "he is 
aman of the law which is framed for practical purposes and canonizes no phi- 
losophy or theology". 


Father Jeigel said a confessor's scorvice to a Catholic president "would be 
exclusively private, moral and religious" and that a confessor “has no compe=- 
tence in political matters, which belong not to the order of morality but to 
the order of law", 


As for "the interference of the bishops or the Pope", he said, “it can be 
said without hesitation that there would be none of it. The Pope does not med- 


» dle with the political activity of (Roman Catholics) Adenauer or de Gaulle, nor 
® would either man permit it." 


Father ‘ieigel, who is professor at ‘oodstock College, a Jesuit theological 
Seminary near Baltimore, said that while a Catholic official would approach his 
task with a Catholic conscience, just as a Protestant would with a Protestant 
conscience, he would not be a moral philosopher or teacher and "it would be 
immoral for hia to impose on the community what he thinks is immoral". His 
: Speech was part of a lecture series at the Shrine of the Most Blessed Sacrament 
in the nation's capital. The Democratic candidate for the US presidency is 
Senator John F, Kennedy, a RomenCatholic (see EPS No. 35). BPS, Geneva 


) Tribute Paid to Dr. John Baillie 


(Geneva) — Tribute to the late Dr. John Baillie as “one of the most trusted and 
influential leaders of the ecumenical movement" has been paid by Dr. W.A. Visser 
't Hooft, general secretary of the Jorld Council of Churches. 


The Very Rev. John Baillic, who died in Edinburgh on September 29 after a 
dong illness, was a president of the Yorld Council. He was 74. In 1943-44 he 
was the moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland (Presbyter- 
ian), the highest honour which that church can bestow. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft said Dr. Baillie “will be rememberod as a leader whose 
Clear judgement often had decisive influence in the life of the World Council’. 


He recalled that Dr. Baillie had been scheduled to deliver the message at the i 
) thanksgiving service in August at St. Giles Cathedral, Edinburgh, commemorating 

the 50th anniversary of the 1910 World Missionary Conference. 
= | 
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Because of illness Dr. Baillie was unable to attend, but Dr. Visser 't Hooft 
delivered a message based on notes prepared by Dr. Baillie, Thus, he said, "his 
last message was passed on to the large congregation composed of men and women 
of many churches and comtrics", Dr. Baillie had been present as a steward at 
the 1910 Conference. 


Dr. John Baillie, C.H,. (Companion of Honour), was professor of Divinity at 

the University of Edinburgh from 1934 until his retirement in 1956. From 1950 

to 1956 he was principal of New College and dean of the Faculty of Divinity at 
pthe University. He was elected one of the six presidents of the World Council in 
1954. EPS, Geneva 


Increased Demands for Spiritual Healine Cited 


(Philadelphia, Pa.) — An increasing demand from church lay men and wmen for spi- 
ritual healing and for pastors with some clinical knowledge of group therapy has 
been reported by speakers at the Intcrmational Confercnce on Spiritual Healing, 
meeting in Philadelphia, 


They also stressed the necessity for increased iutual respect and co-operation 
among physicians, psychiatrists, psychologists and ministers in treating illnesses 
and emotional tensions. 


The Rev. Leopold Bernhard, of Chicago, chairman of the Commission on Healing, 
United Lutheran Yhurch in America, said that doctors who were once "pretty hard- 
boiled about rcligion" are now coming round to believing in the miracle of 
‘Prayer, or at least to an understanding that a patient has Spiritual necds. 


Nore than 775 persons, including 85 clergy, 16 nurses and 13 physicians and 
psychiatrists from 18 denominations in the US, Canada, and four overseas coun- 
tries attended the meeting sponsored by the Order of St. Luke the Physician, a 
non—monastic Protestant “piscopal order dedicated to the ministry of spiritual 
‘healing. BPS, Geneva 


+ 


Free Churches Reject Commission Plan 
London) - The Free Church Federal Council has announced it has decided not to 
weet up a commission to examine the differences between its four member churches. 


The decision was taken when it was reported the Congregationalists were un- 
Willing to serve on such a commission because they felt it would bo an alterna- 
tive to taking practical steps towards union, 


The Rev. Howard Stanley, secretary of the Congregational Union, said that 
™no onc would be more pleascd than the Congregationalists" to work with the Com- 
Mission if it wore working for union, but that "the denominations would not have 
approved a commission if thoy had thought it was a move in this direction", 


He said the Congregationalists thoucht it was more important to study pos- 
Sible union of the Free Churches with the Church of England. 


; Plans for the commission had been approved by the hethodists, Baptists and . 
the English Presbyterian Church. However, they decided not to go ahead without 
Congregational participation, 


a The issue has now been referred to an executive comuittco which will consult 
a Special committee representing the four denominations, and present a report to 
He next Free Churches Congress in April. A Free Church Union would have a mem att 


‘bership of more than 1,500,000 persons. EPS, Geneva 
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Discrimination Seen Affecting African Students! Faith 

a ae ar LO OR oe are er oot are eto 

(London) —-Two out of every three African Christian students who come to England 
to study return home agnostics, a West African Anglican priest has reported, 


The Rev. J.B. Arthur said the African youth become embittcred because of 
their experiences with racial discrimination and turn away from the Church. The 
Church is loosing "an unparalleled opportunity for evangelism" because of thes 
he told the Accra Diocesan Association in London. BPS, Geneva 


Canadian Government Asked to Give Birth Control Information 


(Edmonton, Alba) = The 19th General Council of the United Church of Canada has 
asked the Canadian government to provide birth control information to nations re- 
questing it, 


The Counsil termed the population explosion "the most neglected social issue 
of our time" and stressed that responsibility for family planning has been “laid 
by God upon the consciences of parents everywhere", 


The Council also urged the enactment of laws which would require premarital 
health examinations and called upon the church's Clergymen to counsel couples on 
the spacing and number of children, 


However, it refused to approve a recommendation that the church petition. the 
government to raise the legal age of marriage. It said it felt it had no right 
to call for legislation which would limit the freedom of non—members. 


In another resolution the Council reaffirmed its stand favouring the recog- 
nition of Comiunist China by Canada and its admission into the United Nations. 
EPS, Geneva 


New Book Analyses Refugee Integration in USA 


(New York) - The first professional study of the assimilation of refugees in the 
United States has been published by the National Council of Churches, 


Titled “Homeless No Hore", the book is based on an examination of 104 cases 
chosen from the files on 113,000 persons resettled by Church World Service, the 
NCC's refugee relief and rchabilitation wing. Its authors are Sonia Grodka and 
Gerhard Hennes, staff members of the CWS Department of Immigration Services. 


The report analyses the factors governing the integration of refugees in- 
Cluding nationality, family and friends, employment, knowledge of English, edu- 
cation and religion. It also provides data from 207 US Sponsors on the inte- 
gration process. 


A section on travel loans shows that in one year alone a total of $532,000, 
representing an average of $133 per case of 4,000 cases,was repaid by refugees. 


“If one assumes that such a repayment rate was not possible unless the annual 
family income is at least ~35,000", the authors observe, "the contribution of 
these cases to the national income must be estimated at bl2,000,000."" Working 
from these figures, they cstimate the contribution to the national income of the 
995,000 familics resettled by CWS in the last 12 years was "no less than 
$165,000,000" in 1959, | 


The number of return cases, among the 113,000 resettled, is estimated at 500 
Persons, Reasons given are cmotional maladjustment, cconomic pressure, homesick- 
ness, family separation and chronic problem cases. 
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The book also documents the kinds of assistance provided to the newcomer, 
including housing and furniture, food and clothing, financial and educational 
aid and personal counselling. 


It reports an evaluation by sponsors of the community's adjustment to the 
newcomers which shows 52.9 per cent did "very well” and only 0.9 per cent did 


"inadequately". EPS, Geneva 


Religious Instruction Abolished in Polish Schools 


(Warsaw) - Religious instruction will be abolished in about 5,000 Polish schools 
during the current school year. The policy was revealod in a statement made by 
Frau Maria Jezierska, general secretary of the Polish Association for Secular 
schools, in an interview for the independent Cracow daily Dziennik Polski. 


The aim of the association, Frau Jezierska said, was not to limit secula- 
risation of schools to banning religious instruction from the school premises, 
but to eliminate church influence from social and ethical life and replace it 
by secular concerns, 


According to an article in Trybuma Ludu, official Warsaw communist paper, 
the Association for Secular Schools has at present 15 branches in Poland, with 
nearly 100,000 members. During the first five months of 1960 it organised over 
2,000 lectures which were attended by 150,000 people. It has also established 
"Parents Universities" to raise the adult educational level. EPS, Geneva 


Ten Nillion Guilders for Church Buildines in the Netherlands 


(The Hague) - Dutch church members have given approximately 10 million guilders 

over $2,500,000) in the past year for the building of new churches in recently 
constructed residential districts, The General Synod of tho Dutch Reformed 
Church organised a collection in September of last year. 


The action closed on September 25 with thankssiving services in all Re- 
formed churches, at which the amount collected was announced. Statistics show 
that many church members responded to the original request to give one-half per 
cent of their annual income, Fifty-four out of the urgently needed 160 churches 
Will be completed within the next year, BPS, Geneva 


‘Minister of Intcrior Refuses to Re~Admit Bisho 


(Johannesburg) - Permission for Dr. Ambrose Reeves, Anglican Bishop of Johannes~ 
pburg, to roturn to the Union of South Africa for a Special conférence called by 
the World Council of Churches has been denied. (See EPS Nos, 35 and 36) ‘The 
pgovernment's minister of the intcrior has informed the lModoremen (ruling body) 
»of the Nederduitse Gereformocerde Kerk that ho is not prepared to give a reason 
‘for the recent deportation of the bishop or. to lift the ban in order to allow 
him to attend a meeting of the WCC's eight member churches in South Africa, 
Scheduled for December, 


» Two days after the deportation of Dr. Reeves, Dr. F.O. Geldenhuys of the 
Nederduits Gereformeerde Kerk van Transvaal intervicwed the minister who replicd 
that such an action was taken very scldom and then ouly when the minister was 
convinced that it was "in the public interest", He said he was aot prepared to 
peive explicit reasons for the deportation. On September 22 1a deputation con- 
isting of Dr. Geldenhuys and the Rev. C.F.B. Naude, a member of the committee 
preparing for the WCC confcrence, visitcd the minister to ask that Dr. Reeves be 
itlowed to return temporarily for the conference, 
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The minister of the interior wrote a letter in which he said that "Bishop 
Reeves is a representative of one church in South Africa, and this church has 
Many persons who could state its views at such a.conference, And there is 
nothing to prevent Bishop Reeves from stating his vicws in writing on the matters 
that would be discussed ... I was therefore not prepared to consider permitting 


him to visit the Union tomporarily for this purpose." EPS, Goneva 
In Brief 
r Art objects made at the Reformed religious community of Taizé (France) 


Gre amongst the exhibits shown at the exhibition of contemporary religious art at 
Zofingue (Switzorland) , October 1-23, ifembers of the sponsoring committce are 
Professor Henri d'Espine, president of the Council of the Federation of Swiss 
Protestant Churches, Msgr. von Streng, Bishop of Basel and Lugano, and the Rev. 


moger Schiitz, Prior of Taizé. 
* * 


Miss Jaqueline Wttewaal van Stoetwegen, of the Netherlands, associate gcnoral 
Becretary of the World YWCA in Geneva for the past eight years, has. retired. 
Miss van Stoetwegen is returning to the Netherlands whcre she will make a home 
for the five orphaned children of Dr, and Mrs. Ulrich van Beyma, Dr. van Beyma, 
jn executive of the Division of Inter-Church Aid of the World Council of Chur- 
Phes, and his wife were killed in a motor accident last March, 


x *% 


The strategy of Asian churches in evangelism and service will be surveyed 
by 40 representatives from India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon at a meeting October 
13-19 to be held near Bombay, India, under the auspices of the East Asia Christian 
Conference, An announcement says they will examine “whether in fact the Christian 
Strategy Asian churches have inherited from their missionary parents is the best 
for their task in these changed times", 


eo 
wx 


% 


The Executive Committee of the Australian Council of Churches has sent 
€reetings to the Christian Council of Nigeria on the occasion of Nigeria reaching 
Mthe cherished goal of independence" on October 1, It -said it looks to inde- 
Pendent Nigeria as “a beacon of hope shining through the darkness of racialism 


om Africa". 
x 


Dr. Hendrik Kraemer of the Netherlands, first director of the Ecumenical 
Mastitute at Bossey, Switzcrland, is on a two-month visit to Japan to hold con- 
ferences with Christian and Ee ere leaders. He will attend a conference 
October 11-14 sponsored by the Institute on the Mission of the Church of the 
URited Church of Christ in Japan (the Kyodan). 


x % 


A ten-year plan for-a massive assmlt by US churches on the bad living and 
Orking conditions of migrant farm labourers will bce launched at a national 
Study conference, November 16-18, sponsored by the National Council of Churches, 
he onference will mark the AOth anniversary of the churches! work for migrant 
Orkers. EPS, Geneva 


te * 
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A Special Report 


The Tent on the Frontier: Billy Graham in Berlin 
(Berlin) — At the end of September tens of thousands of people frou East and 
West Berlin streamed into the largest tent ever pitched in West Berlin, just 
900 yards from the frontier of the divided city. They went to hear Billy Graham, 
American evangelist, He had already held successful week-long meetings in Esson 
and Hamburg. Here in Berlin the evangelistic "crusade" became the centre of a 
political dispute. 


/ 


Authorities in East Berlin soon raised objections to the crowds which cross- 
ed the fronticr to hear him, "For the sake of maintaining order and security" 
they demanded that the tent be removed from the Platz der Republik, and des- 
Cribed the Graham campaign as a provocation for which the authorities in West 
Berlin would have to bear the consequences. 


In West Berlin, however, the authorities indicated that they had no intention 
ef yielding to such demands. "Billy Greham can preach in Berlin as often as he 
dikes, and as long as he likes", they replied, “If a lot of people from Hast 
Berlin come to hear him and that makes the Communists nervous, that is their own 
affair, The monstrous fact that they describe a religious mecting as a 'provo- 
Cation’ shows that the Communists in East Berlin describe everything as a 'pro- 
vocation' which is an expression of freedom and humanity." 


The Communist authorities also tried in another way to prevent the people of 

Hast Berlin from attending the meetings. They established strict controls and 

Closed the gates over the frontier, The methods they employed caused the Protest- 
ant church leaders of Berlin-Brandenburg to send a telegram of protest to Otto 
Grotewohl, president of the DDR, The church loaders accuse the members of the 
Bast German police of name-calling and of "mocking at Christian citizens on ac- 
Count of their Christian faith" and of blaspheming against God and against Jesus 
in a way ‘which has never been heard in Germany except under the Nazi regime", 

The controversy in the East Gorman press grew more heated and culminated in the 
Statement in the East Berlin paper Neue Zeit that the church leaders in Berlin 
were supporting Graham's "anti-Communist campaigns" under the camouflage of re- 
ligion. 

Most of the press of Vestorn Germany and ‘ticst Berlin wrote approvingly of 
Silly Graham's campaign, Dic ‘elt, published in Hamburg, commented: "Billy 
Graham, this clever, modern man who bclongs to the age of the 'Sputniks! and 
‘iuniks', doesn't say much. He is not an innovator, a ranter, a ‘Mr, Know-all', 
He does not noke polemical statements about the churches, the confessions or 
the sects, He simply describes afresh the essentials of the Christian faith, in 
Simple words and phrases which everyone understands, Hard, terse and clear, he 
ts like 'God's machine gun'. His message attacks point-blank like a weapon." 


Bishop Otto Dibelius, of Berlin-Brandenburg, was away on holiday during the 
Campaign, but he sent a message of greoting to Billy Graham, whom he had met in 
Germany and in America, welcoming him as the bearer of the pure message of the 
New Testament. “It does us all good to hear this message again", wrote Bishop 
Dibelius, "in the way that you give it: forcefully, concentrating on the es- 
Sential, and demanding that decision without which no one can be a Christian," 

. 3 BPS, Geneva 
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Trade Unions and Churches Seen Having Similar Failings 


(Manchester) — Increased exchange of ideas between unions and churches is ad-= 
vocated in a report just published in Manchester, England. The report is a re- 
sult of discussions between trade union leaders and chaplains in a Manchester 
organisation for church-factory contacts called "Christianity in Industry". 


Five points of similarity between churches and trade unions are listed 
They are: the problems of adaptation to the modern world; large popular member- 
ships most of which are nominal; leaders out of touch with the rank and file; 


a tendency to splinter and also to amalgamation; and members who do not practice 
what they preach. 


The report, published with a grant from the Sir Stafford Cripps Memorial 
Trust, says that each of the organisations has much to learn from the other. 
The churches, it says, have a special task to keep before trade unions a sense 
of purpose in life while the trade unions must keep before the churches a sense 
of social righteousness and priority of fair dealing in human relationships. 


The trade unionists agreed that they needed to rethink their position in 
the light of the more affluent and democratic society of today, but held that 
there is a tendency of churches to be dominated by their wealthier members. 

They said they found in the churches a failure to realize how much real poverty 
there still is, and how much insecurity about the future. The churchmen, on the 


Other hand, said they felt that the trade unionists underestimated the depth of 
Christian teaching about brotherhood. 


a 


° 


No. 38 - 14th October, 1960 2 


The study concluded that trade unions should be less prejudiced against 
churches, but churches should set a better example of unity among themselves and 
help their members to be more unbiased in approach to industrial disputes. 

EPS, Geneva 


Two New Staff Join WCC 


(Geneva) - The appointments of two new staff members have been announced by the 
World Council of Churches, 


lir, Henry Makulu of Northern Rhodesia is the new assistant director of the 
Kcumenical Institute at Bossey, near Geneva. An outstanding Christian layman 
with special training in sociology, Mr. Makulu is the first African to be named 
on the Institute's staff. For the past four years he has been editor of the All- 
Africa Sunday School curriculum publications, a project of the World Council of 
Christian Education. Earlier he was youth director in Northern Rhodesia for the 
Church of Central Africa for two years. He is also the author of a number of 
books on African church life. He is a member of the United Church of Central 
Africa in Rhodesia. 


Mr. Walter S, Kilpatrick, representative in Greece for Church World Service 
(USA) since 1956, has been named Secretary for Refugees and Director of the 
Service to Refugees in the Division of Inter—Church Aid and Service to Refugees. 
A US citizen, tir. Kilpatrick has been working in Europe since 1948, Before 
taking the CWS post in Athens he was for eight years senior representative in 
Germany and Austria for the YMCA and YWCA. fHarlier he worked with the YMCA aid 
to war prisoners programme. He is a member of the United Church of Christ (USA). 

BPS, Geneva 


‘Churches Feed 100,000 Daily in Korea 


(New York) — More than 80,000 needy people in South Korea receive one hot meal 
daily at 132 feeding stations set up by Korean Church World Service. 


In addition about 20,000 refugees from North Korea are given daily hot mcals 
while they are building houses and roads or starting farms. in self-help projects. 


A report on the programme, the largest single continuing overseas rehabi- 
litation work underwritten by US Protestant churches, was given by the Rev. 
Hallam Shorrock, KCWS director, to a meeting of Church World Service in New York. 


He said that in 1959 alone KCWS represented an investment of $6,000,000 in cash 
and contributed goods. 


The programme also includes tuberculosis control at 16 out-patient clinics 
which have treated ten thousand cases since January 1954 and an amputee project 
which helped 276 patients last year. Other aid is given to war widows, to 
orphanages and to homes for single girls. 


Mr, Shorrock predicted that the future would see a gradual assimilation of 
the programmes by Korean agencies, thus releasing funds and supplies for other 
world areas in need. Co-operating with KCWS in Korea in addition to CWS 
are also several member churches of the World Council of Churches, 

EPS, Geneva 


Office for Women in Norwersian Church 


(Oslo) - The Bishops of the Norwegian Lutheran National Church are supporting a 
proposal for establishing a new office in the church which would be open for 
women divinity graduates without ordination. 


a 
ry 
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The office would include providing house to house visitation, youth and 
education work, Bible study and similar assignments. 


The new office has been viewed by many church leaders as a device to pre- 
vent the issue of women pastors from coming to a head. It has been legally 
possible for several years for women to take orders in Norway, but so far no 
woman has asked for ordination. EPS, Geneva 


UN Official Reports on Refugee Aid 
n Eur 


a, e 
(Geneva) - The number of refugees living in camps/was rediced from 20,600 to 


717,600 during the first half of this year. An even greater number will pro- 


bably be resettled during the second six months, according to Dr. AugusteLindt, 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees. 


Dr. Lindt told the fourth session of the 15-member Executive Committee of 
his office that financing of the UN's camp clearance programme was now totally 
assured, provided that some firm promises of help become formal pledges. 


He reported that about 1,400 handicapped refugees had emigrated under spe- 
Cial World Refugee Year schemes between July and September of this year, and 
that there were "strong indications" that countries which had provided resettle- 
ment opportunities and had liberalized their selection criteria during WRY 
would continue to do so, EPS, Geneva 


Church-State Relations Defined 


(New York) - The American concept of church-state separation has never meant 
that churches and synagogues should not seek to influence Leeisiation, “Oncthe 
contrary, they have a responsibility to keep the public conscience "instructed 
and disturbed", Dean John C. Bennett of Union Theological Seminary, had told 

a meeting in New York, 


“Churches are interested in laws that protect the weak against the strong", 


he said, "that humanize punishment, that give to all children access to edu- 
Cation and the means of health and that Safeguard, the freedom of »versons. 


"They are interested in the state's responsibility to keep order so that 


“men are preserved from violence. They are interested in a foreign policy by 


which our country seeks to help other nations find their way to a better stand- 
ard of living and to political and cultural and spiritual freedom. They are 
deeply concerned about peace between nations." 


Churches to not have "a monopoly of concern" about these issues, he said, 
but "they can do much to provide the resources which enable a nation to achieve 
them", 


Parallel to the "wide areas of a common Christian conscience", Dr. Bennett 
Said, “there is the need of restraint on the part of the churches when it comes 
to imposing their own distinctive conceptions of the moral law by legislation 


}0n the whole community". 


The Protestant leader praised Father Gustave Weigel S.J., noted Jesuit 
theologian, for “helping clear the air" with his statement that a Roman Catholic 
Office holder "takes his lcad from the consensus of the community" in matters of 
morals (see BPS No. 37). 


. 
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Dean Bennett added: "I do not, of course, speak for him, but I do not think 
that he means that on all moral mattersany church, least of all his own, should 
leave the consensus where it happens to be. The churches =- both Protestant and 
Roman Catholic - should try to raise the level of consensus," 


Dr. Bennett addressed the Fall Delegate Assembly of the Manhattan Division 
of the Protestant Council of the City of New York. EPS, Geneva 


Continued Rise in US Church Membership 
EMBARGO: 


FOR USE ON OR AFTER MONDAY, OCTOBER 17 


(New York) - US church membership continues to climb, accordinz to new figures 
compiled by the National Council of Churches. 


Total church membership in 1959 rose to 112,226,905 persons - or 63.4 por 
cent of the population - the largest percentage ever recorded. It represents an 
increase of 2,669,164 new members or a 2.4 per cent rise over the number of com- 
municants in 1958. 


The figures, as reported by 254 religious bodies, are given in the Yearbook 
of American Churches for 1961 scheduled for publication October 24. 


The total Protestant membership reported by 226 bodies was 62,543,502, an 
increase of 1.7 per cent. Roman Catholic church figures taken from the Official 
Catholic Directory show a membership of 40,871,302 - an increase of 3.4 per. cent. 


Protestant membership represents 35,3 per cent of the total population, 
Roman Catholics constitute 23.1 per cent of the total. 


The steady growth of US church membership is revealed in a table relating 
membership to population. In 1850 only 16 per cent of the population were mem— — 
bers. By 1900 the figures had risen to 36 per cent. In 1940 it was 49 per cent, 
fn 1955 it was 61 per cent, EPS, Geneva 


Serious Crimes-in US Reach All-Time High in 1959 


(Washington, D.C.) — Crime in the United States also reached an all-time high in 
1959. In the same period as church membership moved up to its highest point in 

history, the number of arrests for serious offenses rose to 1,500,000 = accord- 

ing to statistics issued by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 


The Bureau said the increase in crime is not merely keeping pace with the 
population growth, but is increasing four times as fast as the population, 
Greatest increase was in the number of juvenile offenders. In 1959 arrests of 
juveniles increased four per cent and represented 12 per cent of all of the 
year's arrests. From 1948 to 1959 the arrests of young people increased six 
times as fast as arrests of persons who had reached their 18th birthday. 

HPS, Geneva 


South African Clergy Ask Cons titutimal Reform 


(Benoni, south Africa) - The annual conference of the Interdenominational African 
Ministers' Federation has called upon the South African government to convene "a 
fully representative" national convention to discuss constitutional reforms. 


In a resolution adopted at a recent meeting the Federation said that in its 
Neonsidered opinion 4... the problems of race relations and of peaceful co-exist- 
ence in this a multi-racial country can only be resolved by the introduction of 
Constitutional reforms based upon the broad principles of the Christian faith .." 


~ 
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It said such reforms could only be airived at at a new national convention 
which would be "fully representative of the several racial groups of the Union 
population", The Federation is represcntative of African churches throughout 
the Union. EPS, Geneva 


Churches Send Aid to Congo, Other Emergencies 


(Geneva) - Funds totaling $26,540 have been contributed by churches in four coun- 


tries for aid in the Congo, in response to an appeal by the World Council of 
Churches, 


The funds, which will be channeled through the relief agency of the Congo 
Protestant Council, come from churches in: Great Britain, $14,000; Canada, 
$10,000; New Zealand, $1,400; Australia, $560; and from various individual do- 


nors, $580. Earlier Church Yorld Service (USA) shipped in medical supplies valued, 
3 e 


Immediate needs reported here include 20,000 blankets and corn and manioc 
which can be purchased locally with contributed funds, and 500 tons of whole 
milk, as well as antibiotics, other medicines and soap for hospitals. 


Contributions to other current WCC appeals reported last week by its Divi- 
sion of Intcr-Church Aid and Service to Refugees included: $49,000 for Tibetan 
refugees from churches in Great Britain, $42,000; Lutheran World Federation, 
$5,000; and the Evangelical and Reformed Church (USA), $2,000. 


Also $50,585 for Burma famine victims from churches in Great Britain, 
614,000; the USA, $9,000; Germany, $5,760; New Zealand, $1,395; and #230 from 
various individual donors. Aid to help rebuild typhoon-damaged churches in the 


Philippines also came from the British churches, $5,300, and New Zealand, $1,022. 


EPS, Geneva 


South African Presbyterians Reject Proposal for Dual Moderators 


(Pietermaritzburg, Natal) - A proposal that it have two moderators — one African 
and one European — has been rejected by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church of South Africa. 


The Assembly turned down the motion by a vote of 54 to 50 votes despite the 


»fact that it had the support of both the retiring moderator, the Rev. A.H. Munro, 


and the modcrator—elect, the Rev. A. de Villers. 


The Rev. G, Molefe, who spoke in opposition to the proposal, told the As- 


. sembly that in his view of the situation in South Africa the time had not yet 
come for the appointment of an African moderator. 


African members outnumber the Europeans by more than 50,000. Most recent 


“Membership figures show 100,800 Europeans, 154,000 Africans and approximately 
13,000 “coloureds". EPS, Geneva 


Roman Catholic Memo Supports Yugoslav Law 


(Belgrade) - The Conference of Roman Catholic Bishops of Yugoslavia has submitted 
@ memorandum to the Yugoslav government affirming loyalty of its members to the 


State and giving support to a 1953 law defining churmh-state relationships. 


The memorandum represents the first initiative of its kind by the church gince 
the break in Vatican-government relations in 1952. ‘hen the law was adopted, the 
“Conference had expressed serious reservations about it and had refused to answer 
g0vernment request for couments about it. 
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The Conference now states that in its view the law is competent to "assure 


the normal development of relations between: the Church and state". The memo- 
randum was signed by Monseigneur Ujcic, Archbishop of Belgrade on behalf of the 
Conference and forwarded to the president of the Federal Commission for Reli- 
gious Questions. 


According to an article in Le Monde, Paris daily, datelined from Belgrade, 
the memorandum is generally believed to have Vatican support. Le Monde said the 
memorandum represents a gradual evolution in the attitude of the Roman Catholic 
Church to the government. It pointed out that since John XXIII became Pope, 
relations between the Vatican and the Yugoslav government have “increasingly im- 
proved", It cites as an example the fact that eight new Yugoslav bishops ap- 
pointed by the Pope have all been accepted by the government, 


The government has also relaxed controls on forcign travel for church pre- 
lates. It recently granted passports to five bishops to attend a Eucharistic 
Congress in Munich, Germany, and has also permitted several to visit the Vatican. 
It has also bestowed honours on several bishops, All of this has served to 
considerably reduce tensions between the Church and the government, according 
to Le Monde, 


Tic 1955 law gives sanction to religious groups to carry on their work, in- 
eluding religious instruction, provided it is in accord with the Yugoslav con- 
stitution and not for “political onds and fomentation of religious hatred and 
intolerance’, The Roman Catholic Church is the second largest religious group 
in Yugoslavia, It has 6,000 dmrches in 2,500 parishes, the majority in the 
northwestern areas of Croatia and Slovenia, and 12 secondary schools, five 
theological schools and two Faculties of Theology. The largest church in 
Yugosluvia is the Orthodox church, EPS, Geneva 


Norwegian ‘Jomen Protest Birth Control Propaganda 


(Oslo) - The Norwegian National Women's Association has asked the College of 
Bishops of the Lutheran Church to use its influence in combatting propaganda 

for birth control and legalized abortion. The issues are currently being debated 
in the Norweigan parliament, 


In a letter to the bishops, the Association, whose membership is Protestant, 
declared that both birth control and abortion are contrary to the Christian 
Gospel, and criticized "too much tolerance" on the subjects by the Lutheran 
clergy. 


It said marriages without the responsibility for or expectation of children 
will supply “yet another reason" for early marriages and thereby increase the 
humber of divorces. It also said the wilfull avoidance of motherhood is res-— 
ponsible for the neurotic ailments of many women, 


Further, it said, the reduction of the birth rate in Norway, which al ready 
has a small population, would be regrettable because of the nation's valuable 
Cultural heritage and its responsibility for exerting its best influence on the 


world scene. EPS, Geneva 


inter-Communion Issues Must Be Faced, Churches Told 


(Paris) ~ A noted I’rench theologian and author has declared that the churches 
are "absolutely forced to answer" and would be "failing in their duty divthew 


. don't come to grips with the question of inter—communion raised by the Huropean 
vcumenical Youth Assembly held at Lausanne, Switzerland, last July, 


*- x, 
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Professor Roger Mehl, of the University of Strasbourg, writing in Réforme, 
French Protestant weekly, says, "It is the churches! duty to reply to the quest- 
ion raised by the young people. They cannot take refuge in prudent silence, 
They would be failing in their duty if they kept silence and left their young 
members in uncertainty. They must answer yes or no." He adds: 


"Neither the argument ‘you don't know everything; we are much more deeply 
divided than you realize' nor the argumicnt to have patience, has any validity. 


"At various conferences and meetings these young people have experienced a 
unity which they cannot forget, Arguments for patience and prudence have been 
used for over a century and are mercly a camouflage for a sterile impasse," 


Dr. Mehl said the question has particular urgency because of the forthcoming 
Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches to be held late next year in New 
Delhi, India. ‘How are we going to behave there?" he asks. "Will we be in the 
same divided state as we were at Evanston?" (the WCC's Second Assembly in 1954). 
"That would be serious in (relationships with) the young churches in Asia who 
may well raise the same awkward question ..." 


A message adopted by the 1800 youth at the Lausanne Assembly regretted that 
"here in Lausanne we have not all been able to join together in Holy Communion", 
It asked the churches and the World Council to "work seriously toward the es- 
tablishment of an increasingly inclusive inter—communion", (See EPS No. 29) 


The World Council of Churches! Central Committee meeting in St. Andrews, 
scotland, in August "rejoiced in the seriousness and enthusiasm" of the youth 
and asked its member churches to give “careful attention" to the matter. After 
discussions, the Committee voted to confirm the formula of the World Faith and 
Order Conference in Lund, Sweden (1952), which said that open communion services 
' at ecumenical gatherings should be held where possible on the invitation of a 
local church or churches which sanction such services. EPS, Geneva 


second Europcan Conference Stresses Unity 


(Nyborg, Denmark) - More than 120 representatives of buropean Protestant, Anglicm 
and Orthodox churches met in the Danish seacoast town of Nyborg last week, October 
3-7, to discuss ways in which they can co-operate more closely, 


The event was the Second Conference of European Churches, It was the most 
representative gathering of European churchmen ever held. Present were leaders 
from churches in 22 countries, including many bodies which are not members of 
the World Souncil of Churches. Wine official delegates came from the Russian 
Orthodox Church, The British Council of Churches, which sent only one dele- 
gate to the First Conference, this time sent seven. The Orthodox Church of 
Cyprus also sent a delegate for the first time. A number of churches—in-exile 
were also reprcosented. 


Theme of the Conference was set by its general secretary, Dr. Egbert Emmen 
of the Dutch Reformed Church, in his opening address. "We belong together and 
we will stay together", he said. 


The delegates discussed a wide range of common concerms in plenary and 
etoup sessions marked by what one observer called "a strong sense of their es- 
Sential unity", 


At the meeting's end, they had agreed that while they wished to continue 
the present form of their loose affiliation in the Conference, there should be. 
considerably more exchange and co-operatim between annual Conference sessions. 
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They voted a budget of 30,000 DM ($7,195) to finance publication of a quarterly 
bulletin and study materials for the next conference, scheduled for September, 
1962, also in Nyborg. 


The Conference also took action to enlarge its executive board from three 
to five, to make it more representative. The two new members named were the 
Anglican Bishop the Rt. Rev, Leslie Hunter of Sheffield, England, and Russian 
Orthodox Exarch for Central Europe, Bishop Johann Wendland, a member of the USSR 
delegation. The three other members are Dr. Emmen, Bishop Hanns Lilje, Lutheran, 
Hannover, Germany, and Archbishop Jan Kiivit, of Estonia, dso a member of the 

» USSR delegation. 


: The Conference also added five new members -— for a total of 15 - to the 
preparatory group planning the next conference, and re-elected Dr. Hans Harms, 
Lutheran, Hamburg, Germany, as Confcrence Secretary. 


In a formal resolution the Conference reiterated its earlicr appeal to 
» statesmen "to liberate the world from the menace of atomic warfare" and "the 
abolition of.all forms of force", 


Present cold-war hostilities, it said, should be replaced with “the prin- 
Ciple of co-operation" in which . the. resources now underwriting defense would 
be used to aid the world's needy. “If this common task (of aiding the 
needy) is recognized and tackled with determination, we venture to hope that 
'many of the tensions in the world today will be relieved ... and the first and 
perhaps decisive step will have been taken on the road to peace", it declared. 
EPS, Geneva 


In Brief 


New church membership figures in Finland show the biggest proportionate 
rise recorded by Jehovahs Witnesses. The sect gained 1,000 new members last 
year for a total of 6,800 persons. The Orthodox Church membership decreased by 
700 to 72,000 persons. The Lutheran National Church increased by 28,000 to 
4,337,600 persons. The number of people not belonging to any religious com- 
munity was recorded at 282,000. 

% * 


For the first time, the Anglican Church in Wales will appoint assistant 
bishops to help relieve bishops of their burden of work. The plan, largely 
prompted by the laity, allows the appointment of one or more assistants, subject 
to the approval of the majority of the six-member bench of bishops. The as- 
Sistants will have no right of succession-and will have only the powers invested 
in them by the commission from the bishop. 


* * 


Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin, chairman of the Council of the Evmgelical 
Church in Germany (EKD), will pay a visit to His All Holiness, Athenagoras, the 
Ecumenical Patriarch, on a trip to Istanbul. 


* * 


The bishops of the lutheran National Council in Norway have recommended 
that permission be given for laymen to assist at the Eucharist when needed. 
The proposal says that ministers in consultation with the parish council may 
“nominate as the assistant a layman who commands general confidence in the con- 
gregation,. EPS, Geneva 
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Christian Group Backs Nuclear Disarmament 


(London) - A group of Christians from a number of denominations in Great Britain 
have formed a committee within the framework of the campaign for nuclear dis- 
armament in order to gain the support of their churches for the campaign. 


The group's principal argument is that nuclear weapons of mass extermination 


slaughter indiscriminately and therefore threaten all mankind and are an enemy 
of life itself, 


Sponsors of the group are several prominent church leaders including the 
Anglican Bishops of Southwark, Llandaff and Woolwich, and Miss Janet Lacey, 


C.B.E., director of the Beieian Council of Churches! Department of Inter—Church 
Aid and Service to Refugees. 


A group with similar interests in the United States last week published-a 
new pamphlet entitled "A Christian Approach to Nuclear War". The 12-page study 
issued by the Church Peace Mission points out that while many Christians have 
held that war can be justified "as a tragic necessity in a sinful world", modern 
warfare developments mean that "such tolerance cannot possibly extend to the in- 


discriminate and unlimited use of force which nuclear war among modern powers 
entails". 


It calls on the US government "not to persist in piling up nuclear arms, 
even if other nations are not prepared to agree on the same course «+e» 
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Sponsors of the pamphlet include such well-known theologians as President 
Herman Gezork of Andover-Newton Theological Seminary, Prof. L.H. De Wolf of the 
Boston University School of Theology, Dr. George A. Buttrick, preacher to the 
University of Harvard, and several others, BPS, Geneva 


Anglican Worker Priests in Malaya 
(Kuala Lumpur) — The Anglican Church in Malaya has taken steps to alleviate its 


shortage of clergy with a system of “worker priests", men ordained to the priest- 
-hood but continuing their normal secular employment. 


A recent synod meeting in Penang adopted a canon permitting "dedicated men 
to be ordained to the priesthood, while continuing their secular occupation and 
asking no stipend from the church", 


before being recommended for ordination, candidates would undergo long 
training and pass tests set by examining chaplains of the diocese. The system 
has already been successfully tried in Hong Kong, HPS, Geneva 


Russian Journal Attacks Baptists! Activities 


(Moscow) - The activities of the Baptists and other "sectarians" in southern 
Russia have been sharply denounced in an article in Izvestia, official Communist 
party organ. 


The article written by A. Blech, a member of the Krasnador local court, 
“accuses the groups of violating the law and engaging in "anti-Soviet activities". 
The article deals mainly with the alleged failure of religious groups to register 
with the local government as required by law and reprimands authorities who are 
Neareless about enforcing this regulation". It also Charges that another regu- 
lation against “involving people under age in religious communities" is not 
being properly enforced, EPS, Geneva 


Paton Assails " Pseudo-Christianity" 


(New York) - Alan Paton, South African novelist and a prominent Anglican, has 
told a New York audience that "pseudo—Christianity", rather than Communism or 
Islam, is "the real enemy" of Christian progress in awakening Africa. 


Too often, he said, the church becomes identified with those intent upon 
Preservation of the status quo and is made to appear as an institution "impeding 
‘progress toward better human life", 


Pseudo-Christianity, he declared, "always prefers stability to change, ele- 
Vates the law above justice and serves expediency rather than love. We must 
mace the fact", he added, "that at least in southern and eastern Africa many 
‘People have come to identify the church as a sort of protector of the privileged, 
and they may therefore turn away from it when they are liberated," 


: Mr. Paton, author of 'Cry the Beloved Country', and 'Too Late the Phalarope', 
Was in New York to receive the 1960 Award given by Freedom House, a private US 
organisation, EPS, Geneva 
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Barth Sees Catholic-Protestant Unity Not "In Prospect" 


(Washington, D.C.) - Dr. Karl Barth of the University of Basel, Switzerland, has 
said that he believes that Protestant and Roman Catholic unity “cannot yet be 
in prospect" but there is "possibly a new brotherly discussion concerning what 
Can unite Rome and us, and concerning that which must always divide Rome and us", 


The Protestant theologian declared, "We must reckon with the strange pos- 
sibility that some day it might be apparent that what must and could unite Rome 
and us is comprehended in certain Roman spheres just as well, if not better, 
‘than in large segments of our own Protestant constituency," 


But he added, "We cannot suppress our estragement" in view of the "peri- 
pheral matters of the Roman Catholic system". Hlaborating on this point he said 
he included in this category, "concepts of the mediatorial role of the Virgin 
Mary and the Saints, of the merit of the tradition, of the authority of the 
Church, and particularly of the Pope; and above all of the Sacraments", Protest— 
ants, he stated, "cannot conceive how these (peripheral matters) can be joined 
to the central teachings (of Christianity). 


Dr. Barth was one of a panel of 25 Protestant scholars from eight coumtries 


who took part in a symposium conducted by Christianity Today, a non—denominational 
Protestant journal, 


Another participant, Dr. Emil Brunner of the University of Zurich, stated 
bluntly, "the churches can never unite". But he observed, "within the churches 
there are some who have seen that the Bible Imows of no church but ekklesia, 
the people of God, the brotherhood of men united in Christ". EPS, Geneva 


Baptist Missionaries Leaving Cuba 


(Atlanta, Ga.) - Missionaries of the Southern Baptist Church in Cuba are re- 
turning to the United States as the result of a US State Department suggestion 
that dependents of US citizens leave because of the Castro government's attitude 
toward the US. However, the church will not discontinue its financial support 


of work in the island. The church now supports ten US missionaries in Western 
Cuba. | 


Prior to the State Department's advice, the church's mission board had 
“voted not to recall the families without the missionaries. Withdrawal is not 
expected seriously to curtail work, as the church's Cuban leaders are considered 
“qualified to continue its programme. There are 85 Southern Baptist churches and 
200 missionsin Cuba employing in all 150 Cubans. Membership is about 8,800 
persons, BPS, Geneva 


Co-operation Urged Between Roman Catholic, Protestant Social Groups 


(Utrecht, Netherlands) - Roman Catholic organisations concerned with social and 
economic matters should co-operate “wherever possible" with Protestant groups 
active in the same field. This advice is given in the first two volumes of an 
Cagerly awaited "Catholic Social Programme", published in Utrecht by the Catholic 
Council for Social and Economic Affairs. 


The study warns Catholic organisations against “isolation", and says co- 
Operation is a "must". Otherwise, it declares, “Catholics, instead of becoming 
the salt of the earth, might become a kitchen salt hidden away in a tin on a 

pantry shelf". EPS, Geneva 
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Two US Groups Plan Merger 


(Minneapolis) -~ The merger of two US evangelistic associations now seems virtu- 
ally assured. They are the Christian and Missionary Alliance with 100,000 
members in about 1,000 churches, and the Missionary Church Association which 
has about 8,000 members in 110 churches. 


All of the Alliance's 14 district conferences have approved the merger 
plan and it only remains now for the Missionary Church Association and the 
Alliance's general council to give final approval at meetings next year. Pro- 
posed name for the new body is "Alliance Missionary Church". 


The Alliance has 824 missionaries in 22 areas and 2,800 lay evangelists. 
The Missionary Church has some 100 missionaries. EPS, Geneva 


New Student Centre Planned in Geneva 


(Geneva) - Construction is expected to begin next spring on a new conference 
and student centre in Geneva, Switzerland, Plans for the new centre to be 
built at a cost of Ir.Sw,.800,000 (US$200,000) have been authorized by the United 
Presbyterian Church in the USA's Commission on Ecumenical Mission and Relations, 


To be erected near the site for the new World Council of Churches head- 
quarters and United Nations buildings, the centre will serve Geneva's inter- 
national community, particularly students from Asia, Africa and Latin America 
studying in Europe, 


The centre will replace the John Knox house, a Presbyterian student centre 
started in 1954, located in another section of Geneva. EPS; Geneva 


soviet Trade Unions Told to Oust Clergymen 


(Moscow) - Soviet trade unions have been advised to purge their ranks of clergy- 
men of all religious faiths. 


Trud, official trade union newspaper, has charged that clergymen haw gained 
admittance illegally to trade unions to enjoy such benefits as free passes to 
vacation resorts, 


"Both atheists and those who believe in God can be members of trade unions", 
the newspaper said. "But this does not mean that the doors of trade unions are 
open to those idlers who are getting income through religious deceit, It is 
not for them that funds of state social insurance and trade union budgets are 
allocated," 


The article said that clergymen had improperly become trade union members 
under a 1956 decree that granted membership to non-clerical employees of re- 
'ligious organisations. It said the decree did not apply to those preaching 
religious faiths. EPS, Geneva 


National Christian Council of Ceylon Urges Study of Press Control 


(Colombo) - The Executive Committee of the National Christian Council of Ceylon 
has urged the prime minister and cabinet of the nation to appoint an independent 
press commission to study and report on the conduct of all newspapers in Ceylon, 
It asks that the government await such a survey before taking any steps to 
"change the structure of the press", 
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The committee also suggested establishment of group representatives of both 
the Christian and non-Christian communities to study the government's proposal 
for a study of "the history and place of the press in democracies both in the 
West and in Asia and Africa", EPS, Geneva 


Ceylon Christians Note Missions Anniversary 


(Boston, Mass.) — A message of greeting on the occasion of the 150th anniversary 
of the oldest missionary society in North America has been sent by church lead- 
ers in Ceylon, one of the first areas in which the agency began its work, 


The message was sent by the Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South India to 
the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions of the Congregational 
Christian Churches (US), 


"Ve remember with gratitude the labours of all American missionaries here 
since 1816", the message says. "We thank God that. we were blessed by enjoying 
such a connection with the Congregational Churches of America, (Their con= 
tribution has become a part of the texture of our lives and can never be taken 
away." 

The Board, which sent its first group of eight missionaries to India in 
1812 (two years after its formation) has since sent out almost 5,000 missionaries 


uO. 54 countries, It currently maintains 350 missionaries in several thousand 
schools, churches, hospitals, clinics and social centres, EPS, Geneva 


ueen Hlizabeth Joins Scottish Reformation Service 


(Edinburgh) - Queen Elizabeth joined in the service of thanksgiving marking the 
400th anniversary of the Scottish Reformation at St. Giles Cathedral here. More 
than 2,000 persons from churches around the world thronged the historic old ca- 
thedral. 


The Queen also addressed the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland ~ 
the first British sovereign to do so since union of the crowns of Scotland and 
England in 1603, 


Accompanied by Prince Philip, the Queen drove through crowd=lined streets 
to St. Giles where John Knox once preached and near where the fiery leader of 
the Scottish Reformation now lies buried, 


In her speech to the General Assembly lasting just over five minutes the 
Queen described the Scottish Reformation as "a distant turning point in the na- 
pion's life", 


"In spite of the bitter quarrels of the past and the divided religious: 
loyalties which still remain with us", she said, "I believe that what happened 
at the Reformation can be stated in terms on which all Christians may agrees 
Holy Writ was liberated to the people and as a result the word of God was re= 
Vealed again as a force to be reckoned with in the affairs of both public and 
private life." 


Although none of the Queen's predecessors had been present at the General 
Assembly since the union of the crowns, the tradition of royal attendance had 
been kept alive by a long succession of Lord High Commissioners. Unlike the 
Church of England, established by Henry VIII, the Church of Scotland does not 
Pecognize the monarch as head of the church, 
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The ranking prelate of the Anglican Church, the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
was represented by the Archbishop of York, the Rt. Rev. A.M. Ramsey, who began 
the week of Reformation celebrations with a sermon in St, Mary's Cathedral. 


Dr, Ramsey stressed the continuing need for Reformation in the Church's life 
and progress towards unity, truth and holiness, He said both churches must be 
ready to learn from one another for their gifts were not their owm but "the 
gifts of the risen and ascended Christ", EPS, Geneva 


Greek Government and Orthodox Church Agreement Reported 


(Athens) - The Greek Orthodox Church and the Greek government are reported to 
have reached accord on several points of difference in revision of the church's 
constitution, 


A major agreement reached, following recent talks between church and goverm-~ 
ment officials, deals with the controversial issue of the transfer of netropoli-~ 
tans from one diocese to another. The question has been raised particularly with 
relation to the larger dioceses. 


The government is now reported prepared ‘to accept an amendment to the con- 
Stitution which would permit such transfers in seven or eight of the major dio~ 
ceses when there is a vacancy. 


Harlier the government had suggested that there be no transfers except in 
the major dioceses of Salonika, Patras and Ioannina. 


The church's hierarchy had strongly opposed permanent assignment and asked 
the retention of the right to fill vacancies by transfer of bishops from one 
diocese to another. There are a total of some 70 dioceses in the church. 


Other points on which agreement is also reported include the qualifications 
for candidates for the office of Archbishop of Athens and All-Greece, the church's 
highest ranking prelate, and on provisions for the increase of the pay of parish 
Clergy (see EPS No. 42, 1959). Several other crucial issues, however, are still 
pending solution, HPS, Geneva 


Zraining Started for Communist Youth Dedications 


(Berlin) - Opening ceremonies for training for youth dedication rites - the Com 
Munist equivalent of church confirmation— are taking place in East Germany. 


The dedications will be held at the end of the current school term, The 
government seeks to enroll at least 85 per cent of eligible teen—agors in the 
programme, according to an announcement, The figure last year was about 70 per 
cent. 


It said all parents of youth in the training classes should be visited re= 
gularly and that "more than ever youth dedication should be made a matter for 
he whole family", EPS, Geneva 


Relisious Attack on Kennedy Planned 


(New York) -— A massive new religious attack on the candidacy of Sen. John F. 
<ennedy is being organised in the United States to begin on Reformation Sunday, 
November 8. Senator Kennedy, a Roman Catholic, is the presidential nominee of 
he Democratic Party. 
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Spearhead of the attack is reported to be the National Association of 
Evangelicals, an organisation representing 38 fundamentalist sects with 28 , 000 
churches. 


One of its messages mailed to several thousand persons in the nation 
charges, among other things, that the Roman Catholic Church is scheming to make 
the United States a Catholic country and to rule the world, 


Simultaneously, a second but separate move to distribute "hate" literature 
is also reported underway by various other groups. 


This was disclosed by the Fair Campaign Practices Committee headed by Mr. 
Charles P. Taft, a prominent Protestant Episcopal layman, The agency, which is — 
non-profit and bi-partisan, is serving as a watchdog on bigotry in this election, 
An agency spokesman said it already had "indications" that some of the "gutter 
propagandists" are planning the drive to coincide with that of the National As- 
sociation of Evangelicals. EPS, Geneva 


Tn Brrvert 


A West German church leader has warned against "the unkind spirit" which 
condemns everything about Eastern Europe because it has a different political 
viewpoint. President Ernst Wilm of the Evangelical Church of Westphalia said 
the practice is "devilish and ought to be severely condemned". 


* * 


The last foreign missionary in Northern Vietnam, Father Lena, a French Do- 
minican priest, has been expelled by the authorities in Hanoi. He is the last 
foreign missionary to leave the area north of the seventeenth parallel, The 
last two foreign nuns, Sisters of the Congregation of Saint Paul of Chartres, 
were expelled a few days earlier, 

* * 


Earthquake-stricken parishes in Chile have started to rebuild churches 
destroyed in the recent catastrophe. A Ge:man architect will travel to Chile 
in November to discuss reconstruction of the churches in Puerto Montt, Valdivia, 


_Llanquihue and possibly Puerto Octay, Meanwhile, local architects have been 


asked to submit plans for the church buildings, 
*% * 


Three films on the life and work of John Knox are being prepared in Scotland, 
One of them, a documentary colour film, which will probably be called "The John 
Knox Story", is in process at the Glasgow Park Film Studios. The second, a 
black-and-white film called “Shades of John Knox", will give documentary in- 
formation on important places in the life of John Knox and his followers. A 
third film, "Our Heritage", will document the influence of John Knox in present-— 
day Scotland. . 

% 


The first in a projected serics of four volumes documenting preparations 
for the Roman Catholic Church's Second Vatican Council has just been printed; 
The 167-p2ge book contains all of Pope John XXIII's statement on the Council. 
The next three volumes will deal with proposals of the hierarchy, and the pre- 


paratory studies of the various Catholic theological faculties, 
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The first volume of a new series entitled "Helps for Translators" has been 
published by the United Bible Socicties, Dealing with "Old Testament Trans~ 
lation Problems", it is based on the work of the Netherlands Bible Society pre- 
paratory to the publication eight years ago of the new Dutch translation. It 
treats about 1,200 separate passages. The book is available, free of charge, 
to Bible translators actively engaged in Old Testament translation work. Cost 
for the general public is 24/- sterling or US $3.40. 


eign hy 


Micro-filming of 500 writings by Martin Luther and other Reformation authors 
“will be undertaken by the Institute for Reformation Research, a US agency with 
headquarters in St. Louis, Mo. The work will be done at the Aschaffenburg 
Library in Germany. The project is expected to take about three months. Dupli- 
cates will be made available to researchers, 


ZT cay 


Union Theological Seminary, New York, has launched a Special three-year 
“study of references to other religious groups and to racial groups in Protestant 
‘education curricula. The project will involve study of changes in content, the 
pr cess by which certain kinds of Changes are made and the influence of such 
factors as the faith constituency served and regional, class and status loyalties, 


a. fay 


US Protestant and Orthodox churches co-operating in Church World Service are 
being asked to raise $928,870 during the coming Thanksgiving season (November 24) 
for the agency's 1961 "Share Our Surplus" programme, Funds from the appeal will 
be used to distribute an estimated 350 million pounds of food to necdy in over 
5O areas. 

x % 


Construction has begun on a new 8500,000 seminary of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church (US) near San Juan, Puerto Rico. The school will serve as a training 
Centre for seminarians from the Caribbean area and Central America, ? 


Taye th icy 


Pilot schools of theology have been opened at United Theological College in 
Montreal, Canada, and at Emmanuel College of the University of Toronto by the 
United Church of Canada. The two projects arc aimed at helping laymen and women 
achieve "deeper, better understanding of their church and its teaching"), 


ee 


Copies of an enlarged colour photograph of the late Toyohiko Kagawa, taken 
20t long before the recent death of the famous Christian evangelist, are avail- 
able from AVACO (Christian Audio Visual Centre) of Japan. The Agency plans 
VOrld—wide distribution of the picture and all profits will go to the support 
9f the work begun by Dr. Kagawa, HPS, Geneva 


No. 40/27th Year 28th October, 1960 


On Other Pages 


Prervo. nica Bishops car VOue On MUNGe ei wee ei e's eal ce © eo) beh 9) le ele 
Last Protestant Missionary Leaves Chinese Mainland .....o«.sevs-ve8 « 4 
Burmiess Prime Minister Pledeés Religious Freedom ss 6.6 « « © #ia we 80 
French Catholic Hierarchy Condemn Desertion in Algerian War . . « « « ee / 
ee ake ee eRe th Dm Gedy i Sy He ula UE Tt uy eg tray wt el, gee nee 


special Report 


Pees ay ONG Se tei MOT) OU Ue vile al) hve! oi ras waa tier high edneliie. fe;) ie. Muneicwt vane 


Us Lutherans Approve Merger Plans 


(Atlantic City) - The United Lutheran Church in America has given overwhelming ' 
approval to plans for a merger with three other lutheran bodies into a new deno- 
mination of %ver.3,600,000 members. The new body will be the largest church in 
US Lutheranism, 


The 641 delegates convened here for the ULCA's 22nd biennial convention 
unanimously endorsed a resolution to unite the ULCA with the Augustana Lutheran 
Church, the American Evangelical Lutheran Church and the Finnish Evangelical 
Lutheran Church (Suomi Synod). 


When results of the vote were announced, the delegates broke into spontaneous 
applause that lasted for several minutes. Then Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, 
ULCA president, led the convention in a moving prayer for God's blessing and 
guidance for the new church, 


Specifically, the delegates approved articles of incorporation entitled 
"Aereement of Consolidation" which included the proposed constitution and by-laws 
of the new church. 


It is expected that the new denomination, to be known as the Lutheran Church 
of America, will be established at a constituting convention in June, 1962, and 
that it will begin to function officially by the following January 1. The ULCA 
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was the last of the uniting church bodies to express initial approval of merger 
plans. Similar action had been taken earlier this year by the other three chur- 
ches involved. 


In other actions the ULCA convention: 


Adopted a 10,000 word statement on Holy Communion after rescinding a 250- 
word pronouncement on the same subject that had been in force for 20 years. The 
new statement, prepared by a 15-member commission which has been at work for 
three years, has been defined as "an attempt to relate evangelical theology to 
evangelical practice". 


One section dealing with inter-communion states: "The time is ripe for 
lutherans to initiate theological discussion with other Christian bodies regard- 
ing inter—communion." At present Lutherans do not have such agreements with 
other denominations. 


Approved a record budget of $30,985,700 for the 1962-63 biennium. Largest 
item in the 1962 budget of $15,194,700 is m item of $5,192,000 for the Board of 
American Missions, which is organising new congregations in the US and Canada at 
the rate of more than one a week. 


Hlected as secretary Dr. George T. Harkins, 47, of Wyckoff, N.J,, replacing 
Dr. F. Eppling Reinartz who will become president of the Lutheran Theological 
Souther Seminary at Columbia, N.C. Dr. Harkins has been assistant to ULCA 
president Dr. Fry since 1949. 


Heard an address by the Rt. Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill, former presiding 
bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church (US) and a World Council of Churches 
president, in which he described unity as "the great problem" still confronting 
the Christian church. He said “the present condition of hundreds of divided 
churches is contrary to the purpose of God revealed in Christ". EPS, Geneva 


Religious Groups Hail Plan to Change Kerala School Law 


(Trivandrum, Kerala) - An announcement in the Kerala Legislative Assembly that 
the controversial Education Act, enacted during the previous Communist adminis- 
tration, will be modified, has been hailed by religious groups here. 


The law was passed in 1957 over the strong opposition of Roman Catholic, 
Protestant and (Hindu) Nair school authorities, who denounced it as an infringe- 
ment on the freedom of private education and an attempt to regiment the country's 
private schools on a Communist basis. 


The law required, among other things, that teachers be appointed from a 
panel appreved by the Public Service Vommission. This provision was later sus- 
pended following several outbursts of violence, picketing and other civil dis- 
Obedience tactics by groups which included both students and teachers. 


The Communist government which ruled from April 1957 until July 31, 1959, 
was later dismissed by the President of India on charges of lawlessness and mis- 
rule and the National Government took over. New Delhi's control ended after 
February 1 when general clections were held in which the three-party United De- 
mocratic Front, which had strongly opposed the Education Act, won 94 out of the 
126 seats in the state assembly. (See EPS Nos. 1, 17, 20, 21, 26 and 29, 1959). 

BPS, Geneva 
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Puerto Rican Bishops Bar.Vote for Munoz 


(San Juan) - Three Roman Catholic bishops have issued a pastoral letter forbid- 
ding Catholics to vote for Governor Luis Munoz Marin's Popular Democratic party, 


Mr. Munoz Marin is seeking re-election as chief executive of the island 
commonwealth in elections November 68, 


In the letter published in the independent newspaper El Mundo, the bishops 
criticized the Governor's administration on three counts: its opposition to 
allowing public school children time off to attend religious instruction classes; 
a law permitting the teaching of birth control and allowing sterilization; and 
public tolerance of common-law marriages. 


> 


They said: “It is our obligation to prohibit Catholics from giving their 
votes to a party that accepts as its own the morality of the 'regime of liberty! 
negating Christian morals." 


The signers were Archbishop James P,. Davis of San Juan, Bishop James HE. 
McManus of Ponce, and Bishop Iuis Aponte Martinez, titular bishop of Lares. 


Governor Munoz Marin has termed the letter an “incredible and unjust inter- 
vention in political liberties of Puerto Rican citizens". EPS, Geneva 


Inter-Faith Team Will Make New Bible Translations 


(New York) - A new joint translation of the Scriptures has been begun in New 
York by a team of Protestant, Roman Catholic and Jewish scholars. 


The new translation will be published in 30 paperback volumes by a commercial 
firm, at intervals between 1962 and 1966. 


Heading the translation team is Dr. William F. Albright, Methodist scholar 
and professor emeritus of Semitics at John Hopkins University, Baltimore, Md. 
His associates include the Rev. Mitchell J. Dahood, S.J., of the Pontifical 
Biblical Institute in Rome; Dr. Moshe Greenberg and Dr. H.A. Speiser, both of 
the University of Pennsylvania; and Prof. Bo Reicke of the University of Basel, 
Switzerland. EPS, Geneva 


New Statistics Emphasize Missionary Language Problem in Formosa 


(Taipei, Formosa) - Only 59 of the 534 Protestant missionaries serving in Formosa 
(Taiwan) speak Taiwanese, The others, some of whom were formerly stationed on the 
Mainland, use Mandarin or speak through interpreters, according to a report by 
Far Eastern News Service. 


The agency says the number of native-born Taiwanese on the island is between 
Seven and cight million. Latest statistics based on a report by the Ministry of 
‘the Interior reveal the island's population includes a total of about one and a 
half million Chinese "Mainlanders" including 300,000 serving in the armed forces, 
instead of the "two to three million" figure usually quoted. 


The Taiwan Christian Yearbook for 1960 reports that Formosa has 1,478 local 
churches and chapels administered by over 60 denominations, ‘The largest of these 
is the Presbyterian Church with English, Canadian and American branches numbering 
136,250 members and 116,517 “inquirers". Other church institutions include nine 

theological seminaries, 14 hospitals and clinics, one university, three colleges, 
six high schools and 50 kindergartens. EPS, Geneva 
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Last Protestant Missionary Leaves Chinese Mainland 


(Baltimore, Md.) - A Lutheran missionary who has spent 12 years in Communist 
China, five of them in prison, is returning to the United States. He is believed 
to be the last US Protestant missionary to leave the Mainland. 


The Rev. Paul J. Mackensen, Jr., 35, is now on a freighter en route from 
Hong Kong to New York. He is expected to arrive in the United States in mid- 
November, according to reports received by his father, the Rev. Paul Mackensen, 
Sr., in Baltimore, Md. 


Mr. Mackensen, Jr., served a five-year prison term for alleged espionage. 
After his release in liarch 1957, he announced his intention to remain in China, 
In Septomber of that year he took a position as teacher of English at the Shang- 
hai Institute of Foreign Languages. 


The elder Mr. Mackensen said he did not know what his son's plans were when 
he returned to the US. The young missionary's decision to stay in China after 
his release from prison in 1957 had led to reports that he had been brainwashed, 
But his father told reporters that his son "decided to stay ... because he felt, 
once out, he could not get back in. He had learned to love the Chinese people 
and wanted to serve them," 


Mr. Mackensen, Jr., first went to China in 1948. When the Communists took 
over in 1949 he elected to continue his ministry at Tsingtao. One year later 
when he’ requested permission to leave Red China his request was refused. He was 
arrested in 1952. EPS, Geneva 


Chri stian Ties Seen Binding Churches Across Political Lines 


(Munster) - The ties which bind Christians in Eastern and Western Europe are 
stronger than the political differences which separate them, it has been empha- 
sized by Dr. Ernst Wilm, president of the Evangelical Church of Westphalia. 


"The Iron Curtain should not be regarded as a black-and-white demarcation 
line between Christianity and atheism’, he told a recent mecting in Munster of 
Protestant religious teachers in Westphalian colleges. “The fact that Christians 
on both sides of the political frontier are reconciled within the Oikumene, gives 
us cause for gratitude to God." 


He stressed the fact that Christians in Eastern Europe are not living in 
"silent churches or catacombs" and that the leaders of the Russian Orthodox Church 
guide it "in obedience to God". 


Referring to the recent Conference of European Churches at Nyborg, Denmark, 
Dr. 'ilm, onc of the conference leaders, said one should not underestimate the 
importance of the fact that at the meetings Christians from all over Europe not 
only convened at a time of serious political tension, but were able to talk to 
one another in a Christian spirit even on such international problems as dis- 
armament and assistance to underdeveloped countries. 


Such conversations, he said, give also a reason for hope that "this spirit 
of reconciliation may help to bring about political peace between the nations". 
EPS, Geneva 
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Inter-Communion No "Panacea", Lutheran Leader Says 


(Hannover) - A prominent German Lutheran church official has warned here that the 
churches ought not to regard inter-communion as "a panacea" or.a way out of "an 
embarrassing situation". 


Oberkirchenrat Erwin Wilkens of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Germany, writing in his church's fortnightly journal said the churches must be 
concerned that they do not put pressure upon the individual conscience in this 
matter by coming to a hasty decision. 


Referring specially to the Lausanne Youth Assembly held this summer, Pastor 
Wilkens said he did not object “in principle” to the fact that the youth had 
tackled "this most delicate question with youthful impatience, 


But, he said, "their impatience and carefree attitude" must not be used by 
the churches as a point from which to launch "a programme of action which would 
take advantage of a favourable movement to force the issue (and thus) take away 
the Christian's freedom of decision". 


"It is precisely in ccumenical co-operation that we must avoid taking de- 
cisions which represent only the outward or superficial and do not demonstrate 
a genuine ecumenical attitude", he wrote. 


"Ts separation at the communion table really worse than the division between 
the confessions?" the article asks. "Is it not possible that in the long run, 
by respecting the convictions and traditions of others we will arrive at a more 
fruitful ecumenical attitude? May it not be an ecumenical obligation to avoid 
any pressure upon conscience, and ... to exercise solidarity even while remain- 
ing divided, not to ‘press forward! but instead to hold communion services at 
ecumenical conferences (when so sanctioned) in local churches." 


If the issue is forced, he continued, the churches run the danger of “turning 
communion into an ethical issue". The basic problem in the ecumenical movement, 
he declared, is for the churches first to study more carefully the relationship 
between the unity of the Church in Christ and the visible manifestations of that 
unity. 


The issue of inter-communion has been the subject of considerable debate 
among church leaders since youth at the Lausanne Assembly asked the churches to 
"work seriously for the establishment of an increasingly inclusive inter—communion" 
(see EPS No. 38). EPS, Geneva 


WCC Names New Youth De 


(Geneva) - The Rev. Roderick S. French, 29, a minister of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church (USA) has bcen appointed cxecutive secretary of the Youth Department of 
the World Council of Churhes. The appointment is effective immediatcly. 


artment ixecutive 


Mr. French succeeds the Rev. Philip Potter, who had held the position since 
December 1957. Mr. Potter has accepted a position as one of the general secre- 
taries of the Methodist Missionary Society, which has headquarters in London, He 
will have special responsibility for the Society's work in West Africa and the 
West Indies, 


Mr. French has served as associate secretary of the Department since Septem- 
ber 1959. Previously he was for six years (1954-1959) chairman of the youth 
committee of the World Council of Churches and the World Council of Christian 
Education. In 1951-1952 he was chairman of the National Youth Commission of his 
echurch. 
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A native of Le Grande, Oregon, Mr. French was curate of the Church of the 
Ascension, New York, 195/-59.During that time he was a candidate for the Doctor 
of Theology degree at Union Theological Seminary, New York. He is a graduate of 
Kenyon College, Gambier, Ore.,and received his Bachelor of Divinity degree from 
Episcopal Theological School, Cambridge, Mass., in 1957. 


From 1953 to 1955 he was chairman of the interdenominational United Christian 
Youth Movement. He was consultant to the North American Faith and Order Confec- 
rence in Oberlin, Ohio, in 1957, and in 1958 attcnded the World Christian Educat-— 
ion Convention in Tokyo, He is the author of "Don't Miss Your Calling" and a 
series of articles on “Church or Sect". He is married to the former Evelyn Fagg 
‘of North Platte, Nebraska. EPS, Geneva 


Burmese Prime Minister Pledges Religious Freedom 


(Rangoon) - Burmese Prime Minister U Nu has tolda meeting in Rangoon that adopt- 
ion of Buddhism as the state religion will not affect the constitutional guaran- 
tees of freedom of conscience nor result in government discrimination against 
adherents of other religious faiths, 


The Prime Minister said that "all citizens of our country can look forward 
with confidence to the future. The Buddhist religion in Burma has always shown 
tolerance and respect for other religions." 


He spoke at a reception given by the Society for the Propegation of the 
Faith, a Roman Catholic organisation. HPS, Geneva 


Closer Co-operation Asked Between Protestants and Roman Catholics 

(Edinburgh) - Sir Thomas Taylor, principal of Aberdeen University, has told the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, meeting here, that the Church of 
Scotland should, "without compromise of truth, draw closer to Roman Catholics in 
Christian charity, seeking whenever we may to find ways of co-operation with them 
in Christian service to our fellow-men". ; 


Affirming that "this Kirk of Scotland is a church of the Reformation" and 
that there are “certain things Con the Roman Catholic Church) we deny, «ses in 
particular the mass and mariolatry ... because these things have no warrant in 
Seripture, because they are false in fact and because they are idolatrous both 
in principle and practice", Sir Thomas declared: 


"But this being said, Fe tee be said, let us recognize that Catholics like 
ourselves worship the same Lord and follow the same Christian way. Because of 
this we have far more in common with them than with all those who reject the 
Lordship of Christ whether they call themselves atheists, materialists, agnostics, 
scientific humanists or whatever it may be." 


He advised the Assembly to "note with interest and sympathy the growing em- 
phasis which the Roman church is placing on the study of the Bible, particularly 
in France", 

"The Bible is a explosive book when it gets into men's hands and is taken 
seriously", he said. "Watch this new Roman Catholic interest in the Scriptures: 
it could be fraught with mnsequences of the greatest moment." EPS, Geneva 
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said, "despite (this) fact, the state possesses a basis of legality, a consti- 
tutional form, the support of public Opinion, (all of which) provide opportunities 
for legal action ... which have not yet been exhausted", (See EPS No. 16) 

EPS, Geneva 


Bishop of Guildford Dies at 63 

(Brockenhurst, England) - The Bishop of Guildford, the Rt. Rev. Ivor Watkins, 
died suddenly Monday, October 24, at Brockenhurst, England, where he had gone 
for a bricf convalescence after an illness. He was 63, 


Long a leader in the ecumenical movement, Bishop Watkins was a membor of the 
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches and was chairman of the Council 
for Ecumenical Co-operation of his church. In 1956 he headed a World Council 
delegation which visited the Ecumenical Patriarchate of the Orthodox churches in 
Istanbul, to express the sympathy and offer aid on behalf of the churches fol- 
lowing the political riots there, 


Bishop Watkins was canon residentiary in Bristol Cathcdral from 1954~1955 
He was translated to the see of Guildford in 1956. He was educated at LET Ly 
Hall, Cambridge, and at Cuddesim Theological College, and was ordained in 1924, 
He saw active service in the First World War. EPS, Geneva 


In Brief 
British preacher Dr, Leslie D. Weatherhead has preached his last sermon as 
pastor of London's City Temple, before a congregation of 3,000 persons. The 66— 
year old Methodist clergyman, often called the "best-known religious writer in 
the English-speaking world" is retiring from the pastorate after 23 years service. 


* x 


Seminaries to prepare Hindu Holy Men are under consideration in India. Re-= 
commendation before the Hindu Religious Endowments Commission include a suggest= 
ion to develop institutims patterned after Christian seminaries, 


* * 


The Assemblies of God, a US Pentecostal denomination, has announced it will 
broadcast a revival programme to Russia, The prograuwme will broadcast twice a 
week in Russian and Ukrainian over five Far East stations and from KICY Nome, 
Alaska. A spokesman said that similar broadcasts during the past six years under 
private auspices have a listening audience estimated at more than six million 


persons. 
x 


In Franeker, the Netherlands, Roman Catholics and Dutch Reformed will use 
the same church building The old Roman Catholic church will be demolished and 


-O 


until the new one is completed,, the Dutch Reformed have offered use of their 
building to the Roman Catholics. EPS, Geneva 
Correction 


It was incorrectly statcd in last week's issue (No. 39, October 2lst) that 
the Archbishop of York, the Most Rev. A.M, Ramscy, was the representative of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury to the Church of Scotland's observances marking the 400th 
anniversary of the Scottish Reformation. Dr, Ramsey spoke at the Anglican service 
held at St. Mary's Episcopal Cathedral, Edinburgh, on the previous Sunday, 


ies » & 
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As a start in meeting some of these problems, the consultation recommended 
that courses be undertaken immediatcly to train leaders who could establish rural 
co-operatives on "a large scale" in each of the four countries represented. 


The discussion on work in urban 


areas also resulted in a series of recom= 
mendations, 


These included: the establishment of housing co-operatives and of day hos- 
tels for labourers and Students; the training of Christian social workers; the 
establishment of marriage guidance and family plaming centres; and programmes 


to assist Christians "to participate fully" in trade unio 
tions, 


ns and similar organisa- 
tin all new programmes undertaken by the churches, the consultation emphasized, 
Mthe primary emphasis ... must not be on the maintenance of however excellent 
Christian institutions, but on full participation in total conmunity programmes, 


“However difficult it may be", it stated, "the churches must not view the 
government actions in taking over Schools, for example, as a crippling blow to 
the Christian enterprise, but as an invitation to participate in a wider ficld 


and to find new forms in which to make a Specifically Christian witness." 


EPS, Geneva 
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Plans Confirmed For WCC South Africa Consultation 


(Geneva) - The consultation of leaders of the eight member churches of the World 
Council of Churches in South Africa on the racial situation will be held as origin- 
ally planned in the Union of South Africa, probably Johannesburg, December 7 - 14. 


Plans for the inter-racial, inter-denominational meeting were confirmed by 
Dr. Robert S. Bilheimer, WCC associate general secretary upon his return to Geneva 
following a week of meetings with leaders of the eight churches in Johannesburg. 


The fact that it will be held in the Union means that Bishop Ambrose Reeves, 
who was to have been one of the delegates of the Anglican Church, will not be able 
to attend. Bishop Reeves, an articulate opponent of the government's apartheid 
policies, was deported on September 12. 


A request to the government by the consultation planning committee on behalf 
of all eight churches that he be allowed to returm for the consultation was denied. 


A unanimously adopted statement issued by the planning committee following 
Jast week's meetings said in part: "One delegate, officially nominated by a 
member church, will not be permitted to attend, and this has created difficulties 
in connection with the consultation. A request was presented by representatives 
of the Planning Committee to the government for a re-entry permit for Bishop 
Ambrose ReeveSeee-. Even though this request was denied and the Planning Commit- 
tee's wishes in the matter notgranted, the Planning Committee adheres to the 
Scheduled dates..,." (See Statement I - Document attached.) 
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A companion statement of “Re-affirmation of Purpose" also unanimously adopted, 
was also issued, It noted that preparatory documents are being prepared by each 
of the member churches, and that each delegation will participate "as an equal 
' partner with the others". It declared: 


"Tt is not our purpose to convert one another to our own opinions, but as 
Christians to seek together the guidance of God in achieving a more profound under- 
standing of His purpose in South Africa and for our witness in this land." (See 

“Statement II - Document attached.) 


The initial proposal that it convene the consultation was first advanced by 
the World Council last May. Plans of procedure called for each church to name five 
to ten delegates. It has been learned that each church has named the maximum 
number — making a total of eighty in all. Meeting with the South African church 
leaders will be a seven-member World Council delegation. 


aot 


Announcement that the consultation will be held as scheduled has been widely 
hailed by the South African press. The Daily Mail of Johmnesburg commented ed- 
itorially, "The important thing is that the conference should be held, and held in 
the Union. In the crisis now confronting South Africa, the churches have an in- 
portant role to fulfil. If at this meeting they can achieve better understanding 

"and a greater degree of unity among themselves, they will have done something to 
strengthen the position and the voice of the Church. If they can also clarify and 
re-affirm their view on the religious, social and human issues which this country 
has thrown up, they will achieve something of significance for South Africa as a 
whole." EPS, Geneva. 


United Lutheran Church Asks Nuclear Weapons Ban y 


(Atlantic City) - A statement calling upon all nuclear powers to agree on cessation 
of nuclear weapons testing, with adequate inspection and control, has been un- i 
animously approved by the 22nd biennial convention of the United Lutheran Church : 
in America. 


The statement declared: “We call upon the governments of the United States | 

and other nuclear powers to persist in the efforts to arrive at effective multi- : 

lateral agreements on the cessation of all kinds of nuclear weapons testing with 
provision for adequate inspection and control. 


"Toward this end, we believe that a moratorium on testing should be continued 
until every opportunity to secure such effective agreements has been utilized. 


“We advocate this position not only because hazards to health will be thereby 
)kept at a minimum, but also because agreement on the cessation of testing could 
serve to ally suspicion and provide an intermmational experience in inspection and 
‘control which are deemed essential to the regulation and Gee ate of armaments in tin 
a manner that will not endanger the security of any nation! 


The statement asked the governments of the US and Canada "to wage peace and 
seek the prevention of war simultaneously by (a) assisting the economically under- 
privileged nations...; (b) consolidating and extending their ties with free na- 
tions; (c) engaging with other governments in peaceful competition where important 
differences exist and in peaceful co-operation where fundamental principle is not 
compromised. e 


= The draft was prepared under the direction of the church's Board of Social 


Missions with the aid of Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, a ULCA clergyman, who is director 
of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, a joint agency of the 
World Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council. 


* In another action the convention rejected a resolution urging abolition of the 
death penalty as punishment for crime. The unexpected negative action -— by a nar- 
‘row margin of 248 to 238 votes - followed an hour of discussion and debate over a 
st pecan one be the ULCA's Board of Social Tecuae which contended that the 
+ "an effective deterrent of crime" : na 


. 
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Principle opposition came from Judge Charles B, Zimmerman of the Supreme Court 
lof Ohio, who said that “a good deal of misguided sentimentality" has clouded the 
‘issue of capital punishment. "I cannot oppose capital punishment," he said. “It 
can be defended biblically. T718 Just. EPS, Geneva. 
| 
American Baptists Transfer Property to Burma Church 


\(Myitkyina, Burma) - Burma, the first mission field of US Baptists, has become the 
first field on which arrangements have been completed to transfer all America Baptist 
mission property to local ownership. 


¢ The way was cleared for the transfer at the recent 92nd annual meeting of the 
iBurma Baptist Convention which approved a systematic plan of transfer which had 
Ibeen worked out by the US church's Foreign Mission Societies and representatives of 
the various language groups within the Burma Convention. The transfer involves 
more than 160 plots of land, many with churches, schools, staff residents and hos- 
lpitals. 


| In another session the Convention, which with a more than 12,000 attendance 
jwas the largest Protestant assembly ever held in the country, made plans to mark 
the 150th anniversary in 1963 of the arrival in 1813 of Adoniram and Ann Judson, 
ipioneer missionaries to the country. The date will be celebrated as part of a 
[five-year evangelism campaign which opens next year. EPS, Geneva. 


i 
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Anglicans Face Problems of Shifting Population 


(London) - The Church of Ingland has reported that 370 of its 17,980 parish churches 
lin England are not being used regularly for public worship and another 420 are ex- 
pected to become redundant in the next 15 or 20 years. 


“Apathy among churchgoers is not the cause," said Bishop Kenneth Hearley of 
Grimsby, a member of the church commission that drew up the report. “Our churches 
happen to be where people are not." 


He said this was due to population shifts from the centre of big towns. The 
report said that of the 790 churches which are now or will become redundant, some 
1440 are of particular historic or architectural value. It urged establishment of 
la fund to preserve these churches. EPS, Geneva. 


Korea Sends Workers to West Pakistan 


(Seoul) - Three graduates of Ewha University, Seoul, Korea, will be sent as frater- 
inal workers to West Pakistan. After a preliminary orientation period they will 
teach a a three-year period in schools conducted by the Church of Pakistan (An- 
glican). 


In extending the invitation for them to work in Pakistan the Anglican body had 
Originally offered to provide for their support, but interest of the students and 
faculty of Ewha University has been so strong that they have guaranteed the full 
Support of all three teachers for three years. EPS, Geneva. 


AnglicansAsk Review of Australian Immigration Policy 
(Sydney) -~ The Synod of the Anglican Diocese of Sydney has, called upon the Aust- 
ralian governmont to appoint a citizens! committee to review the country's immig- 
jration policy. 
) A resolution asked that the proposed committee should consider whether the so- 
called White Australia policy should be changed "in the interests of Australia and 
| its relations with South-East Asia". Tt warned that the present "restricted im- 
pee eretion policy" seemed to many people like "international apartheid or racial 
| Segregation by exclusion". EPS, Geneva. 
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iilest Pakistan Christians Aid Need 


\(Lahore) - The West Pakistan Christian Council has sent aid to victims of two emer- 
lgencies. 

| Meeting last week in Lahore, the Council authorized assistance of 7,500 rupees 
i(US$1, 581) for families in Karachi who have been forcibly removed from eae homes 
lby government authorities to another section in the city where no shelter is avail- 
able. The families, an estimated 150 persons in all, had reportedly been given 
warning six months ago that they should seek new homes, but had ignored the instruc- 
tion. The reason for the romoval was not given. 


The Council also approved a shipment of 45 bales of clothing to be sent by air 
‘to disaster arcas in East Pakistan where scores are reported in need as the result 
of recent cyclones, EPS, Geneva. 


| 
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Watican City) - The Vatican has declared that the Catholic Church has the duty in 
lcertain circumstances to give political instructions to its members, because voters 
lelect legislators who pass laws that can be either "good or bad" from the Catholic 
viewpoint. 


Vatican Announces Stand on Voting 


The statement took the form of an article in L'Osservatore Romano, the Vatican 
daily newspaper. It said the synod which Pope John XXIII had organized in Rome 
learlier this year had agreed that "the Church has the right and duty to explain the 
faithful and moral obligations which they must respect as voters". 


| ‘The paper commented that a vote is "a moral act" even more than a “political" 
one and can “influence the religious and moral life of a people profoundly". 

| Barly interpretations of the statement to the effect that the principle does 
Inot apply at the present time to the United States, were reportedly viewed "with 
lastonishment" by ecclesiastical officials, A Vatican spokesman pointed out that. 
ithe article never mentioned the United States. He said that it did not say that 
ithe Church "can stand aside" in the United States or any other country, but that the 
lchurch "could stand aside" in a country where all parties "offered ye ae guaran 
tees of respecting rights of God, of church and of Christian conscience" The 
spokesman made it clear, however, that he considered such a hypothesis Brien and 
IL'Osservatore Romano article clearly indicated that such guarantees do not exist in 
any country that admits divorce. EPS, Geneva. 


isyncretism Seen As "Dangerous As Secularism" 


((Arnoldshain) - Dr. W.A.Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, said here that"“syncretism is just as characteristic of our time as secular- 
ism and equally dangerous". 


He called it "the secret religion of intellectuals" in Europe and said that 
‘leaders in Asia also tend to favour this view. 


| Against this background, he stressed, the churches of the world are called upon 
ito give clear testimony to "Jesus Christ - the Light of the World", the theme of the 
World Council's Third Assembly late next year in New Delhi, India. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft addressed a conference of seventy ecumenical leaders of the 
German churches at a meeting at Arnoldshain. EPS, Geneva. 
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Polish Clergy Warmed of Assistance Group 


(Warsaw) - A Roman Catholic bishop in Poland has urged priests in his diocese not 
to join the so-called "priests group" which offers financial help to the clergy 
“impoverished as the result of the government's heavy taxes. 


Bishop Ignacy Swirski of Siedlce said in a circular letter that the group 
| has government backing and is trying to "buy" the clergy by offering them charity. 
B EPS, Geneva. 


| Vatican Council Preparatory Commission Begins Work 

| (Vatican City) - The preparatory pontifical commission set up by Pope John XXIII 
for theological matters to be discussed at the forthcoming Second Vatican Council 
has begun its work. 


: Chairman of the first meeting of the group held recently was Alfredo Cardinal 
Ottaviano, Secretary of the Sacred. Congregation of the Holy Office. Father 
pebastian Tromp, S.J., was its secretary. 


It was announced last week that arrangements are being made for a special 
Budience with the Pope for all members and counselors of the various commissions 
fand secretariats preparing for the Council. i Vatican announcement said the audi- 
Nence will be the first necting of the Pope with those whon he has charged with the 
responsibility for handling the Council. EPS, Geneva. 


| Archbishop of Canterbury Will Visit Orthodox Leaders and Pope 
| (London) ~The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, will make an 
| eleven-day visit to the Middle East and Istanbul, Turkey, to visit Orthodox Church 
INleaders and to Rome to pay a courtesy call on Pope John XXIII, 


Dr. Fisher will leave London on November 22 and will return on December 4. 


a In Jerusalen the Archbishop will call on the Orthodox Patriarch and other Mid- 
Wdle East church leaders to “express in person the close friendship which has long 
}existed between Anglican and the other Eastern Churches". He will also visit ! 
l\sites of Biblical interest in the Holy Land. During his stay he will be the guest 
“of Anglican Archbishop in Jerusalem, the Most Rev. Campbell MacImes. On his 

| return trip the Archbishop hopes to stop at Istanbul to visit His All Holiness Athen- 
Pagoras I, Ecumenical Patriarch of the Orthodox Church. His visit to the Vatican 

} will be made following this. 


7 A statement issued by the Information Office of the Church of England in 
“connection with the visit quoted a recent statement of the Archbishop commending 
“the interest of Rome in the movement towards unity and plans for the new Vatican 
"Secretariat on unity as “another sign of the times, and full of godly promise". 
i(See Document II attached for full text of statement, ) 


nm . The Information Office said that it is in the light of such considerations 
that “the Archbishop desires in the spirit of courtesy and friendship among Christ- 
Jans to visit the Ecumenical Patriarch and the Pope..." EPS, Geneva. 

& 


} Inter-Communion Issue Must Be Faced, BCC Told 


(London) - A young Anglican theological student sparked off a vigorous debate 
about the practice of inter-communion at ecumenical meetings at the meeting last 
Wweek of the British Council of Churches. 


| 
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Mr. Stephon Pearce, a atudent’at King's College, London, told the Council 
that the question of inter-communion “arises and it will arise at future meetings. 


Has the last word been said by our leaders in this matter?" he asked. "If so, 
the outlook is dangerous. If the bonds of denominationai loyalty are not to be 
burst, a way forward has to be found." He said the whole question had fallen 


like a "bombshell" at the Lausanne Youth Assembly this past July. The 1,800 
participants at the Assembly "regretted" that they could not join together in 
communion and asked serious study of the question by the churches. 


Discussion following indicated a divergency of views on the controversial 
issue. The Very Rev. E.H.Lewis-Crosby, Dean of Christ Church, Dublin, made a 


| vigorous and impassioned plea for the abandonment of any attitude which upheld the 
BS" fencing of altars". 


The Rev. John Martin, secretary of the Student Christian Movement, said that 
it would appear that the youth of the church are being asked by their leaders to 
give them guidance in the matter. But this, he assured the Council, would not 


happen. 


The Council later adopted a resolution referring the matter to the BCC's 


' Faith and Order and Youth Departments for joint study. At the conclusion of: the 


discussion the Archbishop of Canterbury said it was "the best I have heard yet..." 
but reminded the Council that the issue is not new, that it has been debated many 


| times and that it is inseparable from the question of unity. EPS, Geneva. 


Call For “Prophetic Christian Judgement" in South Africa 
(New York) - Alan Paton, South African novelist, says that both English-speaking 


' and Afrikaans-speaking Christians must share with the government in bearing res- 


ponsibility for the "unhappy situation" in the Union of South Africa today. 


He spoke at a guestion-and-answer session following a luncheon given in his 
honour by the New York office of the World Council of Churches. Mr. Paton at- 
tributed conditions in South Africa to "sinful men" whereyer they are found, in 


' churches or politics. He said, however, that leaders of English-speaking churches 


had attempted to exercise "prophetic Christian judgment" in the statements op- 


posing apartheid (racial segregation). 


Mr. Paton, an Anglican layman, said that apartheid was often expressed as a 
noble ideal of individual or separate development of the races. The policy of 
segregation in South Africa is currently called “autogenous development". The 
end of such a policy, however, was white supremacy, he said, "with all the hunilia- 


» tion and deprivation it involves". 


He spoke of the tragedy of deluding oneself by expressing noble ideals in 
political policies and then shutting one's eyes to the actual evil consequences 


"which are so harmful and cruel to human beings". 


The Dutch Reformed Church no longer attempts to defend apartheid on a Bibli- 


cal basis, he said, but many members of the church belicve that it is God's intent 
'that the races should be separate. 


The novelist said that many white people, both English and Afrikaans-speaking, 
in South Africa today were disquieted by apartheid though far too little expres- 
Sion is given to this umrest. This was true of members of the Dutch Reformed 
Church as well as the English-speaking churches, he said. 
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Affirming that he was not here to "give a gloomy picture or to be opti- 
mistic but to report the truth" Mr. Paton predicted that apartheid would come to 
an end within the decade. Forces both within the country and outside, elsewhere 
on the continent and in the world, would force a change, he felt. 


"This change would in any event be drastic," he said. "But the question 
that preoeccupiecs us all is whether it must also be bloody and violent," 


Dr. Roswoll Barnes, executive secretary in the New York office of the World 
Council of Churches, expressed gratitude to Mr. Paton "for increasing our under- 
standing of the tragic perplexities of the situation". EPS, Geneva. 


~ 


Bcunenical Patriarch Testifies in Treason Trials 


(Yassiada) - His All Holiness Athenagoras I, Ecumenical Patriarch of the Eastern 
Orthodox Church, has told a Turkish Court that he was informed by the Government 
1. two hours in advance of the 1955 anti-Greek riots in Istanbul. 


The Patriarch gave his testimony in the trial of former Turkish Premier Adnan 
i) Menderes who, with more than 400 members of his government, is being tried for 
treason for allegedly stirring up the riots for political purposes. Many Greeks 
were killed and their homes and churches burned in the riots, Mr. Menderes has 

i) testified that the riots were instigated by the army junta which overthrew hin. 


The Orthodox leader also said that two weeks before the riots occured the 
Governnent had taken precautionary measures to safeguard the headquarters build- 
ings and church of the Patriarchate. 


! i letter sent by the Patriarch to the Govemmment a week after the events 

| describing the destruction was read in court. The letter denounced the "terrible 
iyviolence" done by “organized groups acting... under the very eyes of passive 
policemen", It said that 70 churches were completely destroyed by fire and the 

| holy places were "desecrated in a revolting manner. One priest was killed and 
another nolested. 


It charged that “organized groups carrying destructive implements and acting 
fin aecordance with a definite pre-established plan, obeying orders given from a 
single centre, spread over different parts of the city... (and) under the eyes of 
| passive policemen attacked the Greeks with terrifying violence, as if they were 
obeying a signal". EPS, Geneva. 


| French Protestants Ask Negotiations On Algerian War 


(Montbéliard) - The Tenth Plenary Assembly of the French Protestant Churches has 
Called for immediate resumption of negotiations on "as broad a base as possible" 
ito seek a solution to the Algerian war, now in its seventh year. 


The Assembly meeting in Montbéliard adopted by an overwhelming majority a 
Statement which said that such negotiations should seek “an equitable status for all 
the communities which live together in Algeria, and a guarantee against all re- 
mprisals", 


It said that if such negotiations should not reach a speedy conclusion, the 
necessity of involving outside mediators would become "inevitable". 


The Assembly declared that the situation leads the churches to issue a mandate 
to President de Gaulle to appeal to Algerian leaders for proclamation. of an early 
truce. It said that such a mandate should be issued if possible in co-operation 
}With other French religious leaders. 
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The statement declared that the Algerian war has "divided our country, andes. 
reated barricrs of misunderstanding between France and other countries of the world, 
specially those in Africa." At the same time im France, it said, it is producing 

a "moral and legal deterioration which is undermining the very concept of the State 
@..- which incites those who have been given power (administrative, military oF 
police) to use it for subversive purposes". 


L The statcuont drew particular ettention to the moral perplexities of youth 
Who must fight in the war. It said that it is not possible to say that “layalty 
Monsists in taking one single attitude", but, added that, (the Ghurch) feels bound 
fito state that refusal to obey the authorities, which today is developing into an 
fillegal attitude, could not be justified unless the State were completely perverted". 
x It said the primary duty of those serving in the army in Algeria “aifficult as 
fat is, is to bear witness among their comrades and among the whole population to the 
Meconciling Christ’. 
It said they “ought never to consent to the degradation, by moral and physical 
torture, of the nen against whom they are fighting", even if their enemies have done 
‘80. 
: A section on conscientious objectors says that for these persons this position 
Mseems to be the way to make a clear testimony" and assured then that the Assembly's 
Mnember churches would continue to press for their legal recognition. (See Docu- 
Mient III attached for complete text of Statement.) 


The statement is the second one on the Algerian conflict by French church 
Officials in the past two weeks. Last week the French Roman Catholic hierarchy 
Sissued a declaration which also condems desertion and subversion and denounces 
facts of terrorism. (See EPS No.40.) 


Statement on Unit 


In another statement the Assembly called upon the French Protestant churches 
4o work seriously for unity, because "the present division... constitutes a serious 
Dbstacle to the accomplishment of the mission of our churches". 


f 
hs 


4 
While recognizing the churches! authority to make decisions on questions in- 
Wolving doctrine, discipline and liturgy, the Assembly urged then to “respond to 
“She will of Our Lord by indefatijably creating and extending inter-church con- 
BOB..." 

f 


Pastor Mare Boegner, president of the French Protestant Federation for more 
than thirty years, said new unity initiatives are imperative, and noted that the 
federation has not made much progress towards this goal since its formation in 


L905. 


| 


¥ 


Pastor Georges Casalis, of Strasbourg, also pointed to the urgency of the 
‘problen. "Tho divorce between the official Church and the real Church is growing 
fore serious evory day," he said. "As long as we are divided, this breach will 

only grow wider until one day we shall find ourselves all alone with our useless 


_ councils and statutes." 

es The Assembly is held by the Federation every five years. Present, in ad- 
Rition to leaders of its seven member-churches, were representatives of various 
Protestant social work and other organizations. BPS, Geneva. 


. 
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Document I Statement I 


EEA A 


STATEMENT OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE, UNANIMOUSLY 


ADOPTED, OCTOBER 25, 1960 


We are agreed that this Consultation initiated by the World Council of 
Churches should be held in the Union of South Africa as the discussion and wor- 
ship of such an inter-racial and interdenominational meeting will have a greater 
impact if it is held within the Union. It is a consultation on certain great 
issues facing the South African churches in their witness in the modern world, 
From the beginning, it has been planned that it be inter-racial in character, 
representative of the eight member churches of the World Council of Churches in 
South Africa, and that the delegates of the South African Churches confer with a 
representative delegation from the World Council of Churches, It is noted. thas 
this World Council of Churches delegation will be inter-confessional, internation- 
al, inter-racial in its membership. Such a gathering, met to attempt a fresh 
understanding of the meaning of the Christian Faith for our times, constitutes 
in itself a Christian witness of importance, although it is recognised that as yet 
there is no common mind on the issues which form the substance of the consulta- 
tion. We meet, therefore, amid disagreement, to seek the guidance of God in 
underetanding more deeply His purpose for us. One delegate, officially nominated 
by a member church, will not be permitted to attend, and this has created dif- 
ficulties in connection with the Consultation. A request was presented by re- 
presentatives of the Planning Committee to the Government for a re-entry permit 
for Bishop Ambrose Reeves of the Church of the Province of South Africa, who is 
also a member of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, Even 
though this was denied, and the Planning Committee's wishes in the matter not gran- 
- ted, the Planning Committee adheres to the scheduled dates, December 7 - 14, 1960. 

Recognizing the urgency of the Situation, the Planning Committee calls upon all 
Christians to support this meeting and its preparations in both corporate and 
private prayer. 


Statement IL 


RE-AFFIRMATION OF PURPOSE 


Adopted unanimously by the Planning Committee, 
October 25, 1960 


The Consultation is called to consider certain great issues facing the 
South African churches in their witness in the modern world. The letter 
addressed by the World Council of Churches to the member churches inviting 
them to this Consultation listed five such issues, and these constitute the 
agenda of the Consultation. Hach member church is preparing a dooument 
dealing with these issucs from its own point of view, and discussion at the 
Consultation will proceed on the basis of these statements. 


The membership of the Consultation consists solely of official delegates 
from the member churches and from the World Council of Churches. Bach 
delegation has been invited to come as an equal partner with the others and 
in this spirit to share in the discussion. 


The Consultation will include those of widely differing convictions. 

It is not our purpose to convert one another to our own opinions, but as 
Christians to seek togother the guidance of God in achieving a more pro- 
found understanding of His Purpose in South Africa and for our witness 
in this land. 
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Docunent II 


The following statement has been issued by the Information Office of the Church 
of England in connection with the press announcement of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury's pilgrinage to the Holy Land and visit to Istanbul and Rome 


During the past 50 years the Church of England has increasingly come into 
friendly relationship with many other Churches. Among them have been the Church 
of Scotland and the Free Churches in the United Kingdon with their sister Churches 
overseas, the Protestant Churches of Europe, and the Orthodox and the other 
Kastern Churches, with whom there is a long tradition of friendship. 


All these Churches are menbers of the World-Council of Churches whose Central 
Committee met at St. Andrews this summer, At this neeting there were ob- 
servers from the Roman Catholic Church, The Archbishop of Canterbury, who at- 
tended, stated recently in his Diocesan Notes:- 


_ “The pace is quickening. We must enter into the unity of spirit with 
Baptists, Congregationalists, Methodists, Presbyterians and even Roman Catholics. 
We all know that we must get together and learn to like to be together before we 
can seriously grow together, 


PAnd, as was said on good authority at St. Andrews, the attitude in Rone 
itself to this movement towards unity of spirit and understanding is changing 
rapidly. Where there was ignorance and suspicion, there is now increasing syn- 
pathetic interest, and in some quarters a manifest desire (if I may so put it 
to enter into the spirit of this movement to see what God can teach us all 
through it. A clear sign of this is that the Pope has set up a new piece of 
Church organisation - a new secretariat for the unity of Christians, of which 
Cardinal Bea is leader and Monsignor Willebrands (who was present at St. Andrews 
as an observer) is secretary. Such a permanent organ of the Roman Church estab- 
lished for the very purpose of maintaining and increasing contact with non- ~ 
Roman Churches is indeed another sign of the times, and full of godly promise." 


It is in the light of what he has written that the Archbishop desires in 
the spirit of courtesy and friendship among Christians to visit the Ecumenical 
Patriarch and the Pope on his way hone fron Jerusalen. 


October 31st, 1960. 


~ 
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Document III 


Translation of Statement Adopted by the Tenth Plenary Assembly of French 
Protestantisn, Montbéliard, 1960. 


The passions unleashed and the acts of violence provoked by the Algerian war 
have divided our country, and are creating barriers of misunderstanding between 
France and the other countries of the world, especially those in Africa. In face 
of this, and as the result of numerous statements by our Churches and by the French 
Protestant Federation, we feel impclled to insist on the need for justice and re- 
conciliation under the Cross of Christ. We address this appeal to all Christians 
and beyond the walls of our churches to all French citizens, wherever they nay be, 
for whom we realise our responsibility. Ei 


We think especially of the Christian churches in Algeria, of the aifficulty 
they have in making their witness, and of the insecurity and fear in which their 
members are living. We wish to assure them of our fraternal thoughts and of our 
constant interceesion within the communion of the Church. 


We again draw attention to the moral and legal deterioration which is under- 
mining the very concept of the State, and which is inexorably accelerated by the 
continuance of this war. It is an unfortunate fact. that this deterioration in- 
cites those who have been given power (adninistrative, military or police) to use 
it for subversive purposes. | ; 

We confess that our partisan passions or our passive attitude, our nationalisn, 


our self-interest or our racialism, have unconsciously aggravated a situation, 
which today seems to have reached an impasse. : 


In face of this situation, what is the Church to do in order to show that it 
belongs to the All-Powerful Lord who is Justice and Reconciliation? In the world 


the Church's primary task is to pray, to preach and to bear witness. Today this 


involves: 


1. Exhorting every menber of the Church to pray without ceasing for 
peace and for all who are personally engaged in this drana - soldiers, 
civilians, Europeans, Moslems - and to assume the concrete commitments 
which this prayer involves. 


2, Giving a mandate to the President of the French Protestant Federation 
to take steps, if possible in co-operation with the other religious 
authorities in our country, to appeal to the head of the State, and to 
the responsible leaders of the Algerian nationalists to proclain a 

truce as soon as possible. 


In any case, negotiations must be resumed on as broad a basis as possible, 
in which the essential thing will no longer be a question of prestige, especially 
unconditional surrender or the guarantee of unconditional independence, but the 
discussion of an equitable status for all the communities which live together in 
Algeria, and a guarantee against all reprisals. If these negotiations should not 
reach a speedy conclusion, mediation would become inevitable, 


Stricken by the deep distress which is causing increasing anxiety to those of 
our young poople who have to bear arms, the Church, responsible for youth wherever 
they may be, cannot say that loyalty consists in taking one single attitude. But 
44 feels bound to state that refusal to obey the authorities, which today is dev- 
eloping into an illegal attitude, could not be justified unless the State were 


; completely perverted. (over) 
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Document II (contd) 


The Church reminds those who are leaving for Algeria, ‘and those who are 
already. serving with the armies there, that their prinary duty (difficult as 
it 48) “is to bear witness among their comrades and among the whole population 
to the reconciling Christ, They ought never to consent to the degradation, by 
moral and physical torture, of the nen against whom they are fighting, even if 
their enemies have taken part in acts of torture.- We assure all those who-leg 
mately refugee to do this of our moral, material and legal support. 


To those who refuse to take part in this war, for reasons of conscience, W 
feel bound to say that in this situation conscientious objection - with all the 
penal consequences which it involves ~ seems to be the wer to make a clear test 
TONY e We assure them also of our support; and we shall go on pressing for le 
recognition for conscientious objectors. . : 


To all the people living in Algeria, who are passing through increasingly 
cruel trials, we again affirm our desire to share their sufferings and sacrific 
to give them more help, and to abandon our historic interests; our economic in- 
terests and our political grudges. We are called all together to discover the 
to a just peace, and to fight for reconciliation between all men. 
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EMBARGO: FOR RELEASE 
World Council Plans Third Assembly November 18, 1960. 


(Geneva) ~ Christian leaders from all over the world will gather one year from to- 
day in New Delhi, India, for one of the major meetings of church leaders of this 
| generation. 


From November 18 to December 6, 1961, the Indian capital will be the scene of 
| the Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches, the major policy-making body 

| of the international organization, whose 178 member churches represent an estimated 
| 315,000,000 of the world's Christians of the Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox and Old 
Catholic confessions. The Assembly theme will be “Jesus Christ - the Light of the 
World", 


The Assembly will be the first meeting of this dimension ever held by the 
Christian churches in Asia. Previous assemblies were held in Evanston, Ill., (USA) 
j in 1954 and in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, where the world body was officially con- 
| stituted in 1948, 


Preliminary plans for the international gathering, which are being worked out 
in co-operation with the National Council of Churches in India and other Asian church 
| leaders, have been announced at WCC headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. 


| Participating will be more than 1,900 church leaders, of whom 625 will be the 
| officially appointed delegates of the WCC's 178 member churches in more than 50 

| countries. The balance of the total figure will be composed of advisers, youth 

| participants, fratermal delegates from national Christian councils and other world 
| Christian bodies, observers and special guests. Among the observers will be 
representatives of the Roman Catholic Church and the Russian Orthodox Church. 


- 
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The Assembly provides the major forum for ecumenical discussions and thinking 
for church leaders in the movement for Christian unity, which came into being a 
little more than half a century ago. 

Within the broad outline cof its main theme the church leaders will focus at- 
tention on three associate themes of "Witness", “Service”, and "Unity", dealing 
respectively with the taking of the Christian message to those outside the churches, 
Christian responsibility to the whole of society and unity among the churches. 


Section meetings on the three topics will produce reports for action by the 
entire Assembly and these and other decisions are expected to set the tone and 
Airection for conversations within the ecumenical movement until the Fourth Assembly, 
to be held approximately six years later. 


At the same time the Assembly will develop the policy and general programme of 
the World Council itself during this period. 


A major event of the opening sessions will be actions designed to integrate 
the World Council and the International Missionary Council which are now working in 
"association". 


i Church leaders have predicted that the integration of the work of these two 
bodies, which have been the two mein organizations through which the churches work 
for mission and unity has been crystallized, will be one of the most significant 
and far-reaching of Assembly actions. 


Following the proposed integration the work of the IMC will be continued in the 
united body by a “Division of World Mission and Evangelism" and by increased em- 
phasis on the Church's mission in all aspects of WC work. 


Major addresses at the opening session will be given by Dr. W. A. Visser 't 
Hooft, WCC general secretary, on the history of the World Council from 1954 to 1961 
and by Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, London, general secretary of the International 
Missionary Council, on "The Development of the IMC". 


Other main addresses will deal with the general theme and the sub—themes. In 
addition to plenary sessions, there will be a series of section and committee meet- 
ings, 


Major items of business at plenary sessions will include: action on statements 
including a proposed expansion of the World Council's Pasis; Christian witness, 
proselytism and religious liberty; faith and order; international relations; so- 
Cial problems; evangelism; and relationships with other organizations and with 
non-member churches. 


The Assembly will also elect a Presidium of six church leaders representing 
Various confessions and will also name a new Central Committee - the 90-member policy 
group which meets annually between Assemblies, The Presidium and Central Committee 
presently serving were named at the Evanston Assembly, in 1954. 


In addition to official Assembly sessions there will be several public rallies 
in which speakers will stress the importance of personal spiritual life, vocation 
and the public proclamation of the Gospel. Other unofficial meetings will deal 
With reports and interpretations of the main lines of World Council work, including 
the Christian impact on intermational political, economic and social life, the Bible 
and the Churches, missionary and evangelical work, the role of the laity in the 
quest for unity, and the activities of the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid and 
Service to Refugees. 

Worship services in many traditions are also being planned, including an open- 


ing service on Sunday morning, November 19, for all participants. Participants will 
also join in regular morning Bible study and in morning worship and evening prayers. 
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All the main Assembly meetings will be held in the Vigyan Bhavan Conference 
Hall, originally built by the Government of India to house a UNESCO conference, in 


1954. EPS, Geneva. 
* * x 


NOTE TO EDITORS, RADIO/TELEVISION FILM REPRESENTATIVES: Sec memo attached for 


information on press accreditation to the Assembly. 


Background photographs for the Assembly are available from WCC, Department of 

Information, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland, also from WCC, 475 Riverside 
rive, New York 27, N.Y., USA. 
‘ * ra * 


Swedish Leader Cites Gains in Church Relations 


(Stockholm) - The Archbishop of the Swedish National Church (Lutheran), Dr. Gunnar 
Hultgren, has told a meeting in Stockholm that prospects for better relations and 
understanding between the National Church and the Free Churches have noticeably im- 
proved. 


| Addressing 3,000 church leaders attending the triennial General Church Confer- 
ence, Dr. Hultgren cited the increased emphasis on evangelism, revivals and per- 
Sonal witnessing in the National Church and "a clear sense of Christian social 
fesponsibilities" developed by the Free Churches. 


"The realization of the serious spiritual situation in the nation and the vision 
of a common Christian task must bring the denominations ever closer to each other," 
he said. BPS, Geneva. 


Clothes Approved 


(Milwaukee, Wise.) - A Sunday School booklet for three-year old children illustrating 
vhrist in knee-length trousers and short tunic-like shirt, rather than in the tradi- 
tional long flowing robe, has been endorsed by the General Council of the Evangeli- 
bal and Reformed Church (US). 


punday School Pictures of Christ in Workin; 


The Council approved the illustrations after Dr. Robert Koenig, of Philadelphia, 
llirector of the curriculum, reported that archeological researchers agree that work- 
fog men of Jesus' time customarily dressed in garb approximating short trousers and 
bhirt. The long robe in which Jesus is traditionally pictured, he said, was used 


LS a combination overcoat-blanket for travel. 


Dr, James E. Wagner, president of the church, said, "I can more easily im- 
Igine (Jesus) wielding his carpenter tools dressed like this than in the long robe 
ith long sleeves in which he is usually pictured". EPS, Geneva. 


Ssian Orthodox Official Visits WCC 


Geneva) - Bishop Nikodim, head of the Office of Foreign Relations of the Moscow 
Btriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church, paid a brief, informal visit to World 
Puncil of Churches' headquarters in Geneva, last week, 


| The Orthodox leader, who was accompanied by Mr. Alexis Buevsky, secretary of 
© Department, made the stop at the invitation of WCC leaders, en route to Moscow 
fom Paris, where he took part in the consecration as Bishop, of Archimandrite 
lexis von der Mensbrugghe. 


Bishop Nikodim was named last July to his present position to succeed Metro- 


bliten Nikolai who had been the director since 1944, At 32 he is the youngest 
“Shop in the Russian Orthodox Church. EPS, Geneva. 
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Japanese Students Invite Korean Students to University 


(Tokyo) ~ A student-led movement to establish a "friendship bridge" between Japan 
and South Korea has been initiated by students at the Intemational Christian 
University, near Tokyo. 


First step in the movement has been an invitation to Korean students to study 
at the school. The movement was reported to have been originated by a senior at 
the university, Fujiya Kawashima, who spent three weeks at a Christian work camp 
near Seoul. University administration officials have given their backing to the 
programme, 
|¢ Dr. Maurice E, Troyor, a university vice-president said, "We are thrilled by 
the spirit and purpose of this proposal... (We hope) we may use scholarship funds 
that have been available for sometime to increase the scholarships and to realize 
an exchange of both students and faculty with Korea". 


The ICU is supported by mission boards of 15 Protestant denominations in the 
United States and Canada. (See EPS No.36) EPS, Geneva. 


| Verwoerd Says Reeves Deportation "No Affront to Church" 


(Capetown) - Dr. Hendrik Verwoerd, prime minister of the Union of South Africa, has 
been quoted in a radio report in Capetown as Saying that the deportation of Anglican 
Bishop Ambrose Reeves of Johannesburg, last September, was "not an affront to the 

| Anglican Church". 


However, said the braadcast, the government is "not prepared to give 
mreasons' for its action in departing the bishop, who has been an outstanding critic 
| of its apartheid policy. 


The radio said the prime minister's statement was contained in a letter sent 
to Johannesburg church warden who had asked to know the motives behind the deporta- 
| tion. It quoted him as writing: 


"The individual was dealt with and not his Church, which undoubtedly does not 
| take responsibility for what its members or clergy say or do in their. private 
| capacity." (See EBS No. 35) ; BEE, Geneva. 


} Catholic Archbishop Protests Against Articles on Protestant Clergy 


| (London) - The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Liverpool has added his voice to Pro- 
testant protests of two articles in a British Sunday newspaper on the Free Church 
j and Anglican clergy. 


Archbishop John C. Heenan said the articles in the London Observer failed to 
ido justice to Protestant and Anglican clergy and "seemed more like a caricature", 


Commenting that he hoped it would not be “impertinent” for a Roman Catholic 
to speak out, Archbishop Heenan said that Protestant clergymen “as a body are dedi- 
cated men", 


"It is impossible not to be impressed by their frugal living and the alacrity 
jwith which they respond to calls on their compassion," he said. "The poor, the 
Sick, the young, the worried, and indeed the criminal turn to them as friends. The 
Self-sacrifice and devoted charity of the wives of clergymen are also everywhere 
jrecognized and admired," 


The controversial articles appeared as a part of a series run by the Observer 
}On the life of the clergy in the principal Christian communions of the world. As 
ja result of the protests the newspaper has promised to print "corrective" articles 
On the Anglican and Free Church clergy. Archbishop Heenan is a member of the 
Vatican Secretariat for unity among Christians. EFS, Geneva. 
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German Bishops Ask Study of Inter-Communion 


(Munich) ~ The Conference of Bishops of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Germany (VELKD) has instructed its committee on ecumenical relations to re-examine 
the question of inter—communion. 


The Conference asked for the report following discussion of the request by the 
Lausanne Youth Assembly last July, that the churches give serious Study to the 
question. The Conference unanimously affirmed that consultations on the subject 
between representatives of different churches or groups shovld be held within the 
framework of the World Conn cau on, Churches, the Lutheran World Federation or the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) , EPS, Geneva. 


british Leaders Support Canterbury Visit to Pope 


(London) ~ Most Anglican and Pree Church leaders in Great Britain are: reported! to 
have welcomed the projected visit of the Archbishop of Canterbury Dr. Gooffrey 
Fisher, to Pope John XXIII in early December. (See EPS No, 41) 


However, most have also cautioned that no dramatic developments should be 
expected from the meeting which will be the first between the head of the Anglican 
Communion and the Pope since the Church of England split from Rome four hundred years 
AL. 


In an interview last week the Archbishop expressed appreciation for the high 
degree of unanimity which greeted the announcement, but noted that comments that 
the story was of no particular news value because any previous Pope would have wel- 
comed a visit from any previous Archbishop of Canterbury, “missed the points. 


He said no previous Archbishop could havo proposed such a visit without the 
certainty of insuperable misunderstandings. 


Tie teorae, MDa. Fs shar declared, "that in one sense what may pass between the 
Pope and myself tay Dev trivialities, In another sense, the fact of tedrine tii 
Vialities is itself a portent of great Significance. 


"What my proposed visit has already established, I hope, is that for the future 
Anglicans and Roman Catholics, and others too, | can talk together freely and openly 
in a spirit of Christian friendship and fellowship, not seeking victory over anothey 
but as fellow-disciples in the Service: Of the One Lord learning, as Christians 
alrays must learn first, by talking: with ona another and speaking the truth as they 
Bee ab in love." 


Anglican leaders who grceted the visit included the Bishop of Chelmsford, Dr, 
S- F. Allison, chairman of the Church of England Council of Inter-Church Rela tions. 
Dr. Allison said, "I warmly welcome the announcement... the Pope has given ample 
evidence of his desire to promote closer understanding between the Roman Catholic 
Church and the non-Roman Catholic Church," 


The Bishop of Bristol, Dr. Oliver S, Tossing commented that "nothing but 
good can come out of their knowing each other better" and added that the meeting 
would be “an important Step in the increasing personal relations Srowing up nowa- 
lays between responsible church leaders in all parts of Christendom" , 


he Rev... Mik, oP, Wood, president of the Islington Conference of Anglican 
ivangelicals, commented, "a religious 'sumiit! as a political one does not mean that 
the ’eaders endorse the policies that each pursucs. There should be no loss of 
yrinciple in the Head of the Anglican Communion meeting with the Head of the Roman 
hurch, and if this meeting gives the mportunity for plain speaking on a number of 
latters which divide tho Churches, good may come of it." 


One of the strongest notes of criticisn from an Anglican came from the Rev. 
» C. King, editor of the Church of England Newspa er, an unofficial publication. 
Many people," he said, "would be happier about the visit if it were taking place on 
Sutral ground and also perhaps with the Patriarch of the Orthodox Church present." 


. 
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"“ithat must be borne in mind and what causes some perturbation among a good 
many Anglicans, is the fact that Rome has not shown herself ready in the slightest 
degree to change her attitude to other churches." 


The Chirch of Ireland Gazette (Anglican) commented that "perhaps too much has 
been made of the meeting... We prefer to regard it as falling naturally in the 
sequence of events." It added that the present world situation makes it "“unthink- 
able that the leaders of the churches should not be at least on calling terms". 


Free Church leaders also greeted the news with satisfaction, if reserve. 


Dr. Ernest A. Payne, secretary of the Baptist Union and vice-chairman of the 
World Council of Churches! Central Committee commented, “it is a timely visit, but 
people must not get too excited about it". 


Dr. R. H. S. Shepherd, a former Church of Scotland Moderator, commented 
that the meeting “can only lead to pleasant ties between the two people". 


An editorial in the Christian World, a Free Church publication, said, "it should 
not be considered a matter of serious ecclesiastical importance". 


A spokesman for the Council of Italian Evangelical Churchessaid the visit 
"doos not raise any new problem, nor does it indicate any change of respective 
positions..." ' 


The Italian press has also given wide coverage to the story. 


The Roman Catholic newspaper I] Quotidiano warned its readers against expecting 
concessions of principle in the coming meeting. It declared, "It would be illogical 
40 imagine that Dr. Fisher was inspired to his courteous action by a changed at- 
titude of the Anglican communion towards Catholicism. It would be even less reason- 
able to suppose that the Pope might modify Catholicism's positions of principle." 


Tl Messaggero, Rome daily, said the visit was one of "extraordinary importance", 
Il Tempo, another Rome paper, commented that the visit together with "the hopes 
aroused... by the intense preparations for the Second Vatican Council... echo 


Christ's desire that all baptized people may form one family". 


Meanwhile in Gcneva, Dr. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, scored as “completely erroneous’ early reports that plans for the meeting 
had been initiated between the Archbishop and Roman Catholic observers attending 
the meeting of the WCC's Central Committee in St. Andrews, Scotland, in August. 

Dr. Visser 't Hooft said that correspondence concerning the proposed visit had 
been started long before the St. Andrews meeting. 


Ins Brier 


Dr. Edgar S. Chandler, former associate director of the Division of Inter-Church 
Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches, has becn named Reli- 
gious Affairs Advisor of the United States Information Service (USIS). Dr. Chandler 
will hold the Stato Department post in addition to his position as executive vice- 
president of the Church Federation of Greater Chicago. 


mo) 


A new post-graduate theological college, where students would consider how to 
present religion in a modern society, is proposed for the Church of England by its 
Central Advisory Council for the Ministry. The Council said that establishing 
such a college would be "an unprecedented step". It recommended that it have 120 
students, a staff of cight to ten teachers, and be situated in a modern university. 

* * 


More than 1,300,000 travellers received spiritual and material aid through the 
Railway Mission of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) last year. The mission 
| operated 170 major centres situated in all the larger railway stations in West 


Germany, and has a staff of 3,800 volunteer and full-time workers. 
2 ra 
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A record number of 205 new students have registered for the current academic 
year at the Faculty of Theology, Helsinki University. The figure is about 50% 
higher than last year. The total number of theological students at Helsinki is 
now 600. 


cay 


The Pacific Islands will soon have their first native-born Anglican bishop. 
He is the Rev. George Ambo, 37, formerly a schoolteacher, who has been named assist- 
yant bishop to supervise Anglican work in inland Papua. Pishop-designate Ambo 
was educated in New Guinea mission schools and at teacher training and theological 
colleges in Dogura, Papua, 


ay as 


The triennial General Assembly of the National Council of Churches (USA) will 
be held December 4 - 9 in San Francisco. The meeting will commemorate the tenth 
anniversary of the founding of the NCC. several thousand voting representatives 
of the NCC's constituent communions, consultants and visitors are expected to 
attend. The theme will be "Jesus Christ - Living Lord of All Life", 


* * 


Dr. J. D. Hughey, Jr,, has been elected president of the Baptist Theological 
seminary in Ruschlikon, near Zurich, Switzerland. Dr. Hughey has been professor 
of church history in the Seminary since 1952, Harlier he was representative of the 
southern Baptist Convention in Spain for four years. 


cay as 


The European Theological Commission of the World Presbyterian Alliance meeting 
in Zurich has made plans for a special consultation on the meaning of catholicity 
from the standpoint of the Reformed tradition. It will be held in Montpellier, 
France, in August 1961, when the Alliance's European Area Council meets. The theme 
will be "The Service of the Church in Europe Today". 


casas 


Export of Dead Sea Scrolls still in Jordan has been prohibited by the govern- 
ment. Several important scrolls are owned by the Hebrew University in Jerusalen, 
‘and some manuscripts are in the archives of theological institutions in Jordan. 


oe 


A postage stamp incorporating the Biblical message of Christmas and emphasizing 
the Bible as the source of the message will be issued in Australia for the Christmas 
season, The printing will also commemorate the 350th anniversary of the publica- 
tion of the Authorized Version of the Bible. 


Eso es 


Five million copies of the Koran in Arabic for distribution in Indonesia have 
been ordered from a publishing house in Japan by the Indonesian Religious Affairs 
| Department, the Far Eastern News Service reports. The agency said the order is 
being printed in Japan as part of the war reparations agreement between the two 
Countries. 
x * 


The United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Germany (VELKD) is seeking funds to 
help alleviate the shortage of pastors in the African churches and missions, through 
the establishment in Africa of new theological training colleges and expansion of 
those already in existance. 7 
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A Christian has been appointed Chief Justice of Pakistan, The appointee is 
A. R. Cornelius, a layman of the Roman Catholic Church. Members of the executive 
committee of the West Pakistan Christian Council have sent Mr. Cornelius a letter 
congratulating him on the post and assuring him of their prayers. 


ct ee 


There are about 2,500 Baptists in Poland organized in 65 churches served by 

‘15 ordained ministers and 57 other workers. In addition there are 65 Sunday Schools 
| with an enrollment of 854 children. The new figures were reported in Vienna by 
the Rev. Alexander Kircun, secretary of the Polish Baptist Union, to the bi-annual 
meeting of the European Baptist Federation Council. 


* 


A 27-year old Indonesian minister has pecome the pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church, Princeton, near Schenectady, New York, reversing the traditional one- 
l way pattern of Christian missions. Called by unanimous approval of the 200-member 
congregation was the Rev. Sunny Oey of Djakarta, who has been in the US sinee 1957 
and speaks fluent English and nine other languages. 


Zinta 


Dr, A. C. Craig, 72, former convener of the Church of Scotland's Inter-—Church 
| Relations Committee, has been nominated moderator—designate of the denomination's 

| General Assembly, the highest position in the Church. He will succeed Dr.) John 
JH. S. Burleigh of New College, Edinburgh, upon his election by commissioners (dele~ 
| gates) to the Church's 1961 General Assembly next May. Dr, Craig was the first 

| general secretary of the British Council of Churches. 


Tah Pizn 


| The Minister of Education in predominantly Muslim Northern Nigeria has publicly 
|} endorsed a new handbook for School Managers produced by the Sudan Interior Mission. 

| Protestant leaders have greeted the endorsement as an indication of the government's 

| confidence in the Protestant mission schools which are responsible for 55 per cent 
of the education of the region's eighteen million people. 


ol ek 


Dr. Fridtjov Birkeli, general secretary of the Norwegian Missionary Society, has 
been appointed Lutheran Bishop of Stavanger to succeed Bishop K. M, Marthinussen, 
i who reached the retirement age of 70 this year. 


x % 
Narvegian Radio is presenting a series of programmes on Hastern Buropean 


churches. Tue series was introduced with a talk on the churches in Russia. Le 
iwill also include programmes on the churches in China. 


ae 


A bill will be introduced shortly in the Danish Parliament to permit Free 
Churches under certain circumstances to use buildings of the National Lutheran 
Church, if they cannot find other accomodation. 


* * 
Polish government authorities have confiscated a building-site in Siedlce, on 


| which a new Roman Catholic theological seminary was to be built. Authorities said 
the action was taken because taxes had not been paid. 


a 
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Special. Report 


Churches Challenged to Aid "Acute Human Need" 


SS Hill Falls, Pa.) ~ Churches of the world have beeh challenged to undertake a 
vast programme of assistance to areas of acute human need. at a meeting at Buck Hill 
Falls, Pennsylvania, (US). 


) The administrative committee of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to 
“Refugees of the World Council of Churches heard plans for long-range comprehensive 
projects in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. The first such programme under the 
new scheme is the Bengal Refugee Service which is attempting to meet refugee needs 
in Calcutta, India. (See EPS No.6) ) 


The group voted to send a two-man survey team to Chile next month to explore 
plans for a large-scale agricultural and rehabilitation demonstration project. The 
study will be made by Dr. Heinrich Puffert of Germany, the division's new research 
© and survey secretary, and Friedel. Peter, an agricultural expert who heads the Tech- 
nical Service Association, a Christian agency in Lahore, West Pakistan. 

Dr. Leslie E. Cooke, director of the World Council division, said that new 
projects will be undertaken in co-operation with churches and Christian councils in 
the countries involved and include Panay e from those countries working with 
“international teams. 


The World Council Sika b hone org tie its meal Uy in the UN Food and ae 
“Organization's five-year "Freedom from Hunger" campaign, The emphasis coincides 
with the churches! expansion of efforts to meet acute human need. 


i The committee heard of increasing programmes of material aid which include 
/donations of powdered milk and cheese from Switzerland, drugs from Norway, and cloth- 
ing from Canada. These will be co-ordinated with the large on-going programmes 
such as the food and clothing distribution carried on through Church World Service 
for the US churches. 


Appeal for Congo 

In another major action of its three-day meeting the Aaministrative Committee 
issued an appeal for US$1,000,000 for aid in the Congo. The funds will be used 
to underwrite a broad ESE SEE of aid ranging from immediate material relief to 
the establishment of secondary school training. 


The Committee made the appeal after hearing a report from a two-man World 
Council team which conducted an on-the-spot investigation of needs in the troubled 
new nation. 


The Rev. Hermann Witschi of the Evangelical Missionary Society of Basel, 
Switzerland, and the Rev. Heinrich Hellstermm, director of Swiss HEKS, interchurch 
aid agency of the Swiss Churches, told the group that education for leadership was 
the primary need for the Congo. 


The committee voted to seek 500,000 from agencies related to member churches 
for the establishment of a Protestant secondary school in Leopoldville. The money 
which will be spent over a period of six years is for recruitment and salaries for 
teachers, equipment for the school, and scholarships for needy students, 


Local Protestant churches have agreed to provide the facilities for the school, 
teachers and boarding pupils. The project will be under the auspices of the Congo 
Protestant Council, Church leaders in the Congo told the investigation team that 
the country's great need was to fill the gap which exists between the primary 
school system and university education. 
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The Committee also endorsed another relief programme of the Congo Protestant 
Council - the $500,000 project for “Operation Doctor", through which one hundred 
doctors are being recruited for service in government and: missions hospitals. The, 
funds will underwrite the basic programme expected to cost $200,000 plus an addition 
$150,000 for drugs and $150,000 for food. | 


The World Council of Churches has already sent $30,000 in cash for immediate — 
relief use, Other contributions from the churches include almost. a quarter of a 
million dollars worth of drugs, plus laboratory equipment and food supplies sent by 
Church World Service (USA). | : 


In other actions at its three-day. meeting here the Committee: 


AGREED to hold a consultation in January to deal with recruitment and training 
of young people for voluntary service overseas. 


we INCREASED the service programme budget of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and 
Service to Refugees from $900,000 in 1960 to $1,106,000 dine LIGD st) vinta basic budge 
provides for ecumenical work camps, service to refugees, World Youth Projects, . 
scholarships, health services, fraternal workers, and pilot projects in Asia, Afric 
and Latin America. ; Ti : 


HEARD a report of funds received for World Council and other church-related 
projects in nearly fifty countries of $1,893,136 since January 1... This is in-.ad& 
dition to the service programme budget and special emergency appeals. 


PROVIDED funds for the establishment of a multi-purpose centre in Tunis where 
there are 15,000 Algerian refugees at Thala in Kasserino province. The centre wil. 
include a feeding programme, a clinic and play facilitics for refugee and Tunisian 
children, and other services. The programme will be undertaken in co-operation wi 
the Tunisian government, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, and the 
ueague of Red Cross Societies. | ; 


' ENDORSED for listing a wide range of service projects around the world, in- 
cluding new projects in Israel, Madagascar and Nigeria. ‘ 


LEARNED that the World Council had resettled 10,000 refugees so far in 1960" 


and received over $4,600,000 for special World Refugee Year projects. t 
ENLARGED the scholarship programme of the Council to include lay men and women. 
for non-theological training. EPS, Geneva. 
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INFORMATION CONCERNING ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
PRESS, RADIO AND TELEVISION 
THIRD ASSEMBLY OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


New Delhi, India 
November 18 ~- December 6, 1961 


REGISTRATION AND ACCREDITATION 


Limited accommodation at Assembly sessions restrict the number of 
accreditations which can be issued in all categories and early application 
is urged, 


Accreditation will be given to persons in the following categories: 
Press . 


a) reporters from major wire services and newspapers 
b) full-time professional reporters from church press, 


Radio, Television and Newsreel 


a) representatives of major radio and TV networks 
b) full-time producers of religious radio and TV programmes 
c) newsreel producers 


Photographers 


a) representatives of major wire services and newspapers 
b) representatives of church press, 


If space permits a limited number of accreditations may also be be. 
‘issued for persons not listed in the above categories. — 


ALL applications must be accompanied by a letter of reference from 
an appropriate official of the agency to be represented, stating the appli-_ 
cant's position in that agency. 4 ; 


All applications will be acknowledged. Persons whose applications | 
‘are received by January 1, 1961, will be notified by March 1, Persons accre- 
dited will be sent press credentials which must be presented at the Third 
Assembly in order to receive the press card required for admission to all 
Assembly sessions. 3 . | 


TRAVEL 


Accredited press, radio-TV and film personnel and photographers are 
asked to make their own travel arrangements, A special travel plan at a 
slightly lower cost may be available for church-employed representatives, 
Further information will be sent later to those accredited in this category, 


HOTELS 


Accredited press, radio-TV and film personnel and photographers are 
asked to make their own hotel arrangements. Cost for hotel and three meals 
@ day should be budgeted in the neighbourhood of U.S.$10.00 (Sw,Fr.43.-3 
£3.113.0d.) per day or more. 

(more) 


PRESS ROOM FACILITIES 


| 
Standard press room facilities will be available, PRESS REPRESENTATIVE 
ARE ASKED TO BRING THEIR OWN PORTABLE TYPEWRITERS, | 


A special section of seats will be set aside for the press in the 
main Assembly hall at all public meetings. Plenary meetings of the Assembly 
will be amplified in English, German and French in the press rooms, 


PRESS SERVICE 


Releases will be issued regularly by the Third Assembly office. staff 
in English, French and German, 


» Regular press briefings will be held to provide background and inter- | 
pretation for each day's meetings. A major preliminary briefing .session .- 
will be held in New Delhi on Saturday, November 18, 1961, tt 


Texts of all major speeches and Assembly. documents will be available 


to press in English, French and German, | 


PRESS COVERAGE 


All plenary sessions will be open to the press subject to the usual 


rights of the chairman and the meeting, 


Section and Committee meetings will be closed to the full press. How- 
ever, they may be attended by two or three press persons to be elected daily 
by the press corps to represent the entire group for purposes of background 
information, | ae 


PACTLITIES FOR RADIO TELEVISION AND FILMS 


Recording rooms will be available. Further: information about these and 
other facilities for radio and television coverage will be provided later, 


PHOTO SERVICES 


Photographs will be available to acoredited press for a small fee, 
Assembly background pictures are available now from WCC Department of Informatii 


ou 
.. 


ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


Special editions of ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE will be issued in English, 
French and German during the Assembly, 


If FURTHER INFORMATION IS REQUIRED PLEASE WRITE TO: 


World Council of Churches 
DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION 
17 route de Malagnou 
Geneva, Switzerland, 


_ APPLICATION FOR ACCREDITATION FOR PRESS, RADIO-TV, FILM REPRESENTATIVES 


TO THIRD ASSEMBLY, WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


New Delhi, India 
Nov, 18 - December 5, 1961 
TO 
INFORMATION DEPARTMENT 
World Council of Churches 
17 route de Malagnou 
Geneva, Switzerland 


Name 
Sener ee enn en 


Publication / Agency / Radio-TV Station / Other Affiliation 
reer eenaeteeheeneseeti=eenttebsoniennnsensaernensenrsneenarenayeansiserieinnenstinseatrennseyrerpentesnnesseetispownronsngmangun stank eres cs 
Position or Title 

ae ere eee Se a ae 


Full-Time Part-Time 


In which language do you wish to receive Assembly documents? 


English French German 


Expected date of arrival in New Delhi 
. separateness abel ie eel a itl at A Nat NL gn 
Expected date of departure Sih 
Cortana pte erecettenen ne pe rr gh ee een gn oe eS 


Will you require the use of y, telex or teletype machines telephones 


other equipment? 


Will you be able to bring a portable typewriter? 


Will you be accredited to the Assembly in any other capacity? Please indicate, 


[SELASSIE SeauTAGnnDarpetpemeenntemmennamecsaraeemeraeeee ee er eee aLnun OL OS ONO 


* * SS 


(For Church Press Only: 


Church Affiliation of Publication Represented . 


Are you interested in the special travel plan, if it can be arranged ? 


ee ee 


Date Signature 


Address: 
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Scholars Discuss Hindu and Christian "Views of Man!" 


(Nagpur) - In the first meeting of its kind ever held in India seven Hindu scholars 
and twelve Christian scholars met recently in Nagpur for five days to discuss to- 
gether their respective "views of man". 


The meeting was held under the joint auspices of the World Council of Churches 
and the Christian Institute for the Study of Religion and Society, Bangalore. It 
was the first of three similar meetings in Asia being sponsored by the World Council 
of Churches in co-operation with the International Missionary Council and the East 
Asia Christian Conference. 


Dr. Paul D. Devanandan, Institute director, in an opening speech described the 
purpose of the meeting as clarification of the basic concepts of the two religions, 
the search for issues which could form the basis for further discussions and the 
establishment of personal relations between participants. 


He declared: “Indian Christianity has come of age. Tt is rooted in the soil 
of India. This meeting expresses the desire of Indian Christians to become re- 
acquainted with their relatives and to realize the values of a common heritage". 


Papers were presented on the Hindu and Christian views of "man in society", 
tman as an ethical individual", “the origin and destiny of man, and the "concept 
of personality". Evening sessions dealt with the respective concepta of the two 
religions of creation and the meaning of history, the foundation and role of ethical 
life, the nature of divine grace, the basis of human solidarity and the religious 
and secular bases of social life. 
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At the conclusion of the meeting the participants voted not to present "findings", 
but to continue discussions at annual meetings. Slated as topic for next year's 
session was “popular Hinduism", Chairman of the meeting was Principal wR. Change 
ran of the United Theological Colleges, Bangalore. Similar consultations will be 
held later this ‘year in Burma on "Christianity and Theravada Buddhism" and in Hong 
Kong on "The Gospel and Chinese Religions". A similar discussion wmder WCC 
auspices was held in July in Jerusalem, HPS, Geneva. 


Cardinal Bea Warns Against “Illusions" in seeking Unity 


(Ferrara) ~ Augustin Cardinal Bea, head of the Vatican secretariat on Christian 
unity, has warned against "too many illusions" in seeking Christian unity, hecause 
it is “a task which will require much time, charity and patience". 


“But all the same," the Cardinal told a meeting in Ferrara, Italy, "we must have 
the confidence which is based on prayer and on the fact that a constantly growing 
humber of Christians of all confessions are joining in the High Priestly prayer of 
Jesus'ut omnes unum sint' and are reminding themselves of Jesus! words, ‘What is im 
possible to men is possible to God.'" 


The Cardinal said that the Roman Catholic position in the quest for unity must he 
Characterized by two attitudes. First, the church must protect the Faith and give 
ithe greatest care in safeguarding the complete integrity of Catholic dogma". 
secondly, it must have "a readiness to understand and ( show) genuine activa charity 
towards the separated brethren". 


He said the first of these attitudes is not a restriction of charity, “but rather 
the necessary guarantee that charity should remain authentic, i.e., absolutely loyal 
to Christ and to His Bride, the Church, by full acceptance of the Truth which Christ 
Makes evident through the Church", 


The secretariat was set up last spring to deal with relations with non—Roman 
Catholic Christians in preparation for the Second Vatican (Ecumenical) Comment, 
Cardinal Bea, 79, a German—born member of the Jesuit order, was formerly rector of 


the Pontifical Biblical Institute in Rome and private confessor to the late Pope 
eius XII. EPS, Geneva. 


Castro Youth Protest Against Pastoral Letter Attacking Communism | 
ASentisgo)-Groups of youthful Castro followers marched into the Roman Catholic Cathee 
Gral of Santiago de Cuba, during Sunday morning services in an attempt to prevent the 
Yeading of the pastoral letter issued by Archbishop Enrique Perez Corantes, The letter 
was sharply critical of Communism. 

| Reports from Santiago said that the youth operating in groups of about sixty 
Shouted revolutionary slogans in the Cathedral and sang the marching song of Fidel 
Castro's 26th of July Movement during each mass. The demonstrations lasted from 
fifteen minutes to half an hour. 


Priests waited until the groups ended their singing and shouting before continu- 
ing the mass and reading the pastoral letter. EPS, Geneva. 


Puerto Ricans Re-Elect Governor Despite Catholic Opposition 


(San Juan) - Governor Luis Munoz Marin has won an overwhelming victory at the polls 
in his bid for re-election as governor of Puerto Rico. 


The 62-year old incumbent swept all but one of the island's 82 precincts and won 


a record-smashing 456,317 votes against 250,638 for his nearest rivale Third with 
less than ten per cent of the votes was the new Christian Action Party which had been 


formed to oppose the governor, 


ay 


@ 
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The landslide victory came when thousands of persons in the predominantly 
Roman Catholic commonwealth defied orders of their bishops not to vote for the 
governor because the philosophy of his Popular Democratic Party was “anti-Christian 
and anti-Catholic". (See EPS No.40) 


The bishops based their criticisms on the government's opposition to allowing 
public school children time off to attend religious instruction classes; a law 
permitting the teaching of birth control and allowing sterilization; and tolerance 
of common-law marriages. One of the signers, Archbishop James P. Davis, of San Juan, 


»had told his flock that willful violation of the letter would be "a sin of disohedi- 
ence", HPS, Geneva. 


WCC Aids Aged White Russian Refugees 


(Geneva) - A group of 82 aged White Russian Orthodox refugees, many of them ill or 
physically handicapped, arrived in Geneva last week from Hong Kong under World 
Council of Churches' auspices. They will go to various homes in Switzerland and 
other countries of western Europe where they will be cared for by the churches for 
the rest of their lives. 


Transportation for the group was made possible by a gift to the office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees by the national Danish Refugee Com— 
mittee. 


About 20 of the group will remain in Switzerland, in homes operated by HEKS , 
the relief agency of the Swiss Protestant Churches, Others will go to church- 
Supported homes in France, Belgium, Great Britain and the Netherlands. 


During the past four years the World Council has helped bring close to 500 
aged White Russian refugees from Hong Kong to homes in Europe. EPS, Geneva, 


Thomaner Choir Director Moves to Westem Germany 


(Hamburg) - Professor Kurt Thomas, conductor of the world-famous boys Thomaner Choir, 
has returned permanently to West Germany from Leipzig, East Germany. 


The choir director told reporters in West Germany that he decided to leave »be- 
Cause of "the constant difficulties" encountered in his work. He said ‘dhe immedi- 
fate cause was a decision by East German authorities not to allow the choir to make a 
tong-planned concert tour of fifteen cities in West Germany. He also mentioned that 
he had been refused permission in 1957 to take the choir to the United States for the 
tutheran World Federation Assembly. Further, he said, the authorities had made 
Tepeated demands that he abolish religious services held at the boarding school for 
the choir boys. He said that if the choir loses its "church-character" it will be 
"finished", 


Professor Thomas' home was originally in West Germany. His family remained 
there when he moved to Leipzig in 1957 when he accepted the post as choir director. 
EPS, Geneva. 


" ..Obedience to Faith" Asked of East German Christians 


(Berlin) - The Synod of the Evangelical Church of the Union (EKU) , whose member 
churches include the majority of Protestants in East Germany, has authorized a past- 
Oral letter calling upon clergy and parishoners to consider “obedience to the faith! 
before deciding to flee East Germany. 


The pastoral letter, which will be read from the pulpits of all its East German 
ember churches, will urge also that they take into account the importance of 
"+. remaining united in one church", 
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The issuing of the letter was approved at a recent meeting of the Synod in 
Berlin - Weissensee following reports of a continued flow of refugees from the East 
across the West German borders. 


Dr. Joachim Beckmann, FKU Council president, said the Synod had repeatedly stres- 
sed that "Protestants are not absolutely free to leave the place where God has placed 
them", In the present situation, he said, the church must give Christian guidance 
in helping persons come to a decision about leaving their homes. 


At the same time, he said, the Hast German government must be urged to create 
the conditions in which the "fear, anxiety and pressure upon conscience" which res- 
ult in the flights would be alleviated and Christians would be allowed freedom to 
practice their faith. 


The church regulation which forbids pastors who have fled East Germany without 
permission of their church authorities was discussed at another meeting of West 
German church leaders last week. 


Bishop Wilhelm Halfmann, president of the Church of Kiel,told the Synod of the 
' Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Schleswig-Holstein that the regulation has caused 
"oreat difficulty". 


While pastors who flee are legally recongized as political refugees, he said, 
the West Gorman church cannot give them employment until their case has been decided 
by East German authorities, a procedure which often takes several years. 


"The Eastern churches must ensure that the dykes do not burst," he declared. 
"But on the other hand, the people who feel themselves menaced usually do not have 
time to infcrm their church authorities. At the same time, if a pastor who feels 
' threatened confides his intention of fleeing, he legally implicates his confidant. 
There are cases in which the wife can no longer stand (the situation) , and where the 
children of clergy in this land of workers and farmers, are refused permission to 
attend the secondary schools." 


"We must remember," he declared, “the commandment to have pity on those who 
suffer, and bear in mind that no one had the right to force another into martyrdom," 
EPS, Geneva. 


Union Official Refuses BEC Request for Interview on Reeves! Deportation 


(London) —- The High Commissioner for the Union of South Africa has refused a request 
of the British Council of Churches that he receive its deputation to discuss the 
summary deportation in September of the Rt. Rev. Ambrose Reeves, Anglican Bishop 

of Johannesburg. 


The Council ‘announced in London that the request was refused in a letter from 
the Commissioner's secretary which said that the Commissioner views the deportation 
as "a matter which falls purely within the domestic jurisdiction of the Union 
Government, (and) does not believe that any advantage can be had from a discussicn 

‘with your representatives". 


The Council decided to ask for the interview at its recent meeting at which it 
adopted a resolution “noting with great regret" the deportation and its "consequent 
effect upon the people of (Bishop Reeves’) diocese. Bishop Reeves, an opponent of 
the government's apartheid policy was deported on September 12. 


EPS, Geneva. 


we 
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Korean amputees suffering from Hansen's disease —- a lezrosy condition - will he 
given special help by Korean Church World Service. The agency will equip those so 
stricken with the special artificial limbs required by their condition. 


* Fo 


Dr. Leslie Brown, former Anglican bishop of Uganda, has been elected the nation's 
first Archbishop of the new Uganda Province of the Anglican communion. Dr. Brown 
has recently served as Bishop of Namirembe when the Protectorate was reorganized into 
Separate dioceses. The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, is expected 
to visit Uganda in April to inaugurate the new province and install its archbishop. 
Dr. Brown is a former missionary—teacher in South India and is a former chaplain of 


Jesus College, Cambridge. 
* x 


The International Congregational Council will begin publication in January of 
a new magazine World Congregationalism. An announcement said that the magazine 
will speak for the denomination, but "it will not be speaking merely denomination-— 
ally, but pre-eminently out of a concern for the Gospel, for the whole world of men 
and for the good estate of the universal Church". Publication offices will be in 


London. 
x * 


A small group of Greek Orthodox in Uganda who volunteered their labour evenings 
and weekends have completed the first of two new Orthodox churches near Kampala, 
Uganda. The church will be used until a second, a much larger Byzantine style 
structure, which will be the main Orthodox church in Uganda, is completed. Dona- 
tions towards the larger church are coming from Greece as well as Orthodox in other 
sections of Africa. 


oy 


Membership in Central America of the Assemblies of God, (USA), one of the Pente- 
costal, evangelical, missionary denominations, is reported to have tripled in the 
past seven years. Present figures are 225 churches, 11,000 adherents and 26,000 
Sunday-school pupils. Mission stations also have jumped from 193 to 631. 


* * 


A new kind of Roman Catholic worker—priest movement is reported growing up in 
Rome, but unlike the one in France which was dissolved, this one had Vatican bles-— 
sing. Every Thursday hundreds of young men in training for the priesthood trade 
their clerical garb for workers' clothes and spend the day in manual labour in the 
city. The experiment, still in its early stages, is intended to help future priests 
better to understand their responsibilities to the working class, 


x 


A total of 153 students are enrolled in the academies of the Hungarian Reformed 
Church at Debrecon and. Budapest. 


ied (pa 


Dr. Josef Nordenhaug, former president of the Baptist Theological Seminary, 
in Ruschlikom, near Zurich, Switzerland, is the new secretary of the Baptist World 
Alliance, Washington, D. C.. Dr. Nordenhaug is a member of the Southern Baptist 


Convention, (USA). 
x x 


Theme of the 10th German Evangelical Kirchentag will be "I An With You". The 
Kirchentag will be held in Berlin, July 19 - 23, 1961. 


ah be mete 
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Canadian Churches Hear Plea for Internationalized Missions 


Pot. Catherines, Dee) apa missionary leader has told a meeting here that Christian- 
| ity can be spread effectively overseas only if denominationalism is overcome and 
| missions are internationalized. 


| Dr. Wilfred Scopes, head of the International Missionary Council's Standing 
Committee on the Ministry, declared that churches! present missionary enterprise is 
| outmoded and not geared to do the job in the modern world. 


What is required, he told the biennial meeting of the Canadian Council of 
Churches, is one Protestant mission "in the countries of growing churches", He said 
in India alone, where he served for 35 years, there are some 200 different Christian 
| mission groups, 


At another session Dr. W. J, Gallagher, a United Church of Canada minister and 
ithe CCC's secretary-treasurer, sharply criticized member churches for their meagre 

| contributions to Christian work outside their own local congregations. He reported 
that of some $100,000,000 contributed in four major denominations last year only 19 
iper cent went for work beyond parish boundaries. 


The Council also heard an admonition that Canadian churches should not criticize 
}South Africa's racial segregation policies unless they are ready to condemn Canada's 
janti-Asian immigration laws. 


: Dr. R. M. Bennett, secretary of the Council's Department of Overseas Missions, 
\said that such laws cannot be sustained "without doing irreparable damage to our name 
jas a nation, Certainly they would act ag a grave deterrent to the Gospel when pre- 
| sented by a Canadian, for instance, in Korea, Hong Kong or Formosa" he added, 

: HPS, Geneva. 
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World Council Plans First Migration Conference 


(Geneva) - The first World Council of Churches! conference on migration will he held 
June 11 - 16, near Geneva, Switzerland. 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of the Central Committee of the World Ceuncil, 
and president of the United Lutheran Church in America, will be chairman of the con- 
ference, Attending will be 150 church experts in the field of migration sent by WCC 
member churches. The exact site of the conference will be announced later. 


The conference will explore the migration problem in the total context of world 
population pressures and social and economic needs. The churches in recent years Ve 
have resettled thousands of refugees, but the migration conference will tackle the 
wide protlem of the Church in regard to migrants other than homeless political 
refugees. 


The meeting has a three-fold purpose. It will provide an opportunity for the 
churches to discuss their common concern in the field of migration and determine 
specific responsibilities. It will advise the World Council of Churches on its fut— 
) ure role in this field, It will make recommendations concerning the World Council 
and migration to the WC's Third Assembly when it meets in New Delhi, India, late 
1961. 


Delegates from Europe, Asia, Latin America, North America, Australia, and Africa 
will take part. Preliminary study groups are preparing documents for the meeting. 
Mr. Baldwin Sjollema, WCC staff member who is in charge of preparations, has recently 
met with preparatory commissions in Canada and the United States. 


Four working groups will deal with the Witness of the Church on Migration and 
the Reasons for the World Council's Concern; the Service of the Church to the Mig- 
rant; the Impact of Migration on the Life of the Church; and Migration Problems of 
Asians and Africans, 


A number of sharp questions will be posed. They include: What have the chur- 
ches to say about selective migration policies such as racial restrictions? What 
can the churches do to counteract the problems of cultural and spiritual uprootedness 
of migrants? 


What of such special cases as those of Puerto Rican migrants in the United 
States, and Algerians in France, who are citizens of the countries to which they move? 


Such problems as how to prevent the failure of migrants in their new countries 
and the effects that ethnic churches organized for the benefit of immigrants have 
upon the total Christian community, will also be studied, as well as the role of the 
churches toward non-Christian migrants from Asia and Africa. 


The conference will consider a statement made by the East Asia Christian Con- 
ference which says that the World Council has a responsibility beyond encouraging i%s 
member churches to minister to those people who are migrating. t is also the res— 
ponsibility of the Council, the EACC statement said "to exert its maximum influence 
against the political, economic, and racial barriers to migration which Asian peop- 
les.... frequently suffer". EPS, Geneva. 


Baptists Ask Preservation of School System 

(Savannah, Ga.) - The Baptist Convention of the State of Georgia has called upon 
state officials to "ensure" that public schools remain open despite a state law re- 
quiring them to be closed if racial integration is attempted. 


The resolution, adopted almost unanimously, said that “our public schools are 
essential to the preservation of our democratic way of life". 
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, The resolution was a subs ee for a report by the Convention's Social Service 
| Committee which declared ae "forced integration of the races in public schools 

j would violate"our religious nc and) sensenor practical reeht", Since the sub- 
Psetitute motion was carried there was no vote on the commission report 

"objectionable" in part hy the 


f ~ 
ie The commission report had been attacked earlier as 
| ekly pubdlication of the Convention. 


Whristian Index, official wes 
foe 
ee a os as 

The schools in Atlanta are under federal court order to integr 


: ate in the lower 
grades next year. 


EPS, Geneva. 


; 
; 
Ministers Trained for New Tasks in Mexico 


Mexico City) - 4 short course in industrial evangelism to help pr 


epare ministers for 
Beheir special tasks in meeting Bovey in rapidly industrializing Mexico has heen 


meres for the first time at the Presbyterian Theological seminary in Mexico City. 


a The five-day course was held hy Dr. Marshal 1. Scott, dean of the United Preshy- 
Institute of Industrial feted cae. Chicago, Ill... Describing the course, Dr. 


Scott said he views the rise of industrialization in 
rr as "the most significant trend in the 1960's". 


i He noted that in the past ten years Mexico's population has risen to 35,000,%00 
Nand that its barter and handicraft trades are fast giving way to industrial mechaniza-— 
tion. As a result, he said, millions of persons have left their farms for factory 


previously underdeveloped coun- 


pote and live in eee communities hastily throw up on the edges of big cities. 
# EPS, Geneva. 
Muaker "Peace Vigil" Marks Anniv 


(eshington, D.C.) - More than 8CO members of the Soci tety of Friends participated in 
le three-day vigil outside the Pentagon in Washington, D.C. and presented a petition 
denouncing warfare to President Eisenhower, 


% The vigil marked the 500th anniversary of the first peace petition presented hy 
‘Quakers to King Charlies II of England in 1660. 


The petition delivered to President Eisenhower incorporated exactly the same 
Words that George Fox and other founders of the Society addressed to the English 
Monarch three centuries ago. 


"We utterly deny all outward wars and strife, for any end, or under any pretence 
whatsoever," Lisaid. "The spirit of Christ by which we are guided is not changeable, 
®.- and we do certainly know and testify to the World... that the Spirit of Christ will 
mever move us to fight and war against any man with outward weapons, neither for the 
Kingdom of Christ, nor for the kingdoms of this world." EPS, Geneva, 


Churches Aid Pakistani Flood Victims 


(Geneva) - Contributions totaling more than $8,000 have been sent by the churches to 
_" victims of the disastrous floods in East Pakistan, An estimated 10,000 persons 
Have lost their lives and another 200,000 persons are reported homeless as the result 
of two tidal waves which struck the wees ul region of Bast Pakistan, Property damage 
ms estimated in excess of $20,000,000. 


Response to an appeal issued hy the East Asia Christian Conference came from the 


Bhurches in Burma, $1,000; the churches in Formosa, $100; the New Zealand Council of 


Shurches, $1,000 and the Australian Council of Churches which sent $560 and has pro- 
Mised an Pancticnal $2 ,80 0. 
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The appeal was made by the EACC following a visit to the area by U Kyaw Than, 


“HACC assistant general secretary. 


Contributions from churches in the west inelude $5,600 from the British Council 
Wof Churches and $4,000 from Church World Service (USA). , 


The churches have also contributed funds to aid needy in several other areas in 
"response to appeals issued by the Division of Inter-Church Aid of the World Council of 
Bnurches, These were for refugees from the Congo who have fled to Togoland, $5,600 
merom the British Council of Churches; and to Ruandi Urundi,. $2,800 from the British 
“Council and $112 from the Australian CRN for repair of typhoon-damaged churches 
“in the Philippines, $6,566 from churches’ in Briscin, New Zealand and Australia. 


is Aid for victims of tribal uprisings in the Bamileke area of the Cameroons has also 
mcome from churches in three countries. In this area it has been reported that from 
715,000 to 20,000 persons have been killed by terrorists in the past six months, school 
pehildren abducted, over 300 churches destroyed and the missionaries expelled, 


Aid has included $5,600 from the British Council, $1,022.from the New Zealand 


Mouncil of Churches and $224 from the Australian esl of Churches. 
BES, Geneva. 


South African Anglicans Seek Better Inter-—Church Relations 

(Capetown) - A motion assuring South Africa's Anglican bishops of the full support of 
mhe clergy and laity in their efforts to maintain and strengthen contacts with other 
Christian bodies in the country was submitted on Sumday to the opening session of the 
National synod of the Anglican Church. 


The motion referred especially to relations with the Dutch Reformed Church which 
has disputed the stand taken by Anglican leaders against the South African government's 
apartheid policies. 

It asks that there be "humble study of the application of New Testament principles 
to the circumstances ee our time" 


Presiding officer of the Synod, which is held every five years, is Dr. Joost de 
Blank, Archbishop of Capetow. EPS, Geneva. 


Methodists To Fight Race Discrimination 

(Washington, Ds oo - & large-scale four-year programme of race relations under the 
lauspices of the Methodist Church designed eventually to involve more than 1,700,090 
Methodists will get umlerway with an orientation conference for two hundred leaders at 
Mouisville, Ky., March 20 - 24, 1961. 


Following the conference the delegates will organize in 39 regional consultative 
mroups to plan meetings dealing with racial issues with local church groups and in- 
Mividuals, and leadership training programmes. The groups will also co-operate with 
Mther denominations and community agencies of similar purposes. 


By 1965, the goal is to have 100 consultative committees within each region, 
involving some 30,000 persons, By 1964, each of these groups would be called upon to 
6stablish similar groups in as many local churches as possible, with the eventual goal 
being to involve one million or more persons. BPS, Geneva. 
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Puerto Rican Voters for Munoz Marin Fane Penalty 


(San Juan) - Puerto Ricans who voted for the Popular Democratic Party of Governor 
Juis Munoz Marin in the recent election in defiance of the orders of their ecclesi- 
astical authorities have been told they will be punished by the shurch for committing 
a sin of disobedience, 


Archbishop James F. Davis, of San Juan, said in a letter to the island's Roman 
Catholic priests that punishment should be imposed in proportion to the seriousness of 
Sthe guilt, including the censures, which cover excommunication, 


f 


At San Juan Cathedral on Sunday, the pastor, Father Thomas Maisonet announced 
that Madame Felisa Rincon de Gauthier, the mayor of Puerto Rico and a memher of the 
Governor's party, must express her repentance for support of the party through the press, 
radio and television before receiving communion. 


Father Maisonet said that in addition to acknowledging her guilt, the mayor and 
others who voted for the governor must also promise, as a condition for absolution, 
not to support the party in the future unless it changes its philosophy, 


Governor Munoz Marin won re-election by a landslide vote and his party was 
returned to a majority in the legislature, despite a pre-election warning hy three of 
Puerto Rico's Roman Catholic bishops not to vote for the Party because of its support 
of birth control, tolerance of common law marriages and other issues. (See EPS, No.43) 

| EPS, Geneva, 


iutheran to Confer With Vatican Ofticials 

(Copenhagen) —- Professor K, E, Skyds gaard, of Copenhagon, director of the inter—con- 
fessional research programme of the Lutheran World Federation, will pay a second visit 
‘to Rome in January to develop further contacts with Roman Catholic officials preparing 
Mor the Second Vatican Council. He made a first visit to the Vatican in May. 


| The Vatican Council will be the subject of articles by continental and US Luther— 
an theologians in a book to be edited by Professor Skydsgaard. Slated for publication 
Mext year it will analyze the Council to show its significance for church unity from 
the viewpoint of the Lutheran Reformation. EPS, Geneva. 


IT BrLer 


the Anglican and Eastern Churches Association, a pioneer body seeking to foster hetter 
relations between the two confessions, held its 96th annual festival recently in London. 
He speaker was the Rev. Peter Bide, secretary of the Faith and Order Commission of 

he British Council of Churches, The Rt. Rev. Bishop Anthony of Sergievo celebratea 
he Divine Liturgy at the service preceeding the meeting. Those attending included 

he Lord Bishop of London, Anglican president of the Association, and a number of Ortho-— 
Ox clergy of various nationalitics. 


¥ * 


Ope John XXIII is reported taking English lessons in preparation for his talks with 
he Archbishop of Canterbury in early December. The British Broadcasting Corporation 
S negotiating for a film interview with the Pontiff in which he would speak English. 
f arrangements for the film can be made, it is slated for showing December 1 in the 


‘¢ 
i® 


~ 
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South Africa's 1,100,000 Roman Catholics will hear Sermons during the next few weeks 
condemning the colour bar, Mgr. Denis Hurley, Archbishop of Durban, has ordered the 
series of sermons preached in his Archdiocese in a campaign to “destroy colour pre- 
judice among our people", 


x 


For the fifth year representatives of Protestant and Roman Catholic Churches in 
Sydney, Australia, are co-operating in conducting a Crusade for a Christian Christmas. 
Theme of this year's crusade is "The Prince of Peace for Peace on Earth, The inter- 
faith crusade committee has distributed posters and other advertisements in Sydney and 
nearby areas and plans special carol services, a tableau and other events in an effort 
"to place emphasis on the true meaning of Christmas". 


Gaps 


More than 29,530,000 copics of the Scriptures, an all-time record, were distributed 
throughout the world in 1959 by member groups of the United Bible Societies, A 
report of the ABS in New York noted that of the total, more than 500,000 copies went 
to East Germany, another 140,000 to Africa and 3,229,000 to Asia. 


EBM is 


Lutheran Bishop Anders Nygren of Sweden will arrive in the USA early next year to 
spend fourteen months at the Ecumenical Institute at Evanston, Tll., as the second 
research scholar to join the institute through a grant from the Danforth Foundation, 
St. Louis, Canon Theodore Wedel, warden emeritus of the College of Preachers, 
Washington, D. Ce, arrived in September to begin a year of study at the Institute, 


% x 


The Evangelical Lutheran Church of New Zealand has called upon its 2,000 members "to 
work in the capacity of Christian citizens for the elimination of discrimination 
whenever it may exist, in community, city, state, nation and world". 

% * 
The St. Willibrord Association in Utrecht, Holland, in a move to develop closer con-~ 
tacts between Catholics and Protestants, has distributed Special brotherhood posters 
Tor display in Roman Catholic churches in the Netherlands. The posters show two 
figures with outstretched hands. The inscription reads, "Meet the Other... in 
sincerity and Openness", 


* X 


Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, leading Protestant theologian and author, has received the 
Grand Cross of the Order of Merit from the Federal Republic of Germany for his support, 


during the last days of the war, Of a humane approach to Germany. Dr. Niebuhr 


retired vice-president of Union Theological Seminary, New York, was presented with 
the award in New York, 


KV 


The United States Supreme Court in a brief six to three pgr curiam (by the court) 
fuling had denied a second hearing to Dr. Willard Uphaus, a Methodist layman and 
pacifist, who has spent eleven months in prison for refusing to revealto astate logis 
lative committee the names of participants at meetings at his World Fellowship Centre, 
in New Hampshire, 


* % 
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Special Report 
Ceylon Senate Vates Schools Take~Over 


(Colombo) — The senate, by a vote of 19 to 6, with two abstentions, has ratified a 
bill to allow the government to take over Ceylon's 2,500 private state-assisted schools, 


Nearly all of the schools involved are operated by religious organizations. Most 
Seriously affected by the measure are 750 Roman Catholic Schools which have an en- 
Pollment of 250,000 pupils cf whom about 65% are Catholics. Protestant school enroll- 


ment is approximately 140,000 students, the great majority of whom are Buddhist or 
Hindu. 


The measure, the most controversial thus far in the four-month old government of 
Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike, has been vigorously opposed by the large majority of 
Christians and Hindus, although the Buddhists, by far Ceylon's religious group, are 
understood gencrally to favour the move. 


Opponents of the measure have generally tended to interpret it as hased on relieg 
gious prejudice, although tho government has insisted it is required to give equal 
sducacional opportunities to all Ceylonese. It has also been alleged that the goverm- 
acnt has yielded to Communist pressure in the move. Many foreigners in Colombo, how- 
ever, reportedly feel the legislation stems from the intensely nationalistic fervour 
xf the presentgovernment and that of the Prime Minister's late husband, S.W.R.D,. 
Jandaranaike, who wasasgaasinated in September, 1959, while Prime Minister. 


At the same time, some church leaders have welcomed the take over as a solution 
0 a Situation which they felt to be intolerable and which was creating tension in 
eelations with the non-Christian community. They have pointed out that under the 
leasure the Government has promised that each religious group will be allowed to train 
heir children in their own faith. 


Most violent opposition has come from the Roman Catholic Church, The Catholic 
shops recently adopted a statement "calling upon all lovers of true freedom to join 
ath us in warding off an attack on fundamental human rights", The fact that this 
tatement was issued after the Bill was passed, has been interpreted by many, in- 
iuding the Prime Minister, as a deliberate incitement to resisting the law of the 
and. 


Last week some 1,600 mothers of Roman Cathclic school children staged a rally in 
Olombo against the plan. Mrs. Bandaranaike later issued a statement appealing for 
peace and calm" and scoring "an unfortunate idea (which) seems to have gained ground 


mn this country that an established government must yield to pressure moves such as 
his". 


A further bill has been promised early next year defining in more detail matters 
elating to property, the status of teachers in former assisted schools and the pro- 
ision of religious instruction. The government has made it clear that no compen- 
ation will be paid, but it is believed likely that the legal omership of the school 
Uildings will remain in the hands of the present proprietors. 


Most private schools in Ceylon get financial support from the government, and 
harge no fees except nominal amounts for playground equipment and similar facilities, 
ne few schools which do not ‘receive government aid charge tuition fees. For decades 
t has been generally recognized that the schools operated by the Christian churches 
rovide the best educational facilities and the best path for Ceylonese to future 
dvancement, particularly in government employment. Of the 9,000,000 Ceylonese, 
opulation nearly 2,000,000 are Hindus and only about 800,000 are Christians. 

EPS, Geneva. 
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Dutch Reformed Clerics Challenge Apartheid 


(Johannesburg) - Eleven prominent theologians of the Dutch Reformed Ghurch in South 
Africa have published a book describing the South African apartheid policy as con- 
trary to the Gospel and threatening disaster to the country. 


The book published in the Afrikaans language used by the descendants of the Dutch 
settlers is entitled "Delayed Action" because, its authors explain, it appears "late in 
the day" and calls for a new approach to South Africa's colour problems. 


| One of the eleven authors, each of whom has contributed a chapter, was Professor 
B. B. Keet, former head of the theological faculty at the Dutch Reformed Seminary at 
‘Stellenbosch University. 


| He wrote: "It is well known that our Afrikaans churches are in favour of total 
apartheid, if by this division all groups are given the fullest rights. The fact iss 
however, that such a division is not possible at this period in our history. ‘The 
advocates of apartheid have constantly claimed that only their policy is able to save 
white civilization in South Africa. 


"The opposite is true; its fruits, intemally as well as extemally, have shown 
Clearly that there is no hope for South Africa if black nationalism has to be fought 
by force, it is my conviction that the time has come for our Afrikaans churches to 
notify the state that they no longer see their way clear to supporting the apartheid 
policy, and after that to insist that a better way be sought for the solution of our 
racial problems, 


q 45 — 2nd December, 1960. 2, 


"Then we must ask, in a friendly way but with deep seriousness, that discussions 
he arranged between whites and non-whites at the highest level.... and if there is no 
"reaction, the church itself must undertake to do what the state will not do: that is, 
through mutual discussion to seek a better way." 


Another contributor, Dr. J.Stutterheim, said: "One searches the Gospels in vain 
for any discrimination on the grounds of blood relations or rare. The dividing line 
"in the Gospels does not lie between people of different races, but solely between 
people who do the will of God and people who do not do the will of God," 


; According to reports, the same opinions as those oxpressed in the book have heen 
"voiced by others in meetings of about 350 ministers of the Dutch Reformed Church held 
‘in recent months, An English translation of the book is expected to go on sale in 
“about two weeks, EPS, Geneva. 


Missourl Synod-.and NCC Discuss Co-operation 


(St. Louis ; Mo.) ~ Representatives of the National Iutheran Council (US.A) and the 
Intheran Church-lis souri Synod have resumed formal conversations on theological issues 
involved in Llutheran co-operative activities. 


Discussions at the second meting of the two groups centred on "The Significance 
of Confessional Subscription" dealing with the traditional adherence of Iutheran 
churches to doctrinal statements contained in the Book of Concord, This volume, com— 
piled in 1580, contains the confessional documents which form the basis for lutheran 
‘teaching and practice, 


Following nearly six hours of discussion the 29 conferees issued a statement which 
said “substantial agreement was reached" in certain areas, 


These included: “affirmation of the importance of confessional subscription for 
the proclamation of the Church; recognition thac the heart of the confessions is 
their witness to the Gospel; acknowledgement that this understanding of the Gospel 
requires rejection of contradictory understandings; assertion of historical limit-— 
ations in the confessions; allowance of distinction between the primary norm of the 
Scriptures and the secondary norm of the Confessions, and designation of the confes-— 
sions which are involved in subscription." 


At the conclusion of the meeting it was announced a third session will be held 
next August on "What kind of co-operation is possible in view of discussions to datet". 
The first of these meetings was held last July. 


The NIC is a co-operative agency of eight US Lutheran churches with a combined 
Membership of 5,300,000 members. The Missouri Synod, which has more than 2,400,000 
communicants, is not affiliated to the National Lutheran Council or any other ecumeni- 


cal body, although it does co-operate with the NLC in some welfare and relief acti- 
vities. EPS, Geneva,s 


South African Anglican Bishops Denounce Reeves! Deportation 


(Capetown) - The twelve bishops of the Anglican Church of the Province of South Africa 
have decided to give deported Bishop of Johmnesburg, the Rt. Rev. Ambrose Reeves, 

#1 000 ($2,800) a year from their own pockets for as long as he is away from his di- 
ocese. Bishop Reeves, deported on September 12, was strongly opposed to the South 
African Government's apartheid policies, 


The Synod adopted a resolution recording its “strong condemnation of the summary 
‘and forceful deportation without charge of trial of the Bishop of Johannes burg" . 
It said, "This act against a bishop is regarded of itself as an affront to the Unurch 


‘as a whole and the Church of the Province of South Africa in particular.’ 
. EPS, Geneva. 
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‘Pope Explains Task of Vatican Council 


“(Vatican City) - Pope John XXIII has said that the Second Vatican Council in contrast 
with similar meetings in the past will not be primarily concerned with "correctness 
of doctrine” or "heresies and errors". 


| "Today the question is not so much that a particular point of doctrine or dis- 
pcipline needs bringing back to the pure sources of revelation or tradition," the 
Brontiff said, "Rather it is a question of restoring and emphasizing, in all its 
)splendour, the very substance of human life and thought, and Christian life and 

) thought, for which the Church has been both the trustee and the authority through the 
ycenturies", 


| The Pope, as quoted in L'Osservatore Romano, said he had been gratified by "the 
respectful attention given by our separated brethren" to the announcement of the Ooun- 
Jcil for “it is like a joyful foretaste of the unity of all those who believe in Jesus 
mohnrist". EPS, Geneva. 


“Christians Around World Will Study Theme of WC Third Assembly 
EMBARGO: FOR RELEASE 


January 1, 1961, or AFTER 
(Geneva) - An intensive effort to bring the quest for Christian unity home to local 
congregations around the world will get underway soon. 


The occasion is the publication of the World Council of Churches! preparatory 
study booklet for the Third Assembly to be held in New Delhi, India, November 18 - 
December 6, 1961. 


During the next year the 76-page booklet, which is liberally illustrated with 
photographs of the activities of the World Council and its member churches, will be 
studied by tens of thousands of Christians belonging to the Council's 178 member 
churches in more than 50 countries. 


In small village churches in Asia and Africa, in big city congregations in Berlin 
and Chicago, men and women will come together to study and discuss the Assembly theme, 
"Jesus Christ, the Light of the World", 


The booklet is designed to enlist the participation of the local church in the 
‘Assembly. An initial printing of nearly half a million copies in French, English and 
German will be followed by’ other language editions for Spanish-speaking, Scandinavian, 
“Asian and African countries. In all, the booklet will he published in more than 20 
languages. The total run may reach one million copies, 


In the preface Dr. W. A, Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, explains that the Vigyan Bhavan Hall in New Delhi where the Assembly will 
be held cannot possibly accommodate the hundreds of thousands of members of churches 
to whom the brochure will go "in all parts of the world, and in very many languages. 
But we need your spiritual presence, your personal participation in this event." 


The churches meeting in New Delhi, through their chosen delegates, Dr. Visser 't 
“Hooft says, have their “relevance in the local congregation, in the common worship, 
and the working and living together of individual Christian men and women". Christians 
often ask “how they can play their part in this new ecumenical movement of our time. 
Here is one opportunity." 
The booklet includes a treatment of the main theme of the Assembly, along with 


eight Bible studies, and a section on the World Council called "The Local Task in a 
Total Vision". There is also a section on suggested ways of using the booklet. 


Many denominations are planning to send copies to all their ministers. Single 
“copies are US$0.50, 3s.0d., DM 2,-, Fr.Sw.2,-. Sample copies and information on dis— 
‘count prices for quantity orders are available from : Publications Office, World 
Council of Churches, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. EBS, Geneva. 
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New Zealand Church Asks Recognition of Communist China 

_ (Palmerston, North) - The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand 
Dhas reiterated its plea that the New Zealand government support diplomatic recognition 
Jof the government of Communist China and her admission to the United Nations, 


Terming the present situation "farcical", the Assembly stressed that such action 
"would appear to become increasingly urgent and that the United Nations is the frame— 
work within which resolution of serious international situations should be sought. 


el 


¢ “Only when men are brought face to face, can real communication occure," it 


oo EPS, Geneva. 


' UN Debates Religious Freedom 


| (United Nations) — A proposed change in the Coverant of Human Rights, which observors 
"believe would have posed a serious threat to religious liberty, was averted last week 
with the help of church experts on international affairs, 


The proposal for the change was made in debate in the United Nations General 
"Assembly by the Saudi Arabia delegation with the support of several Moslem states, The 
delegation asked the deletion of the section of the Covenant's Article 18 which pro- 

‘vides for the right to maintain or change one's religion or belief. 


Officials of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, on the scene, 
sent letters to various delegations and talked with their leaders, many of whom were 
reported "unaware of the essential nature of the provision.’ 


Following lengthy and complex debate, an alternate proposal was advanced by the 
Philippines delegation that the text should read, freedom to have a religion or belief 
of one's choice. This was later ammended by the United Kingdom to freedom to have or 
'to adopt a religion or belief of one's choice. This ammended version was adopted with- 
out dissenting vote. 


CCIA officials, the Rev. A. D. Micheli, secretary and Dr. 0. F, Nolde, director, 
said that while the actual wording of the text had been changed "the intent and inter- 
pretation remain the same". 


The debate came in the continuing work of the UN General Assembly on the Covenant 
‘which it hopes one day will become an international treaty. CCTA has insisted since 
1946, when the Human Rights Commission was established, that the freedom to change one's 

religion or belief is an essential o° religious liberty. It was largely through the 
agency's efforts that this provision was incorporated in the Declaration of Human 
Rights adopted in 1948. CCIA is a joint agency of the World Council of Churches and 
the International Missionary Council, EPS, Geneva. 


US Iutherans Study Medical Ethics 

(New York) — The United Lutheran Church in America has launched a study of the medical 
and moral questions concerning birth control, artificial insemination, sterilization, 
therapeutic abortion and outhanasia. 


Entitled "Ethics of Medical Practice", the research project will result in a 
series of monographs by individual authors designed to "offer guidance to people as 
they work toward their own conclusions" on the issues. 


The possibility of a second full-scale study on another topic - Church-State 
relations in the United States - is also being investigated by the church. Its Board 
of Social Missions has authorized a series of consultations to explore the possibility 
of such a survey. EB , Geneva. 
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| New Anglican College in Jerusalem 


(Jerusalem) - Plans for the establishment of a theological college at Jerusalem have 
) been announced hy the Anglican Archbishop in Jerusalem, the Most Rev. A.C.MacImes. 


A The new institution, which will be called St. George's College, fulfills long 

: Standing plans of the Anglican communion to expand its theological study programme in 
)Jerusalem, The college will offer courses in such subjects as archaeology, cecumenisn, 
mand Islamics for students, ordinands and graduates. It will be located in buildings 
owned by the church near the Collegiate Church of St. George the Martyr, Jerusalem. 


The Anglican church also operates a school in Jerusalem, 
fe 


4 
y 


Named as first principal of the college has been the Rev, F. V. A. Boyse, vicar of 
the Guild Church of St. Mary, Abchurch, London. Other staff appointed are the Rev. 
J. D, Wilkinson, of the faculty of Ely Theological College, who was named Tutor; Canon 
® kenneth Cragg, noted Islamic scholar; Dr, J. D. Zimmerman, Old Testament scholar; and 
' Canon Edward Every, church historian. EBS, Geneva. 


¥ 


i Unity Means "Back to Christ -— Not Rome! 


if (Stuttgart) - A prominent German Iutheran theologian has emphasized that the road to 
» Christian.unity is a “road back - but it is back to Christ and not back to Rome", 


"The Biblical allusion to one flock under one shepherd refers only to Christ hin- 
» self and not to the Pope," Bishop Herman Dietsfelbinger, chairman of the Lutheran Worlé 
' Federation's Commission on Inter-Confessional Research, told a recent meeting in 

| Stuttgart, Germany. 


‘ “Iuther's ecumenical goal was back to Christ alone, to the Holy Scriptures, to 
faith and truth," he declared, in contrast to the position of the Roman Catholic Church 
which "demands distinctly, plainly and clearely the return to Rome (and) refuses +o 
acknowledge that it, too, can be at fault and commit errors". 


He added that plans for the Second Vatican (Ecumenical) Council make it "quite 
clear that Rome understands 'ecumenical! only in the sense of Roman Catholic", 
EPS, Geneva. 


Archbishop of Canterbury in Jerusalem 


(Jerusalem) — Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, the Archbishop of Canterbury, has completed 
/his visit to Jerusalem - the first stage of the twelve-—day journey which has captured 
the imagination of the Christian world. 


It was a visit in the nature of a pilgrimage and one that was marked by gracious 
cordiality and notably warm demonstrations of affection on both sides. 


Everywhere the primate was greeted by large crowds of clergy, many of whom seemed 
almost in friendly competition to gain his attention, according to one report. There 
were also numerous individual manifestations of the feeling of unity and affection such 
as Roman Catholic monks kneeling to kiss his hand. "The Archbishop has clearly been 
surprised andwofoundly moved by his reception and his hosts have been delighted with 
his friendliness and dignity" said an observor. 


The 75-year old Archbishop began his strenuous five-day tour with a visit to St. 
George's Collegiate Church, an Anglican Cathedral,where he was accompanied in a solemn 
procession of Orthodox, Armenian and Coptic clergy and about seventeen Roman Catholic 

priests, Franciscans and White Fathers. 


/ 


Noe 45 - 2nd December, 1960. 6 


When he visited the Church of the Holy Sepulchre he was again met by a host of 
Clergy who escorted him to the candle-lit altar, where he kissed a relic of the Passion 
and knelt before the Tabernacle. An Armenian Bishop held his right hand and the 
Franciscan Superior, his left. Later, in procession with the Orthodox, Armenian and 
Latin Patriarchs, he was escorted on a walk through the city up the Via Dolorosa pre- 


ceded by footmen who crashed their staves on the payement to clear the way. 


Later Dr. Fisher drove to the Mount of Olives to view the Old City, visited 
Bethlehem, Rachael's Tomb and other holy places. 


In a sermon on Sunday at the Anglican Cathedral, Dr. Fisher said there is blowing 
through the churches "a great wind, a wind of fellowship in Christ, a wind of the Holy 


eSpirit". 


"In many parts of the world and in contact with many churches I have felt that a 
resurrection is at work," he said. "I pray that my jourmey... may in some measure give 
help and encouragement to all who find in the ecumenical movement an authentic voice 
of the Holy Spirit to the churches of the world," 


Through the centuries, he continued, the churches "have allowed themselves to be 
drawn overmuch into what St. Paul called philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradi- 
tion of man, after the elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ. 


"Here in Jerusalem, in the first Christian sermon ever preached by mortal man, 
St’. Peter said: ‘Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.’ 


"By that unity of hope and loyalty and faith and baptismal gift all the churches 
are being drawn, as I believe, into a fresh power of the Resurrection..." 


Dr. Fisher left Jerusalem early this week for Istanbul where he will be the guest 
of His All Holiness, Athenagoras I, the Ecumenical Patriarch of the Orthodox Church. 
From there he will proceed to Rome for an audience with Pope John XXIII at the Vatican, 
(See EPS, No.41.) EPS, Geneva. 


In Brief 


Sir Francis Ibiam, chairman of the Provisional Committee of the All-Africa Church 
Conference, has been named Governor General of East Nigeria. Sir Francis, a medical 
doctor by profession, is principal of the Hope Waddell Training Institution, Calabar, 
Nigeria, a secondary high school for 330 boys conducted under the auspices of the 
Church of Scotland Mission, An active Presbyterian layman, he has been a leader in 
the ecumenical movement in Africa and internationally. 


* x 


A ten-year project to publish the "first complete definitive edition" of John Wesley's 


works has been undertaken jointly by five leading US Methodist seminaries. Dr. Frank 


Baker of London, secretary of the Wesley Historical Society in England, has been ap- 


pointed archivist and bibliographer of the work. 


Tas ikee$ 


For the first time the Evangelical Church of Cologne, Germany, is giving Protestants 
opportunity for private confession in the form of "an hour of pastoral care". Twelve 
pastors from churches in Cologne are taking turns in conducting the "confessional". 
This hour of pastoral care" in a church is based on an “Order of Confession" which 


provides opportunity for conversation before confession and absolution. 


ed a 
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‘a ) 
A sum of about $10,000 has been raised by Austrian Lutherans in 2 "Bread for the Hungry" 
campaign. About $2,500 of the funds have been turned over to the Lutheran World 
Federation for its milk distribution centres for Arab refugees in the Holy Land. 


ae ee 


Christian marriage and family life is the subject of a new hymn contest being sponsored 
ay the Hymn Society of America, A Society spokesman said the topic was chosen because 
of the dearth of hymns which "give expression to the newer concepts of the relation 
P the Christian faith to sex, love, marriage and parenthood", 


* % 


q 
“The Religious Society of Friends (USA) has given $16,000 to the United Nations Tech- 


“nical Assistance programme as "an installment of anonymous Quaker donations from across 
the country". The contributions were made hy Quakers who voluntarily taxed themselves 
to help the UN. The-money will aid projects in Africa. 
% * 
‘Three theological colleges in New Zealand have granted free places involving full 
“tuition and board to Asian students for the 1961 academic year. The arrangement has 
'deen made through the East Asia Christian Conference, an Asian inter-—church body of 
“Which New Zealand churehes are members, The three colleges are: St. John's Anglican 
College, Auckland, which is accepting a student from Kobe, Japan: the Baptist College, 
‘Auckland, which is accepting a student from Jaffna, Ceylon; and-Christchurch College, 
which is acsepting a student from Dacca, East Pakistan. 

+ * 


Pope John XXIII has decided to postpone a television audience tentatively scheduled for 
showing in the British Isles on December 1, the eve of his audience with the Archbishop 
of Canterbury. A British Broadeasting Corporation announcement said the Pope had in- 
‘formed them that he did not wish to take advantage on the eve of Dr. G. Fisher's visit 
of the increased interest and would “prefer to appear later". 


rae 


Professor Heinrich Vogel, a prominent German Protestant theologian, who is a member of 


dand Mrder of Merit, in Silver", one of the Soviet zone's highest awards. Professor 
Vogel was commanded because his views on peace coincide with those of the government. 
During World War II, Professor Vogel was a leader of the “confessional wing" of the 
German Protestant. church noted for its strong anti-Nazi stand. 


nse 


The legislature of the state of Kerala, India, has decided to exempt religious, charit— 
able and educational institutions from an agrarian reform bill which is designed to 
estaklish maximum size of land holdings. The exemption has been strongly opposed by 


the state's Communist party. 
x % 


fen Indonesian Christian leaders have been invited to New Zealand for a three-week 
fraternal visit hy the National Council of Churches. The visit is the second half of 
a "get acquainted” exchange initiated earlier this year when a group of 11 New Zealand- 


ers visited Indonesia. 
¥* * 


the evangelical faculty of East Berlin's Humbold University, has been given the "Father. . 
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Archbishop of Canterbury Visits Constantinople and Rome 


(Rome) - The Most Rev. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, the Archbishop of Canterbury has 
called upon Pope John XXIII, 


‘The meeting was quiet and with no outward fuss and the barest minimum of cere- 
mMOny 


It took 55 minutes and what words passed between the two Christian leaders may 
never be revealed. They were alone except for an interpreter and even photographers 
were barred from recording the historic meeting. 


Statements issued following the meeting on behalf of both the Pope and the Arch- 
bishop discussed it in the mildest of terns. All sources emphasized the cordiality 
of the meeting and agreed that there was no discussion of negotiations concerming 
church union. 


The statement by the Archbishop said the Pope had "expressed his great desires. 
to increase brotherly feelings among all men, especially among all Christians, and 
the Archbishop confirmed out of his knowledge and experience how keen and widespread 
was the desire in many churches to act for the same purpose". 


It said it "was never intended that this should be an occasion for consideration 
of particular problems or issues, and the meeting retained throughout the character 
of a visit of courtesy. It was marked by a happy spirit of cordiality and sympathy, 
such as befitted a notable event in the history of church relations." 


The Archbishop later told reporters that he had greeted the Pontiff with the 
words, “Your Holiness, we are making history", and the Pope had agreed. 
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Later, the Pope is said to have told cardinals and prelates in the Vatican that 
"we remained at the threashold of the great problems". The official Vatican com- 
munigué related that the Archbishop was received "graciously by the Supreme Pontiff 
‘who engaged him for nearly an hour" and that "the Holy Father interested himself 
particularly in the recent journey of the illustrious visitor in various nations of 
‘the Orient..." Tt said also that "the conversations, always characterized by senti- 
ments of sympathy, turned also to personal memories of a spiritual nature". 


Particular importance was credited to the meeting of the Archbishop with Augustin 
Wardinal Bea, head of the Secretariat on Christian Unity for the Vaticar Council. . 


J During this visit it was reportedly agreed that an immediate liaison should be 
‘set up between the secretariat and Lambeth Palace (the headquarters of the Anglican 
Communion) to facilitate the free flow of information in both directions. 


Dr. Fisher is said to have told Cardinal Bea that he considered the Secretariat 
"3 very useful organ" and made clear that he would be glad to give assistance and 
would be pleased to know of any ways in which help could be offered in its work. 


Barlier the Archbishop preached the third of three sermons delivered during his 
unprecedented 12-day tour. Addressing a large congregation at Evensong in All Saints! 
Anglican Church, he said of his visit, "This could only happen, I could only have sug- 
gested my visit here, because the Pope on his side made it clear he would receive me 
in a similar spirit in the courtesy of Christian brotherhood. 


"Here is indeed a day of the Lord, like many days of the Lord, simple, unspectac- 
ular, hardly to be observed, a whisper of the still small voice of the Holy Spirit,” 


Continuing, the Archbishop outlined what some observers termed his plan for 
"a commonwealth of all churches". Unity, not wumion is the key-word now, he stressed, 
"for church union or reunion rests above reconciliation of jurisdiction and authoriti- 
‘9s so that within the one Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church the particular churches 
of Christendom may be duly related to one another in terms of co-ordination and full 
community. But unity is of the spirit and into that unity of discipleship and mutual 
love the churches can enter already and are entering now." 


For two days preceeding his visit to Rome the Archbishop was in Istanbul as the 
suest of His All Holiness, Athenagoras, the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople 
and as "first among equals" the spiritual leader of the Eastern Orthodox Church. 


It also was a visit notable for its cordiality and warmth, On his arrival the 
Archbishop was driven straight from the airport to the church of the Phanar, the See 
of the Ecumenical Patriarch where His All Holiness celebrated the liturgy and offered 
prayers for the unity of all churches. 


Later the two Primates had discussions in the Patriarch's study, which reportedly 
dealt with the possibilities of "a confederation of Christian churches". By this it 
was understood to mean confederational relationship of all churches, regardless of 
their doctrinal differences. 


The Patriarch was said to have praised the work of the World Council of Churehes, 
but to have told the Archbishop that it should be enlarged to include Roman Catholics. 
Referring to the Second Vatican (Ecumenical) Council called by Pope John AX LIT tae 
Patriarch said that he was willing to gc anywhere for the cause of unity and would 
visit Rome on the condition that he be received as an "equal". 


The two confessional leaders also reportedly agreed to a resumption of theologi- 
eal talks with representatives including the whole Orthodox Church, and not just the 
Greek Orthodox segment, as before. This was understood to be contingent upon a con- 
sultation with heads of the autocephalous churches to be held at a Pan-Orthodox synod 
in Rhodes. 


On Saturday, Dr. Fisher, fresh from his visit in Rome, arrived home in London. 

He told reporters who met him at the airport he was confident the way was now clear for 
friendlier relations between the Anglicans arid Orthodox smd Catholics. “Far more 

a been accomplished than I ever expevted," he declared. EPS, Geneva. 
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“WCC South African Consultation Opens 


(Johannesburg) - The week-long consultation on race relations of the eight member 
churches in South Africa of the World Council of Churches was opened in Johannesburg, 
Wednesday, December 7. 


‘ The WCC-convened consultation is being held in Cottersloe, a residence hall at 
the University of Witwatersrand, which for years has been fighting for the "open uni- 
versity" principle of non-segregation. Attending are 30 South African church re- 
presentatives and a seven-man WCC delegation. 


| Members of the World Council's delegation in a statement issued before their 
) departure from Geneva emphasized the multi-racial character of the consultation. They 
» said: 


-~ my — ys 


"The task of the consultation is to confront together the acute problem of race 
mrelations in South Africa, Its purpose is to seek a common mind on the specific re- 
Ssponsibility of the Church in this connection and to do so in the light of the corpor- 

ate statements made by the churches in many countries, The World Council's delega* 
tion goes to South Africa with the readiness to learn and with the desire to inter- 


pret the convictions on group relations held in its member churches in all continents," 


An editorial in the Christian Recorder, an independent journal published in 
‘Transvaal, said the consultation “could be the:nost important single event in the life 
of South Africa for a decade", 


| "Although party politics as such will rightly be eschewed at this conference," 
Pit said, it is difficult to see how next week's deliberations can avoid affecting the 
political thinking of the community as a whole - if by politics in this sense is meant 
the direction of our way of life in a multi-racial society. 

"In consequence," it added, "the conference will have not only the prayers of all 


worried Christians in South Africa, but the warm wishes of all men and women of good- 
will of other beliefs, as well in this riven land." 


Members of the WCC delegation are: Dr. Franklin Clark Pry, New York, lutheran, 
chairman of the WCC Central Committee; Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary; 
Dr. Wilhelm Niesel, Wuppertal, Germany, Reformed, a member of the Central Gomnittee; 
Sir Francis Ibiam, Nigeria, Presbyterian; Bishop Lakdasa De Mel, Ceylon, Anglican; 
Mr. Charles Parlin, USA, Methodist; and Dr. Robert S. Bilheimer, WCC associate 
general secretary. EBS, Geneva. 


Dutch Reformed Church Denounces Book on Apartheid 


(Johannesburg) - The Commission of General Assembly of the Dutch Reformed Church of 
Africa has issued a statement "repudiating" and "rejecting" the book, “Delayed Action", 
in which eleven Dutch Reformed theologians condemn apartheid as unscriptural and 
morally unjustifiable, (See EPS, No. 45) 


The commission said it was aware that a number of its office-holders had associ- 
ated themselves with the authors of the controversial volume, but ‘that it "wishes em- 
phatically to repudiate and reject the action of this group". It declared: 


"The commission is convinced that the activities of this group must necessarily 
lead to the acceptance of integration or race miscegenation. Inasmuch as the church 
has from carlier times rejected race miscegenation and accepted the parallel existence 
or co-existence, the commission declares that race miscegenation is immoral and un- 
Christian, Inevitably it leads to violation of the human dignity of the Bantu races. 


‘With cynical indifference it also imperils the spiritual heritage of our people." 
EPS, Geneva. 
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Week of Prayer, January 18 —- 25, 1961. 
FOR RELEASE AFTER JANUARY 1, 1961 


(Gene va) - Christians around the world will offer prayers for an end to the divi« 
Sions which separate them in the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18-25. 


In more than fifty countries - in thatched roofed chapels in Burma, in towering 
cathedrals in Germany, in the neat, white colonial churches of the United States - 
they will gather in special services to offer intercessions "that all may be one". 


The annual observance is sponsored by the Faith and Order Commission of the 
World Council of Churches, which each year issues a special leaflet containing sug- 
gested prayers and Bible readings as a guide for public prayer and private devotions. 


Theme of this year's observance is "I am the light of the world", (John VIIT, 
12) - in keeping with the theme of the World Council's Third Assembly, to be held 
late next year, “Jesus Christ, the Light of the World" and its associate themes of 
unity, witness and service. 


The same theme is also used in the leaflet prepared for Roman Catholics parti- 
cipating in the Week of Prayer observances sponsored by the “Association Unité Chré- 
tienne" in Lyon, France. 


Both the World Council's and the Roman Catholic leaflets will be printed in 
more than a dozen languages and combined distribution is expected to exceed last 
year's record of more than 1,000,000 copies. 


- Observances of the Week will take different forms in different areas. In many 
communities Christians of different confessional backgrounds will gather in the same 
service, In others the services of different confessions will de held at the same 
time. 


In many areas special lectures on Christian unity will be given under joint 
Roman Catholic and Protestant auspices. 


In a letter to the WC's 178 member churches, Dr. Keith R. Bridston, Faith and 
Order Commission secretary, urges that "prayer for unity should be realistic" and 
not "an evasive substitute for thinking". 


"We must struggle with the hard realities of the ‘irreconcilable differences’ 
in faith and order between the churches," he writes. "If that dogmatic realism and 
integrity are not present in our ecumenical prayer, it soon becomes weak and insipid 
sentimentalism which is neither tasty nor strengthening. Nevertheless, paradoxic- 
ally, even prayer with different purposes, with different dogmatic presuppositions, 
is common prayer. Whatever its particular intentions, all true prayer for unity is 
common because it is offered to One Lord, and, however different our understandings 
of unity may be, ‘the Spirit helps us in our wealmess; for we do not know how to 
pray as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with sighs too deep for 
words’,"(Rom.VIII, 26) EPS, Geneva. 


(Copy of the WCC leaflet is enclosed with this issue of EPS) 


Independent "Y" Established in Kenya 
(Nairobi) - The YMCA of Kenya has been formally established in a ceremony at Nairobi. 
Its formation brings to an end the period in which it was an extension of the 


British Movement. More than one-half of the members of the newly independent or- 
ganization are Africans. 


The Rev. A. C. Fraser, London, overseas secretary of the British YMCA, read a 
formal letter from the British group transmitting "all property and all authority 


- that we now have" to the new Kenya group. The new body is expected to apply shortly 
for formal membership in the World Alliance of YMWA's,. EPS, Geneva. 
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Methodist Minister Heckled by Racist Crowds 


(New Orleans) - The action of a Methodist minister who defied kicking, screaming, 
taunting demonstrators to take his daughter past picket lines into an integrated 
school may have turned the tide in this city's integration crisis. 


Last Monday, when the Rev. Lloyd Foreman took his five year old daughter, Pamela 
Lynn, into the school she was the only white child enrolled. By Friday, ten white 
children, including Pamela Lynn, were back in school and the boycott showed Signs of 
weakening. 


"Tf it wasn't for him we would have won our fight," an angry woman told report 
ers, 


Mr. Foreman, who is minister of St. Mark's Methodist Church, said he was only 
exercising his right as a citizen to rear his child as he sought fit. "I tove this 
country, and I want to abide peacefully by the will of the majority and to teach my 
child to do so. I could not stand idly by and not take a stand which would show the 
nation that the mob is not typical." 


The New Orleans situation has been as bitter as any in the south, The bitter- 
ness has been fed by what police have called “the cheer-leaders" a group of hard-core 
segregationalist mothers who show up daily to push, hit, chant and jeer at the few 
white parents who have persisted in taking their children to the integrated school. 

EPS, Geneva. 


South African Anglicans Support Stronger Ties with Reformed Churches 


(Capetown) - The Synod of the Anglican Church of the Province of South Africa has 
pledged "full support of the Anglican bishops in maintaining and strengthening con- 
tacts with other churches - especially the Dutch Reformed Churches," 


The motion approved by the Synod was advanced by Archdeacon D, A. Bailey of 
Bloemfontein who, in a referral to the rift between the two bodies over apartheid, 
said that it was "undeniable" that at times there have been "feelings" between them. 


But, he added, "a great dealof heart-searching has been taking place inside the 
Dutch Reformed Church, Twenty-five years ago the Dutch Reformed Church attitude was 
that apartheid, or segregation, was based on the Scriptures. Today that attitude 
has been withdrawn - something for which we should be deeply grateful." 

EPS, Geneva. 


Presbyterians, Congregationalists Issue Joint Statement 

(Geneva) - Leaders of the International Congregational Council and the World Presby- 
terian Alliance have issued a joint statement affirming their common convictions and 
calling for increased co-operation between the two bodies. 


The statement, which is unofficial, was prepared at a meeting of five leaders 
of each of the confessions held in August and released last week in Geneva, The 
two bodies together represent some sixty million Christians belonging to the Reformed 
tradition. 


The statement notes the increasing number of united churches which incorporate 


both Congregational and Presbyterian elements in their make-up and the conviction that 


the drawing together of the two bodies would be a practical step within the larger 
ecumenical picture. 


But, it declares, it is recognized that “union is only a first step and with the 
consummation of union our obligations and responsibilities are not fulfilled. 


A section on “common witness" declares that neither of the two bodies “exists 
as an end in itself, but that each seeks to be an instrument through which the whole 
Church is served. At the same time we are convinced that the Reformed witness is a 
valid contribution that should be made through appropriate channels to today's world. 
Specially we have in mind our concern for truth of every kind, our belief that the 
Church is not the truth nor can she claim possession of all truth, but that she must 
Beontinually seek to receive it from God." . 
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Specific recommendations for closer relations made by the group and approved 
by the Executive Committees of both confessional organizations, include synchroni- 
zing the dates of the General Councils in 1964 and holding them in neighbouring 
towns; publishing informative articles and documents in each other's periodicals, 
and appointing a Joint Commission to work on the Reformed Doctrine of the Church in 
the light of Congregational and Presbyterian history. EPS, Geneva. 


German Churches Continue World Food Programme 


(Berlin) - The second year of the "Bread for the World" Calipaign of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (EKD) and the German Evangelical Free Churches has been inaugura- 
ted at special ceremonies in Vest Berlin. 


An appeal issued jointly by Bishop Otto Dibelius, of Berlin, chairman of the 
EKD Council, and Methodist Bishop Friedrich Wunderlich of Frankfurt-on—Main, said 
the campaign was to be "a bridge of peace and a step toward reconciliation between 
the peoplesof Europe and our brothers in Asia, Africa and South America whose con- 
fidence in us must not be disappointed". 


"Millions of hungry and sick people... are waiting for our help," the appeal 
Said, "God will not tolerate that the rich are getting even richer while the 
hungry get even poorer." 


Funds collected during last year's campaign totaled close to 20,000,000 DM 
(about $4,800,000) - more than any previous collection under EKD auspices. The 
money is being used for food shipments, immediate aid measures and long range ag- 
ricultural, medical and housing programmes in underdeveloped areas. A substantial 
part will go to the World Council of Churches' programme to aid “areas of acute 
human need". EPS, Geneva, 


Four US Churches Urged to Unite 

(San Francisco) - A proposal for unification of four of the major Protestant bodies 
in the United States, has been advanced by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, chief executive 
officerof the United Presbyterian Church in the USA,and a member of the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


Dr. Blake made his proposal in a sermon preached at a service held in the 
Protestant Episcopal Cathedral in connection with the meeting in San Francisco, of 
the six-day triennial general assembly of the National Council of Churches. 


Under the propesal the following four churches would be involved in the mergers 
the Methodist Church, with 10,000,000 members; the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
3,000,000 members; the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, 3,000,000 members; 
and the United Church of Christ, 2,225,000 mombers. 


Dr. Blake expressed the hope that the proposal would be presented to the 
Presbyterian General Assembly at its meeting in May, and to the triennial convention 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, which meets in the fall. 


The core of the proposal is that it would bring together churches of both the 
"catholic" (for example Anglo-Catholic) and of the reformed, protestant and evangeli- 
cal traditions, and that "such a union would have within it the kind of broad and ~ 
deep agreement which given promise:of much wider union that seems possible at the 
present moment, looking ultimately to the reunion of the whole of Christ's Church." 


Dr. Blake said the reunited Church should incorporate these principles of the 
Catholic tradition: 


1. "Visible and historical continuity with the Church of all agos... without 
adopting any particular theory of historic succession... (it) shall provide at its 
inception for the consecration of all its bishops by bishops and presbyters both in 
the apostolic succession and out of it from all over the world from all Christian 
“churches which would authorize or permit them to take part." (Previous conversa- 
Betons in the United States to bring together churches of these traditions have 

tuk . 
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stumbled on the Episcopal Church's requirement that clergymen from other churches be 
reordained by Episcopal bishops in the historic line of succession. Dr. Blake 
pointed out that in the Church of South India this difficulty had been overcome.) 


2. It would "clearly confess the historic trinitarian faith received from the 
Apostles and set forth in the Apostles! and Nicean Creeds". 


3. It would “administer the two sacraments instituted by Christ, the Lord's 
Supper (or Holy Communion, or Eucharist) and Baptism, These must be understood 
truly as Means of Grace by which God's Grace and presence are made available to his 
people." 


Principles of the reformation tradition which it must incorporate are: 


1. "The principle of continuing reformation under the Word of God by the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit; 


2. "4 truly democratic system of government"; 


3, “A seeking in a new way to recapture the brotherhood and sense: of fellow- 
ship of all its members and ministers". 


Finally,he said, "the reunited Church must find the way to include within its 
catholicity (and because of it) a wide diversity of theological formulation of the 
faith and a variety of worship and liturgy including worship that is non-liturgical. 


The sermon was hailed by the Rt. Rev. James A, Pike, Bishop of the Episcopal 
Diocese of California, who called it "the most sound and inspiring proposal for 
unity of the church in this country which has ever been made in its history". 


"I hope and pray," said Bishop Pike, "that the plan will be received by the 
four churches - and others -— in the Christian spirit in which it has been offered 
and that definite action toward its fulfillment will soon be forthcoming. I shall 
certainly labour to this end." EPS, Geneva. 


Russian Orthodox Church Sets Up Inter-—Church Commission 


(Moscow) - Patriarch Alexis, head of the Russian Orthodox Church, has set up a com- 
mission to deal with relations with other churches. 


Named chairman of the bedy was Metropolitan Pitirim of Leningrad and Lagoda. 
Its members include: Bishop Nikodim of Podolsk, president of the Foreign Department 
of the Church; Bishop Pimen of Dmitrov, administrator of the Moscow Patriarchate; 


Bishop John of Berlin-Karlshorst, Exarch of Central Europe; Archpriest W. M. Borovoj, 
représentative of the president of the Foreign Department; Archpriest K. I. Rushiski, 


dean of the Theological Academy, Moscow: and Professor N. D. Uspenski, of the The- 
ological Academy in: Leningrad. EPS, Geneva. 


National Council in US Studies Steel Strike Implications 


(New York) - The ethical implications of the 116-day steel strike in the United 


States are examined in a unique study produced by a special committee of the National 


Council of Churches (USA). The walk-out took place early this year. 


In the study, the 17-committee deal with concentration of power and bigness, 
government intervention, causes of the strike and the role of mass communications 
in the dispute. 

The findings question the usefulness of strikes in today's society, uphold 
collective bargaining and call for a revision of the Taft Hartley Act. 


The two most difficult ethical problems posed by the strike, the committee con- 


: cluded, were the responsible use of power and honesty in using mass communications. 


= ae 


. 


} 


No. 46 - 9th December, 1960. a 


Head of the study oommittee was the Hon. Charles P. Taft, Cincinnati, 0., pro- 
minent Episcopal layman, Members of the committee were lay experts and clergy, but 
not representatives from citherthe steel industry or the union. The study, which is 
pe will be distributed by the NCC to its 33 Protestant and Orthodox member: 
churches. 


"It is tempting to some people to say 'a plague on both your houses'y") says the 


' forword. "But this is not the spirit in which this study was made nor is assessing 


} 
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blame for the dispute between the parties the purpose which the report is intended to 
serve," 


An editorial in the New York Times praised the NCC for its "outstanding public 


a ae 


service" in preparing the study. It deacrihed it as "not just a post-mortem, but also 
| aS a sermon on what the nation can do to be saved from such prodigous wastes as 116 


| days of idle steel hands, cold furnaces and Superheated controversy. The timing is 


just right." EPS, Geneva. 


Appeal for Aid for Apartheid Opponents 


(London) - A new appeal for £200,000 (%S8560 ,000) has been launched in London by 
Christian Action towards the cost of defending the thirty persons now on trial for 
treason in South Africa and helping their families. 


The appeal was made on behalf of the Union by novelist Alan Paton, president 
of the South African Liberal Party. Mr. Paton said if the 30 people still on triat 
are convicted it is likely that similar proceedings will be taken against 61 others 


whose indictments were "quashed" by the High Court, but who were never formally ac- 


quitted. 
Funds totalling more than <100,000 to aid prisoners and their families had pre-— 
viously been raised by Christian Action. HPS, Geneva. 
In Brief 


When the Kaiser-Wilhelm memorial church in Berlin is restored, it will be used for 
weekday noon services for people working in the area, Bishop Otto Dibelius of 
Berlin brought the idea back from his visit to the USA where he had the opportunity 
on two occasions during his short stay to hold midday services for workers and en- 
ployees, 


a eG 


The first ecumenical student hostel in Vienna will be built on the site of the 
Garrison Church, which was badly damaged during the war. The hostel will be open 
both to Austrians and to foreigners of all confessions. It will contain single and 
double rooms, club-rooms, common-rooms and reading-rooms, and a room for services. 


x 
The Scandinavian Mission Council has requested its member-councils ta co-operate with 


the various student Christian organizations to aid the growing number of non-white 
students coming to Scandinavia to study. The Mission Council suggested that student 


hostels be built in which these and Scandinavian students could live together. Ly 


is estimated that 65% of the non-white students who study in Seancinevia exe 
Christians. 
%* * 


The Burma Christian Council has sponsored a three-day seminar on Buddhism attented 
by Buddhist, Methodist, Anglican and youth organization representatives. 


was organized in response to the urging of many Christian leaders, for greater under- 
tanding of the religion in this predominantly Buddhist country. 


sper 


The seminar 


ae ; 
TS eee eee a 


4 | 


No. 46 - 9th December, 1960, 9 


An organization representing both Protestant and Roman Catholic churches in New 
Zealand has issued a statement opposing introduction of commercial television into 
New Zealand, The Interchurch Council on Public Affairs declared that "ownership 
and control of television stations should be in the hands either of a government 
department or of a public corporation". 


* * 


Dr. Murray S. Stedman, Jr., has been named general director of interpretation for 
| the National Council of Churches (USA), effective January 1. He will succeed James 
' W. Wine, who resigned this fall to become advisor for religious affairs to President- 
elect John F. Kennedy. For the past three years Mr. Stedman has been director of 
the Office of Information of the United Presbyterian Church, USA. 


eh en: 


The Vatican Radio has inaugurated daily French-language broadcasts beamed at West 
Africa. A spokesman said the reason for the new broadcasts was "the growing im- 
portance of Africa", 


* * 


A sudden increase in the flow of Evropean refugees from the Chinese Mainland into 
Hong Kong, is reported. During the past two months a total of 567 persons regis« 
tered with World Council of Churches refugee officials for aid as contrasted with 
an average of sixty or seventy per monthppeviously recorded. WCC officials will 
help them secure visas and will make arrangements to place many of the aged and ill 
in special church homes in Europe. 
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Bishop Nikodim, head of the foreign office of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, has been named a member of the working committee preparing for the 
Alil-Christian Peace Assembly to be held next June in Prague. Plans for the Assembly, 
including a programme to use press and radio to keep the public informed of its 
preparations, were made at a recent meeting of the Committee in Prague, 


eet) Gas 


Patriarch Alexis, head of the Russian Orthodox Church, is making a month-long tour 
of the Middle and Near East, Accompanying the 83-year old Patriarch on the trip 
are sixteen other Russian church leaders, His itinerary includes Alexandria, Egypt; 
Damascus, Syria; Jerusalem and Athens, and probably Gonstantinople. 


* % 


Funds totaling more than 15,000,000 Finish marks (US$ 45,000) - five times the 
amount sought - have been raised by the Finnish Mission Society, for Ovamboland, 
South-West Africa, where thousands are reported in need as the result of a recent 
famine. 


* * 


The Protestant student group in Frankfurt-am—Main, which has been working for a long 
time to promote contacts between German and foreign students, has started a Moslen- 
Protestant study groupe Twice a month discussions are held on the theological 
differences between Islam and Christianity. 


ces: 


The parents of the Thomaner Choirboys in Leipzig have unanimously insisted on the 
retention of the choir's “church character", and on the continuance of Christian 
education in thé choir's boarding-school. If any "changes" are introduced in 

_ the boys!’ curriculum, they states, they would immediately remove their children from 


the choir school, (See EPS, No.43) 
* %* 
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Special Report 


lorldwide Protestent Missionary Force Continues to Grow 


_ ‘There are 42,250 Protestant miss_onaries serving in countries other than their 
own, according to a recent survey published by the Missionary Research Library. in 
New York. °, 


Mror  tnaeenumber, </ iol or 64.4%, are from North America (the United States and 
| Canada) , the study by Dr. Frank W, Price and Clara E. Orr, published in the QOccasion~ 
’ al Bulletin of the Library for November 23rd, states. Although the subject is 
| "North American Protestant Foreign Missions in 1960", the survey also reveals some 
interesting facts about the worldwide Protestant missionary forces. 


According to a table included in the study, 7,000 missionaries are sent by 
agencies in the United Kingdom. Australia sends 1,763, Swdden 1,541, and Germany 
1,009, "Younger churches" now send over 100 missionaries to lands other than their 
OWN. In 1911 the worldwide Protestant missionary force was 21,307 with 7,239 from 
North America. 4 


The report notes that 15,031, or 35.6%, of the Protestant missionary force 
today comes from Europe, Australia, New Zealand, the Union of South Africa, and 
"younger churches". A general estimate of income for foreign missions in countries © 
other than North America is between 40 and 50 million dollars. Us and Canadian 
income for missionary agencies reached nearly 170 million dollars in 1959. 


The survey reveals that while the world missionary force has increased nearly 
threefold in sixty years, the North American missionary personnel has increased four- 
fold. “The increase in the number of national church leaders of all kinds, both 
professional workers and laymen, if it could be surveyed, would certainly be mudh 
larger, and indeédmore significant." 


"The small but growing number of foreign missionaries sent out by the ‘younger 
churches! of Asia and Africa and the Pacific to other countries is a significant 
and hopeful sign," the report observes. “As the whole church in the whole world 
beeomes a missionary church, it will be more and more difficult to compare the range 
and influence of missionary work accomplished, although at present it seems that the 
American societies bear a heavier responsibility in personnel and finance. That 
there are dangers as well as opportunities in such a responsibility is apparent: 


SOMO. 


The North Amcrican missionary force has increased 81 per cent during the past 
decade and missionaries serve in 146 countries. The report was based on responses 
from 421 boards and societiés. Independent missionary societies showed greater 
gains and a decrease of 3,2 per cent was recorded for the 94 boards and affiliated 
agencies working through the Division of Foreign Missions of the National Council 
of Churches, USA. 


The survey includes the Evangelical Foreign Missions Association with 43 re- 
lated societies and the fundamentalist Associated Mission Agencies of the Inter- 
national Council of Christian Churches. Another group of 131 boards and agencies 
is composed of "independents" who report 5,093 missionaries. 


The report on the current missionary force is one of a series of surveys under- 
taken by the Missionary Research Library, 3041 Boradway, New York 27, New York. The 
library is a repository for historical materials on the worldwide Christian mission 
as well as a research and study centre. It is considered the largest and most 
complete international Christian library. Housed in quarters provided by Union 


of the National Council of Churches, related boards, and individual donors. 


Fl Theological Seminary in New York, it is supported by the Division of Foreign Missions © 
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Recent studies include those on "The Missionary Vocation Toady', “The Role of © 
the Missionary in Rapidly -Changing Society", and “Ecumenical Streams in Protestant } 
Christianity" The study on “ecumenical streams" by Dr. Frank W. Price, director — 
of the sere ano estimates that the nunver of Protestant Christians related to the | 
World Council of Churches is probably between 120 and 130 million while the number — 
related to the World Evangelical Fellowship is 20 to 25 million. 


-. Dr. Price points out that his figures reveal the relationship of icin tia tt ool 
groups in each country to the World Council or other world Christian fellowship. 1 
The total number of denominational groups is 1,382 while the total constituent 
membership of the World Council is 178 church iNet between 13 and 14 per cent. 
However, within the membership of the World Council is about 60 per cent of the 
total Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox communities in all parts of the World. 


“The World Council, and also the World Evangelical Fellowship, is weakest in 
Latin America and Africa and strongest in Asia as far as ‘lands of the younger ¢ 
churches! are concerned. About 70 per cent of the churches:in the World Gounsat 
belong to Europe, the United States, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand." 


Dr. Price claims that it is “truer to the facts to speak of ecumenical streams 
rather than any one ecumenical river in Protestant Christianity’. The study in- 
cludes a world survey of population and Protestant community by country, followed 
by proportion of Protestant adherents to total population. 


"The sparsest Protestant population is in the Middle East and North Africa. 
In spite of long and earnest missionary efforts less than one per cent of Asia is 
Protestant Christian.... About eight per cent of the world's population today . 
is Protestant Christian, 17 per cent is Roman Catholic, and five per cent is Or- 
thodox and ancient Eastern, a total of 30 per cent," Dr. Price observes. . 


"But, if present rates of growth in world population and in the Shiu taas 
community continue, the proportion of the total Christian community by the year 
2,000 A.D. may be 20 per cent and Protestants may be only five per cent of the 
Reno on our globe." EPS, Geneva. 
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Lack of Contact Seen as Factor in S.African Race Problems 


(Johannesburg) -~ Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, said here that the lack of sufficient "real human contact" between the 
various racial groups in South Africa has been a major contributing factor in the 
Union's race problems. (See EPS, No. 46) 

The World Council executive said that the WCC-convened consultation on race 
relations of the WCC's eight member—churches in the Union "proves abundantly that 
effective solutions can be reached only through the meeting of minds", of all racial 
groups. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft made his remarks in an interview approximately mid-way 
through the consultation (December 7 - 14). All sessions have ‘been closed to the 
press. 


He said the multi-racial consultation substantiated his earlier otscrvations 
that "the real challenge is to avoid frustration permeating the non-white groups in 
the Union resulting from lack of sufficient reasons for hope". 


| The implications of this situation, he added, are realized by participants in 
the consultation and "are being seriously grappled with by the church leaders of 
all confessions", 


Barlier the WCC delegation in a cable to WCC headquarters in Geneva reported 
that sessions were marked with "frank speaking and a growing spirit of unity". 
The report said that there was "a deep unity of spirit, a determination to seek the 
guidance of the word of God and a seeking to understand those who differ in their 


interpretation", 
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It added that delegates gave "strong expression to widely divergent views, but 
found points of agreement" in discussions on the first agenda topic dealing with "a 


factual understanding" of the basic factors involved in the race relations situation. 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, chairman of the WCC's Central Committee and 
leader of its seven-man delegation, in an opening speech said of the consultation: 
"This is not a tribunal before which any individual or church is asked to give an 


accounting, Nor does the presence of the seven-man delegation of the World Council © 


of “hurches imply the slightest attempt at spiritual coercion." 


"We come together as Christian brothers to face together one of the emergent 
issues of today — the question of race relations - and to do so in the light of the 
Gospel, Never will any church be forced to take a decision against its own con- 
victions or desires. Ours is a wnited search, We all stand under the mandate of 
common truth." 


He added: "The genius of the World Council and a consultation like this_is that 


all of us are expected to speak from deep conviction, based on an honest effort to 
understand the Gospel. ach of us must listen to the other attentively and in a 
Searching spirit and none must foreclose in advance the possibility of modifying 
his views. What we are doing here demonstrates the actuality of our faith today. 
It does not deal in a-stractions, but boldly grapples with a stubborn, living pro- 
blem of our generation." HPS, Geneva. 


Australian Anglicans Debate New Constitution 

(Sydney) - Four Anglican clergymen, all members of the standing committee of the 
Synod of Sydney, have opposed proposed legislation to give the Church of England in 
Australia a new constitution and autonomy. 


The signatories asserted that members of the present Church of England who 
declined to come into the proposed autonomous national church would be deprived of 
their churches and other religious property and would have no redress. 


Contending that members "generally have not been consulted by any referendum 
or similar procedure", the plan's opponents claimed that the constitution would 
have the effect of “altering the character of the Church at the request of powerful 
sections of the Church, namely the Synods", and “would give property of the Chureh 
of England to this new Church". 


Opposing the plan were the Rev. D. B. Knox, principal of Moore Pheological 
College; the Rev. D, W. Robinson, vioe-principal, and the Rev. J. R. L. Johnstone 
and the Rev. K, N. Shelley, both serving Sydney parishes. 


Archbishop Hugh R. Gough of Sydney, Anglican Primate of Australia was said to 
have viewed the clergymen's statements as being "based on mis—interpretations of 
certain clauses in the constitution bill". 


The protest letter reportedly represented a minority of about 50 members who 
were "extreme evangelicals" in the Synod, according to one observer. It was further 
reported that theopposing clergymen feared that the constitution would make it pos-— 
Sible for the Sydney Diocescto "shift from its traditional evangelical role and 
pecome ‘high church". 


Further concern was expressed that there would be some deviation of faith and 
doctrine if the Anglican Church hecame independent of the mother charch in England. 


The Synod of Adelaide was the only one of 25 synods throughout Australia and 
New Guinea to reject the proposal for autonomy. EPS, Geneva. 
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Russian Orthodox Leader Supports Unity Moves 

, (Damascus) ~ Bishop Nikodim, héad of the office of foreign church relations of the 
Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church, said here that his church favours 
"any movement or sesture aimed at bringing about rapprochement or union among the 
various Christian churches". 


However, he added, the Russian Church "does not consider that this aim can be 
achieved unless Pope John XXIII states in advance his agreement to deal with this 
matter on an equal footing with leaders of other Christian churches" , 


Bishop Nikodim, is one of 16 Russian church dignitaries accompanying Patriarch 
fAlexis, 83-year-old head of the Russian Orthodox Church, on a month long tour of 
the Near and Middle East. He said he was speaking on behalf of the Patriarch. 


Questioned by reporters about the Second Vatican (Ecumenical) Council called 
by Pope John XXIII, Bishop Nikodim said that no official invitation had been ex- 
tended to the Orthodox Churches and thus it “cannot deal with the subject very 
effectively". 


While in Damascus the Patriarch had talks with Patriarch Theodosios VII and 
other leaders of the Greek Orthodox Church of Antioch and All the Orient. 


It was announced last week in ai. that the Patriarch and his entourage will 
visit Athens December 25 ~ 27 and will be received by the Archbishop of Athens and 
All Greece, It will be the first official visit by a Russian Orthodox prinate to 
Athens in geveral centuries, EPS, Geneva. 


Small, Dynamic Christian Yitness Survives in Communist China 

(Berlin) - A former German missionary to China has returned from a visit to the 
Communist mainland with the report that "one has to search for churches and Christi- 
ans with a microscope" in most towns. 


However, Gerda Buega, who joined a tour to China organized in East Berlin, did 
discover that the church is still comparatively active in Shanghai, even though 
the number of parishes there has dropped from 200 to 20 since the Communists came 
into power. 


A Methodist minister informed her, she said, that all ministers in the city 
now meet regularly and that denominational differences no longer matter, Three 
services are held in his church each Sunday, and each is attended by some 300 per- 
sons. 


In other towns, Frau Buega reported, only one Sunday service is generally 
conducted and seldom more than 60 persons are in attendance. While there were 65 
churches in Peking in 1957, four congregations still meet regularly. 


Writing in the Berlin missionary newspaper, Der Ruf, Frau Buega noted that she 
returned to the mainland after several years! absence "with the sincere desire to 
understand the people of the new China, both Christian and non-Christian". While 
there, she resumed contact with various Christian groups, visited a bishop of past 
acquaintance, and talked with seyeral pastors. 


Frau Buega confirmed earlier reports that pastors generally work in factories, 
some full-time, However, she disclosed that several Christians she met had res- 
ponsible positions. In one province, Frau Buega siad, some 50 Christians in vari- 
Ous towns have been elected by the people as their representatives. But as 
“ollowers of Christ" they were tolerated as a minority group and had none of the 
Status enjoyed by Communist Party members. 


The wives of some ministers work as nurses while that of a bishop is employed 
an an envelope factory. 
Noting that personal contacts had made it clear that church representatives 


Were eager for an exchange of thought, Frau Buega concluded that "even my visit as 
‘biased missionary' was welcome". EPS, Geneva. 
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} Churches Challenged to Better Use of Television 


(Chicago) - The churches have been urged to combine their resources to present the 
Gospel through mass media "in so appealing or Challenging a form that it will begin 
to be a live issue to the millions of uncommitted people in our land". 


The challenge was made at the semi-annual meeting of the Church Federation of 
Greater Chicago's Radio and Television Department by Mrs. Cynthia Wdadel, a vice- 
president of the National Council of Churches and chairman of its Broadcasting and 
Film Commission, (USA). 


y Insisting that television is making a far greater impact on youngsters than 
religious educetion programmes, Mrs. Wedel remarked: "Faced with one of the mighti- 
est forces of our day, the churches so far seem to be playing with it, with little 
Sense of direction or purpose. 


"We resolutely close our eyes to the fact that the values, opinions andbeliefs 
of the American people, including church members, are to a very large extent being 
Shaped today by the mass media," 


| "If our ideas of what is religious were not so narrow, we would be helping 
children, youths and adults to discuss and judge popular programmes on the basis of 
theviews of human life they present, the values they uphold and the basic human 
questions they raise and answer," Mrs. Wedel added, EPS, Geneva. 


New Zealand Churches Study Merger Proposal 


(Auckland) - Congregations of four New Zealand Protestant denominations are study-— 
ing a draft statement of faith and a proposal for the union of their churches. 

The four bodies are the Presbyterian, Methodist and Congregational Churches and the 
Associated Churches of Christ. 


Plans call for individual parishes to report back to their respective denomina- 
tional assemblies before the end of 1961 and for a referendum on the basis of union 
some time in 1962. 


The main difficulty in the proposed union is expected to be the question of 
infant baptism, Three of the churches follow the practice, but the Associated 
Churches of Christ baptises only adults. The proposal under consideration states 
that each church should continue its present practice after union, and that a mini- 
ster who has conscientious scruples against baptising infants can invite another 
clergyman to perform the ceremony. HPS, Geneva. 


| Norwegian Bishops Oppose Nuclear Arms 

(Oslo) - The Council of Bishops of the national Lutheran Church of Norway has called 
for an end to nuclear armaments and the safeguarding of peace through adequate 
international controls. 


In a statement published in Oslo the bishops said that the existance of nuclear 
arms places too heavy a responsibility upon statesmen when confronted with the 
necessity of making far reaching decisions. 


“fhe Church," the bishops declared, “cannot propound any particular view in 
any given political situation. Here the conscience of each individual must be 
decisive. But the Church will go on protesting against war as a means of settling 
controversies among nations, She will continue to appeal for the cessation of 

nuclear rearmament and for the safeguarding of peace through adequate international 
control," EPS, Geneva. 
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Government Official Defends Seizure of Paton's Passport 


(Cape Town) - South Africa' Minister for External Affairs has expressed his approval 
of the seizure of the passport of Alan Paton, prize-winning author of "Cry, the 
Beloved Country’, upon his return from abroad. 


The official contended that Paton had attacked South Africa in remarks made 
abroad, and thereby in effect had aided its enemies. Expressing surprise that 
Paton had been granted permission to go to the United States, the minister noted 
that a passport is a privilege, not a right, 


His remarks were made in an interview following a broadcast in which a com- 
mentator of the South African Broadcasting Company charged that Paton was "not a true 
patriot" because he allegedly was unreasonable in his criticism of the government 
while overseas. 


Since the broadcast purports to be non-partisan, many condemned it because it 
appeared to favour the incumbent Government over the multi-racial Liberal Party of 
which Paton is president. However, the broadcasting company refused the well-known 
author time to reply to his critics. 


Rejecting the view that he was "not a true patriot and wanted to see South 
Africa brought to her knees", Paton commented to reportors: 


"On the contrary, I want to see South Africa rise from her knees, and in my 
opinion that can only be done by getting rid of the Nationalist Government. I cers 
tainly expressed the opinion while overseas that only external pressure would change 
the opinions of the white electorate, and I still believe that to be the case... 

The alternative to change is violence and conflict." 


Paton's passport was seized at Johannesburg's Jan Smuts Airport on his arrival 
from London after an extensive trip to the United States and England. While in the 
United States, he was presented with the annual Freedom Award on behalf of his work 
for better race relations. 


An outspoken critic of his government's apartheid policy, Paton viewed the 
passport seizure as "the penalty for speaking and writing the truth". 
BPS, Geneva. 


Germans Reject State “unds for Missions Programme 


(Munich) —~ Gorman Protestants have decided against accepting state funds for their 
"Brot fir die Welt" campaign to relieve hunger and disease in distressed areas 
throughout the world. 


Dr. Heinrich Riedel, president of the Evangelical Church's Social Council, told 
the press that the German Protestant Missionary Council feared that suspicion might 
easily arise that the work of the churches was a mere facade for “a new form of 
colonialism based on money", if the missions and church organizations collaborated 
with the state in assisting under-developed nations. 


The German church leader was making reference to discussions in West German 
Covernment circles relative to the possibility of distributing part of the state 
funds for distressed areas through missionary societies. 


The question was also discussed by the German Committee of the Lutheran World 
Federation at its meeting in Hanover on December 9. 


Considering it contrary to the nature of missions to interfere in areas outside 
their own sphere, the IWF committee agreed that missions could not undertake assist— 
ance in edueation and training in state-supported programmes. 


However, the committee observed that the question of church participation in 
influencing opinion about the human and moral aspects of aid to under=-develicped 
countries had not yet been settled, 
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The committee contended that it is the urgent task of the churches to stress 
the human factor in face of an over-emphasis upon the economic and political aspeots 
of aid to under-developed areas. It further called upon the churches to arouse 
concern of technicians, businessmen and teachers to undertake work in such areas for 
the sake of humanity. 


The committee discussed the question of financial Support to younger churches 
to assist them in their work amid rapid social Changes taking place in their countries, 
particularly in Africa and Asia, BPS, Geneva. 


Bishop Reeves Suggests Probationary Period for South Africa 


(London) - A two-year probationary period during which South Africa must change its 
racial policies if it wishes to remain within the British Commonwealth, has been 
Suggested by the Rt. Rev. Ambrose Recves, Bishop of Johannesburg, in a sermon at St. 
Paul's Cathedral, London. 


Bishop Reeves, who was recently deported from South Africa, said the two-year 
period should be provided to give South Africa a chance "to show its good faith in 
this matter", and that "if South Africa refuses to accept this, then the responsibil- 
ity for leaving the Commonwealth will lie with her government" , 


He added that it would be "easy" to conclude that the situation in South Africa 
is so terrible that the nation could no longer be tolerated in the Commonwealth. 


The Anglican prelate said there was a double duty laid upon church people within 
the Commonwealth to see that the Commonwealth made plain its own attitude towards 
alllracial discrimination and also to encourage efforts to hold the Commonwealth 
together, 


Earlier the Bishop said it would be a grave mistake to assume that throughout 
Africa the African people ought to replace colonial rule with a reproduction of the 
British form of government, It might be that in some territories, he suggested, 
the next stage after colonial rule would have to be "some form of benevolent auto= 
cracy". BPS, Geneva, 


Anglican and Roman Catholic Bishops Discuss "Meeting in Rome" 


6London) - Implications of the visit of the Archbishop of Canterbury to Pope John 
XXIII were discussed by the Anglican Archbishop of York and the Roman Catholic 
Archbishop of Liverpool last week in a radio interview presented by the British 
Broadcasting Corporation. 


Although both prelates welcomed the meeting their comments were marked by 
caution and careful courtesy. 


Asked what they believed would be the meeting's contribution to unity, Roman 
Catholic Archbishop, Dr. John C. Heenan said: “It depends under God, upon you, 
upon your own attitude, upon abolishing narrowness, bigotry and intolerance", 


The Anglican prelate, the Most Rev. A, M. Ramsey declared: "In future never 
speak about religious differences except in a spirit of love and charity." He 
urged that by "receiving Christ's gift and using it", listeners would be helping 
Ieity in truth". 

Archbishop Ramsey said that the meeting had "given tremendous public expression 
to something which has already long been warming up in the hearts of Christian people 
everywhere". 

Dr. Heenan saw it as leading the way to practical co-operation in fields where 
Christians could agree. He added later that at this time in history “when for the 
first time you have whole nations united in hatred of God", this is the moment "to 
join together to resist those who would destroy religion". EPS, Geneva. 
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Muslim Paper Publishes Christian Testimonial 


(Lagos, Nigeria) - The confession of faith of Kastern Nigeria's first African 
governor has been published in the country's largest newspaper by its Muslim editor. 
(See EPS, No.45) 


The Times printed the testimony of Sir Francis A. Ibiam in connection with his 
installation to the top government post. His appointment was viewed in Nigerian 
church circles as evidence of religious freedom in the nation. 


Sir Francis' confession stated that he accepted as "the absolute truth that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of the Living God, and that for my sake He died", 


"Jesus Christ never fails in His promises," the new governor continued. "The 
Lord has made it possible for me to discharge many and heavy responsibilities which 
fall to the lot of people in my station in life," EPS, Geneva. 


In Brief 


An atheist film club has been started in Szeged in the south of Hungary as a new 

form of anti-religious propaganda. Housed in the same building as the Communist 
Youth Party, the club precedes the film presentations by lectures on such anti- 
religious topics as "The Origin of Superstition" and "The Trail of Witches in Szcgedts 


Re OF 


The Catholic press has reported the establishment of a new Cistercian monastery in 
Kerala to be used as a mission and prayer centre for re-uniting the Mar Thoma 
Christians with the Roman communion. During the last 30 years, the reports say, 
100,000 Christians in Kerala have "returned" to the Roman Church as a result of 
active missionary endeavours. 


1 ON ea 


The special Synod of the Reformed Church of Alsace and Lorraine, which met recently 
in Strasbourg, has taken a step toward "organic unity" with the French Reformed 
Church. The Synod voted to adapt its programmes to those of the other body, and 
will send a larger delegation of pastors and laymen to the FRC synods, Voting rights 
will be sought and motions carried by the French Reformed Church would apply within 
the Reformed Church of Alsace and Lorraine. 


Use hake 


Pastor Tulio Vinay, founder and leader of Agape, world-famous ecumenical youth centre 
in northern Italy, is resigning from the centre staff to investigate plans for start- 
ing a second centre at Riesi, in Sicily. Before beginning work on the proposed 
second centre he will visit the United States for two months on tho invitation of 

the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, which has supported Agape since its 
foundation. Pastor Vinay will be succeeded as director of Agape by Pastor Giorgio 
Girardet, formerly pastor of a Waldensian church in Trieste, who has been working 


at Agape, since mid-summer, 
x * 


For the first time an African has been elected head of the 115,000 member Evangelical 
Lutheran Ovambokavango Church of South-West Africa. He is the Rev. Leonard Aualao, 
53-year old supervisor of parishes and for the past two years the church's vice- 
moderator. He succeeds a Finnish missionary, the Rev. Alpo Hukka. The church, 
started 90 years ago by Firmish missionaries, was constituted as an autonomous church 
in 1956. paris 


A special press office will be created at the Vatican to keep the public informed 

of preparations for the forthcoming Second Vatican (Ecumenical) Council. A Vatican 
announcement said one of the main tasks of the office would be to prevent the spread- 
ing of false information about the preparations. ’ 
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Special Report 
Views on Us Merger Proposal 


(San Francisco) — A proposal to merge four major American Protestant denominations 
into 4 sommunion of close to 20,000,000 members has been greeted by many church 
leaders as one of the most Lideedibend developments in modem hah asais ate Ne 

(See EPS No. 46) 


The proposal was made last week by Dr, Eugene shes Ae stated clerk of the 


United Presbyterian Church, in a sermon held in connection with the triennial general 
assembly of the National Council of Churches, The six-day assembly was marked by 


repeated pleas for unity by leaders of member denominations. 


Under the Blake proposal, a united communion of 18,225,000 members would be 
formed out of the merger of the Methodist Church with 10,000,000 members, the. Pro- 
testant Episcopal and the Unitod Presbyterian with 3,000,%00 ‘each, and the United 


‘Church of Christ with 2,225,000 communicants. 


Some leaders of both the Methodist: Church and the United Church of Christ 


joined. Episcopal Bishop James A. Pike of California, in reacting favourably to the 


proposal. 


-Methodist Bishop John Wesley Lord of the Neer Bee D. C. Area; viewed Dr. 
Blake's recommendation "for a united and simplified Church of Christ" as one of. hist- 
Orie Sienificance, "Tf carried out this proposal would release millions of dollars 
annually for humanitarian and world service agencios," he remarked. 


Viewing Dr, Blake's reasons as "compelling and firm", the Methodist prelate 
commented that denominations can be "complacent, parochial and proud," and "too 
little cre for the values, traditions and achievements of groups other than . 
their own" He said the merger plan “conserves and strengthens all that is worthy 
in the Peicedod and catholic traditions and eliminates the extraneous and faa 8 
elements that have crept in during our years of living apart". 


Bishop Lord said further that the proposal "shatters our ecclesiastical pré- 
tenses and demonstrates our inherent strengths" 


Noting that Dr. Blake found justification for his proposal in the merger of 
younger communions in South and North India, Pakistan and Ceylon, the Methodist 
leader candidly remarked: “The church in its parent body now looks to the example 
set by its children," 


Meanwhile, Dr. Fred Hoskins and Dr. James HE. Wagner, co-presidents of the 
United Church of Christ, promised that if such a joint invitation for discussions 
of merger were issued "it would be given most thoughtful consideration by tha 
General Synod of the United Church of Christ". 


In a joint statement, the United Church officials cautioned that such a pro- 
posal could not become a reality overnight. While giving assurance that their 
denomination seeks to be "not only a united but a uniting church", they pointed 
out that at least four years would be required before all four national denomina+ 
tional bodies involved will have been able to take the basic authorizing actions. 


They expressed regret that the proposal was directed to four denominations, 
since the United Church is currently involved in preliminary talks aimed at She 
eventual merger with the Disciples of Chfist. They suggested that the plan be en- 


larged to include the Disciples before it is “implemented further" 


However, the Hoskins-Wagner statement noted that US churches are indebted to 
Bishop Pike and Dr. Blake "for launching these proposals which by their very bold- 


ness warrant the grateful consideration of all". 


"i ‘ 
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A somewhat cooler reaction to the plan was voiced res Charles P, Taft, prominent | 
Episcopal layman, who objected that it failed to "leave room for the nie of- ay 
the Protestant churches’. He expressed concern that the proposal may be opposed by” 
the laity, and questioned whether "structural or organic union is the proper solu- — 
tion, 


Eee era Merk Taft's position of “wnity in aveeeae Methodist Bishop. Gerald 
Kennedy of Los Angeles noted that "there are a large number of churchmen who are 
committed to closer co-operation but are not at all enthusiastic about organic union | 
that would make a Protestant church top heavy with administration and machinery. 4 


Presiding. Bishop Arthur ‘Lichtenberger of the Episcopal Church called for careful 
study of. the proposal. Noting that for more than 12 years the Episcopal and Method=~ 
ist communions have been engaged in discussions relative to merger, Bishop Lichten- 
berger said Dr. Blake's plan "provides the Pa ae of enlarging these conversa- 
tions to include churches of other traditions" 


"One of the most important features of the biter is that it would not only’ 
provide for full intercommunion between the churches... but would unite them organi+= — 
cally," he noted. "This union would not mean a monolithic and authoritarian struce @ 
ture but a structure in which both catholic and reformed traditions would be united." 


The newly-elected NCC president, J, Irwin Miller, an Indiana industrialist, 
informed the press that "there now exists a climate in nearly all.denominations that ~ 
permits executives and leaders of the, churches to express themselves in terms of 
merger and unity". ; ru 


Urging Christians not to think of unity in ‘Lad gute ue Heat , Bishop 
Lesslie Newbigin, London, general secretary of the International Missionary Council, © 
insisted that unless the Church goes “back to our Lord Himself we can withdraw into7 
our own box and produce such a hum of ecclesiastical machinery’ that nothing else 
can be heard. . 


(Comment on the Blake proposal was also forthcoming from a noted Roman Catholic 
source. The Rev. Edward Duff, S.J., editor of Social Order magazine and author of 
"Social Thought of the World Council of Churches", predicted that such a proposal 
would eventually bé adopted by American Protestantism. 


Father Duff noted that the ecumenical movement, and Catholic hopes as well, are 
furthered because churchmen realize that "division represents a scandal ~ and even 
a sin - since Christ said that He wanted unity... that He established one Church". 


No longer is the Catholic attitude toward the ecumenical movement one of 7 
"aloofness", Father Duff said. He attributed this fact to the "threat of Communist — ( 
imperialism’ and the "warm, charitable personality of Pope John XXIII" . 


While seeing little hope for formal Catholic—Protestant unity in the foreseeable: 
future, Father Duff said the Secretariat for Christian Unity. of the forthcoming | 
Second Vatican (Eoeumenical) Council will interpret results of the Rome gathering to 
the World Council of Churches. He predicted that the Paes Nec would become perma 
nent after the Vatican sessions end.) 


In other actions the NCC assembly: - 1) elected Mr, Miller as its first lay. 
president in its 10-year history, succeeding Dr. Edwin T, Dahlberg, a Baptist ministe: 
from St. Louis, Mo; 2) unanimously resolved that aes tiene should vigorously 
support efforts to strengthen ‘the United Nations even though the United States may 
soon find itself outvoted in the international organization; 3) adopted a pro- 
nouncement calling for modification of Fedéral-State aid to dependent children to 
include illegitimate children, It also asked for elimination of the present re- 
quirement that fathers be absent from the home before mothers and children are elie 
ible for aid. — | ) see | BPS, Geneva. 
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South Africa Consultation Statement Takes Firm Race-Relations Stand 


(Geneva) ~ A firm stand on race-relations in South Africa has been taken in a state- 
ment issued in Johannesburg following a week-long consultation on the race situation 
convened by the World Council of Churches. 


While admitting to widely divergent views, the South African church leaders 
recognized all racial groups who permanently live in the Union as “indigenous" with 
“equal rights to make their contributions" and “share in the ensuing responsibilities, 
rewards, and privileges". 


Of the eight member churches represented at the consultation only the Hervormde 
Kerk (the smallest of the three Dutch Reformed churches participating), rejected the 
principles set forth in the statement. Every article in the document had to have 
the support of at least 80 per cent of the delegates before it was included. 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, Lutheran, the consultation chairman, and Dr. 
W. A. Visser 't Hooft, WCC general secretary, returned to Geneva with the report that 
good relations have been re-established between the various church bodies as a result 
of the consultation. 


Both World Council officials expressed the hope in a press conference that 
South African church leaders would take a common stand in supporting the consultation's 
findings when official action is taken upon them at various denominational and syod- 
ical meetings. 


Stressing the importance of reading the document from a South ifrican viewpoint, 
Dr. Visser 't Hooft noted that the findings made page one news in major newspapers 
throughout the Union. One editorial hailed the outcome of the sessions as "a church 
triumph". When a reporter candidly described the findings as “ideological dynamite", 
Dr. Visser 't Hooft declared: “What is important is not whether this is dynamite or 


sweet music, but whether this is true in the light of the Word of God". 
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The 2,500 word statement defends the right of non-whites to own land, to parti- 
cipate directly in government, to worship in any church, and affirmed that there are 
"no scriptural grounds for the prohibition of mixed marriages", although "due con- 
sideration should be given to certain factors which may make such marriages in- 
advisable". 


Attributing the present tension to a long historical development for which all 
groups hear responsibility, the statement noted that it has been "radically affected 
by the decline of the power of the West and by the desire for self-determination 
among the peoples of the African continent". 


The document insisted that the right to own land and to participate in govern- 
ment “is part of the dignity of the adult man" and denial of this right cannot he 
justified. It further agreed in principle to direct representation of coloured 
people in parliament. 


Noting the disintegrating effects on African life which are caused by the mig- 
ratory labour system, the statement contended that no stable society is possible un- 
less the cardinal importance of family life is recognised. The consultation there- 
fore called upon the government to appoint a representative commission to study the 
problem. 


Concerted action was urged to correct the "grave situation" arising from the 
fact that wages received by the vast majority of non-whites forces them to live 
below minimum standards. The statement also maintained that there should be greater 
security of tenure in homes for non-whites and residential areas should be planned 
with an eye to the economic and cultural levels of the inhabitants. 


The document declared that no person should be punished except after a fair 
trial before open courts for previously defined offenses, Any departure from this 
fundamental principle should be confined to the narrowest limits and only resorted 
to in the most exceptional circumstances, it said. 


Branded as "unacceptable" in the statement was any legislation which would 
limit the right and duty of the Church to proclaim the Gospel to whomever it will, 
in whatever the circumstances and wherever possible, consistent with the general 
principles governing the right of public meetings in democratic countries. No 
one who believes in Jesus Christ may be excluded from any church on the basis of 
his colour, or race, it declared. 


The need for more consultation and better communication between racial groups 
and between the government and leaders accepted by non-white groups was also set 
fort, The consultation recommended a regular exchange of official publications 
between the churches and that they provide one another with full information of their 
procedures in any discussions with government officials. It said such discussions, 
when possible, should be conducted multi-laterally and by multi-racial delegations. 


A section on relationships of the churches asks that "whenever an occasion 
arises that a church feels bound to criticize another church or church leader, it 
should take the initiative in seeking prior consultation before making any public 
statement". In doing this, the consultation said, “we believe that reconciliation 
will be more readily effected, and that Christianity will not be brought into dis- 
repute before the world". 


The statement was adopted at the conclusion of the week-long multi-racial con- 
sultation. It was attended by 80 representatives, 10 each from the WCC's eight 
member churches in the Union, and a Sseven-man World Council delegation. 


The document made it clear that "in the nature of the case the agreements here 
recorded do not — and we do not pretend that they do - pic ch ah in full the con- 
victions of member churches" 


However, only the bial obaesaetate Hervormde Kerk rejected the statement outright. 
Opposing "integration in any form as a solution to the problem", representatives of 
this body insisted that "the agreement that has been reached contains such far- 


_ reaching declarations that we cannot subscribe to it... (nor) identify ourselves with 
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Representatives of the Dutch Reformed churches of the Cape Province md the 
Transvaal supported the consultation, but drafted a supplementary statement which 
maintained that "a policy of differentiation can be defended from the Christian point 
of view, and ,.. provides the only realistic solution to the problems of race rela-— 
tions and is therefore in the best interest of the various population groups". 


Both Dr. Fry and Dr. Visser 't Hooft were deeply impressed by the sessions. 
Noting the fact that the multi-racial delegation lived, worked and ate together, 
Dr. Visser 't Hooft told the press that "we have come back very happy. We had a 


consensus on the important points and a consensus of very far-reaching importance," 


"We feel that we came to South Africa at the right moment," the WCC general 
secretary remarked. "All the factors led to certain points of crystallization. 
We believe the consultation helped this." 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft praised the openness, frankness and courage, as well as the 
spirit, with which the delegations dealt with one another. 


The World Council's function in the consultation, he said, was to play "a 
Socratic role" -— trying to ask the relevant questions. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft reported that there was unanimous agreement to have a con- 
tinuing body, which will be known as the South Africa Conference of the World Council 
of Churches Member Churches; its function will be to serve as an organ of study, 
consultation and co-operation among the churches of the Union affiliated with the. WCC. 


Bach member church has appointed representatives to a planning committee, which 
will meet early next year to prepare a plan for the conference to be submitted to the 
various denominational and synodical meetings. EPS, Geneva. 


Press Comments on South African Consultation 


(Johannesburg) - Two leading Johannesburg newspapers have given editorial praise for 
the statement issued at the conclusion of the WCC's week-long consultation on South 
Africa's racial situation. (See above) 


The Johannesburg Star commented editorially that the consultation sounded "the 
authentic voice of the Christian conscience", and obseryed that the position of the 
Cape and Transvaal churches represents "a fundamental shift away from the rigid 
apartheid doctrine and it provides yet another indication of the re-thinking that is 
in progress among responsible ‘nationally minded' South Africans". 


The Johannesburg Daily Mail, viewed the consultation as "A Church Triumph", and 
commended delegates for grappling "with some of the most controversial problems in 
South African life, (and facing) them without flinching..." Noting that the 
"measure of agreement... must strike everyone as both courageous and remarkable", 
the editorial added: 


"Tt would be hard at this point to estimate the influence the decisions of this 
conference may have on Church life in South Africa. But it does not seem unreason- 
able to suggest that the agreement reached could become a turning point in the role 
which the Church plays in South African life... 


"The World Council of Churches deserves the warmest congratulations for having 
organized this conference and brought it to so significant and exciting a conclusion." 


Alan Paton, well-known author of "Cry, the Beloved Country", has praised the 
churches of the Cape and Transvaal for helping to frame resolutions in the WCC stats- 


+ ment bound to be unfavourably received by many constituents. 
i 
§ they clearly concluded that history may explain but cannot justify the present in- 


Mr. Paton, an Anglican lay delegate to the consultation, noted that the sessions 
"moved very gingerly through the minefield of South African history, but in the end 


justice. 
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"The real question was how to build a country in which all could live in peace," 
he added. 


The Rev. Beyers Naudé, one of the Reformed representatives from the Transvaal, 
commented on the consultation in an article published in the December 18 issue of 
Dagbreek, large, South African Sunday newspaper. 


Noting that the findings were the result of thorough study and the consensus of 
at least 80 per cent of the delegates, he stated that the statement will be submitted 
to the synods of the Dutch Reformed churches of the Cape and Transvaal. 


Pastor Naudé observed that it may prove providential that the consultation was 
‘conducted just before the synodical meetings of the Dutch Reformed churches. 


The statement represents a challenge to the churches in South Africa, he said, 
since it poses the question of whether they will accept the scriptural principles 
formulated by the consultation. He insisted that it is not enough to speak of trad- 
itional conceptions because the only criterion can be whether the affirmations made 
are in harmony with the Word of God. 


The results of the consultation will obligate each church member to once more 
ask what the Word of God means in the present situation in South Africa, he con- 
tinued. 


While he pointed to the "new climate" of understanding created by the discussions, 
he warned that there is a danger of future division among the churches of South 
Africa. He therefore called upon church leaders to avoid actions which cause dis- 
sention and to avoid creating the impression that they seek to gain advantages for 
their own church at theexpense of other churches. 


"I believe personally,” Pastor Naudé concluded, “that God is at work bringing | 
into being good things out of the tensions and confusion of our time and that we as 
faithful men must go forward with confidence in Him." EPS, Geneva. 


Venezuelians Foster Religious Liberty 


(Caracas) - The Venezuelian Newspaper Association in Valera, Trujillo has editorially 
attacked a pricst for opposing the country's liberal policies and democratic in- 
stitutions. The association submitted a statement to the Ministry of Interior 
Relations in which it accused him of abusing his relisious office. 


The editorial was interpreted by some Protestants as indicative of improved 
Protestant-Catholic relations. 


| They pointed to the fact that the National Front for Liberty of Worship and 
Conscience has asked justice from the prefect of the Maracaibo District in the case 
of a priest who recently interrupted a youth service of "Iglesia Evangelica del 
Salvador". 


Also when four worshippers were recently injured by a shower of stones in the 
Barrio Ruiz Pineda suburb of San Cristobal, newspapers condemned the instigators. 
Oscar Garcia, writing in Extra of San Cristobal, called the incident "anti-legal", 
and attributed the attack to "fanatics of another ideology who cannot comprehend a 
path for anyone different than their own". EPS, Geneva. 


Cardinal Bea Commends Archbishop of Canterbury 


(Rome) - Cardinal Augustin Bea, head of the Vatican Secretariat for Christian unity, 

has viewed the recent meeting of the Archbishop of Canterbury and Pope John XXIII 
as "extremely important" because it symbolizes a “new atmosphere between Anglicanism 

and by public opinion, and that it took place in an atmosphere of growing interest. 


"These are things which were inconceivable a few decades ago and which are 
proof of a considerable change in atmosphere," he continued. "We venture to believe 
that the atmosphere will be still more improved by the visit. That is the essential 
Hpoint." 
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The Cardinal earlicr recalled the theological principles which should regulate 
contact between Catholics and members of other Christian confessions. He enumerated 
these as the duty to protect the integrity of dogma, to show charity toward non- 
Catholic Christians, to avoid an equivocal attitude, and to maintain a judicious 
reserve. EPS, Geneva. 


Service Will Honour Dr. Uphaus 


(New York) - Dr. Willard Uphaus, Christian pacifist leader, who was rcleased 
December 12 after serving a year in jail for refusing to name guests at his World 
Fellowship Conference Centre, will be honoured at an intcr-faith service and recep-— 
tion in New York on January 16. (See EPS No. 


Sponsor of the event will be the World Fellowship of Faiths of which Dr. Uphaus 
is director. 


The service will bring together a number of the religious leaders in the United 
States who contested the imprisonment of the {O-year old former Mothodist lay preach- 
er as a violation of the guarantee of the free exercise of religion as set forth in 
the First Ammendment to the US Constitution. Dr. Uphaus was jailed on a contempt 
conviction after he refused on grounds of conscience to surrender the names. 


Participants in the service will include Methodist Bishop John Wesley Lord, of 
Washington, D.C., Rabbi Robert Goldberg, of New Haven, Conn., and the Rev. Loyd 
Worley, president of the Methodist Federation for Social Action, EPS, Geneva. 


Catholic=Protestant Meeting in Colombia 


(Bogota) - Some 9,000 persons attended lectures given at Gali by Catholic priests 
and Protestant ministers at the first public meeting held in the nation's history 
to encourage understanding between Christians, according to a report from KIPA, 
international Catholic press agency in Fribourg, Switzerland. 


After the public meeting, KIPA reported, the priests and pastors met for a 
"round table conference" to discuss the problems which are obstacles to this under- 
standing. Further meetings are planned. BPS, Geneva. 


Churches Send Aid to Congo 


(Geneva) - Member churches of the World Council of Churches have contributed or 
pledged funds in cxcess of US $ 451,723 worth of food and medicines for aid to the 
C ongo,. 


The contributions are the first response to an ap'.eal for one million dollars 
($ 1,000,000) issued by the intcrmational organization to underwrite a broad pro- 
gramme of assistance ranging from immediate material rclief to the establishment of 
secondary school training. 


The funds and goods are being distributed through the Congo Protestant Relief 
Agency (CPRA), an agency of the Congo churches and nissionary bodies. 


The WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees issued the 
million dollar appeal following an on-the-spot investigation of needs in the troubled 
new nation by the Rev. Hermann Witschi of the Evangelical Missionary Society, Basel, 
Switzerland, and the Rev. Heinrich Hellstern, director of Swiss HEKS, inter-church 
aid agency of the Swiss churches. The two made their survey in consultation with 
the CPRA. 


Of the total sought, § 500,000 will go to underwrite a medical and material 
aid programme and the remaining $ 500,000 wil go to establish a secondary school in 
Leopoldville and Matadi. 


Plans for the medical programme which is called "Operation Doctor", call for 
the recruitment of one hundred doctors for service in government and mission hos- 


_Pitals. The basic programme is expected to cost $ 300,000 with an additional 
$150,000 for drugs and $150,000 for food. 
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The decision to allocatc the second $ 500,000 to the secondary school was made 
after the two-man investigation team reported that education for leadership is a 
primary need in the Congo. The funds for this will be spent over a period of six 
years to recruit and pay teachers, to purchase equipment and for scholarships for 
needy students. Local Protestant churches will seek to provide the facilities for 
the school, teachers and boarding pupils. 


Reports from Protestant relief officials in the Congo indicate the shortage 
of medical personnel is acute. In the entire country there are estimated to be only 
about 225 doctors, of whom about 100 are Belgians who arc in private practice. in 
the province of Kasai, generally agreed to have tho greatest medical needs, there 
are only three doctors and at least six hospitals arc reported "unmanned". In 
the state of South Kasai there are four doctors and four hospitals are staffed only 
by medical assistants and nurses. Similar situations exist in other parts of the 
COmaTry. 


Rolief officers also report the food situation is also extremely serious. In 
one section, Tsha Tsha Tsha, it is estimated more than 350 per cent of the children 
will die of hunger within the next six months unless more adequate supplies of food 
and medicine arc made available. 


Supplies distributed through the Congo Protestant R lief Agency are going into 
this area and several others of the most seriously affected, including Miabe where 
between 800 and 1000 children are given a cup of milk twice daily and a vitamin 
ce ag The food is being distributed on two Mercedes six-ton trucks provided the 
agency by the Congo Ministry of Health. 


Contributions to the World Council's appeal to underwrite this work have come 
from Australia, ($560) ; New Zcaland, ($1,395); the British Council of Churches, 
($14,000); Canada, ($10,000); Church World Service (USA), ($18,000); and Sweden, 
($6,000). In addition the German churches also sent tents for from three to four 
thousand people and Church World Service in the United States has sent 209,700 
pounds of food valued at $4,723 and $447,000-worth of medicines, most of which were 
contributed by US pharmaceutical companies. The World Council had carlier sent 
$30,000 in cash for immediate emergency needs. EPS, Geneva. 


Leaders of Younger Churches Visit WCC Headquarters 


(Geneva) - Leaders of three newly—independent evangelical churches in Africa and 
the Pacific met with Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, at WCC headquarters here December 19 - 20. 


They were Pastor Ralambomahay, president of the Evangelical Church of Mada- 
gascar; Pastor J. Kotto, general secretary of the Evangelical Church of the Camer- 
oon, and Pastor E, Tiljine, general secretary of the Evangelical Church of New 
Caledonia and the Loyalty Islands in the Pacific. 


The new churches grew out of the endeavours of the Paris Missionary Society. 
The churches of the Cameroon and Madagascar have already become mombers of the WCC. 


Speaking on behalf of the visitors, Pastor Kotto expressed the hope that youn- 
ger churches would be able to collaborate freely with others inthe council without 
suffering from any discrimination. He said the visitors were thankful that the 
WCC had kept open its doors for churches of all confessions and ages. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft stressed the value of the growth of younger church member- 
ship in the World Council, especially in Africa, during the last five years. 
BPS, Geneva. 
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in Brief 


A group in Germany, led by Pastor Max Lackmann of Soest, has formed an "association 
for reunion between Protestants and Catholics". The group, which has separated from 
the "Union" movement started by Provost Dr. Asmussen, aims at the "co-operative 
reunion of Protestant congregations with the Roman Catholic Church, 


a 


Some 5,000 Christians in Israel have received permission to cross the frontier of 
JOrdan to Jerusalom at Christmas. Each pilgrim will be permitted to remain in 
Jerusalem or Bcthlchem for three days. The number is several hundred higher than in 
previous years. 


ae * 


An appeal to all Christians in Algeria to establish visible tokens of peace and re- 
conciliation has been issued by Pastor Marc Boegner, for many years president of the 
French Protestant Federation, and head of the “CIMADE" relief organization. Thank- 
ing church groups at home and abroad for supporting "CIMADE" projects in distressed 
areas of North Africa, Pastor Boegner stressed that such relief programmes will have 
to be continued and extended during 1961. 


* * 


A grant of $10,000 by the Presbyterian Church in the Us (Southern) will permit the 
opening of a fourth link in Korea's Christian Broadcasting System. A new station 
equipped with a transmitter of 1,000 watts will be ostablished in Kwangju with the 
gift. Headquarters station of the system is located in Seoul with relay units in 
Pusan and Taegu. The network is sponsored by the National Christian Council of 
Korea. ae: 


His Holiness Kyrillos VI, Patriarch of the Coptic Orthodox Church, has accepted an 
invitation to visit Moscow in 1961 as the guest of Patriarch Alexei, supreme head 
of the Russian Orthodox Church. The invitation was extended during the Russian 
Orthodox leader's visit to Cairo made on a month's tour of the Near and Middle East. 
(See EPS No. 47) Lee's 


Austria's Roman C tholic hierarchy has established a fund for Greek Orthodox theolo- 
gians in Vienna who plan advanced study of Roman C.tholic theology. An announcement 
said the fund is designed to make possible objective discussion between theologians 
of the two faiths. Six Orthodox theologians from Greece and Yugoslavia are studying 
in the Austrian capital. bee 
A US Protestant expert on inter-church relations has been assigned by Religious News 
Service to prepare a series of articles on the Roman Catholic Second Vatican 
(Ecumenical) Council, The inter-faith sponscred news agency named the Rev, Claud 

De Nelson, consultant on inter-religious relations to the National Conferenee of 
Christians and Jews and former director of the Department of Religious Liberty of the 
National Council of Churches (USA). RNS is a publication of this Conferenee. 


* * 
A Roman Catholic institute for training future African political, social and economic 
leaders will be established in Rome in the near future. 

* # 
Six churches and their parsonages in Puerto Rico of the United Lutheran Church in 


America will be turned over to Puerto Rican congregations. Three of the churches 
are located in Rio Piedras and the others in San Juan, Santurce and Baymon. 


* * 
The next issue of EPS will appear on January 6, 1961. 
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DOCUMENT I 


| | a 15th December, 1960. 


(The following is the text of a statement released at the eonclusion of the World 
Council of Churches-convened consultation on race relations of its eight merber 
churches in the Union of South Africa, Johannesburg, December 7 - 14.) 


~ 


PREAMBLE: We have met as delegates from the member churches in South Africa 

of the World Council of Churches, together with representatives of the WCC itself, 

to seek together under the. Holy Spirit to understand the complex problems of human 
relationships in this country and to discuss with one another our common task and 
responsibility in the light of the Word of God. Our worship, Bible study, dis- 
cussion and personal contacts have led us to a heightened appreciation of one 
another's convictions and actions. Our next task will be to report to our several 
churches, realising that the ultimate significance of our meeting will consist’in th 


-..witness and decisions. of the churches themselves -in. Penaeadence of these consulta- 


tions. 


The general theme of our seven days together has been "The Christian attitude 
toward race relations". We are united in rejecting all unjust discrimination. 
Nevertheless widely divergent convictions have been expressed on the basic issues 
of apartheid, They range on the one hand from the judgment that it is unaccept- 
able sn principle, contrary to the Christian calling, and unworkable in practise, 
to the conviction, on the other hand, that a policy of differentiation cam ke defen- 
ded from the Christian point. of view, that it. provides the only realistic solution 
to the problems of race relations, and is therefore in the best interests of the 
various population groups., 


Although proceeding from these divergent views, we are nevertheless#able to 
make the following affirmations concerning human need and justice, as they affect 
the relations among the races of this country. In the nature of the case the 
agreements here recorded do not = and we do not pretend that they do - represent 
in full the convictions of the méither churches. 


The Church of Jesus Christ, hy its nature and calling, is deeply concerned with 
the welfare of all people, both as individuals and as. members of social groups. 
It is called to minister to human need in whatever circumstances and forms it ap- 
pears, and to insist that all be done with justice. In its social witness the 
Church must take. cognisance of all attitudes, forces, policies and laws which 


affect the life of a people; but the Church must proclaim that the final criterion 


of all social and political action is the principle of scripture regarding the 
realizattion for all men.of a life worthy of their God-given voeation. 


We make bold therefore to address this appeal to our churches and to all 
Christians, calling on them to consider every point where they may unite their 
ministry on behalf of human beings in the spirit of equity. 


Section iL 


Oe re teace 


1) le recognise that all racial groups ‘who permanently “dnhabit our country ’ 
are part of our total population, and we regard them as indigenous, Members of all 
these groups have an equal right to make their contribution towards the enrichment 


of the life of their country, and to share in the ensuing responsibilities, rewards 


and priveleges. 
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2). The present tension in South Africa is the result of a long historical 
development and all groups bear responsibility for it. This must also be seen in 
relation to events in other parts of the world. The South-African scene is 
radically affected by the decline of the power of the West and by the desire for 
self-determination among the people of the African continent. 


3) ‘The church has a duty to bear witness to the hope which is in Christ both 
to white South Africans in their uncertainty and to non-white South Africans in 
their frustration. 


4) In a period of rapid social change the church has a special responsibility 
for. fearless witness within society. 


5) he church as the body of Christ is a unity and within this unity the 
natural diversity among men is not annulled but sanctified. 


6) No one who believes in Jesus Christ may be excluded from any church on 
the grounds of his colour or race. The spiritual unity among all men who are in 
Christ must find visible expression in acts of common worship and witness, and in 
fellowship and consultation on matters of common concern. 


7) We regard with deep concern the revival in many areas of African society of 
heathen tribal customs incompatible with Christian beliefs and practise. We ~ 
believe this reaction is partly the product of a deep sense of frustration and a 
loss..of faith-in Western civilization. 


Q) Our discussions have revealed that there is not sufficient consultation 
and communication between the various racial groups which make up our population. - 
Thére is a special need that a more effective consultation between the govexrment 
and I@aders accepted hy the non-white people of South Africa should be devised. 
The segregation of racial groups carried through without effective consultation 
an& involving discrimination leads to hardship for members of the groups affected. 


10) There are no scriptural grounds for the prohibition of mixed marriages. 
The well being of the community and pastoral responsibility require, however, that 
due consideration should be given to certain factors which may make such marriages 
inadvisable. 


11) We call attention once again to the | disintegrating offects of migrant 
labour on African life. No stable society is possible unless the cardinal im— 
‘portdnce of family life is recognised, and from the Christian standpoint it is im- 
peratave that the integrity of the family be safeguarded. 


12) It is now widely recognized that the wages received by the vast majority 
of non-white people oblige them to exist well below the generally accepted minimum 
standard for healthy living. Concerted action is required to remedy this grave © 
situation. | 

13) The presert system-of job reservation must give way to a more equitable 
system of labour which safeguards the interests of all concerned. 


14) ®pportunities must be provided for the inhabitants of the Bantu areas to 
live in conformity with human dignity. ; 4 
15) It is our conviction that the right to own land wherever he is domiciled, 

and to participate in the government of his country is part of the dignity of the 
adult man and for this reason a policy which permanently denies to non-white people 
the. right of collaboration in the government of the country of which they are 
citizens cannot be justified. . 
16): a) It is our conviction that there can be no objection in principle to the © 
direct representation of coloured people in parliament, 
») Wo express the hope that’ consideration will be given to the application 


3 
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17) In so far as nationalism grows out of a desire for self-realisation, 
Christians should understand and respect it. The danger of nationalism is, 
however, that it may seek to fulfillits aim at the expense of the interests of 
others and that it can make the nation an absolute value which takes the place 
of God. .The role-of the church must therefore be to alah to direct national 
poe ten Pe toward just and worthy ends. 


Section phot! 


1) JUDIDICAL COMMISSIONS ON THE SHARPVILLE AND LANGA INCIDENTS 


The consultation expresses its appreciation for. the prompt.-institution of 
inquiries into the recent distwrbances and requests the government to py been 
the findings as soon as possible. 


2) JUSTICE IN TRIAL 


It has been noted that during the recent disturbances a great number of. 
pedple were arrested and detained for several months without. being brought to 
va gale ie While we agree that abnormal circumstances may arise in any country 
necessitating a departure from the usual proceedure, we would stress the fact 
that it belongs to the Christian conception of law, justice and freedom that 
in normal circumstances men should not be punished:except after fair trial before 
open.courts for previously defined offenses. Any departure from this fundameatal 
principle should be confined to the narrowest limits and eres resorted to in the 
most exceptional circumstances. 


3) POSITIONS OF ASIANS IN SOUTH AFRICA 


We assure the Indian and other Asian elements in the population that they 
have not beenforgotten in our thoughts, discussions and prayers. As Christians 
we assure them that we are convinced nae the same measures of justice claimed 
here for other population groups also apply to then, 


4.) FREEDOM OF .WORSHIP 


Bearing in mind the urgent need for the pastoral care of non-white people 
living on their employers' premises, or otherwise unable without great difficulty 
to reach churches in the recognised townships or locations, the consultation 
urges,.that the state should allow the provision of adequate and convenient fac- 
ilities for non-white people to worship in urban areas. The consultation also 
urges European congregations to co-operata by making their own buildings avail- 
able for this purpose whenever practicable. 


5) FREEDOM TO PREACH THE GOSPEL 


The church has the duty and right .to proclaim the Gospel. to whomever it will, 
in whatever the circumstances and wherever possible consistent with the general 
principles governing the right of public meetings in democratic countries. 

We therefore regard as unacceptable any special legislation which would limit 
the fulfillment of this task, ~ 


6) RELATIONSHIP OF CHURCHES 


The consultation urges that it be laid on the conscience of us all that 
whenever an occasion arises that a church feels bound to criticise another church 
or church leader it should take the initiative in seeking prior consultation 
before making any public statement. We believe that in this way reconciliation 
will be more readily effected, and that Christianity will mot be brought into 
disrepute before the world, 
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7) RELATIONSHIP OF CHURCHES 


_ The. consultation requests that means be found for the regular exchange of all 
official. publications between the member churches for the increase of mutual under- 
standing and information. Furthermore, churches are requested to provide full 
information to other churches of their procedures in approaching the government. 

It is suggested that in approaches to the government, delegations, combined. at 
possible, multiracial where appropriate, should act on behalf of the churches con- 
cerned. ¢ ah eee Gar iee 


8) CO-OPEI. TION IN FUTURE 


“Any body which may be formed for co-operation® in the future is requested co give 
its attention to the following: 1) a constructive Christian approach to separatist 
movements; 2) the education of the Bantu; 3) the training of non-white leaders for 
positions of responsibility in all spheres of life; 4) African literacy and the 
provision of Christian literature; 5) the concept of responsible Christian society 
in all areas of South Africa, including the reserves; 6) the impact of Islam on 
Souther Africa, | ) ; SC ae 


9) RESIDENTIAL AREAS: 


~@he consultation urges, with due appreciation of what has already been done pha 
‘the provision of homes for non-white people, that there should be a greater security 
of. tenure, and.that residential areas be planned estes an eye to the econcnic and 
cultural levels of the inhabitants. 


10) MIGRANT LABOUR SYSTEM 


The consultation urges the appointment by the government of a representative 
commission to examine the migrant labour system, for the church is painfully aware 
of the harmful effects of this system on the family life of the Africans. The church 
sees it as a special responsibility to advocate a normal family life for the Africans 
who spend considerable periods of time, or live permanently, in white areas. 


section IV 


We give thanks to Almienty God for bringing us together for fellowship and 
prayer and consultation. We resolve to continue in this fellowship and we have 
therefore made specific plans to enable us to make a common witness in our country. 


We acknowledge before God the feebleness of our often divided witness to our Lord 
Jesus Christ and our lack of compassion for one another. We therefore dedicate our- 
selves afresh to the ministry of reconciliation-in Christ. | 


. We are humbled by the greatness of our task and are deeply conscious that we . 
are -wnable to accomplish our vocation without a deepening of the spiritual ive lor 
the Church. But we rely on the promise, “ye shall receive power “when the Holy Ghost 
has cohe upon you; and ye shall be my witnesses" ' 


ao ye * 


sY 
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DOCUMENT IT 


(Following is the text of a statement issued by repre- 
sentatives of the Dutch Reformed Church of Africa (Hervormde 
Kerk van Afrika) at the conclusion of consultation on race 
relations of its eight member churches convened by the World 
Council of Churches, Johannesburg, December FaLd) 


“We as delegates of the Nederduitsch Hervormde Kerk are 
grateful for the opportunity we had. to listen to, and par- 
take in, the witness of the different churches. 


We wish however to state quite clearly heb pl eorejeur 
conviction that separate development, is the only just 
solution of our racial problems, We therefore reject inte- 
gration in any form, as 4 solution cf the problem, The 
agreement that has been reached contains such far-reaching 
declarations that we cannot subscribe to it. We can there= 
fore not identify ourselves with it. We further wish to 
place on record our gratefulness to the Government for all 
the positive steps it has taken to solve. the problem, and 
40 promote the welfare of the different groups, The Neder- 
duitsch Hervormde Kerk will in the future as in the past. 
accept its responsibility to witness to the Government and 
people in accordance with the Word of God, 
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(Following is the text of the statement issued jointly by 
representatives of the Dutch Reformed Church of South Afri- 
ca of the: Cape Province (Nederduits Gereformeerde Kerk van 
de Kaap Srovinsie) and the Dutch Reformed Church of the _ 
Trensvaal (Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk van Transvaal.) 
at the conclusion of the consult tion on race relations 
of its eight member churches convened by the World Council 
of Churches, Johannesbur., December 7-14) 


‘Phe deleg-tions of the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Ker- 
k of the Cape and Transvaal wish to state that we have 
come to consult with other churches under: the word of. God 
and with deep’ concern for the various and complicated pro= 
blems of race relations in the country. 


We realise with deep Christian concern the needs of | 
all the various population groups and that .the Church has © 
a word to speak to them. We. wish to confirm that, as sta- 
ted in the preamble, a policy of differentiation can be 
defended from the Christian point of view, that it provi- 
des the only realistic solution to the problems of race 
relations and is therefore in the best interests of the 
various population groups. We do not consider; the -«reso= 
lutions adovted by the consultation as in pPLieL ple tin 
compatible with the above statement. 


In votin, on resolution 15 the delegations of the two 
churches recorded their view as follows: ‘Lhe undersigned vo- 
ted in favour of Point 15, srovided it be clearly under- 
stood that oarticipation in the Government of this country 
refers in the case of white areas to the Africans who are 
domiciled in the declared white areas in the sense that 
they have no other homeland." 
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